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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church stands on a prominent site in the North 
End of Mansfield, a neighborhood of modest wooden frame houses which developed in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The church, which is only partially used at 
present, is a rectangular 2-1/2 story building under a high gable roof, Cross gabled 
bays give the suggestion of a cruciform plan, Attached on the rear to the north is 
an earlier wooden frame church; a rectangular, 1 story construction under a cross 
hipped and gabled roof. Flanking the main church front gable are crenellated corner 
towers, The southwest is 4 stories, the southeast is 3 stories, 

The building sets on a rock faced ashlar sandstone foundation, A light yellow-orange 
"Sparta" brick was used for the walls. Darker orange and maroon bricks serve as 
decorative trim for the upper belt course, hood molds, and in emphasizing the corners, 
Berea sandstone was used for the watertable, the lower belt course, sills, lintels, 
and cap stones. The handling of the brickwork was greatly relied upon for decorative 
effect. Between the foundation and watertable, the corners are quoined. Rusticated 
courses band the southwest tower between the watertable and the lower belt course at the 
second floor sill level. Corbel tables encircle the towers as a cornice and appear 
at the heads of the broad recessed panels which compose the facade, Openings are 
round headed or trabeated. The former are found usually in the upper stories; the 
latter are more common in the first floor. Several courses of brick form the 
voussoirs of the round headed windows. The building appears derived, stylistically, 
from the earlier Romanesque Revival, Here, though, the style is simplified and 
subdued in its handling. 

The main auditorium, seating about seven hundred, was designed after the Akron plan, 
with quarter circular rows of pews and a balcony facing the northeast corner 
platform. An octagonal rib vaulted ceiling spans the room; at its apex is a blind 
oculus from which hangs a chandelier. Above a high paneled wainscot at the rear of 
the pla . tform are the banks of organ pipes. The center windows of the two balcony 
gables depict scenes from the life of Christ. The other smaller windows have abstract 
geometric patterns surrounding a center device or symbol, An old photograph would 
indicate the plaster walls and ceiling vaults had stenciled designs and borders. 
A pair of very wide and large sliding doors separate the new and old church auditoriums. 
The latter has recently been used as a gymnasium. It retains its high wainscoting, door 
and window trim, and a paneled and beamed ceiling of interest. 

The 1905 brick building, though relatively unaltered, is in deteriorating condition. 
One observes water damaged plaster, the active habitation of pigeons in the towers, and 
many broken window panes, It would not appear to be extensively used. It requires a 
stabilization program which is being contemplated by the congregation. The smaller 
1890 building, which has been more actively used, is in better condition; but, it has 
been more greatly altered. The Shingle Style corner tower entrance porch has been 
altered and enclosed; the building's weatherboards are covered with asbestos shingles; 
and several windows have been changed. Both buildings have been reroofed with asphalt 
shingles. The church histories mention redecorating occurring in 1914, 1924, and 1945-46. 
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The Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church stands as an architectural landmark in the 
North End of Mansfield, It is further a symbol of humanitarian gestures which were 
made to further religion by an older Mansfield church and several members of prominent 
Mansfield families. 

In the late 1880's, the First Congregational Church took the task of establishing a 
church in the newly developing North End, then called John's Addition. Under the 
leadership of its pastor, Dr. J. w. Hubbell, and its Sunday school superintendent, 
Horace L, Reed, a building was rented for use as an afternoon Sunday school. Reed, 
an important dry goods merchant and a Captain in the One Hundred and Fourth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry who served during the Civil War, organized the school, Iniatially 
attracting the neighborhood children and later their parents, a new church was formerly 
organized on November 3, 1889, for which the First Congregational Church secured the 
services of the first two pastors, In 1890, it was decided to build a church and for / 
this purpose Mr. Reed bought the site. For its construction, Susan M. Sturges gave 
$4,000 of the $7,000 cost and $1,000 for an endowment. Miss Sturges' father, Edward, 
had been a prominent merchant and banker in the city. To honor her gift and to 
remember her ancestors, the congregation voted to change the name from Plymouth to 
Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church; · it was dedicated on February 10, 1891. 

Very quickly the congregation grew to the point of requiring larger quarters, The new/ 
construction began in June 1904 with the moving of the old church to the rear of the 
lot. The cornerstone for the new church, which cost $18,500, was laid on October 9, 1904, 
and it was. dedicated on October 1, 1905. A few years later, Mr. Reed again proved the 
aptness of his nickname, "The Old Reliable,'' by presenting the church with a new organ 
in response to his employee Charles W, Carey's Christmas wish. In 1966, the congregation 
moved to an eastern suburban location. ' 

The 1905 church retains its major architectural features intact though in deteriorated / 
condition. It is a representative of the progressive simplification of an architectur~l 
style, here being the Romanesque Revival, that resulted when economic necessity required 
the largest space possible be built with the money available. It is, then, a utiliarian 
building with the appropriate symbols attached to denote its religious function. Its 
great mass, distinctive color, and site on a prominence enhance its role as a landmark 
for the North End of Mansfield. 

I 
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7 - Description (continued) 

This church consists of two distinct parts: a smaller wood frame rear section, 
dating from 1891 and a large brick building, constructed in 1905, The wood frame 
section was originally constructed on the corner and consisted of a large audi
torium with a few small classrooms at the rear. A corner steeple with a belfry rose 
above the small entrance porch. The church was enlarged in 1905 by moving the 
original structure back on a new raised foundation and attaching to the rear of a 
new brick building. This brick building houses a large elegant sanctuary with 
classrooms below. The frame structure was altered into a Sunday School auditorium 
with radiating classrooms according to the then-popular Akron Plan of classroom 
arrangement. Large sliding wood doors connect the wood frame building to the 
main sanctuary in the brick structure. Although the two buildings are physically 
connected and the brick building clearly dominates, the church is nevertheless 
identifiable as two distinct units. 

The 1891 church is Queen Anne in style, possessing the varied composition, use 
of different types of wood siding, ornate porches and other features normally 
associated with Queen Anne residences. The application of asbestos shingle.s has 
obliterated many of these details, The 1905 church is Richardsonian Romanesque 
and is similar in overall design to many Akron Plan churches built around the 
turn of the century. Its unusual brick corbelling and decorative brick patterns 
are reminiscent of the early Rom·c,:-iesque Revival style. 

8 - Significance (continued) 

The primary significance of this church derives from its physical presence 
as a major landmark in Mansfield's north end . Its location among rather ordinary 
residences, its mass and great height, plus its highly distinctive architectural 
detailing in the form of ornate brick work give this building landmark status . Of 
secondary significance is the role of this church as a community center. Ever 
since its completion at the turn of the century, this building has been the scene 
of numerous social and other non-religious events. During one of his presidential 
campaigns, William Jennings Bryan spoke to a large group of people in the church 
sanctuary. Today the church is located in a predominantly black neighborhood and 
has become a social as well as a religious center for blacks in the city . It houses 
Mansfield's largest black congregation and is the center for a statewide black 
religious organization, 
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Stat~ment of Si gni fi cance: . Si.gnif_ican=.._e in religion is not supportf!d by infornrn.tion about 

the relation of this church to community religious life nor it~ relation to regional - . ----
Congregationalism. Donation of construction money applies only to the 1890 building and? 

does not j11stify preservation for historical reasons. 

Bibliography: - ---------------
G~ographical Data Acreage : 

UTM Re ference(s): 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Certification : 

Photographic Coverage: ----E.l.e..a.s.a.. .suhmil...JL.Jilit:> .!L..9.fJ.he J 800 1 

/I 11 et! c:::s .da ,~ J i:5 
Coverage: 

-1-/e trb--&v,ui,, 11-!= 2 1~⇒ cc.~t-h, c:-> ( 1 ';'- -J b:er:e ore i ~0 ) ' r 11 

concerning this nomination may be directed to .{argaret Orelup ------------------
he National Register staff, telephone ____ 20_2_-_3_4_3_- _64_0_1 _ _____ _ 

for your attention to the above items. 

u~/C4_/rlt.k~ Date: 
Branch of Registration 
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SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NA TIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS ---------------

HISfORIC 
Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church 

----- ----------------
ANDilH1 COMMON 

~LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Community Temple 

168 Buckingham St:ree_t 
_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

___________ M_a_n_s_f_i_e_l_d ___ ==-v_,c_1N_ 1_TY_o_ F _______ _,l~Z~t~h~Job..ILAshb.rDo.....__ ____ _ 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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[1fJCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 
__ D1sTmcT 

..ZBUILDINGIS) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC :lf...OCCUPIED 

~PRIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH __ WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS X..... YES: RESTfllCTED 

_Bl:ING CONSIDERED _ YES . UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

[Ti}OVI/NER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

PRESENT USE 

___AGRICULTURE __ MUSEUM 

__ COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESID ENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT 2£.RE LIGIOUS 

__ GQVERNME NT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTR IAL 

.-MILITARY 

_ rAANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER: 

Community Temple, _CI]ur~h of God in Chris.!;,_ ____ _ 

STREET & NUMBER 

168 Buckingham Street 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

}1an_s_f _i _e_l _d ____ --- -_----;_v_1_c _1N_1TY_ o_F ___________ ""'o ... h_i_o ___________ _ 

.. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGIS1 RY OF DEEOS,-ETC 

Recorder's Office, Richland County Am nistratiQ.n......B1~n~· J~d~1u· o~g..,___ ___ _ 
STREET & NUMB EA 

SO Park Avenue East 
CITY. TOWN _________ ----------------S-TA--T:-E.---------

Mansfield f'l1,..; -------------------------------~-----------
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Ohio Historic Inventory 

January 19 78 _FEDER AL X..STATE _ COUNTY _LOCAL 

1 . Ohio State University 

2 . Ohio Historic Preservation Q~f ~f e·~-----------------

1. Mansfield · 2, Columbus 
STATE 

Ohio 



'1" CONDITION 

,<CELLENT X....OETl IORATED 

, GOOD _ RU INS 

KFAIR _ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTE RED 

:ls_ALTEAED 

CHECK ONE 

X - OAIGINAL SITE 

_ _ MOVED OAl ~ ---

DESCR IBE THE PRESENT /\ND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mayfl<Hver Memorial Congregational Church stands on a prominent site in the North 
End of Mansfield, a neighborhood of modest wooden frame houses which developed in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The church, which is only partially used at 
present, is a rectangular 2-1/2 story building under a high gable roof. Cross gabled 
bays give the s uggestion of a cruciform plan. Attached on the rear to the north is 
an earlier wooden frame church; a i ec t angular, 1 story construction under a cross 
hipped and gabled roof. Flanking the main church front gable are crenellated corner 
towers. The southwest is 4 stories, the southeast is 3 stories. 

The buildfng sets on a rock faced ashlar sandstone foundation. A light yellow-orange 
"Spa rta" brick was used for the walls. Darker orange and maroon bricks serve as 
decorative trim for the upper belt course, hood molds, and in emphasizing the corners. 
Bl:rea sandstone was used for the watertable, the lower belt course, sills, lintels, 
and cap stones. The handling of the brickwork was greatly relied upon for decorative 
effect. Between the foundation and watertable, the corners are quojned. Rusticated 
courses band the southwest tower between the watertable and the lower belt course at the 
second floor sill level. Corbel tables encircle the towers as a cornice a nd appear 
at the heads of the broad recessed panels which compose the facade. Openings are 
round headed or trabeated. The former are found usually in the upper stories; the 
latter are more common in the first floor. Several courses of brick form the 
vou ssoirs of the round headed windows. The building appears derived, stylistically, 
from the earlier Romanesque Revival. Here, though, the style is simplified and 
subdued in its handling. 

The main auditorium, seating about seven hundred , was des igned aft1ir the Akron plan, 
with quarter circular rows of pews and a balcony f ac ing he northeast corner 
platform. An octagonal rib vaulted ceiling s a ns e r oom; at · s apex is a blind 
oculus from which hangs a chandelier. Above ah gh pan~ ed wa ·ns ot at the rear of 
the platform are the banks of organ pipes. The c nt r win ows of the two balcony 
gables depict scenes from the life of Christ . Tbe other smaller w ndows have abstract 
geometric patterns surrounding a center devi e r s ymbol . An old photograph would 
indicate the plaster walls and ceiling vaults had tenciled designs and borders. 
A pair of very wide and large sliding doors eparate the new and old church auditoriums. 
The latter has recently been used as a gymnas·um . It retains · ts high wainscoting, door 
and window trim, and a paneled and beamed ceiling of interest. 

The 1905 brick building, though relatively unaltered, is in deteriorating condition. 
One observes water damaged plaster, the active habitation of pigeons in the towers, and 
many broken window panes. It would not appear to be extensively used. It requires a 
stabilization program which is being contemplated by the congregation, The smaller 
1890 buildjng, which has been more actively used, is in better condition; but, it has 
been more greatly altered . The Sh ngle Style corner tower entrance porch has been 
altered a.nd enclosed ; the build ' ng ' s weatherboards are covered with asbestos shingles; 
and several windows have b en changed . Both buildings have been reroofed with asphalt 
shingles. The church histories mention redecorating occurring in 1914, 1924, and 1945-46. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE · · CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ORIC _A RCH£ULUl3Y-PAEHISTOnlC __ COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE .:'.::RELIGION 

, 499 _ ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW __ SCIENCE 

J- 1599 _ _AGRICULTURE _ ECONOM ICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

600-1699 ~RCH I Tl:CTUAE _EDUCATION _ _ MILITARY ~SOCIA L/ HUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 . .ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~- 1800- l 899 _ COMMERCE _EXP LORA rlON/SETTLEMENT _PHI LOSO PHY _ TRANSPORTATION 
x.,soo. . COMMUNICATION S _INDUSTRY _PO LI Tl CS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

. .INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1890-91; 1904-05 BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

ST/\HMENr OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church stands as an architectural landmark in the 
North End of MRnsfield, It is further a symbol of humanitarian gestures which were 
made to further religion by an older Mansfield cl1urch and several members of prominent 
Mansfield families. 

In the late 1880 1 s, the First Congregational Church took the task of establishing a 
church jn the newly developing North End, then called John's Addition, Under the 
leadership of its pastor, Dr. J. W, Hubbell, and its S11nday school superintendent, 
Eor~ce L. Reed, a building was rented for use as an afternoon Sunday school. Reed, 
un iruportant dry goods merchant and a Captain in the One Hundred □nd Fourth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry who served during the Civil War, organized the school, Iniatially _ 
attracting the neighborhood children and later their parents, a new church was formerly 
organized on November 3, 1889, for which the First Congregational Church secured the 
services of the fjrst two pastors. In 1890, it was decided to build a church and for 
this purpose Hr. Reed bought the site. For its construction, Susan M, Sturges gave 
$4,000 of the $7,000 cost and $1,000 for an endowment. Miss Sturges' father, Edward, 
had been a prominent merchant and banker in the city. To honor her gift and to 
remember her ancestors, the congregation voted to change the name from Plymouth to 
May fl :_,wer 'Memorial Congregational Church; it was dedicated on February 10, 1891, 

Very quickly the congregation grew to the point of requiring larger quarters. The new / 
construction began in June 1904 with the moving of the old church to the rear of the 
lot. The cornerstone for the new church, which cost $18,500, was laid on October 9, 1904, 
and it was. dedicated on October 1, 1905. A few years later, Mr, Reed again proved the 
aptnes s of his nickname, "The Old Reliable, 11 by presenting the church with a new organ 
in response to his employee Charles W. Carey's Christmas wish, In 1966, the congregatio~ 
moved to an eastern suburban location. 

The 1905 church retains its major architectural features intact though in deteriorated/ 
condition. It is a representative of the progressive simplification of an architectur~l 
style, here being the Romanesque Revival, that resulted when economic necessity required 
the largest space possible be built with the money available. It is, then, a utiliarian 
building with the appropriate symbols attached to denote its religious function. Its 
great mass. distinctive color and site on a o omi~ence enhance 't role as a landmark 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY Bt:LOW 

ofllC _ARCHEULUGY-PAEHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ RELIGION 

,499 _ARCHEOLOGY•HISTOAIC _CONSERVATION ___ u,.w 
_ SCIENCE 

J . 1599 _ _ AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

600.1699 ~RCH l nCTURE _ EDUCATION _. MILI TARY .'S.SOCIALIHUMANITARIAN 

1700• 1799 . -ART _ENGi NE ERi NG _MUSIC _THEATER 

,-_ I 800-1899 .. COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_25.1900- _ COMMUNICATIONS _ INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1890-91; 1904-05 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

ST/\TF.MENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church stands as an architectural landmark in the 
North End of MRnsfield. It is further a symbol of humanitarian gestures which were 
made to further religion by an ol<ler Mansfield church and several members of prominent 
Mansfield families, 

In the late 1880's, the First Congregational Church took the task of establishing a 
church jn the newly developing North End, then called John's Addition. Under the 
lea<lership of its pastor, Dr. J. W. l~bbell, and its Sunday school superintendent, 
l~orace L. Reed, a building was rented for use as an afternoon Sunday school. Reed, 
an important dry goods merchant and a Captain in the One Hundred and Fourth Ohio 
VolunteeL· Infantry who served during the Civil Har, organized the school. Iniatially _ 
attracting the neighborhood children and later their parents, a new church was formerly 
organized on November 3, 1889, for which the First Congregational Church secured the 
services of the first two pastors. In 1890, it was decided to build a church and for / 
this purpose Mr. Reed bought the site. For its construction, Susan M. Sturges gave 
$4,000 of the $7,000 cost and $1,000 for an endowment, Miss Sturges' father, Edward, 
had been a prominent merchant and banker in the city. To houor her gift and to 
remember her ancestors, the congregation voted to change the name from Plymouth to 
Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church; it was dedicated on February 10, 1891, 

Very quickly the congregation grew to the point of requiring larger quarters. The new / 
construction began in June 1904 with the moving of the old church to the rear of the 
lot. The cornerstone for the new church, which cost $18,500, was laid on October 9, 1904, 
and it was. dedicated on October 1, 1905. A few years later, Mr. Reed again proved the 
aptness of his nickname, "The Old Reliable," by presenting the church with a new organ 
in response to his employee Charles W. Carey's Christmas wish. In 1966, the congregatio~ 
moved to an eastern suburban location. 

The 1905 church retains its major architectural features intact though in deteriorated/ 
condition. It is a representative of the progressive simplification of an architectural 
style, here being the Romanesque Revival, that resulted when economic necessity requir~d 
the largest space possible be built with the money available. It is, then, a utiliarian 
building with the appropriate symbols attached to denote its religious function. Its 
great mass,'-distinctive color, and site on a prominence enhance its role as a landmark 
for the North End of Mansfield. 
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HBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Jll~h111an , l-listo1_:_y of Richland Co ., Vo] II, Chic,1go: S.J. Clarke Co., 1908 . 

.;rnhr1m History of Richland _Co. , M,1nsfield : A.A . Grnham & Co., 1880 . 
. O\.JCr Mo.morial Congregational Church, 1961 Self Study Repo1:t, Mans field , Ohio, 1961 . 

,:lower United Church of Christ, Herita ,e Sunda i889-1975, Mansfield, Ohi.o, 1975. 

cJnG.E:OGRA.PHICAL DATA 
ACRF.AGE OF NOMI NA rED PROPERTY less than an a ere 
UTM REFERENCES 

A L!...i2J L~ 7 J 1 L f) I 4 I EJ Ii~ 11 ~ 2, li.2J 
ZONE EASTIN G NORTHI NG 

8 \_i_J 
ZONE EASTING 

c [_u I 1 i I iJ L 
---VERBAL BOUND/\RY DEScrllPTION 

o Li_J u_ J_L_LJ~=====-::==;:.._-

Lot 3945 and west part of Lot 3946, Stockings Allotmen t; 
Northeast corner of Buckingham and Lida Streets. 

LIST ALL STATES /'IND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COD E COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE CO UNTY CODE 
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Mansfield 01 . 

[~STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGN IFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS· 

NATIONAL _ STATE __ LOCAL V----

As the desiynated St ate HistoricPr~servation Officer for the N iitional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 ( Public Law 8 9 -665}. I 

hereby nominate this property for inclus ion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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