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The Follen Community Church faces west onto Massachusetts Avenue (formerly Main Street) 
i n East Lexington, Next to i t to the south stands the Stone Building (Gary I^morial 
Library) and to the north is a parsonage b m l t around 1930. 

The Follen Community Church was b u i l t i n 1840/41 according to designs made i n 1839 
by the minister, Charles Theodore Christian Follen. The building is sheathed in 
clapboards, and i t s pointed arched windows display a Gothic influence. I t is octag­
onal i n shape, resting on a heavy granite foimdation. As or iginal ly designed, the 
only deviation from the octagon was a f ront vestibule surmounted by a t a l l steeple, 
the spire of which was of l a t t i ce construction. 

A unique feature of the roof over the sanctuary is the incorporation of a structurally 
massive cei l ing (with eight 14-inch square chestnut rafters) hung from the apex of 
the eight-sided roof by a single heavy iron rod. The p u l p i t , s t i l l i n use, was s i t ­
uated on the f loor of the sanctuary to allow Reverend Follen to have his congrega­
t ion spread half-way around him fan-wise. The or iginal choir l o f t was set i n the 
back of the church over the vestibule with access from the steeple. 

In Apr i l 1857 the steeple was damaged by f i r e af ter being struck by lightening. The. 
l a t t i ce spire was removed u n t i l eight years later when i t was rebiailt and sheathed 
with wooden shingles. At this timg a raised chancel was added to the back of the 
octagon to provide space fo r the choir i n front of the congregation and fo r the pulpit 
to be raised to a more prominent position. A kitchen was added beneath the chancel. 

In 1914 a vi l lage clock was added to the steeple under the following arrangement: 
The steeple was to be supplied by the church, the clock was to be the property of 
the "Citizens of the East Vi l lage ," the clock was to be maintained and wound by the 
East Lexington Men's Club and was to be l ighted by the Town of Lexington. 

The only major modification to the outside of the church occurred i n 1955 when a large, 
low, basement-level addition was b u i l t unobtrusively at the rear behind the chancel 
to provide church school and meeting space. A ntmber of in temal changes i n the base­
ment space di rect ly under the sanctuary have been made from time to time as needs de­
mand. As recently refurbished, i t now provides o f f i ce and church school rooms and a 
small meeting room appropriately named "the Follen Room" where original portraits of 
both Charles and Eliza Follen are displayed on the walls . 
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The Follen Conimmity Qiiirch is s ignif icant as the f i r s t permanent home of the Relig­
ious Society of East Lexington and as the only octagonal structure i n the town. 

The Religious Society of East Lexington was formed in 1833 and i n 1835 began holding 
i t s meetings i n the Stone Bmlding (Cary Msmorial Library) i n East Lexington. The 
pastor of the new religious society was the Reverend Charles Follen \Aio had f l ed his 
native Germany because of opposition to his radical p o l i t i c a l ac t iv i t i es . In America 
he became an ardent aboli t ionist before such views were acceptable i n New England, and 
as a result he lost his position as professor of German at Harvard College. In order 
to give f u l l expression to his rel igious, moral and p o l i t i c a l opinions, Follen tumed 
to the ministry and preached to the Religious Society i n East Lexington which was 
sympat!tetic to his views. 

After four years of meeting i n the Stone Building, the Society was desirous of building 
i t s own church. Follen designed the new church building which was to stand next to the 
h a l l (the Stone Building) formerly used by the worshippers, and he led the Society i n .m. 
conducting a f a i r to aid i n financing the undertaking. The f a i r was held i n August 
1839 on Mt. Independence, and the proceeds amomted to about $1200. 

Ground was broken fo r the new church on July 4, 1840 and on Januaiy 15, 1841 the' 
dedication was held. Dr. Follen was returning from a lecture tour to preside at the 
ceremonies when he was k i l l e d i n the explosion of the steamship "Lexington" i n Long 
Island Sound. 

Ever since i t s founding i n a town famous fo r i t s f i ^ t against "the establishment" on 
Apr i l 19, 1775, the Follen Church Society Gas i t is now called) has prided i t s e l f 
on l ibera l social and religioias views and considers i t s e l f s ignif icant as a symbol of 
our democratic heritage. I t continues to be an active force i n Lexington's comraunity 
l i f e . The t radi t ion of the East Village Fair, conducted each year on the church lawn, 
has l ived on fo r over 125 years, making i t one of the oldest yearly fa i rs i n the area. 
The introduction by Follen of the German custom of Christmas to his Cambridge and 
Lexingtoji neighbors is another event which the church yearly celebrates by sel l ing 
Qiristma|l trees under the rubric of the "Ofiristmas Tree Church." 

The Follen Church is the oldest church btiilding now standing i n Lexington, and together 
with i t s neighbor the Stone Building presents an inportant symbol of the f i ^ t of 
Reverend Follen and other Americans to preserve the freedoms of speech and worship. 
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November 25, 1975 

294 Washinatpn Street 

727-8^70 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d two National Register nominations for the following 
properties: 

1. Lexington, Follen Community Church 
2. Lexington, The Stone Building 

Originally submitted together as "buildings," the nomination for the Stone 
Building and the Pollen Community Church was returned to us on June 26, 1975 
with the suggestion that the two buildings be nominated separately. These 
properties were voted e l i g i b l e for in d i v i d u a l submission on July 8, 1975 
by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission (State Review Board) and have 
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed 
Amadon. 

^ . ' % - J i , • . 

Sincerely yours, •„ . : . •.. ^ • . 

Patr i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW/mw 

Enclosures 
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