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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
— EXCELLENT X_DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
—GO0D —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE
X FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church stands on a prominent site in the North
End of Mansfield, a neighborhood of modest wooden frame houses which developed in

the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The church, which is only partially used at
present, is a rectangular 2-1/2 story building under a high gable roof. Cross gabled
bays give the suggestion of a cruciform plan. Attached on the rear to the north is
an earlier wooden frame church; a rectangular, 1 story construction under a cross
hipped and gabled roof. Flanking the main church front gable are crenellated corner
towers. The southwest is 4 stories, the southeast is 3 stories.

The building sets on a rock faced ashlar sandstone foundation. A light yellow-orange
"Sparta" brick was used for the walls. Darker orange and maroon bricks serve as
decorative trim for the upper belt course, hood molds, and in emphasizing the corners.
Berea sandstone was used for the watertable, the lower belt course, sills, lintels,
and cap stones. The handling of the brickwork was greatly relied upon for decorative
effect. Between the foundation and watertable, the corners are quoined. Rusticated
courses band the southwest tower between the watertable and the lower belt course at the
second floor sill level. Corbel tables encircle the towers as a cornice and appear
at the heads of the broad recessed panels which compose the facade. Openings are
round headed or trabeated. The former are found usually in the upper stories; the
latter are more common in the first floor. Several courses of brick form the
voussoirs of the round headed windows. The building appears derived, stylistically,
from the earlier Romanesque Revival. Here, though, the style is simplified and
subdued in its handling.

The main auditorium, seating about seven hundred, was designed after the Akron plan,
with quarter circular rows of pews and a balcony facing the northeast corner

platform. An octagonal rib vaulted ceiling spans the room; at its apex is a blind
oculus from which hangs a chandelier. Above a high paneled wainscot at the rear of

the pla tform are the banks of organ pipes. The center windows of the two balcony
gables depict scenes from the life of Christ. The other smaller windows have abstract
geometric patterns surrounding a center device or symbol. An old photograph would
indicate the plaster walls and ceiling wvaults had stenciled designs and borders.

A pair of very wide and large sliding doors separate the new and old church auditoriums.
The latter has recently been used as a gymnasium. It retains its high wainscoting, door
and window trim, and a paneled and beamed ceiling of interest.

The 1905 brick building, though relatively unaltered, is in deteriorating condition.

One observes water damaged plaster, the active habitation of pigeons in the towers, and
many broken window panes. It would not appear to be extensively used. It requires a
stabilization program which is being contemplated by the congregation. The smaller

1890 building, which has been more actively used, is in better condition; but, it has

been more greatly altered. The Shingle Style corner tower entrance porch has been

altered and enclosed; the building's weatherboards are covered with asbestos shingles;

and several windows have been changed. Both buildings have been reroofed with asphalt
shingles. The church histories mention redecorating occurring in 1914, 1924, and 1945-46.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church stands as an architectural landmark in the

North End of Mansfield.

It is further a symbol of humanitarian gestures which were

made to further religion by an older Mansfield church and several members of prominent

Mansfield families.

In the late 1880's, the First Congregational Church took the task of establishing a

church in the newly developing North End, then called John's Addition.

Under the

leadership of its pastor, Dr. J. W. Hubbell, and its Sunday school superintendent,

Horace L. Reed, a building was rented for use as an afternoon Sunday school.

Reed,

an important dry goods merchant and a Captain in the One Hundred and Fourth Ohio
Volunteer Infantry who served during the Civil War, organized the school. Iniatially .
attracting the neighborhood children and later their parents, a new church was formerly
organized on November 3, 1889, for which the First Congregational Church secured the

services of the first two pastors.
this purpose Mr. Reed bought the site.
$4,000 of the $7,000 cost and $1,000 for an endowment.
had been a prominent merchant and banker in the city.

In 1890, it was decided to build a church and for -~
For its construction, Susan M. Sturges gave

Miss Sturges' father, Edward,

To honor her gift and to

remember her ancestors, the congregation voted to change the name from Plymouth to
Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church; it was dedicated on February 10, 1891.

Very quickly the congregation grew to the point of requiring larger quarters.

The new e

construction began in June 1904 with the moving of the old church to the rear of the

lot.

and it was  dedicated on October 1, 1905.

The cornerstone for the new church, which cost $18,500, was laid on October 9, 1904,
A few years later, Mr. Reed again proved the

aptness of his nickname, "The 0ld Reliable," by presenting the church with a new organ
in response to his employee Charles W. Carey's Christmas wish. In 1966, the congregation
moved to an eastern suburban location.

The 1905 church retains its major architectural features intact though in deteriorated ~

condition.

It is a representative of the progressive simplification of an architectural

style, here being the Romanesque Revival, that resulted when economic necessity required

the largest space possible be built with the money available.
building with the appropriate symbols attached to denote its religious function.

It is, then, a utiliarian

Its

great mass, distinctive color, and site on a prominence enhance its role as a landmark
for the North End of Mansfield.
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7 — Description (continued)

This church consists of two distinct parts: a smaller wood frame rear section,
dating from 1891 and a large brick building, constructed in 1905, The wood frame
section was originally constructed on the corner and consisted of a large audi-
torium with a few small classrooms at the rear. A corner steeple with a belfry rose
above the small entrance porch. The church was enlarged in 1905 by moving the
original structure back on a new raised foundation and attaching to the rear of a
new brick building. This brick building houses a large elegant sanctuary with
classrooms below. The frame structure was altered into a Sunday School auditorium
with radiating classrooms according to the then-popular Akron Plan of classroom
arrangement. Large sliding wood doors connect the wood frame building to the
main sanctuary in the brick structure. Although the two buildings are physically
connected and the brick building clearly dominates, the church is nevertheless
identifiable as two distinct units. |

The 1891 church is Queen Anne in style, possessing the varied composition, use
of different types of wood siding, ornate porches and other features normally
associated with Queen Anne residences. The application of asbestos shingles has
obliterated many of these details. The 1905 church is Richardsonian Romanesque
and is similar in overall design to many Akron Plan churches built around the
turn of the century. Its unusual brick corbelling and decorative brick patterns
are reminiscent of the early Romznesque Revival style.

8 - Significance (continued)

The primary significance of this church derives from its physical presence
as a major landmark in Mansfield's north end. Its location among rather ordinary
residences, its mass and great height, plus its highly distinctive architectural
detailing in the form of ornate brick work give this building landmark status. Of
secondary significance is the role of this church as a community center. Ever
since its completion at the turn of the century, this building has been the scene
of numerous social and other non-religious events. During one of his presidential
campaigns, William Jennings Bryan spoke to a large group of people in the church
sanctuary. Today the church is located in a predominantly black neighbothood and
has become a social as well as a religious center for blacks in the city. It houses
Mansfield's largest black congregation and is the center for a statewide black
religious organization.
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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Mansfield Blockhouse
Memorial United Methodist Church
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Belville-Maxwell House
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Honorable John H. Glenn, Jr.
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(NR . Byers/bjr 7/13/79

Location

Mansfield
Richland County

Caledonia
Marion County

Mansfield
Richland County
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Montgomery County

State Historle Preservation Officer
Dr. Thomas H. Smith

Director

The Ohio RAistorical Society
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43211

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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NAME OF PROPERTY Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church STATE oH

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED. Ca o? 17

7 | Description: This nomination does not make clear whether there are 2 separate buildings

or 1 building comprised of 2 joined buildings. Please clarify and add a discussion of

the 1890 churth and amplify the discussion of the 1904 church referring to characteristics

of Romanesque Revival. When was the new auditorium built & was it an exterior alteration?

8 | Statement of Significance: Significance in religion is not supported by information about

the relation of this church to community religious life nor it$relation to regional

Congregationalism. Donation of construction money applies only to the 1890 building and -

does not justify preservation for historical reasons.

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:

UTM Reference(s):

Verbal Boundary Description:

(12| Certification:

Photographic Coverage: Plesan. sibuit & sliate oFf Fhs 800 churen @ud S spssible

. P
Q4. “’5_4 ULl 7%9 refatian

e

Map Coverage:

Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 'Marsaret Orelup

on the National Register staff, telephone 202-343-6401
Thank you for your attention to the a(_bﬁjtems. P )5 74
///leuv’(‘d&é/écx/—z P Datas R =

Chief, Branch of Registration
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LINAME
HISTORIC

Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church

~ TAND/OR COMMON
Community Temple

[ZLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
168 Buckinghem Street -

__NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN ‘ o CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Mansfield —__ VICINITY OF _17th John Ashbrook
STATE ' CODE COUNTY CODE
Ohio 039 - Rickland 1. ==
By
[:#1CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTHRICT __PUBLIC X _OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE - _MUSEUM
XBUILDING(S) X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED - _COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL . PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT XRELIGIOUS
_OBJECT __IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES, UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
__OTHER:

—NO — MILITARY

['.JOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Community Temple, Church of God in Christ,

STREET & NUMBER
168 Buckingham Street

———

CiTY, TOWN STATE
o Mansfield ___ VICINITY OF Ohio
I5{]LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE,

REGISTRY OF DEEDS;ETC

STREET & NUMBER
50 Park Avenue East

Recorder's Office, Richland County Administration Building

CITY. TOWN STATE
B ) Mansfield Dhio
Eﬁ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
Ohio Historic Inventory
DATE
January 1978 o —FEDERAL X STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR 1. Ohio State University
SURVEN'RECORDS 2. Ohio Historic Preservation Office
CITY. TOWN STATE

1. Mansfield; 2. Columbus Ohio
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. 6GO0D —RUINS X_ALTERED —.MOVED DATE
X_FAIR —.UNEXPOSED =

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE "
ON

The Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church stands on a prominent site in the North
End of Mansfield, a neighborhood of modest wooden frame houses which developed in

s the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The church, which is only partially used at
present, is a rectangular 2-1/2 story building under a high gable roof. Cross gabled r
bays give the suggestion of a cruciform plan. Attached on the rear to the north is
an earlier wooden frame church; a rectangular, 1 story construction under a cross F
hipped and gabled roof. Flanking the main church front gable are crenellated corner
towers. The southwest is 4 stories, the southeast is 3 stories.

les

The building sets on a rock faced ashlar sandstone foundation. A light yellow-orange s

"Sparta" brick was used for the walls. Darker orange and maroon bricks serve as
decorative trim for the upper belt course, hood molds, and in emphasizing the corners.
Berea sandstone was used for the watertable, the lower belt course, sills, lintels,

and cap stones. The handling of the brickwork was greatly relied upon for decorative
effect. Between the foundation and watertable, the corners are quoined. Rusticated
courses band the southwest tower between the watertable and the lower belt course at the !
second floor sill level. Corbel tables encircle the towers as a cornice and appear j
at the heads of the broad recessed panels which compose the facade. Openings are “
round headed or trabeated. The former are found usually in the upper stories; the

latter are more common in the first floor. Several courses of brick form the o ‘
voussoirs of the round headed windows. The building appears derived, stylistically,

from the earlier Romanesque Revival. Here, though, the style is simplified and ‘
subdued in its handling.

The main auditorium, seating about seven hundred, was designed after the Akron plan,
with quarter circular rows of pews and a balcony facing the northeast corner
platform. An octagonal rib vaulted ceiling spans the room; at its apex is a blind r
oculus from which hangs a chandelier. Above a high paneled wainscot at the rear of

the pla tform are the banks of organ pipes. The center windows of the two balcony ;
gables depict scenes from the life of Christ. The other smaller windows have abstract L
geometric patterns surrounding a center device or symbol. An old photograph would

indicate the plaster walls and ceiling vaults had stenciled designs and borders.

A pair of very wide and large sliding doors separate the new and old church auditoriums.

The latter has recently been used as a gymnasium. It retains its high wainscoting, door

and window trim, and a paneled and beamed ceiling of interest.

The 1905 brick building, though relatively unaltered, is in deteriorating condition.

One observes water damaged plaster, the active habitation of pigeons in the towers, and
many broken window panes. It would not appear to be extensively used. It requires a
stabilization program which is being contemplated by the congregation. The smaller

1890 building, which has been more actively used, is in better condition; but, it has

been more greatly altered. The Shingle Style corner tower entrance porch has been

altered and enclosed; the building's weatherboards are covered with asbestos shingles;

and several windows have been changed. Both buildings have been reroofed with asphalt
shingles. The church histories mention redecorating occurring in 1914, 1924, and 1945-46. ,
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The Mayflower Memorial Congregational Church stands as an architectural landmark in the
North End of Mansfield. It is further a symbol of humanitarian gestures which were
made to further religion by an older Mansfield church and several members of prominent
fansfield fawilies.

In the late 1880's, the First Congregational Church took the task of establishing a
church in the newly developing North End, then called John's Addition. Under the
leadership of its pastor, Dr. J.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>