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C O U N T Y : 
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E N T R Y D A T E 
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C O M M O N : 

Four Arch Bridge 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

...QM......Xai.n..Jrjr'̂ sg. 
2 , t O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Wayland 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 
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C O U N T Y : 

Middlesex 017 
3 C L A S S l F r C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

I I Disfr ict • Building 

• Site c n Structure 

• Object 

E Public 

I I Privote 

• Both 

Public Acquisit ion: 

I I In Process 

I I Being Considered 

I I Occupied 

[23 Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

in progress 

Yes: 

I I Restricted 

Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

I I Commercial 

[ 1 Educational 

[ 1 Entertainment 

Government 

Industrial 

1 I Military 

[ [ Museum 

• Park 

I I Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientific 

i I Transportation 

[S,.Pj^«^ (Specify) 

I i Comments 

4 AGENCY 

}reat Meadows '^lational W i l d l i f e Refuge 

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable) 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1^1 nudh^j.ry Hd. 
Massachusetts 

021. 
5. L O C A T j O H O F L E 6 A L D E S C R t P T f O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C ; 

—Middlesex County Refristry of Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D . N U M B E R : 

Court house 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
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7, PESCRlPTiON 

C O N D I T I O N 
I I E x c e l l e n t • Good Fo i 

(Check One) 

I I De te r io ra ted • Ruins I I Unexposed 

("Check One) 

• A l t e r e d Q U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

I 1 Moved O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

In l61il the .first bridge spanning the Sudbury River was b u i l t 

at this site by the British,.^ I t was just a foot bridge—"a simnle 

contrivance for foot passengers only, and one which wonld. cause l i t t l e 

loss i f swept away by a flood," 

In I6[t2 "Thomas 'Toyes was apijointed to keep a fer-ry for a year 
2 

aaicT charge two pence per passenger," 

In I61i3 Jb̂ bî Sie..,.Leach contracted to build a cart bridge for the 

town "three feet above fiigh water mark and twelve feet wide, provided 

the town f e l l =nd crosscut the timber and saw a l l the Dlank and then 

carry i t to the place where i t was to be constructSdj and provided 

when the frame x̂ as ready the town help him raise i t , " ^ 

This frame bridge was the f i r s t of i t s kind i n Middlesex County 

(picture included taken from: Hudson, ..A..S., Annals of Ŝ adbury, Wayland, 

and Maynard, publidhed by the town of Sudbury, I89I, p 139), 

Every few years bridge replaced bridge u n t i l 1791. The present 

jlA^bridge was b u i l t by tn.lliajn IJ, Russel in the late l800's for $500.00. 

( j h i s is tHe f i r s t stone arch bridge that was b u i l t i n the state of 

^i/i/y^ n^ti^Massachusetts and is standing now. I t has four stone arches with a • ' 

\ ) ^ , f/'^^-ardtop road crossing them. The wooden ra i l i n g 1s slightly/ torn apart 

but could easily be repaired. Ho vehicles are allowed on the bridge. 

/ A stone tablet commemorating the men from Concord who lost their 

lives i n King Philip's War on April 21, 1676 near this bridge was 

erected beside the bridge by the Wayside Inn Chapter of the Daughters 

of the American Revolution, 



Form No ip-300a 
(Aev. 10-74) 

U N l T h D S T A T t S D t P A R T M H N T OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED SEP ^ 

DATE ENTERED S. J., TS" 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER 7 PAGE 1 

Old Town Bridge (Four Arch Bridge) 
Wayland, Middlesex Coxmty 
Accepted NR 5/2/75 

Present and Original Physical Appearance 

The Pour Arch Bridge spans the Sudbiiry River where i t curves against the east 
shore of the great marshes near the Wayland Country Club and just north of Old 
Sudbury Road. The eastern approach to the Bridge i s across natural upland where 
a small parking area has recently been installed. 

The bridge i s a four-arch, stone structure, b u i l t of granite slab, granite rough 
quarry, and f i e l d stone members. The base of each arch i s unmortared, ajid upper 
sections show mortar applied across joints and onto stone faces. The road bed 
is asphalt paved, i n usuable condition, with iron pipe and wood r a i l guards set 
on concrete curbs which, i n turn, rest on granite slabs. The bridge and roadway 
are maintained i n reasonable repair by the Wayland Highway Department, Although 
one end of the concrete curb has been dislodged by erosion of s o i l around i t , the 
structure i s generally i n good condition. 

The Pour Arch Bridge carried automobile t r a f f i c i n this century between Wayland 
and Sudbury on a numbered state route u n t i l 1955* The bridge was thus i n use 
for 107 years u n t i l Old Sudbury Road was widened and straightened, thus by-passing 
the bridge just to the south. 

Near the bridge i s a 2s-' X 2^̂  X 5* rough cut granite marker erected i n I908 by 
the Wayside Inn Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, The south 
side of the monument commemorates the deaths of eight Concord men in King Philip's 
War i n I676, and the west side bears a somewhat misleading inscription about the 
bridge. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Much of the significance of the Four Arch Bridge is already explained 

in the section on "Description". 

The bridge was originally constructed at this s i t e because i t was 

the narrowest place on the river where i t x̂ras possible to cross 

both the river and the marsh. 

On April 21, I676, during King ^hilip's War, eleven Concord men were 

rushing to the aid of the settlers at Hajmes' Garrison when they 

were ambushed and kille d by the Indians near this bridge. Their 

bodies now rest near the bridge • 

Also, George Washington crossed thio bridge when v i s i t i n g the area, 
1 

After the construction of the Middlesex Canal, iron ore mined i n 

Sudbury was loaded on barges at this site and transported by river 

to Chelmsford. In 1827 100 tons of ore were shipped by this route. 

Therefore, this bridge was an inroortant l i n k between the towns of 

Concord and Sudbury in the seventeenth century. Since the river 

has changed i t s course, this function is no longer as important, 

but the bridge s t i l l remains the site of m.any historic events. 
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Old Town Bridge (Four Arch Bridge) 
Wayland, Middlesex County <> 
Accepted NR 5/2/75 

Significance 

The site of the Foxir Arch Bridge i s said to be the location of the f i r s t frame 
bridge i n Middlesex County, According to Hudson's Annals, the Tovmbook of I64I 
makes note of a road "between the river meadow and the house lo t from the bridge 
at John Blandford's to Bridle Point," I t is believed that a foot bridge, with 
supplementary ferry for periods of flood, stood where the Four Arch Bridge now 
stands. In I643 there i s record of a contract between Ambrose Leech and the 
Town of Sudbury for "a sufficient cart bridge over the river three feet above 
high water mark, twelve foot wide from the one side of the river to the other" 
in exchange for certain lots of land to be conveyed by the town to Mr, Leech, 
Records of new bridges i n 1717-18 and 1729t repairs i n 1733 and 1735 â id a re­
building of the bridge i n 1791 also appear. 

The present Old Town Bridge or Stone Arch Bridge was b u i l t i n I848, In the 
Wayland Town Clerk's Record, Vol, 2, I8l9-l853» i s recorded the town meeting of 
December 28, I846 at which a committee was established to study rebuilding with 
stone arches some of the bridges along the Sudbury River, At the town meeting 
of November 8, 1847» Josiah Russell (erroneously recorded i n the Annals of Sudbury, 
Wayland ajid Maynard by Alfred S, Hudson, I89I, as "William Russell") reported that 
a bridge at the Old Causeway could be b u i l t of stone 52 feet long by I8 feet wide at 
a cost of $500. (The present Wayland Town Engineer has surveyed the Old Town 
Bridge and reports that i t s dimemsions correspond to those set forth i n the Town 
Record,) The town voted to authorize Josiah Russell to build such a bridge i n 
the ensuing season at the price quoted, on condition that he give the town a 
warranty that the bridge would stand for 30 years. The report of the Town Meeting 
of November 13, I848 includes a vote that after certain additions to the r a i l i n g 
had been made, the town would accept the bridge. 

Although i t is said that George Washington crossed the bridge, this, of coiorse, 
is not possible because of the construction date of I848, I t i s conceivable, 
however, that Washington crossed one of the predecessors of the bridge when he 
was in the area. 

The Four Arch Bridge i s also said to be the f i r s t four-arch stone bridge i n 
Massachusetts, Since there are older stone arch bridges i n existence, this 
claim cannot be substantiated, but the bridge is nevertheless an important 
example of stone arch construction. 

-
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and Company, I890, p, 384» 

Hudson, Alfred Sereno, The Annals of Sudbury, Wayland and Maynard, Town of 
Sudbury, I89I, pp, 7-8, 139, 140, ... ,. 

Wayland Town Clerk's Record, Vol, 2, I819-I853. Handwritten i n Town vault, 
December 28, I846; November 7, 1847; November 13, I848, 

Inspection i n 1972 by Lewis L, Bowker, Wayland Town Surveyor and Engineer to 
compare present bridge with specifications i n I847 town record. 
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From a Photograph by A . W . Cii t t i i i j r . 

THE OLD TOWN BRIDGE. 

The flrst '-cart bridfjc " in Sudbury over the riv*^r was bui l t nt this spot about ami the 
structure then erected is said to have been the Hrst frame 

bridge in Middlesex County. 

The settlers came ; they spanned tlie stream 
Wi th quaint old bridge of massive beam ; 

• ,, And thnmgh the years that sinee have rolled, 
A bridge has east its shadow eold 

^ ,•' From bank to bank, wliere dark and slow 
' The Musketahquid's waters ilow. 

Home Mtloi/ie-s. 

taken from: Hudson, A.S. , Annals of Sudbury, Wayland, and Maynard, 
(published by the Town of Sudbury, liS^Sr^arfS^S? 

! ̂  j..fc,..-j j'.J.:.il.i.t».yd 
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NAME OF PROPERTY UL / k ^ ^ j L . STATE yy/x^ 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED. 

8 

9 

10 

Description: 

Statement of Significance: 

Bibliography: 

Geographical Data — Acreage: 

UTM Reference(s): 

Verbal Boundary Description; 

12 Certification: r 4 u ^ '-IJLMJL ^ j i f P ^ ^ j ^ ^ J s - K ^ l̂ ^̂ û.̂ ..;̂ Xt̂ "L̂  A^c.^ 

Photographic Coverage: 

Map Coverage: 

Other: ^T>^<C<t>t-C ^^.^.^WN-^ 4t )M^aA^ai^**^uXX^ fhXd^ 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to ICfirTE CjtLC 

on the National Register staff, telephone 

Thank you for your attention to the above items, 

lief. Branch of Registration*^ ,NT:2I05_74 Ch 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

C O M M O N ; 

US 

Ui 

A N D / O R H l S T O R i C : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Route 27; 1«5 miles northwest of Route 126 intersection 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

VJavland 
S T A T E : 

c^^iPetts 
3. MAP REFERENCe 

C O D E C O U N T Y : 

S O U R C E : 

T^a\Tiard Quadrangle rTeolo;9;ical S-grvey T'ap 
SCALE: 1 ; 2l l j009' 

[ i , R E Q U I R E M E N T S ' m-

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. Nor th orrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

I N T : 1 5 8 - 7 2 





IN REPLY KBFBR TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

MAR 3 1 1975 

Dear Federal Representative: " ' / 

This National Register nomination is returned to you for technical 
or professional revision as requested on the enclosed sheet. During 
the period when you are completing the revisions necessary for re­
submission to the National Register, the property will be protected 
by the provisions of Executive Order 11593, Section 2(b), as i t is • 
likely to meet the criteria for listing on the National Register. 
The name and address of the property will also appear in the "Federal 
Register" as a 2(b) determination until the formal nomination is 
approved, at which time i t will appear in the "Federal Register" 
with the other entries. 

Should any situation arise concerning Federal action which will 
affect this property, please consult the Advisory Council on His­
toric Preservation, 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 430, Washington, D.C. 
20005. 

Sincerely yours, * 

/ » / '? / 

William J. MuKagh / 
Keeper of the National Register 

INT: 1900-73 
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Also Notifie d 

Boa. Eobcrt F. Drlaaa 
nr. DottgiM UtMicJUtt 

Dcpttfcy Asalataat S«et«t»C7 fov 
Fish ami VlldXlf* aad FMrka 

Oiviaion of «U41if • Eof ugoo 
S* F iA ami lUMLlfa SatirUa 

Stata Hlatorie Pvaaarvatloii Offlaac 
Mra. Elizabeth &. ibMuiim 
Bxaeativa Dijtaetor 
MaaaaetwuMtta Biatorieal GooKLaaion 
40 Baaaoa Strwit 
Boatoa, HaaaMihaaatta 02103 



Paul Guzzi 

y/<7i.iae/Ki.ie^t.i .-//('j/(')'era/ ^^/ommliU'cn — 

M beacon. S^i'eel ^c^aon. ^{(UiaeLieai OJSYOS 

727-8.^/70 

21 August 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief • * -v. 
Registration 
National Register of Hist o r i c Places 
US Departraent of the I n t e r i o r • . ,̂ 
18th and C Streets, N.W. J ' ']•''' ' 
Washington, D.C. 20240 . ;v. . - .' ^ : 

Dear Char3.es: . ' ' . 

Enclosed please f i n d three National Register nomination forms and a 
continuation sheet for the following properties: 

1„ Matthews F u l l i n g M i l l Site, North Brookfield 
2. Town Hall Square Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Sandwich 
3. Deacon VJillard Levds House, Walpole 
•̂4. Old Town Bridge, Wayland. (Continuation sheet). 
^-—• y^iUjciuu^ Co-
The Matthews Fu l l i n g M i l l s i t e i n North Brookfield was previously submitted 
f o r a determination of e l i g i b i l i t y and on July 10, 1975 was determined e l i g i b l e 
f o r inclusion i n the National Register. The property was voted e l i g i b l e 
by the Massachusetts State Review Board on July 8, 1975 and i s now being 
submitted for the conventional National Register l i s t i n g . 

The continuation sheets f o r the Old Town Bridge contain additions to a 
Federal property sent because the l o c a l commission wanted to expand the i n ­
formation i n the form and to c l a r i f y som.e of the possibly misleading 
stateinents i n the fo.rm o r i g i n a l l y submitted. \ 

The North Brookfield, Sandwich, and Walpole properties have been voted 
e l i g i b l e by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission (the State Review Board) 
and have been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r , Elizabeth 
Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely yours, * 

Pcitricia I . . Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW/pjj 



d^ci . 

^ ^ ^ ^ 




