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COMMON:
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AND/OR HISTORIC:
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STREET AND NUMBER:

- complete applicable

Route 27; 12 mi\ss iorthw(jgL.

CITY OR TOWN:

Wayland

3 CLASSIFrCATION

CATEGORY
(Check One)

I 1 Disfrict ¢ Building E
* Site cn Structure |
« Object .

Public

| Privote

Both

02g

OWNERSHIP

Public Acquisition: |
I IIn Process
| | Being Considered |

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Agricultural Government
I 1 Commercial Industrial

[ 1Educational 1 | Military

[ 1Entertainment [ [Museum

4 AGENCY

}reat Meadows 'Mational Wildlife Refuge

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (f

CITY OR TOWN:

applicable)

5. LOCATjOH OF LE6AL DESCRtPTfON

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS.

ETC;

sections)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

COUNTY:
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
JMe&, oM

126 intersection

DISTRICT:

n),

CONGRESSIONAL

COUNTY:
Middlesex 017
ACCESSIBLE
STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
| Occupied Yes:

[23 Unoccupied I | Restricted

| Preservation work Unrestricted

in progress < No
¢ Park i | Transportation I i Comments
I 1 Private Residence [S,.Pj*«"  (Specify)
I 1 Religious
I 1 Scientific
STREET AND NUMBER:

—Middlesex County Refristry of Deeds

STREET AND.NUMBER:

Court house

CITY OR TOWN:

Cainbridge

6.. REPRESENTATtOH tH EXtSTING SURVE¥S

1" nudh™j.ry Hd.
M assachusetts
021.

STATE:

M assachusetts



7, PESCRIPTION

(Check  One)
I | Excellent . Good Foi | | Deteriorated . Ruins I | Unexposed
CONDITION
("Check One) (Check One)
Altered Q Unaltered I 1Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 161il the .first bridge spanning the Sudbury River was built
at this site bythe British,." It was just afoot bridge—a simle
contrivance for foot passengers only, andonewhich wonld. cause little
loss i f swept away by a flood,"

In 16[t2 "Thomas 'Toyes was apijointed t okeep a fer-ry for a year
2

aCcT charge two pence per passenger, "

In 161i3 J0*bi"de..,.Leach contracted t o build acart bridge for the
town "three feet above fiigh water nark and twelve feet wi de, provided
the town fell =ndcrosscut the tinber andsawal | the Diank and then
carry i t t othe place where i t was to be construct Sdj and provi ded
when the frane xas ready the town help himraiseit," »

This frame bridge was thefirst of itskind inMddlesex County
(picture included taken from Hudson, ..A.S, Annals of S*adbury, Vayl and,
and Maynard, publidhed by the town of Sudbury, 1891, p 139),

Every fewyears bridge replaced bridge until 1791. The present

jI Abridge was built bytn.lliajn 1J, Russel inthe late 1800's for $500. 00.
(jhis istHefirst stone arch bridge that was built inthe state of
Ailily™ n"ti~Massachusetts andis standing now |t hasfour stone arches witha '
), f/' " -ardtop road crossing them Thewooden railing 1s slightly/ torn apart
but could easily berepaired. Ho vehicles areallowed onthe bridge.
|/ Astone tablet comenorating the nen from Concord who | ost their
lives inKing Philip's Védr onApril 21, 1676 near this bridge was
erected beside the bridge by the Wayside Inn Chapter of the Daughters

of the American Revolution,
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A d Town Bridge (Four Arch Bridge)
Véyl and, M ddl esex Coxmy
Accepted NR 5/2/75

Present and Original Physical Appearance

The Pour Arch Bridge spans the Sudbiiry River where it curves against t he east
shore of the great narshes near the Wayland Country Cub and just north of Ad
Sudbury Road. The eastern approach to the Bridge i s across natural upland where
a small parkingarea has recently been installed.

The bridgei s a four-arch, stone structure, built of granite slab, granite rough
quarry, and field stone nmenbers. The base of each arch i s unmortared, aid upper
sections shownortar applied across joints and onto stone faces. The road bed

is asphalt paved, i nusuable condition, with iron pipe andwood rail guards set
on concrete curbs which, inturn, rest ongranite slabs. The bridge and roadway
are maintained i nreasonable repair by the Wyl and H ghway Department, Al though
one end of t heconcrete curb has been di sl odged by erosion of soil around it, the
structure i s generally i n good condition.

The Pour Arch Bridge carried autonobile traffic i nthis century between Wyl and
and Sudbury on a nunbered state route until 1955* The bridge was thus i nuse

for 107 years until O d Sudbury Road was wi dened and straightened, thus by-passing
the bridge just tothe south.

Near the bridgeisa ' X 2" X 5 rough cut granite marker erected i n 1908 by
the \Wyside Inn Chapter of the Daughters of the Anerican Revolution, The south
side of the nonument commenorates the deaths of eight Concord nen i nKing Philip's
Vér i n 1676, and the west side bears a sonewhat m sleadinginscription about t he
bridge.
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8.

-SIGNIFICANtE
PERIOD  (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian « 16th Century 18th Century « 20th Century
15th Century |~] 17th Century £] 19th Century

oi Xh'Uiai bridge coRgtructed 1614l

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SGNIFICANCE fChec*  One or JWore'as Appropriate)
Aboriginal «Education «Political" « .. | jUrban Planning
Prehistoric AEngineering *Religion/Phi- « Other fSpecily;
PTI Historic ¢ Industry losophy
Agriculture slnvention *Science
I | Architecture « Landscape ¢ Sculpture
I TArt Architecture *« Social/Human-
[X| Commerce « Literature itarion
Communications Military ¢ Theater
Conservation *Music ATransportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mich of the significanceof the Four Arch Bridge is already explained
in the section on "Description".

The bridge was originally constructed at this site because it was
the narrowest place onthe river where it xya possible t o cross
both the river andthe narsh.

Qn April 21, 1676, during King “hilip's Wr, eleven Concord nen were
rushing t othe aid of the settlers at Hajnmes' Garrison when they
wer e anmbushed andkilled by the Indians near this bridge. Their

bodi es nowrest near the bridge .

Al'so, George Washington crossed thio bridge when visiting the area,
1

After the construction of the Mddl esex Canal, iron ore mnedi n
Sudbury was |oaded onbarges at this site andtransported by river
to Chelmsford. 1 n1827 100tons of ore were shipped by this route.

Therefore, this bridge was aninroortant |ink between the towns of
Concord and Sudbury i n the seventeenth century. Since the river
has changed it scourse, this functionis nolonger as inportant,

but the bridge still remains thesite of many historic events.



9. MAJAR Bl BLI OGRAPH CAL REFERENCES

Hudson, Al fred Serns, Annals of Sudbury, Wa-."| ?nd,

(publi shed by the Town of Sudbury, 1b9i3, pp~”, 139, 1hO

Hure, Hamlton O, History of Mddl esex County, (Phila,, J. W Lews

and ,, 1890), p3~"

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES DEFINING THECENTER POINT OFA PROPERTY
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE.PROPERTY OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE LATI TUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 0 . "
NE <2 22 3I.S 71 2 52
SE
sw
APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOM NATED PROPERTY: Less t han one
LI ST ALL STATES AND COUNTI ES FOR PROPERTI| ES OVERLAPPI NG STATE CR COUNTY
COUNTY:
11, FORM PREPAREDBY
NAME ANDTITLE:
Kathiff L. Tougo- Biologic”.l Aid
BUSINESS ADDRESS:
Irnat TYextbas National ITildlife Refuge
STREET ANDNUMBER: PHONE:
191 Sndhi;ryTT(i.
CITY OR TOWN!
J2. CERTIFICAWFALNOMINATION NATtONAt REGISTER VERIFICATION
State Liaison Officer recommendation: | hereby certify that this property is included in the
* Yes National Register.
. NO ,e¢
*  None
Sate Liaison Officer Sgnature
In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days inwhich to present the nomination to the State Re-
vieni Board andjo evaluate itssignificance. Therecom- Date
(engtdUeveJ'of'signifi*anoe is / « ] NatirSnal - State ATTEST:
m 7 195
Ederal Ifehresentative, ] ) -
DoBUrty Assistant Secretary MG A S A National - Regisi*

Title
Date

GFO 938449

and Maynard,

(AO

S0yTs 33

I

N O
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ad Town Bridge (Four Arch Bridge)
Vayl and, M ddl esex County <
Accepted NR 5/2/75

Significance

The site of the Foxir Arch Bridge is said tobe thelocation of the first frane
bridge in Mddlesex County, According to Hiudson's Annals, the Tovnbook of |64l
nakes note of a road "between the river neadowand t he house | ot from the bridge

at John Blandford's toBridle Point," | tisbelieved that a foot bridge, with
suppl enentary ferry for periods of flood, stood where the Four Arch Bridge now
stands. 1 nl1643 there i s record of a contract between Anbrose Leech and t he

Town of Sudbury for "a sufficient cart bridge over the river three feet above
hi gh water mark, twelve foot wide from the one side of the river tothe other”
in exchange for certain lots of land t o be conveyed by the town t o M, Leech,

Records of new bridges in 1717-18 and 1729t repairs in 1733 and 1735 a\id are-
building of the bridge in 1791 al so appear.

The present A d Town Bridge or Stone Arch Bridge was built i nl848, I n the

Véyl and Town Clerk's Record, Vol, 2, 1819-1853» is recorded the town neetingof
Decenber 28, 1846 at which a commttee was established t ostudy rebuilding with
stone arches sone of the bridges along the Sudbury River, At the town meeting

of Novenber 8, 1847» Josiah Russell (erroneously recorded in the Annals of Sudbury,
Véyl and ajid Maynard by Alfred S Hudson, 1891, as "WIliamRussell") reported that
a bridge at the A d Causeway could be built of stone 52 feet long by | 8feet wideat
a cost of $500. (Thepresent Wyl and Town Engi neer has surveyed the A d Town
Bridge and reports that it sdimensions correspond tothose set forth in the Town
Record,) The town voted t oauthorize Josiah Russell tobuild such a bridgei n

the ensuing season at the price quoted, on conditionthat he give the town a
warranty that the bridge would stand for 30years. The report of the Town Meeting
of Novenber 13, 1848 includes a vote that after certain additions tothe railing
had been nmade, the town woul d accept the bridge.

Al'though it is said that George Washington crossed the bridge, this, of coiorse,
Is not possible because of the constructiondate of 1848, |t is conceivable,

however, that Washington crossed one of t he predecessors of the bridge when he
was i nthe area.

The Four Arch Bridge i s also said tobe the first four-arch stone bridgei n
Massachusetts, Since there areolder stone arch bridges in existence, this
cl aim cannot be substantiated, but the bridge i s nevertheless an inportant
exanpl e of stone arch construction.
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O d Town Bridge (Four Arch Bridge)
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Bi bl i ography

Hird, Hamlton O History of Mddlesex County, Philadelphia: J, W Lews
and Conpany, 1890, p, 384»

Hudson, Alfred Sereno, The Annals of Sudbury, Véyland and I\/aynard Town of
Sudbury, 1891, pp, 7-8, 139, 140, .

Véyl and Town Clerk's Record, Vol, 2, 1819-1853. Handwitten i n Town vault,
Decenber 28, 1846; Novenber 7, 1847; Novenber 13, 1848,

Inspection i n 1972 by Lewis L, Bowker, Vyland Town Surveyor and Engineer to
conpare present bridge with specifications i n 1847 town record.
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Hudson, A'S, Annals of Sudbury, ¥ayl and, and I\/aynard (published
by the Town of Sudbury, 18*51), p 8

A ibid, p 8 4 e e

3 Hurd, Ham lton D, History of i"!"iddlesex County, (Phila., JW Lews
, and @,, 1890), p 355

GPO 921-7 24



THE OLD TOWN BRIDGE.

The flrst '-cart bridfjc" in Sudbury over the riv*~r was built nt this spot about ami the
structure then erected is said to have been the Hrst frame
bridge in Middlesex County.

The settlers came; they spanned tlie stream
With quaint old bridge of massive beam ;
Andthnmgh the years that sinee have rolled,
A bridge has east its shadow eold
Al From bank to bank, wlieredark and slow
' The Musketahquid's waters ilow.
Home Mtloi/ie-s.

taken from: Hudson, A.S., Annals of Sudbury, Wayland, and Maynard,
(published by the Tom of Sudbury, lIS*S*arfS'S?

VA fe i 1l e
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomnation formis being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below REASE TH S KB THE NOMINATI ON

|SHES.BMITTED

Descri pti on:

8 Satenent of Significance:

O Bibliography:
10 Geographical Data —Acreage:
UMRef erence(s) :
Verbal Boundary Description;

12 Certification: r4u”™ =ML ~JifP ANANIS-KA MW A ARNIN ANc. A

Phot ogr aphi ¢ Gover age:

Mp Qverage:

Q her: AT>M<Ct>t-C ~ A rvWn 4t YM7aANal M * AuXXA fhxa®

Questions concerning this nom nation may be directed to ICfirTE CjtLC
on the National Register staff, telephone
Thank you for your attention to the above itens,

ahief. Branch of Registration*” , NT: 21 05_74

United States Departnent of the Interior National Park Service WEO N. 8
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AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Route 27; 1«5 mles northwest of Route 126 intersection
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VJavland

STATE: CopDE COUNTY:

cMiPetts
3. MAP REFERENCe
SOURCE:
TMaTiard Quadrangle rTeolo;9;ical S-grvey T'ap
us SCALE 1; 211j009’
u m
[, REQUIREMENTS'
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North orrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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United Sates Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY KBFBR TO:

MR 31 196

Dear Federal Representative: "t /

This National Register nomnation is returned toyou for technical

or professional revision as requested on the enclosed sheet. During
the period when you are conpleting the revisions necessary for re-
submssion tothe National Register, the property will be protected
by the provisions of Executive Order 11593, Section 2(b), asitise
likely toneet the criteria for listing onthe National Register.
The nane and address of the property will also appear in the "Federal
Register" as a 2(b) determnation until the formal nomnationis
approved, at which time it will appear in the "Federal Register"”
with the other entries.

Should any situation arise concerning Federal action which will
affect this property, please consult the Advisory Council on His-
toric Preservation, 1522 K Street, NW, Suite 430, Véshington, DC

20005.
Sincerely yours, *
» ['? /
WlliamJ. MuKagh /

Keeper of the National Register

INT: 1900-73
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L ocation
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Stata Hlatorie Pvaaarvatloii Offlaac
Mra Elizabeth &. ibMuim
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40 Baoaoa Strwit
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Paul  Guzzi M beacon. S\'eel rchaon, M (Uiaelieai  oJsvos

727-8.1N70
21 August 1975
M. Charles Herrington, Chief o ¥ -\,

Registration
National Register of Historic Places

U5 Departraent of thelnterior . N
18th and C Streets, N W J' Te
Washi ngt on, D.C. 20240 VL - N
Dear Char 3. es: L

Encl osed please find three National Register nomnation forns and a
continuation sheet for thefollowingproperties:

1, Matthews Fulling Mill Site, North Brookfield
2. Town Hall Square Historic District, Sandw ch
3. Deacon Vlillard Levds House, Wl pol e

4. O d Town Bridge, Wayland. .UCon i pyation sheet).

e A Ujciut Eo-

The Matthews Fulling Mill site inNorth Brookfieldwas previously submtted

for a determnation of eligibility and on July 10, 1975 was determned eligible
for inclusion i n theNational Register. The property was voted eligible

by t he Massachusetts State Review Board on July 8, 1975 and i s now being
submtted fortheconventional National Register listing.

The continuation sheets fortheO d Town Bridge contain additionstoa

Federal property sent because thelocal conm ssion wanted t o expand the i n-
formation i ntheformandtoclarify some of t hepossibly m sleading
stateinents i ntheformoriginally submtted. \

The North Brookfield, Sandw ch, and Wl pol e properties have been voted
eligible by t heMassachusetts Historical Conmission (theState Review Board)
and have been signed by t heState Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth
Reed Amadon.

Sincerely yours, *

Pcitricia |.. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

PLW pj j
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