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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON. MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

SranerviUe 154 

Town Somerviiie MRA 

Address 8 Mt. Pleasant Street 

Historic Name Daniel Worthen House 

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
4Staple to left side of form. 

HiX: 

xty-}^'' 77 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersectlon(s). 
Indicate north 

See At tached Assessor 's Map 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Source map research 

Style Gothic Revival 

Architect none 

Exterior Wall Fabric stucco 

Outbuildings nrnit-. 

Major Alterations (with dates) Stucco 

probably replaced. Clapboard exterior 
finis h . 
Condition good 

Z E "• '-'^ ' 

UTM REFERENCE 19 - 328/890 - k69k/k20 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE 

Boston North 

1 •.2'^, non 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage Less than one acre. 

Setting The house is located in an area of 

single and multifamily housing and commercia] 

properties in East Somerviiie. 

Recorded by Retsy Priftdherg 

O r g a n i z a t i o n M^^^^rh iK^f^ t f^ H i . ; t n r i r . a 1 r.nmm. 

Date May 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Daniel Worthen House displays unusually we l l -de ta i led Gothicized t r i m on 
an otherwise modest s idehal l -p lan residence. The house's construct ion ca. 
1850-1860 is representat ive of prewer construction for the working and middle 
classes in increasingly subdivided East Somervi i ie. The Worthen House reta ins 
i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , workmanship, and 
association and f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H is to r ic 
Places on the loca l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Worthen House is unique to i t s neighborhood, 3-bay, 1 1/2 story Gothic 
Revival house which contr ibutes a picturesque qua l i t y to the Mt. 
Pleasant/Perkins area. The house is dist inguished by i t s in tact f o l i a t e d 
vergeboard and turned drop porch t r i m . The sidehal l plan entrance has glazed 
s ide l ights and transom. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Mt. Pleasant Street was one of the two streets ( in the Mt. Vernon Street) 
p la t ted in 1840 as part o f a subdivision of the extensive Stearnes estate. 
Situated near the narrow pennisula connecting Somerviiie wi th Charlestown, the 
area known as East Somervi i ie, was soon b u i l t up wi th industry, r a i l l i n e s , 
and housing both fo r Boston businessmen and local laborers. Both s ingle and 
mul t i fami ly dwell ings were constructed. The f i r s t owner of t h i s house, Daniel 
Worthen, was a d i s t i l l e r . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Draper, Mart in , Map of Somervi i ie, 1852 

8/85 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Worthen, Daniel, House 

Somerviiie MPS 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001272 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/89 

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
N 

APPEAL: 
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^̂ -'̂ ĈEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

N 
N 
N 

REJECT ? y A X DATE S^ l̂oix*^*''" 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 
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DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


