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The Brandhoefer House, a three-story brick residence, was built in 
1887 on a hilltop overlooking Ogallala, 10th and Spruce Street. The brick 
was fired in Ogallala and the cut stone was shipped from Lincoln.

The house contains nine rooms. "The ceiling heights on the first floor 
are ten feet arid the exterior walls are 16 inches thick. One of the most 
significant inclusions in the house are the two bathrooms, which were 
generally non-existent in residences of that region and period.

The tiles for the two fireplaces on the first floor were painted and 
glazed in New Jersey. The interior graining and painting was done by L. 
Saarby, a Denver artist. The hand-painted floral designs on the woodwork 
of the master bedroom represents the intricacies of this Victorian crafts 
man; Painted with hot oil paint, thsse designs have retained their original 
brilliance. m

rn
The wood cornice detailing and the exterior cast iron ornamentation

complete the Victorian character of this prairie mansion.

In 1966 the Keith County Historical Society purchased the house and 
started restoration. In October of 1967 the house was dedicated as the 
Keith County Historical Museum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Leonidas A. Brandhoefer, originally from Pennsylvania, settled in 
Nebraska in the early 1870*8. He initiated a lumber business in York, 
Nebraska, Brandhoefer and Co. Lumber. In 1885 he sold the company and 
moved to Ogallala, where he took the cashier position at the Bank of 
Ogallala, one of the first banks organized in the community.

Mr. Brandhoefer started planning a new home in 1886 and construction 
proceeded in mid 1887. On July 17, 1887, he collapsed with a paralytic 
infliction of the spinal column. During his convalescency in York, his 
home was completed.

The financial struggles caused by his illness forced him to sell his
house in 1888. Shortly after selling it Mr. Branhoefer resigned from the
bank in order to find an occupation which would be of aid to his health.

By 1890 he was raising and shipping cattle and continued until the 
drought forced him out of business in 1892. In 1893 he moved to Omaha and 
later to Chicago, thus ending this man f s development attempts in the West.

The Brandhoefer House is Ogallala 1 s oldest brick landmark. The brick 
were fired in Ogallala's first brick kiln and are the same as those 
specified for Keith County's original court house. Architecturally the 
house is one of Nebraska*s best preserved examples of the Victorian 
Renaissance mode. Built in 1887, it was one of the first homes to 
express the popular eastern residential styles to the western settlements 
of Nebraska. The brick construction and eastern eleganCje^was a sharp con 
trast to early Ogallala1 s prairie setting.
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