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NPS Form 10-900 
(Oct. 1990)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form

OMB No, 10024-0018

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the 
National Register of Historic Pieces Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking V in the appropriate box 
or by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ‘N/A“ for ’not applicable.’ For functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries 
and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property __________________________________________ ___________________ _

historic name Bertram Bridge

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number _

City or town____

state Iowa

Ely Street over Big Creek

Bertram

□ not for pubiication

□ vicinity

code lA____ county code 113 2ip code 52406

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination
__request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
pry^i^ meets__ does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant

tally stat^de locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

- ■ 7/)hpr: ___________4/-
na official/Title

OF IOWA
Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property__meets__ does not meet the National Register criteria. (__ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I h^by certify that the property is: 
a entered in the National Register

□ See continuation sheet
□ determined eligible for the National Register

□ See continuation sheet
□ determined not eligible for the National Register
□ removed from the National Register
□ other, (explain):

NPS Form 10-900 
(Oct. 1990) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Natiortal Parle Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

0MB No. 10024-0018 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking 'x' in the appropriate box 
or by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 'N/A' for 'not applicable.' For functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries 
and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 

1. Name of Property 

historic name ______ B_e_rt_rarn __ B_n_·d_,g"'"e ______________________ _ 

other names/site number--------------------------------

2. Location 

street & number _____ E_,ly=------S_t_re_e_t_o_v_e_r_B--'ig..__C_r_e_e_k ___________ _ □ not for publication 

city or town _______ B_e_rtr __ arn ____________________ _ □ vicinity 

state ___ Io_w_a ____ code _I_A ___ county _Linn_· ________ code _1_1_3 __ zip code 52406 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 1(. nomination 
_ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 

· · Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 
es not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

J)S, 
OFIOWA 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property _ meets _ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( _ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I h~by certify that the property is: 
f:i entered in the National Register 

□ See continuation sheet 

□ determined eligible for the National Register 
□ See continuation sheet 

□ determined not eligible for the National Register 

□ removed from the National Register 

□ other, (explain): 

Date 



Bertram Bridge Linn County; Iowa
5. Classifibatlon
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

□ private
B public-local
□ public-state
□ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

□ building(s)
□ district
□ site
B structure
□ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter 'N/A' if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Highway Bridges of Iowa_____________

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing
0

Noncontributing
0 buildings

sites

structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION/road-related

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION/road-related

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: pinned Pratt through truss

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete filled iron

walls __________________________________

roof

other___ Steel nr w-rrmijlrh -j T~<~>n

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Located in Bertram, the Bertram Bridge spans Big Creek in a small-town setting that has changed 
little since the structure’s period of significance. A description of the structure follows:
span number; 2 
span length: 90.0’
total length: 224.0’
roadway wdt.: 15.4’

construction date: 1891 
construction cost; $2927.00 
current condition: good
alterations: none

superstructure: steel or wrought iron, 5-panel, pin-connected, Pratt through truss, wdth timber stringer 
approach spans

substructure: main spans: concrete-filled iron cylinder piers; approach spans: wood pile piers and
abutments with timber back- and wingwalls 

floor/decking: asphalt-covered timber deck
other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels with cover and batten plates; lower 

chord: 2 looped rectangular eyebars; hip vertical: 2 looped square eyebars; vertical: 2 
channels with lacing; diagonal: 2 looped rectangular eyebars; counter: 1 looped square 
eyebar with tumbuckle; Armco railings; floor beam: tapered "fishtail" plate girder, U- 
bolted to superstructure; top and bottom lateral: round rod; portal bracing: 2 angles 
with flat bar lattice; sway bracing: 2 angles; builder’s plate: J.E. Jayne & Son Bridge 
Builders / Iowa City, Iowa / 1891

Other than maintenance-related repairs, the bridge remains essentially unaltered as it continues to 
carty vehicular traffic. The Bertram Bridge today retains a high degree of integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.

Bertram Bridge 

5. Classlflcatlon 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

□ private 
■ public-local 
□ public-State 
□ public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

□ building(s) 
□ district 
□ site 
■ structure 
□ object 

Name of related muhlple property listing 
(Enter 'N/A' if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

Highway Bridges of Iowa 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION/road-related 

7. Description 
Architectural Classlflcatlon 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

other: pinned Pratt through truss 

Narrative Description 

Linn County; Iowa 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

0 0 buildings 

0 0 sites 

1 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

1 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
In the National Register 

0 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION/road-related 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Concrete filled iron 

walls ________________ _ 

roof _________________ _ 

other_Steel O.L wrought j ron 

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 

Located in Bertram, the Bertram Bridge spans Big Creek in a small-town setting that has changed 
little since the structure's period of significance. A description of the structure follows: 
span number: 2 construction date: 1891 
span length: 90.0' construction cost: $2927 .00 
total length: 224.0' current condition: good 
roadway wdt.: 15.4' alterations: none 
superstructure: steel or wrought iron, 5-panel, pin-connected, Pratt through truss, with timber stringer 

approach spans 
substructure: main spans: concrete-filled iron cylinder piers; approach spans: wood pile piers and 

abutments with timber back- and wingwalls 
floor/decking: asphalt-covered timber deck 
other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels with cover and batten plates; lower 

chord: 2 looped rectangular eyebars; hip vertical: 2 looped square eyebars; vertical: 2 
channels with lacing; diagonal: 2 looped rectangular eyebars; counter: 1 looped square 
eyebar with turnbuckle; Armco railings; floor beam: tapered "fishtail" plate girder, U­
bolted to superstructure; top and bottom lateral: round rod; portal bracing: 2 angles 
with flat bar lattice; sway bracing: 2 angles; builder's plate: J.E. Jayne & Son Bridge 
Builders/ Iowa City, Iowa/ 1891 

Other than maintenance-related repairs, the bridge remains essentially unaltered as it continues to 
carry vehicular traffic. The Bertram Bridge today retains a high degree of integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 



Bertram Bridge Liim County; Iowa
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the crrteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing)

□ A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

■ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components 
lack individual distinction.

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ENGINEERING

Period of Significance

1891
(The period of significance is derived 

from the original construction date.)

Criteria Considerations
(Mark ‘x* in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:
□ A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object,

□ Fa commemorative property.

or structure.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on continuation sheets.)

Significant Dates

1891 (construction date)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
designer:

unknown
fabricator:

unknown
builder;

J.E. Jayne & Son, Iowa City LA

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(CKe the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record

one or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:

■ State Historic Preservation Office
□ other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ other

name of repository:

Bertram Bridge 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable Natlonal Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing) 

□ A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

■ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components 
lack individual distinction. 

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark •x- in all the boxes that apply) 

Property is: 
□ A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

D B removed from its original location. 

D C a birthplace or grave. 

D D a cemetery. 

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

D F a commemorative property. 

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Blbllographlcal References 

Blbllography 

Linn County; Iowa 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ENGINEERING 

Period of SlgnHlcance 

1891 
(The period of significance is derived 
from the original construction date.) 

Significant Dates 

1891 (construction date) 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

NIA 

Cultural Affiliation 

NIA 

Architect/Builder 

deslgn,,r: 

unknown 
fab ricator: 

unknown 
builder: 

J.E. Jayne & Son, Iowa City IA 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

□ previously listed in the National Register 
□ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
□ designated a National Historic Landmark 
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record 

Primary locatlon of additional data: 

■ State Historic Preservation Office 
□ other State agency 
D Federal agency 
□ Local government 
□ University 
D other 

name of repository: 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8^)

Untted States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Section Number 8 Page 1 Bertram Bridge Linn County; Iowa

Comprised of two identical Pratt through trusses, the Bertram Bridge extends across Big Creek 
in the village of Bertram in southern Linn Coimty. A bridge plate indicates that it was built 
by J.E. Jayne & Son of Iowa City, Iowa, in 1891. Minutes of a meeting of the Linn County 
Board of Supervisors in January 1892 reported that the 224-foot Bertram Bridge, with iron 
tubular piers and two 20-foot approaches, had cost $2,927.00. The Pratt through truss con­
figuration was employed on many bridges in Liim Cotmty in the late 19th and early 20th cen­
turies. Since its construction, the Bertram Bridge has carried relatively light traffic and 
currently maintains a high degree of both structure and historical integrity.

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section Number 8 Page 1 Bertram Bridge 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Linn County; Iowa 

Comprised of two identical Pratt through trusses, the Bertram Bridge extends across Big Creek 
in the village of Bertram in southern Linn County. A bridge plate indicates that it was built 
by J.E. Jayne & Son of Iowa City, Iowa, in 1891. Minutes of a meeting of the Linn County 
Board of Supervisors in January 1892 reported that the 224-foot Bertram Bridge, with iron 
tubular piers and two 20-foot approaches, had cost $2,927.00. The Pratt through truss con­
figuration was employed on many bridges in Linn County in the late 19th and early 20th cen­
turies. Since its construction, the Bertram Bridge has carried relatively light traffic and 
currently maintains a high degree of both structural and historical integrity. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8^)

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Section Number 9 Page 2 Bertram Bridge Linn County; Iowa

Iowa Department of Transportation, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 000640.

Linn County Bridges, Supervisors’ Proceedings, 1843-1900: page 197 (January 1892), located 
at the Lirm County Engineer’s Office, Cedar Rapids lA.

Field inspection by Charlene K. Roise, 28 September 1991.

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-U) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Natlonal Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section Number 9 Page 2 Bertram Bridge 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Linn County; Iowa 

Iowa Department of Transportation, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 000640. 

Linn County Bridges, Supervisors' Proceedings, 1843-1900: page 197 (January 1892), located 
at the Linn County Engineer's Office, Cedar Rapids IA. 

Field inspection by Charlene K. Roise, 28 September 1991. 



Bertram Bridge Linn County; Iowa
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 15 622100 4645760__________
zone easting northing zone easting northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property)
The nominated property is a rectangular-shaped parcel measuring 17 feet by 224 feet, which is 
centered on the UTM point(s) listed above. Included within this rectangular parcel are the bridge’s 
superstructure, substructure, approach spans and floor system.

Boundary Justification
(Expiain why the boundaries were seiected)

The nominated structure includes the bridge’s superstructure, substructure, floor system, any ap­
proach spans and the property on which they rest. These boundaries encompass, but do not exceed, 
all of the property that has been historically associated with the bridge.

11. Form Prepared By____________________________________________________ _________ __

name/fitle Robert Hybben, Charlene Roise and Michelle Crow-Dolby
organization Fraserdesign date 31 August 1994
street & number 1269 Cleveland Avenue 

city or town Loveland______________

telephone 303-669-7969

state_____ Colorado 2ip code 80537

Additional Documentation
Submit the foiiowing items with the compieted form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A uses map (7% or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location 
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property 

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additionai items)

Property Owner
(Compiete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)

name/title_______Town of Bertram

street & number 

city or town___

telephone 

state____ zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement; This information is being coiiected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eiigibiiity for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to 
obtain a benefit in accordance with the Nationai Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Pubiic repotting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and compieting and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any 
aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, Nationai Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the 
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.

Bertram Bridge 

1 O. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property less than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1 __ 1_5_62_2_1_0_0_46_4_5_7_60 _____ _ 
zone easting northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property) 

Linn County; Iowa 

2 ___________________ _ 

zone easting northing 

The nominated property is a rectangular-shaped parcel measuring 17 feet by 224 feet, which is 
centered on the UTM point(s) listed above. Included within this rectangular parcel are the bridge's 
superstructure, substructure, approach spans and floor system. 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected) 

The nominated structure includes the bridge's superstructure, substructure, floor system, any ap­
proach spans and the property on which they rest. These boundaries encompass, but do not exceed, 
all of the property that has been historically associated with the bridge. 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title ___ R_o_b_e_rt_H..<,.y_b_be_n...,:c,_C_h_a_r_le_n_e_R_o_i_se_a_n_d_M_ic_h_ell_e_C_r_ow_-D_o_l_b~y _________ _ 

organization Fraserdesign date 31 August 1994 

street & number 1269 Cleveland A venue telephone 303-669-7969 

city or town ___ L_o_v_e_l_an_d ____________ _ state Colorado zip code 8053 7 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7½ or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property 

Additional Items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

name/title Town of Bertram 

street & number ___________________ telephone ______________ _ 

city or town ___________________ _ state ________ zip code ____ _ 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to 
obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any 
aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the 
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Mapped, ed ited, and publ ished by the Geological Survey 
Control by USGS, NOS/NOAA, and Iowa Geodetic Survey 

Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs 
taken 1965. Fie ld checked 1968 

Polyconic projection. 10,000-foot grid ticks based on Iowa 
coordinate system, north zone. 1000-meter Universal Transverse 
Mercator grid ticks, zone 15, shown in blue. 1927 North 
American Datum. To place on the predicted North American 
Datum 1983 move the projection lines 3 meters north and 
13 meters east as shown by dashed corner ticks 

Fine red dashed lines ind icate selected fence and field lines where 
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked 

Red tint indicates area in which only landmark build ings are shown 

There may be private inholdings within the boundaries of 
the National or State reservations shown on th is map 
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UTM GRI O AN D 1982 MAGNETIC NORTH 
DECUNATION AT CENTER OF SHEET 
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ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

G 
QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

Primary highway, all weather, 
hard surface 

Secondary highway , al l weather, 
hard surface 

0 U. S. Route 

Revisions shown In purple and wood land complied from 
aenal photographs taken 1980 and other sources. This 
1nformat1on not fie ld checked . Map edited 1982 

Purple tint indicates extension of urnan areas 

Light-duty road, all weather, 
improved surface 

Unimproved road , fair or dry 
weather 

Q State Route 

BERTRAM, IOWA 
N41 52.5-W9130/7.5 

1968 
PHOTOAEVISED 1982 

OMA 7667 I NE - SERIES V876 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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CLG NATIONAL REGISTER REVIEW
CLG Name Linn County Date of Public Meeting

FEB -2 !ooR

1/22/96

Property Name Bertram Bridge

1. For Historic Preservation Commission:

Recommendation of National Register eligibility 
[ j Recommendation of National Register ineligibility

Signature

Address Ely Street over Big Creek

Reason(s) for recommendation:

2. For Chief Elected Local Official:

Recommendation of National Register eligibility 
[ ] Recommendation of Nationai Register ineligibility

Signature

Reason(s) for recommendation:

jserrramy ia

Date

Date Ib/JU

3. Professional Evaluation Name
M^ecommendation of National Register eligibility 
[ i Recommendation of National Register ineligibility

(^>Ccx/ ^

^ cjJi/rs

Signature

Reason(s) for recommendation:

ConOL^ Unjti

Xaxq Date /

RETURN TO:
^ KERRY C MCGRATH, STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA, NEW HISTORICAL BUILDING,

600 EAST LOCUST, DES MOIINES IA 50319-0290

FEB - 2 n"~ CLG NATIONAL REGISTER REVIEW 

CLG Name __ L_i_nn __ C_o_un_t_y __________ _ Date of Public Meeting __ 1_1_22_1_9_6 ______ _ 

Property Name Bertram Bridge 

1. For Historic Preservation Commission: 

(lf Recommendation of National Register eligibility 
[ ] Recommendation of National Register ineligibility 

Signature ~ -t;Le @~/ 
Reason(s) for recommendation: 

2. For Chief Elected Local Official: 

N Recommendation of National Register eligibility 
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Reason(s) for recommendation: 

Address Ely Street over Big Creek 
Bertram, IA 
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Date 
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~ecommendation of National Register eligibility 
[ ] Recommendation of National Register ineligibility 
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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
MARY COWNIE, DIRECTOR 
CHRIS l~RAMlR. DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

August 25, 2014 

The Honorable James Drahos, Mayor 
City Hall 
1244 2nd Street 
Bertram, IA 52401 

COPY. 

Re: Bertram Bridge, AKA Ely Street Bridge (FHW A# 000640) 

Dear Mayor Drahos, 

TERRYE. BRANS.IA[), GOVERNOR 
KIM REYNOI DS, LT. GOVERNOR 

It has come to the attention of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) that the above referenced 
property was destroyed in a flooding event, a presidentially declared disaster and has lost National 
Register of Historic Places integrity as a result of the damages sustained. As a resource owned by the city 
we are providing this letter as notification to the owner and to the Chief Elected Official of Bertram City. 
The SHPO will be requesting that the National Park Service delist/remove the bridge from the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The SHPO, FEMA and HSEMD respectfully request that the owner and Chief Elected Official waive their 
30-day comment period. The urgent need in this situation is to remove the remaining debris from the 
water and dispose of all structural debris. 

.. 
If you have questions, Beth Foster Hill can be contacted at beth.foster@iowa.gov. 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Foster Hill 
National Register Coordinator 

for 

Steve King 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

<;T,\fE HISTOf<IC.\I 8UILDll~G • GOO E lOC!IST ST , DES 11.0!l·lF$ If, 503!9 • 0 • ~15 251.:.lll • CllLTUfi/ LAFFAl•,s OflG 



IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
MARY COWNIE, DIRECTOR 
CHRIS KRAMER, DEPU1Y DIRECTOR 

August 28, 2014 

Paul Loether, Chief 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street, N.W.-- 8th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

TERRYE. BRANSTAD, GOVERNOR 
KIM REYNOLDS, LT. GOVERNOR 

RECEtVED2280 

OCT 2 4 tU 4 

~•AT REf.HSTER OF'41STOOICPl, tES 
' . t t ,.IONAI · 1.\RK5£1l\JICE 

The following property needs to be delisted from the National Register. We hope that you will 
find the enclosed information provides sufficient evidence. 

Bertram Bridge, AKA Ely Street Bridge (FHWA #000640), Bertram, Linn County, Iowa 

~4 
Steve King 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

STATE HISTORICAL BUILDJNG • 600 E. LO CUST ST. • DES MOINES. IA 50319 • P: 515 281.5111 • CULTURALAFFAIRS ORG 



From: Toye, Teri 
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 I :08 PM 
To: 'Covington, William [HSEMD]'; Ballanger, Jerald [HSEMD]; Beardsley, Robert; Mitch McCann; Svendsen, Marlys [HSEMD]; 
'leon.freeman@iowa.gov'; Wiese, Jim [HSEMD] (James.Wiese@iowa.gov); aimee.bartlett@iowa.gov; Moser, Jordan [HSEMDl 
(Jordan.Moser@iowa.gov); Sessa, Kenneth (Kenneth.Sessa@fema.dhs.gov) 
Subject: RE: City of Bertram 

BJ ct al., 

The Be11ram Bridge, AKA Ely Street Bridge (FHWA# 000640) was destroyed in the flooding event. It's listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) (Item# 98000531 ), however, it has lost NRHP integrity as a result of damages sustained in the 
disaster. I will ask the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to request that the National Park Service (NPS) delist it from the 
NRHP, and will ask the SHPO to provide you with that documentation, once available. Standard procedure would be to notify the 
SHPO that it's lost NRHP integrity as a result of the declared disaster in accordance with Stipulation 11. Applicability D. of the 
attached FEMA/Iowa Programmatic Agreement, or FEMA could request the SHPO to request the NPS to delist an historic prope11y 
from the NRHP, if in fact it has been destroyed, or no longer retains NRHP integ1ity. In any case, we would typically do neither until 
we have an undertaking, which would be when there's a sub-grant application submitted to the EHP review queues. l will go ahead 
and do the former in this case, and consider it EIIP frontloading, and will ensure that you are provided with documentation once 
available. 

Bob called me about this bridge this morning and he was concerned that the sub-applicant hadn't talked to the SHPO. The sub­
applicant should NOT talk to the SHPO. FEMA docs that, and we do that once we have an undertaking, which would be when there's 
a sub-grant application submitted to the EHP review queues, however, we might do some early frontloading coordination with the 
SJ-IPO. 

Marlys also called me about this bridge this morning and wanted to know who was responsible to notify the SHPO ifan NRHP listed 
property has been destroyed in a disaster. I explained the process to her on the phone, and the previous comments should clarify that 
for all of you. In any case, it's always FEMA who does any notification and/or consultation with the SHPO. 

I assume there could be an emergency protective measures sub-grant application for debris removal and a debris category sub-grant 
application for debris disposal, and a third permanent work sub-grant application for the bridge replacement. There are no historic 
preservation issues with debris removal and disposal, however, I hope they talked to the USACE before removing the debris from the 
water if they built a jetty or anything to access it. A case in point is the Sutliff bridge debris removal (DR-1763-IA) that was removed 
from the river by means or constructing and then removing a jetty in advance of the Project Worksheet's development and EHP 
review, and it was determined non-compliant and the funds denied. 

Furthermore, I understand that there has been some discussion regarding replacing this bridge with a replica truss. I truly doubt that 
would be the applicant's desired approach as it's still used as a roadway bridge and is only 13.4 feet wide. I assume they will want to 
replace this bridge in accordance with applicable codes and standards, and they will likely propose increasing the width to 
approximately 24 feet. I doubt that it would be cost reasonable to replace this with a truss bridge replica, and I assume it will be 
proposed to be replaced with a reinforced concrete slab bridge, however, eligibility of proposed scope of work and costs will be 
determined by the Public Assistance program, not EHP. It wouldn't come as any surprise if they want to increase the length as 406 
hazard mitigation or an Improved Project, whichever the Public Assistance program would approve. Obviously the former would 
provide greater financial benefit to the sub-grantee. An Improved Project would have to be requested following obligation of the repair 
to pre-disaster condition version, which could include applicable codes and standards upgrades. 

By the way, the damages to this bridge were first called to my attention by Tim McDermott, a bridge engineer with VJ Engineering in 
Iowa, on Wednesday, July 2, 2014, after it had been damaged the previous Friday, in advance ofa disaster declaration. I was still 
working in Iowa until f left for Kansas City on July 14 and then directly to Lincoln. Since the emails forwarded to me by Tim, that 
came from Steve Gannon and Brad Ketels with Linn County reference an inspection, I assume VJ may be Linn County's consulting 
engineering firm. Since Tim and VJ worked on the truss replica for the Sutliff Bridge in Johnson County, and the truss replacement at 
Motor Mill, Clayton County, both FEMA-funded projects under DR-1763-lA, I don't know why there was email traffic regarding the 
applicant "having been in contact with a company out of Pennsilvania [sic] that would replace the bridge with a like structure." I 
assume a replica designed and fabricated by Iowa companies would be more cost effective. A truss replica is likely a moot point in 
any case. 



After it was brought to my attention, as a courtesy, I notified Steve King, Doug Jones, Ralph Christian, and Paula Mohr at the SHPO 
on July 2 about this bridge having been destroyed. I also informed Ken Sessa the same day. 

I understand that Bob, Mitch McCann and Jerald Ballanger were making a site visit to this bridge today. I hope that visit is in regards 
to scope development for the replacement bridge and not unanswered questions regarding NRHP eligibility of the debris, or for 
curiosity sake as Bob suggested. 

There seems to be a lot of wheel spinning going on over there. 
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