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TRANSPORTATION: rail-related

7. Description
Architectural Classification
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COLONIAL: Georgian: MID 19" CENTURY: Greek
Revival. Gothic Revival: LATE VICTORIAN: Gothic.
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LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY AMERICAN: Bungalow
MIXED

Narrative Description

Millis (Norfolk County), MA
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SOCIAL: meeting hall
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LANDSCAPE: park, plaza
TRANSPORTATION: rail-related
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other
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7. Description

The Millis Center Historic District is located a the geogrgphic center of the town of Millis and indudesa
discrete neighborhood north of Main Strest (MA Route 109) conssting of severd residentid dredts, two
industrial complexes, a ssgmeant of the eest-wes railroad line, and the institutional landscgpe dong the main
route through Millis. Properties lining the dreetsin thisdistrict are reminiscent of the pattems of development
of thissmdl late 19" century industrial village and include dwellings, some commercia and industria
properties, and severd civic and institutional properties that supported the industry of thetown. There are 171
contributing resources - buildings, Stes, sructures and objects - which together form thisvillage center. Millis
is located southwest of Boston in Norfolk County and is bordered by Medfield on the eest where the Charles
River forms much of thistown boundary; Norfolk on the southesst and south; Medway and Holliston on the
west; and Sherborn on the north.

The district boundaries follow property lineswhich for the most part identify houselotslaid out and built in the
19" and early 7" century. There are atotal of 219 resources of which 169 are contributing and 50 are non-
contributing. Most of the contributing resources maintain aresidential use. Non-contributing resources include
45 buildings (of which 16 are garages or small outbuildings) constructed after the period of significance or
subgtantidly dtered disguising the original design intent. One object, the World War |1 Memorid, erected in
1998 was congructed after the period of significance as well as three other objects that are small granite markers
installed by the American Legion to memoriaizeMillis soldiers who died in action during other 20" century
was. The sze and scae of non-contributing dwellings tendsto be consstent with other modest dwellings in
thedistrict.  The remaining non-contributing resources are garages or low one-story commercid sructures that
ae lesscongadent, particularly due to site location towards the back of lots rather than & the dreet edge The
Plain Stregt Bridge dso is anon-contributing resource due to recongtruction in 2003.

Setting

Millis Center islocated on the main eest-west route, Main Street (Route 109), which cuts through Millis
connecting Medfield to the eest and Medway to the west and is framed by Plain Street on the eest and Exchange
Strest onthe west. The district congsts of three triangular sheped arees; the first includes both Sdesof Main
Stregt and extends north aong Exchange and Plain Streetsto their joint intersection with Curve Stret; the next
extends northeesterly adong Exchange and Curve to Union Street; and the third isformed by Union, Irving and
Daniels Stregts. Therailroad right-of-way dices through thisdistrict parallel to Main Stregt with an a-grade
crossng a Exchange Street. Therailroad is submerged well below Plain Street, which is carried over the tracks
by amodem concrete bridge that in 2003 replaced an earlier concrete bridge (MHC # 909).

(continued)
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Theterrain isrelatively flat in thiscentra part of Millis with the exception of abowl-like depresson in the
middle bound by Exchange, Union and Curve Stregts Thisareaiswooded and crestes a sanse of privacy
behind housss that line densdly built drestscgpes Theroad system isirregular with the arching Curve Stregt
and others cutting diagonally northeast and northwest from Main Street. Theseroads, laid out on the diagond,
converge forming irregular and wide intersections in & lesst three locations: Exchange and Union (photo 1),
Exchange, Curve and Plain; and Union and Curve. Severd of the intersections are named and have smadll
triangular green goeoes with minor monuments or markers. Only Main and Exchange Streets have curbs, the
others blend into the grassy strip & the edge. Some properties have low donewalls; others have low picket
fences, but most have nothing between the building and the drest.

Thedistrict isadensdy developed industrial village with factories, the railroad, housing to support the factories,
and commercid and institutional properties aswell. Modemization of the road system and many of the
buildingstell of continued prosperity. Today Millis Center is characterized by mid to laie 19" and early 20*
century modest dwellings (one exception isthe ca 1750 Moses Richardson House) lining the roads north of
Main Strest, two late 19* century industria facilities, and early- to mid-20* century commercid and

ingtitutional buildings. Most buildings are on modest |ots creating a sanseof an industria village center. The
presence of therailroad is an important feature asit supported the industries that were 0 vital to the
devdopment of this community. Some remnants of the railroad remain to convey this sanse of the former
railroad industrial hub including the tracks, the 1836 railroad station, and railroad spurs a the station and
factories.

Buildings

The buildings are discussed in chronological order and by style or form to convey the sense of deveopment of
the overdl landscgpe and to understand the interplay of the variousresources.  Only one dwelling remainsfrom
the 18* century. A few housesand one church were built prior to 1852, but most were condructed in the late

th th

19 adealy20 centuries. Nearly al buildings are of wood frame construction and range from the three-and
five-bay sde gable formtothe 1v2 or 2/2 sory front-gabled block with sde wings and rear els. The 20*
century infill housing tendsto be of amodest scde - M2 story bungaows, cgpes and ranch-syle houses
Originaly, buildings had wood shingle or clgpboard siding; however, savera have been covered with asbestos

th

shingles and many morewith vinyl siding. The 19 century buildings rest on granite or brick foundations. In

the early 20* century field and rubblestone were the preferred foundation materids, followed by concrete abit

later. Roof materid varies with most having agphdt shingles;, afew have date, in particular the long sone

buildings a the old Sted Edge Stamping and Retiiming factory on Curve Street. I n spite of the change of

sding material, architectura trim has been retained in many indances, and it isthe trim together with the
(continued)
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dimensions and use of materids that distinguish periods of construction as well as economic gatusof thefirst
owners.

Resdentia

Basc houseforms did not change as much as proportions and syles of architectural trim. With only afew
exceptions nearly al of the dwellings are representatives of every-day architecture with only modest eaboration.
Many of the dwellings represent more than one period of construction. Building datesin most cases ae
gpproximate and have been determined by reviewing atlases and mgpswhich date back only to 1852 for Millis
Center. At lesst two dregtsin the district - Irving and Lavender - were subdivided and built out for factory
employess; thus they are discussed as a group.

Ore center-chimney Georgian dwelling survives from the mid 18* century. The John Richardson House (191
Curve Stregt, MHC #100, photo 2) isatwo-story, five bay, center-chimney dwelling sheethed in wood
dgpboards and having an endosed entrance porch. In addition there is asde wing which isreported to have
been a cooper's shop. Windows have late 19* or early 20* century 2/2 sssh st in plain frameswith narrow
wood shutters. At the road edgeis alow ancient gonewall with flat cap sones In front of the housewhichis
dose totheroad isalarge mature magple tree. Interior detail is reported to include paneling,firepl aces,ad
wrought iron hardware.  The Jonathan Adams House (153 Union Street, MHC #126), dso congmcted ca
1750, hed similar details to the John Richardson House, however, it was demolished in 2005.

Only four 19* century dwellings are known to pre-date 1852. The only brick resdentia building in the district
isacgpe named the Josgph L. Richardson House (226 Union Sireet, MHC #174), which was built by 1852 and
may well have been built using bricksfrom the Richardson Brickyard of thisperiod. Itislocated on one of the
more locally cdebrated dtesas it isbelieved to be the place where Peter Adams (1622-1690) settled and where
the first town meeting and public worship occurred in 1713. The Adams house bumed and this brick smcture
wes in place by 1852 and attributed to Josgph L. Richardson who was afarmer and builder. Now the property
conggts of two single-story Capes, one brick (the earlier one) and the other wood frame on a concrete
foundation. They are linked by awood-frame hyphen. The wood-frame house unit is an addition that postdates
1942. Characteridtics of the brick part include the granite block foundation, brick walls, three bays, and an off-
center entrance in the Sde gabled faBade. Wood window frameswith 6/6 saeh ae st into the brick walls. Full
shed-roof dormers have been added to the property.

At the intersection of Exchange, Plain and Curve Streetsisthe Samud Dudley House (111 Exchange Stred,

MHC #163) which was congructed prior to 1852. The 2/4 sory sde-gabled house rests on a gone foundation.

Thefive-baymain block, which isthree bays degp, hes been covered with adbestos shingles and once hed fiall
(continued)
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comer boards under the molded eave and under the retums a the comers. Additions include atwo-gtory reer ell,
a shed roof modem wing on the eest Sde, and an endosed single story entrance porch a the centered entrance.
Ancther sde gable dwelling built before 1852 isthe Appleton Foser House (103 Curve Street, MHC #183). It
isthree bayswidewith the entrance positioned as adde hall entrance. Thisdwelling, which hes been covered
with vinyl siding, rests on agranite foimdation.

A houseform that wes repested many times- the gable front Sde hall plan- isfound in the H. Kingsbury
House (916-920 Main Strest, MHC # 156) built by 1852. The main block rests on a granite block foundation, is
22 gories high and two bayswide. This Gresk Revival form hes corner pogs, awide frieze, and full retumsin
the gable pesk. Itdianate updating includes the two-story projecting bay resting on abrick foundation on the
main fabade. Other additions are of the 20* century. A three-bay, M2 story gable front example isthe E.
Phillips House (283 Exchange Street, MHC # 173), d0 built by 1852. The houseretains its comer posts
carrying narrow retums and awide entablature, and side-lightsflanking the sde-hall door. This house hesa
large three bay nearly flat roof sde wing faced with an endased shed roof porch. The houseisbuilt into adope
in the land and garages have been added under the wing and next to the reer ell.

Over the next 25 years between 1852 and 1876 only ahandful of houses were congmcted in Millis Center.
However severd of those were substantial with architectura eaboration, fitting for aprogoerous resident.
Threefine examples of Itaianate style architecture are: the R.T. Morse House (166 Exchange Street, MHC
#165, photo 3), built ca 1855; the Josgph L. Richardson - Dr. E. L. Hill House (128 Curve Strest, MHC #82,
photo 4) from ca 1865; and the First Parish Congregationa Church Parsonage (now known as Church of
Christ) (151 Exchange Street, MHC #60) built in 1872. The Morse House conggts of two atached dements a
four-bay, two-story, sSde gable block behind abent house conssting of a 2/4 story L-shgped building with an
entrance porchwithin the L. Italianate features includeraking eaves with wide retums, paired comice brackets,
wide frieze board, wide comer posts, and squared chamfered posts carrying the two bracketed entrance porches.
The Jossph L. Richardson J. House, ageble front L-plan ssmcture hes similar detail to the Morse House The
bracketed eaves, entrance porches with chamfered posts and brackets, and pointed arched projecting bracketed
consoles over second-gory windows make this house one of the better local examples of the Itdianate style. An
additiona decorative feature is the incised pattem on the lintels over main faBade windows. The Parsonege d<o
isagood example of the Itdianate style. The gable front Sde hall house has bracketed eaves, double arched
window in the gable pesk, aprojecting polygona bay, pediment consoles over first and sscond story windows
and full dde lightsflankingthe side hall entry. The hipped roof porch carried by tumed posts gopears to be a
dightly later addition. The Parsonage Carriage House (117 Curve Street, MHC #117) with mansard roof was
converted to aresdencein the 20* century.

(continued)
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During the third quarter of the 19* century some resdenceswere established on Main Street. The William P.
Frink House (878 Main Street, MHC #153) is one of two remaining pre-1880s examples between Plain Stregt
and Exchange Street the eadt and west boundaries of thisdistrict. Although dtered with additions, the original
L-plan with gable front main block and Sde wing on brick isevident. Two-story projecting bays have been
added to the main fagade of the Sde wing and to the west wall of the gable front block. The three-bay faBade
with center entrance has afull width soreened 20* century porch.

Millis Center's most eaborate residentid property isthe Helen Van Kleek House (dlso known as Rocklawn,
270 Exchange Street, MHC #68, photo 5) designed and built in 1887 by Boston architect Frank W. Weston.
The siting of this house on aV-shgped |ot accentuates its prominence with two main facades facing Exchange
and Union Stregts. The house, now arestaurant, is set back from the roadways on alandscgped large lot which
hes imposing somee and copper beech trees. A hedge soreens the parking lot from the road. The complex
asymmetrica plan of the house addsto the variety and interest of this property. The three-story house hes
multiple rooflines, shingles, dapboards and half-timbering wall surface, projecting bays, wrap porches,
balconies, aporte-cochere, and variouswindow shgpes mogt of which have 6/2 saeh. It retson afield sone
foundation.

Many modest dwellings survivefrom the 1890s when saverd nearby industries became firmly established. The
Millis Companyfinancedthe constmction of gpproximately 60 cottages. New dregtswere laid out including
Lavender and Irving Stregts. Lavender Street (photo 6) is amature streetscgpe with moderatdy szed |ots, most
of which arejust under 15,000 square feet and smilar satbacks and most have large mature deciduous trees.
There are twelve gable front dwellings al built ca 1890. Most retain asimilar form with sdehdl plan, are
1/4-2 sory dwellings and have avariety of reer ellsand Sde wings as well as endosed fiall width or entrance
porches. Two examples of the Victorian Eclectic cottages with dightly more elaboration than others are 16 ad
64 Lavender Street. Each has decorative shingles in the gable pesks. Thehouse a 16 Lavender Strest (MHC
#117) hes atwo-story projecting round bay on the southeest comer of the house, and the dwelling a 64
Lavender Strest (MHC #105) has an oriel above the enclosad wrap porch as well as a sngle-story projecting bay
on thewest dde. Each of these housesis on acomer lot that isdightly larger (17,000+ s0.ft.)than otherson
Lavender Stredt.

Thewestem end of Irving Strest was part of an 1891 subdivision of land that included twenty-saven lots on
Irving, an extendon of Curve Street, and afew lotson the northeest sde of Union Street (MHC AreaForm B).
The lotsare of smilar sze between 5,600 and 10,000 squeare feet with acouple of exceptions. The most
prevdent building formin this areais the gable-front sde-hall entrance dwelling of which there are nine that
werebuilt in the 1890s Resting on mortar and sone foundations, most now are sheethed in arange of materias
including wood clgpboard or shingles and synthetic siding. These houses have asphdt roofs, boxed
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eaves and asingle brick chimney to one dde of the ridge; some haveretums. While al retain a sde-hdl
entrance, the facades have been otherwise dtered with single-story porches, someof which are enclosed. Each
houseistwo gories with apair of second-gory windows in the gable pesks. The windows were likely 2/2
originally athough mos have been replaced. Severd of these gable-front resdences have two-story projecting
bays. Many of the dwellings have sngle-car garages

An important houseinMillis Center isthe Arthur E. Appleyard House (324 Union Stret, MHC #175) built in
ca 180 in the Colonia Revival style. Thetwo-story, Sde-gable, main block rests on agranite foundation, hes
been covered with vinyl siding but retains trim details, and hes afive-bayfeBade with asymmetrica fenestration
pattem and predominantly 2/2 windows. A two-story centered entrance bay projects dightly; it hes pilagters, a
Pdladian window on the second fioor, and is capped by abroken pediment. A single-story porte-cochere
extends from the bay to cover the driveway and front porch. It hes ahalf-hipped roof supported by plain Doric
columns that are paired in the front, and single doser to the house. The asphdt shingled roof hes apair of
hipped dormers on the north roof dope, adightly off-center brick chimney a the ridgeline, and alarge sone
chimney on the north dope of the eedt gable end. There are raking comices and retums &t the gable ends and a
window in eech gable peek. The house hasasde wing with porch on the northwest end, and aporch on the
outheest 9de. Also onthis Sde there is amdimentary breezeway connecting this late 19* century dwelling
with ast of town housesthat face Pollard Sireet but retain the 324 Union Street address: The atteched

arangemant was necessary to meet zoning requirements.

Anocther late 19* century houseof noteisthe S A. Newhouse House (909-911 Main Strest, MHC #155), which
hes dways been atwo-family dwelling. Built by the Millis Company for workers housing between 1890 and
1892 on afieldstoneand mortar foundation, this gambred-roofed ssmcture isdivided vertically to form a duplex
with two-story projecting polygona bays on each and 20* century entrance porches covering the entrance bays
of eechunit. Late 20* century modificationsincludevinyl siding and shutters, shed roof dormers built on top of
the projecting bays, and enclosure of one entrance porch. The duplex aso hes three brick chimneys goeced
aoross the roof ridge.

At the eest end of Irving Street and along Daniels Streat the land was subdivided into lots and some dwellings
were built ca 1900 (between 1890 and 1909). Two Osgood T. Dean Houses (45 Danids Stireet, MHC #176 and
53 Danids Street, MHC #178) were built on land that Dean purchased in 1898; hencethe ca 1900 dateson these
two houses The dwelling a 53 Daniels Street is on adegp flat ot with the Queen Anne house sat well back
fromthe road. The house consds of atwo-story main block with irregular fenestration, atwo-story square
addition on one comer, and atwo-story polygona tower with apyramida roof on ancther comer. The house has
bean covered with vinyl siding. The other Dean house (45 Danidls Street), an Itdianate dwelling, dts dose to the
road and is shidded by overgrown shmbsand treesand alow post and rail fence. The geble front sde
(continued)
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hall house hes atwo-gtory cross gable on the north side, polygona projecting bays on the south sde, and a
smple added entrance porch & the Sde hall entrance.

On the southwest comer of Irving and Danids Stregtsis the Quean Anne style James Mullen House (46 Danids
Street, MHC #177), ca 1900. The two-story main block hes an el on the south Sde and alarge projecting bay
on thewes 9de. Resting on amortar and sonefoundationitis covered in vinyl siding. Featuresinclude an
irregular fenedtration pattem, projecting bay, a square stairhall casament window, a square and tumed pogs
carrying the porch, spindle screening, decorative verge boards, 2/1 window sash, and asingle brick chimney.
Opypodgte this property isthe Herbert Wade House (3-5 Irving Street, MHC #179), dso fromca 1900. ThelVi
dory dmcture conggs of a large Sde-gable block with additionsto the front and eest Sdes. The building is
covered in vinyl siding and agbestos shingles, and the foundation is acombination of mortar and sone, cinder
blocks, and poured concrete. Theroof is of varied pitches and asymmetricd lines, part of which isa gambrd
roof. Quean Anne features include tumed posts and baugters on the porch, apanded entrance door with alarge
uarelight, and projecting dements. Other features include 1/1 sssh and four brick chimneys.

Resdentid infill dong Exchange and Curve Sirests occurred in the 1910s, some are modest dwellings such as
192 Exchange Street (MHC  #121); and others are larger Colonial Revival houses such as 231 Exchange Stregt
(MHC #171). The land on which this latter property was constmcted was part of alarger triangular parce
bound by Union and Exchange Streets and included a leest one other house (225-227 Exchange Stregt dso
owned by Arthur Appleyard, MHC #) in the early 1900s. The Colonial Reviva two-story house a 231
Exchange hes a gegply pitched pyramidal hipped roof with two lower crossgables. The aross gables cover two-
dory projecting bays on the west and south eevations. The house, which has been converted to atwo-family,
hes ambble foundation, is covered with vinyl siding, and has an agphdt roof. Thetwo entrance doors on the
faBade are shdtered by atwo-story porch supported by squeare podis carrying a second story baudrade.

Other infill properties from this period are American Four Squares such as housesa 98 Exchange Stret (MHC
#161), 90 Curve Strest (MHC #181), and 98 Curve Strest (MHC #212). All built in ca 1915 are two-story
uare shaped houseswith segply pitched pyramidal roofs, boxed comices, and wide comice boards. The
house a 98 Exchange Strest is covered in wood dagpboard on the first floor and wood shingles on the second
floor. The faBade has a symmetrica fenestration pattem with 6/1 double hung seshes and casament windows
with pattemed glazing, while the other eevations are irregular. A single-story enclosed porch with a hipped
roof goans the entire falade. There aretwo, single-story, projecting bays on the south eevation; one is square
and orne is canted. The hipped roof dormers dso have casament windows. On Curve Street eechrests on a
mbblestone foundation. The house a 90 Curve has been covered with vinyl siding, while its neighbor (98
Curve) retains wood clgpboards and shingles.

(continued)
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A number of bungaows gopeared in Millis Center during the 1910sto 1930s Asinfill housing, the style
worked well on subdivided lots and offered additiona variety and interest to the landscape, while providing
modest housing in apopular form. Examples are 93 Curve Sregt (MHC #182), 180 Exchange Strest (MHC
#166), and 954 Main Strest (MHC #264), which now hes acommercid use  The Curve and Main Srest
examples have sde-gable orientations with wide raking eaves, 6/1 saah, and dormers with narrow verge boards.
The house a 93 Curve Stret has bracketed eaves, an incorporated porch which is encdlosad with multiple 2/2
windows, and aflaredroof a the rear that kicks out over asingle sory reer ell. The house on Exchange Stret
hes agable front orientation. 1t sts on a high mbblestone foundation, hes aprojecting bay on the south sde and
a shed roof entrance porch with clustered round coUonettes on high wood shingled bases and 6/1 windows.

Many of the housssbuilt a the tum of the last century have small single-car garages that dateto the 1920s
They are smilar with wood clapboard or modem vinyl siding, aset of double doors or a single modem overheed
door, and generdly asingle window and door on the long Sde dosest to the house. There are over 20 such
garages with only afew which have been dtered substantially <0 that they are non-contributing resources
Two-car garages that tend to be dightly later are more likely to have been dtered or date outsde the period of
sgnificance 0 that about half of those are non-contributing. Only acouple of examples of smal bams
converted to garages are evident.

Non-Residentia

Millis Center hes institutional, commercia and industrial resources, which round out the gory of thisindustrial
village's development. The earliest non-resdentia smcture isthe First Parish Congregational Church (142
Exchange Street, MHC #4, photo 7), now known as the Church of Christ. Built in 1850 as the Fourth
Mestinghouse, the church retains its megtinghouse formwith along gable front sanctuary and asmdler
projecting entrance portico that istopped with a squarethree-dage bell tower. Although the building hes been
covered with vinyl siding, it retains its window hoods (arched on the enclosed portico and rectangular labelson
the ddesof the mainblock) itsfull pediments in the gable pesk and bracketed tower.

The oldest known civic building in Millis Center isNiagaraHall (4 Exchange Strest, MHC #74, photo 8), built
as afirehousefor the hand-tub fire engine known as the "Niagara” The 2/4 story, gable-front building Sts dose
to the edge of the road neer the intersection of Exchange Sireet with Main Street. The main faBade was restored
toitsorigina gppearancein 2001 with the use of aMassachusetts Presarvation Projects Fund (MPPF) grant.
The centered fire engine doors a dreet level are topped by abracketed doorhood. Clgpboard siding hes been
restored and the building retains its Italianate details including the doorhood, bracketed eaves, and round
window in the gable pesk. Windows on the main faBade have been restored to 2/2 sash st in plain dightly
projecting frames. The building has lost its cupola or tower but retains itstwo brick chimneys on the ridge.
(continued)
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Thereisaca 1920 rear addition. Some interior plaster walls retain muras reported to have been painted in
1897. The murds includetwo scenes painted on wallsin the sscond story front room. Each isframed by
painted tgpestry or curtains {trompe! 'ecil). A mral scenedepicts afarmstead with fire shooting out of the bam
roof with onlookers watching an old fire pumper extinguishing the fire; the other isabucolic soane of afamily
picnic in front of awaterfall with rainbow. Restoration of the muras was part of the 2001 grant work.

The 1835 Lanang Millis Memoria Building (64 Exchange ., MHC #72, photo 9) was congdmcted asa
rallroad gation and town library. The sone Sructure has asegply pitched roof with awide overhang cregting a
wakway around the building. The wallsand the round tower atached to the southeast comer are mede of Sone
and trim including quoins, arches and horizontal banding is brownstone. Stones used to build the building and
tower were collected locally and 27 soneswere contributed by various out-of -town budnesses with whom
Millis hed been associated. Each isinscribed with the initials or the full name of the donating company. There
isawide two-gory projecting curved bay on the track sde of the building. Inscribed on the brown goneband is
"W. 148 m B. 22.7 m" to indicate the number of milesfrom the Millis station to Worcester to Boston. Large
hipped roof dormers with two windows each are found on the north and south roof dopes and awood ba cony
wrgps around the tower from the north comer of the building to the eestem gable end.

The industria properties are clustered a the eestem end of Curve and Union with the Sted Edge Stamping and
Retinning Plant (60 Curve Street, MHC #40, photo 10) established herein 1889 as the most prominent. The
nearby Josgph M. Herman Shoe Company (114 Union Street, MHC #128, photo 11) had begun as J. W.
Thompson Shoe Company by 1891. Each retains part of its old smcture and hes additions. The 1839 Sted
Edge Stamping and Retiiming Plant hes along rectangular donebuilding a itscore. Thisis marked by athree-
dory square tower with apyramida hipped roof Additiona buildings are connected to the late 19* century
factory. A high chain link fence enclosesthe property on the north, eedt, and west Sdes, and the railroad mns
aong the southem boundary separating this factory from the Cliquot factory which fronts on Main Street and is
not included in thisdistrict. The J. W. Thompson Shoe Company (114 Union Street, MHC #128) isa four-story
wood frame smcture that is covered with agphdt shingles. The main building and its additions havelow
pitched nearly flat roofs. A centrally located low tower is & the center of the original block.

At leedt two low One-Pat Conmiercia Blocks (as defined by Richard Longstreth's Building of Main Strest)

line the lower part of Exchange Streat These blocks are defined by their height of only one story and facades
that generdly have storefront windows and entrances generdly with some comice trim uniting the storefronts.
Congmcted in 1916 isthe one-pat commercia block that wraps the comer known as the Patent Medicine Store
(2 Exchange Street, MHC #84, photo 8). Thisbuilding, which wraps the comer, is asingle-story building with
gorefront windows. The rough faced concrete block remains, however the storefront windows have been

(continued)
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modified. A onepat commercia block islocated a 16-18 Exchange Street (MHC #158) which hes been dtered
dthough it retains itslow single story flat roof form with ahigh false frontwith small paired brackets & thetop.
The building hes four entrances eechfl ankedby a nearly square 20-light window. Although there was afive unit
building at thislocation in 1892, itisnot likely that thislow commercid style would have been built & thet time.
In addition the existing building gppears to have lessfrontage than the one shown on Sanbom magps in 1892,
1903, and 1910. The Winiker Block (26-30 Exchange Street, MHC #159, photo 12) is aone-pat commercid
block congmcted in 1935 to replace Snow's Hall (movie house), which bumed in 1934. The Winiker Block is
brick with three recessed sore entrances and a cag-stone decorative pargpet over the centra bay with "Winiker
Block" onthe sgn plague. Attached to the building is atwo-story gable front building 32 Exchange Stregt
(MHC #261, photo 12) that was constmcted in ca 1895 as agrocery sore. 1t survived the fire and the brick
Winiker Block was atached to it.

Memorial School (900 Main Street, MHC #73, photo 13) was constmcted in 1913 with amagjor addition in
1931 as the Millis High Schoal - all in the Classica Reviva style. Thered brick building isrectangular in
shepe with projecting pavilions on the west and north eevations. The main faBade faces west and hesfive
groupings of openings with acentra projecting entrance pavilion. Wide brick pilasters with projecting molded
capitds sgparate pands of first and second story windows. The projecting pavilion rises higher than the rest of
the building and hes cast-sione banding marking the pergpet as well as a cast-gone sgn reading "Millis High
School." The recessad entrance has a cast-gone arched quioin surround topped by aminor three-part, sscond-
dory window. The north elevation facingMain Sireet was the origina entrance before the school was expanded
to the south. Thiseevation dso hes aprojecting centra pavilion with two entrances, each with bracketed
pedimented lintels over multi-light transoms. A multi-light oriel is centered in aband of windows over a cast-
done sgnreading "Memorial School."” Just above the water table on this projecting pavilion is adate Sone
"1913." Unifying festures are two horizontal bands that wrap around the entire building; the molded comice
and the water table above the raised basement. Brick panding isan additiona decorative feeture. This building
wes reftirbished for town offices and rededicated in 1999 as the Veterans Memoria Building.

Two churches were built in the Center district in the first half of the 20* century. St. Paul's Episcopa Church
(903 Main Street, MHC #154) was constmcted in 1912 in the Arts and Crafts style. Desgned by George L.
Smith the succo and wood single-story church building ison alarge flat grassy |ot with mature trees, severd
benches, and dgns identifying the site. The building hes a degply pitched roof, exposed rafters under theraking
eaves fasehaf-timbering dong the water table and in the gable ends, and board and batten doors with wrought
iron srgp hinges. In 1937 the Catholics built S. Thomas the Apostle Church (66 Exchange Street, MHC #160)
desgned by Thomas M. McDonough. The neo-Gothic Reviva building ison aflat lot with alow fieldstone

(continued)
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wall a the sdewalk, young trees, and sculptured evergreensnestled againg the building. The stegply-pitched
gable front building hes been covered with vinyl siding but retains its Gothic features including pointed arched
door and gained glasswindow surrounds, buttresses between each Sde window bay, and arosettewindow in
the gable peek. Cdtic crosses are placed on the ridge a each geble pesk.

The American Legion Hall (130 Curve Strest, (aka 136), MHC #186), a Craftsman bunga ow-type building, was
congdmcted by membersof the American Legion in 1925. The 112 story,five-baybuilding hes Sde-gable roof
with wide overhanging eaves. The Hall rests on aconcrete foundation and is covered in wood dgpboards & the
first gory level and wood shingles on the gable pesksand gable dormers. The porch roof isan extenson of the
roof eaves and is supported by six plain squarewood posts resting on asolid porch baudtrade.  Windows have
&/1 double-hung seehes and the sted front door is omamented with the American Legion crest. Theexterior
brick chimney penetratesthe eest eave on the north gable end.

L andscape Features

The Millis Center Historic District hes severd small park-like arees - acommon, squares, and memorias.
Some were laid out in the 19* century; others more recently. At the intersections of Exchange, Curve and Plain
Sirestsis Holbrook Square and a common which once beonged to the Congregational Church (142 Exchange
Street). The long triangular common. Memoria Park (Exchange Street, MHC #917) hes severd tall atenuated
pine treeson its edges and a War Memoria (Exchange Street, MHC #917, photo 14) from 1935. The
monument condgsof alarge rock which is reported to have been ameteorite, which istopped by a bronze
eagle. Severd clipped yews encircle the monument. Itisfittingly across the wide intersectionfi:omthe
American Legion Hall, home of the Millis Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Grant Square (MHC #916) is a the intersection of Exchange and Lavender Streets. Once a square-shgped piece
of land it becameasmall triangle when Lavender Street was laid out in 1892. Today, onthe grassy triangle
reststhe Leonard DiCenzo Marker (MHC #921, noncontributing) asmall granite monument with a bronze
plague including the following inscription: "Leonard O. DiCenzo Pvt. Det. 12 1262D ASW US Army Korea
died 5 Nov. 1953

The grounds on the north and west Sdesof the Memorial School have severad important artifacts and
monuments. Along Main Street thereisaWorld War || monument which conssts of alarge cut granite done
with aplague, cobblestone path, and granite benchesas well as plantings to soften the landscgpe. A Holbrook
bell (900 Main S. MHC #905) has been placed on the grassy lawn dong Main Street. 1t dates to 1832 and weas
ingalled herein 1976. A clock (MHC #923, noncontributing) on afluted columnis located near the Sdewak
and the exit driveway. Behind the Memoria School off Park Road is alarge tovyn park known as Hosmer Field
(MHC #904). It contains playingfields,aplay areg, tennis courts and a 1931 sone banddand (MHC #919) st
up on aknoll and shidded by mature trees.

(continued)
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The Lansng Memoria Building hes apark between it and Exchange Street. On one grassy plot there isatall
done caim-like smcture (MHC #915) built over awell. It hes shmbs infront of it and issmilar to late 19*
century photographs of the ssmcture. Between the driveway and the railroad tracks there is another grassy area
on which gtsasmcture holding another Holbrook bell (MHC #914) cast in 1845 and Stuated herein 1985.

Noncontributing Resour ces

There are severa modest infill dwellings that do not contribute to the historic fabric but that are consgent in
dze and scadewith other dwellingsin the district or with the origina intent of early houses. The most common
form isthe ranch style - low single story dwellings, some of which were built just prior to the end of the period
of dgnificance; however as sSngle-story buildings they vary enough from contributing resourcesto be
determined noncontributing. Some buildings have been 0 dtered that it isdifficult to recognize the original
intent in which case they are noncontributing.

Although consdered noncontributing due to subgtantive changes the form of the ca. 1920s Herman House Hotel
(6-14 Danids Street, MHC #218) is &fiU evident. It retains a concrete foundation, wood siding, projecting oriels
on eech end, and itsSze and scde. Thetransformation from ahote to gpartments occurred by 1942; however,
recent updating with new entrancesis reason to categorize it as noncontributing.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are known within the district, Stesmay be present. Five ancient Stes
have been identified in the generd area(within one mile). Envirormiental characteristics of the district represent
locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) thet are favorablefor the presence of Native
dtes Much of the westem portion of the district includeswell-drained, relatively flat terrain containing
landforms formed inglacia outwash within 1,000 feet of wetlands. The entire district islocated within the
Charles River drainage with severd tributary dreams, wetlands, and ponds assodiated with Great Black Svamp
and Bogastow Brook located within 1,000 feet of the westem half of the district. Given the aboveinformation,
the sze of the district (approximately 110 acres), the extent of historic land use, and the presence of urban land,
alow to moderate potentia exists for locating ancient Native American resourcesin the district. Any ancent
Stesthat were located in the district were destroyed by 18* through 20* century residentid, industrid,
commercid, and civic development.

(continued)
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There isahigh potentid for locating significant historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Stmcturd
evidence may survivefrom avariety of 17* through 20th century buildings ranging from 17* and 18* century
farmdteads and resdencesto 19* century commercia block developments, railroad depots, and early 20*
century movietheaters. Stmctura evidence of outbuildings, bams, horse sheds, stables, and archaeologica
evidence of occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) assocated with both archaeologicd dtes and
extant buildings may dso survive.

Throughout the 17 and 18* centuries and well into the 19* century. Eagt Medway (Millis) was acommunity of
scattered farmdeads engaged in cattle grazing and agriculture. Stmctural evidence of farmateads including
outbuildings and occupationa-related features may survive from the earliest settlement in Millis Center,
demolished during King Philip'sWar in 1675. Additional historical resserch combined with archaeological
wrvey and testing may locate evidence of settlement that occurred in the late 17* and early 18* centuries.
Potentid dtesof early settlement are known a 191 Curve Sireet where Jonathan Richardson built ahouse (no
longer extant) in 1678, and a 226 Union Street where Pater Adams dso settled in 1678. The extant John
Richardson House (1750) a 191 Curve Street, which replaced the earlier 1678 Richardson House isthe only
surviving 18* century housein the district. The Sde wing a the extant Richardson House was reportedly built
as acoopars shop. No 17+ century properties survivein the district. Stmctura evidence may adso survived the
gte of the Jonathan Adams House (ca.l750) a 153 Union Street. Only afew housesand a church werelocated
in the Millis Center Historic District prior to 1852. Most industrial, commercia and residentia buildingswere
congmcted in the late 19* and early 20* centuries. Stmctural evidence may exist from an old depat building
that originally stood on the triangle of land on Union Street & the railroad crossng. Stmctura evidence from
the 19* century Charles Wedey Emerson House (demolished in 1982) may survive next to the Deen House &
45 and 53 Daniels Street. Archaeologica evidence may survive from an 1894 Second Empire commercia
block next to 32 Exchange Street and Snow's Hall (1910s), amovie theater that bumed in 1934 and was
replaced by the Winiker Block a 26-30 Exchange Sireet. Archaeological resources and extant residentid,
commercid, religious, and industrial buildingsin the district may exist with socia, cultural, and economic
asodations to the town's diverse population. Many homesin the district were company-owned housing. In the
18905, the Millis Companyfinancedand congtmcted gpproximately 60 homesin the district; possibly inhabited
by the town's Irish and later Russian immigrants. A recreational community aso existed in the didtrict locae as
indicated by the summer community that developed in the Fleesant and Village Streat area south of the district
and the exisence of severd late 19* and 20* century hotdls that catered to Jewish guests Potentia industrial
resourcesin the district may include ssmctural evidence of outbuildings and occupationd-related features
assocdaed with extant late 19* /early 20* century industries on Union Street and Curve Stregt and eaxlier
potentia industria production a outbuildings and in homes.

(end)
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Miiiis Center Historic District

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

| I BProperty is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

A C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

| 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

| |A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

| IBremoved from its original location.

Q ¢ a hirthplace or grave.

Q D acemetery.

| 1E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

Q F acommemorative property.

0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Millis (Norfolk County), MA

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ARCHITECTURE

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
ca. 1750 to 1957

Significant Dates

n/a

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder
Frank Weston - 324 Exchange St.
Thomas M. McDonough - 66 Exchange St

George L. Smith - 903 Main St.

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Opreliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

Opreviously listed in the National Register

Opreviously determined eligible by the National
Register

undesignated a National Historic Landmark

unrecorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

Primary location of additional data:

Estate Historic Preservation Office
Qother State agency
*Federal agency
ALocal government
r~IUniversity
_Other
Name of repository: Millis Public Library
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8. Satement of Significance

The Millis Center Historic District, an areathat developed to support growing local industries, is significant for
its assodation with thisimportant part of Millis' industrial and trangportation history and for the remaining
architecture that demondratesits place in the continuum of the community'shistory. The Millis Center Historic
Digtrict fiilfills CriteriaA and C & the local level and retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids in
omeingances, craftsmanship, feeling and association. Itissignificant a the local level for aperiod extending
from the constmction date of the earliest extant building, ca 1750 to 1957. During thistimethe village evolved
and retained itsdistinction as the industrial and civic center of Millis fromthe mid to late 19 centuty to the
present day.

Overview of the Devdopment of the Town of Millis

The political boundaries of Millis were formed through anumber of shiftsin town lines and sgparation from
larger earlier settled towns. Prior to English settlement, the territory belonged to Native Americans known as
the Nipmucs. Its English settlement history began in the 1640s when there was reference to alarge aeawes of
the Charles River as part of Dedham. 1n 1650 the westem part of Dedham including territory that eventualy
became Millis and Medway was st off to form Medfield. The part that would become Millis had been known
a Boggagtowe, named by the Nipmucs. Medfield land that was west of the Charles River was incorporated es
Medway in 1713. The first megtinghouse was condmcted a Bare Hill (outside thisdistrict) in the eesten
section of Medway. Throughout the 18¢ and most of the 19* century Medway hed two distinct villages. East
Medway and West Medway. 1n 1885 East Medway became incorporated as the town of Millis, named after
successful busnessmen and railroad executive, Lansing Millis (1823-1885).

Millis's stuation onthe Charles River medeit afavored location for substantia Native American activity.
Severd ees-west routes in the vicinity crossed the eestem town boundary, the Charles River, from Medfield
into East Medway. Theseroutes eventudly became main roadsin Eas Medway such as the Old Mendon Roed
which followed Dover Road and Village Strest in a southwesterly direction and Union Strest that led from the
Dover Road across to the northern part of Exchange Street. Plain Streat and the upper part of Exchange Stregt
formed an early north-south route, cormecting East Medway with Sherbom to the north. The Millis Center
Higtoric District evolved aong the northem part of Exchange, Plain, Union and Curve Streets Main Stregt
became amain eed-west transportation route with the opening of the Hartford and Dedham Tumpike (later to
be caled Main Street) in 1809. Exchange Street was extended to the tumpike (Main Street) by the early 19*
century.

(continued)
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Throughout the 18¢ and well into the 19* century East Medway was acommunity of scattered farms engaged in
agriculture and cattle grazing. There weretwo mill Stes- saw and grist mills- during the early days one a
Boggagtowe Pond and the other a Rockville, where asmall mill village evolved in the 18¢ century. Industria
devdopment of the early tomid 19* century led to the evolution of the village & Millis Center. This
deveopment began in the 1810s when George Holbrook cast hisfirst church bell in East Medway (now Millis).
This was the beginning of a long and profitable busness of manufacturing church and ingtitutional bells, pipe
organs, and clocks.

Although the railroad passed through Millis (then East Medway) as early as the 1850s and 1850s it was not until
the 1870s that service was firmly established. Known as the Woonsocket Division of the New York & New
England Railroad when it first opened in the 1850s and 1860s it had anumber of fitsand sartsdue to financial
difficulties of the variouslines. In 1898 it becameknown as the New Y ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad
through aleese arangement. 1t was the railroad and the entrepreneurship of Lanang Millis that tumed Millis
into asmal but thriving industrial village following the tovra's incorporation in 1885. Millis became the ste of
a leadt three substantia budnesses: adoefactory, aged company, and abottling company. Each took full
advantage of stesnext to the railroad for easy shipping of the products made. Each added to the work force
which led to abuilding boom for housing in the 1890s and early 1900s  Services too hed to be improved
including fire, schools, and other town amenities such as water and electricity. Lansang Millis and his heirs
played significant rolesin eech of these later pattems of development. Additional transportation was provided
a the tum of the lagt century by the street railway which pessed through Millis ong Main Street connecting
Dedham and Medfield to the eest with Medway and Milford to the west.

With significant growth of industriesinMillis there cameanesad for an increased work force. Immigrantsfilled
many of these jobswith Irish being the largest group followed by Russansafter 1915. Beddes the industrial
deved opment which was concentrated a Millis Center, there was asummer community that grew up in the area
of Flessant and Village Stregts  1n 1898 the first Jewish family moved to Millis and began to take in boarders
from Boston who were seeking aquiet summer location with clean air.  Soon severa hotds catering to Jewish
guests were built. Thisthriving hotdl busnessin the early 1900s wes referred to as the "Borscht Circuit." In
1910 under the leadership of JoshuaMael, the House of Jacob Synagogue was organized. From that time on the
Jewish population of Millis grew substantialy. Although many families moved to Millis permanently others
still patronized the hotels which were able to remainin busnessuntil World Wer |1, Other religious societies
were esablished including an Episcopaian parish organized in 1905, while land for the Catholic parish was
purchasad in 1909 but not built uponin 1937. Thesetwo denominations built their houses of worship within
thisMillis Center Historic District while the synegogue islocated outsde the district.

(continued)
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Families of Early Settlers at MillisCenter

A few of the early settlers built the first dwellings in what becameMillis Center. Thesewere demolished during
the King Philip's Wer in 1675. Records indicate that there were dwellings attributed to the Richardson and
Adamsfamiliesfromthe late 17* and early 18* century. Jonathan Richardson settled on Curve Srest where he
built ahousein 1678 and farmed the surrounding land. Subsequent members of his family continued farming
and during the 18* century a cooper's shop was added to the ca 1750 dwelling , the John Richardson House
(191 Curve Stret, MHC #100), which had replaced the first Richardson house. The coopers produced barrds
that were usad for oversess shipments between England and Boston.

Many generations of Richardsons lived inand near Millis Center well into the 20* century and were pillars of
the community. One of the first known burias a Progpect Hill Cemetery (NR, 2006) was that of John
Richardson in 1713; the oldest Iegible gravestone is marked David Richardson who died in 1724. Mot of the
land north of the railroad on either Sde of Exchange Street and Plain Street up to Curve Stregt was owned by
Richardsons throughout the 19* century. The old Richardson homesteed on Curve Strest was owned by Henry
Richardson, Esg. whoin 1849 gave apiece of hisland to the Congregationa Church. The builder of the
Fourth Mestinghouse (142 Exchange Siret, MHC #4) was Joseph L. Richardson who lived on Union Strest &
thetime. Subssquent Richardsons living here dso served the town with land donations and in public office.
Evan F. Richardson (1867-1951), who built the Queen Annehousea 163 Curve Street (MHC #187) on
family land, served histown and region for many years as town treasurer (30 years), school board, representative
in the Massachusatts Generd Court in 1904 and aNorfolk County Commissioner from 1907 tol928. He ad
hiswife, Genieve Richardson, donated deven and ahalf acres part of their former farmland, to enlarge the
Progpect Hill Cametery (outsde the district).

The Adams family dso was among the early settlers. Peter Adams (bef. 1632-cal690) settled on Union Street
a5 early as 1678 when he constmcted a house (on the Ste of 226-234 Union Street) - MHC #174; his son, Peter
Adams (1653-1723) married Experience Cook, who isreported to have been the first school teacher in the
sHtlement and, according to oral history, she taught children in her kitchen. The first town meeting and thefirst
public worship were held a Peter and Experience Adams house following the incorporation of Medway in
1713. Theszeventsoccurred prior to the constmction of the First Meetinghouse that sood on Bare Hill
(Prospect Hill) adjacent to the cemetery. The Adams house later bumed and was replaced by the only brick
resdentid stmcture in the district, which by the mid 19* century was owned by Joseph L. Richardson, ad

likely was built by him of bricks from his brickyard.

(continued)
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19* Century Devdopment of East M edway

In the 1810s achurch bell manufactory was established in East Medway by M ajor George Holbrook (1767-
1846) who had gpprenticed to Paul Revere. The Holbrook Bell Foundry mede itsfirst bell in 1813 which was
ingtalled in the second Congregational meetinghouse, located on Progpect Hill outside of the district. Thebell
foundry, located on Main Streat near Aubum Road/Spring Street (outside the district), was taken over by
Holbrook's son, Colond George H. Holbrook (1798-1875) in 1820 and expanded inlater years to manufecture
pipe organs and clocks. Many churches and ingtitutions, particularly colleges, town halls, and lighthouses
aoossthe United Statesboast aHolbrook bell in their respective buildings. In the late 19¢ century the busness
was run by Edwin L. Holbrook. Some members of the family, Charles P. Holbrook and George F. Holbrook
(son of Edwin L. and Abigail Holbrook), lived in the district on Exchange and Main Strests. Two Holbrook
bells have been retumed to the district and sand as objects reminding one of thisindustrial past. One, cadtin
1832, islocated & the old Memorial School (so known as the Millis High School, which houses the Town
Hall) where it was placed in 1976; the other, cast in 1845, isamemoria erected a the Lansing Millis
Memorial Building, presented to the town by aformer sdectman in 1985.

Ead Medway (later Millis) aso was home to anumber of brick factories with the first one esablished in 1775
by Stephen Clark. Josgph Richardson is reported to have mn the Richardson Brickyard located neer Orchard
Street (outsdethe district), one of six mid-19* century brickyardsin East Medway. Itislikely that he built his
brick house a 226 Union Strest (on the Ste of the former Peter Adams House) of bricks from hisyard. Many
mid to late 19* century dwellings in the village areahave brick foundations, no doubt from one of the local
yards.

The First Parish Medtinghouse had been constmcted a Bare Hill (now known as Prospect Hill) in 1715, the
society had been founded in 1714 as the Eadt Parish of Medway and worship services had been held in the home
of Peter Adamson Union Street. The first two meatinghouses (1715 and 1749) were located a the edge of the
Progpect Hill Cemetery, which isMillis' only burial ground ussd from 1713 to the present day (NR, 2006). The
third meatinghouse wes located a BuUard Hill (also outsde the district) in 1816. The medtinghouse locations
did not become the permanent town center in part due to the hilly topography. Insteed the village of Millis
Center took root eedt of these first meetinghouse locations.

Thus, in 1850 the fourth meefinghouse of the First Parish Congregational Church (142 Exchange Street) was
located in Millis Center, more centra to the growing community. The congregation would eventudly become
knovm as the Church of Christ. The land was donated to the Parish by Henry Richardson, Esg. who lived in the
John Richardson House or Homestead (MHC #100) a& 191 Curve Stredt a that time. He gave two aores

(continued)
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aong with the privilege to build 220 feet of horse sheds dong the westem line of the property and 80 feet dong
the northem line. A condition was that the Site had to be used for religious purposes. The church was built by
Josgph L. Richardson of the same East Medway/Millis family. A long line of horse sheds as dlowed by the
agreement, was built and remained until modem times when they were removed for the constmction of the
atached parish house (1950-1954). At thetime of constmction of this fourth meetinghouse, the Holbrooks
asked to swgp the bell 90 that the company could reclaim the first bell ever cadt in their foundry as Sated above.
The new bell was hung in the degplein 1844 a the same timethat E. L. Holbrook built and installed the organ
in the church.

The First Parish constmcted a Parsonage (MHC #60, 151 Exchange Street) opposite the medtinghouse in 1872,
The Itdianate plan and e aboration displayed a the Parsonege was similar to two neerby dwellings that were
condmcted years before: the R. T. MorseHouse (MHC #1165, 166 Exchange Street, ca 1855) and aJoseph L.
Richardson, Jr. House (MHC #82, 128 Curve Stregt, ca. 1865). The pagtor and first occupant of the Parsonege
wastheRev. E. O. Jamesonwho wrote The History of Medway. After Millis was incorporated Jameson sarved
on the school committee and was chairman and superintendent from 1885 to 1892. Hedso sarved as Town
Moderator, alibrary tmstee and was a supervisor for Emerson College of Oratory sarted by Millis resdent,
Charles W. Emerson (see below). Thisdwelling continues to sarve as the Parsonagefor the Church of Christ.

Theleve of devdopment and activity in Millis escalated after the railroad was completed with agtiop in Millis
(then Eag Medway) by the 1870s A depot was built south of the tracks on the west Sde of Exchange Street
oppogte the location of the 1886 Lansing Millis Memorial Building (MHC #72). As noted above, service wes
irregular until the 1870s. While West Medway had thriving shoe and cotton industries most of the resdentsin
Eadt Medway still worked on farms. I1n 1885 a the time of incorporation there were 638 resdents in Eadt
Medway and sixty-one farms.

Thefirst fire company organized in East Medway was the Niagara Engine Company #4 which hed 33 members
in 1855. It was named after the parent company located in NiagaraFalls, New York. Thefirst piece of
equipment, the Niagara Hand Tub, was purchased in 1857 and it was not until 1879 that the Niagara Engine
House (MHC #74) was built to housethe horse-drawn hand tub which continues to be housesin thisbuilding.
Built by loca carpenter, Abijah Partridge, the fire housewas consmcted near the nucleus of the conmiunity &
the edge of the main ees-wed route of Main Street ad just south of the railroad depot on Exchange Stredt, on
land that the company had purchased yearsbefore. 1n 1880 Charles LaCroix alocd artist engeged an artist
friend, George Storey of Boston, to creste muras onthe walls of the Firehouse. Storey lived in the Niagara
Engine Company building while completing the muras. Only one fire goparatus was houssd here until the
1920s when the main faBade was dtered to accommodate two doors for additional equipment.

(continued)
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Industrial Village of Millis after Incorporation in 1885

Thearrival in ca 1880 of Lansing Minis (1823-1885) was pivotal in the development of thistown. Lansng
Millis had mede his fortune as generd manager of the "through freight” department of the Vermont Centrd
Railroad, presdent of the Chicago, Boston and Liverpool Refrigerator Line (arailroad company aso), ad
president of the Ogdendourg & Lake Champlain Railroad Company. He had married Harriet Philadelphia
Lavender from Sandhurd in County Kent, England and they hed lived in New Y ork, until moving to Boston in
1855. Millis darted as arailroad agent and manager and worked his way up to various high level postions over
the next thirty yearsof hislife. In hislast years, Millis moved to East Medway for its quiet bucolic setting and
established asubgantid dairy farm on Exchange Street (outside the district), which he called Oak Grove Farm.
On hisfarm he garted asmall beverage (ginger de) busnessinca 1830, which some years after Millis' degth
was incorporated in 1901 as Cliquot Club Company. Lansng Millis was honored for his upstanding character
when Eagt Medway separated from Medway and was incorporated in Febmary 1885 as the town of Millis.
Immediately he weas gppointed the town's first moderator and was Chairman of the Board of Sdectmen;
however he died three months later and was unable to enjoy his namesske town.

Sx months later, Millis's heirs (son, Henry Lansing and daughter, Helen) sought permission from the Millis
town mesting to constmct amemorial to their father. It was granted and they built the Lansing Millis
Memorial Building (64 Exchange Street, MHC #12) dongsde the railroad tracks on Exchange Strest. The
Richardsonian Romanesque sone building was tmly amemoria with specia sonesdonated and inscribed by
busnessfriends of Lansing Millis that were embedded in the Sonewalls. These dones were usd in the tower
with eghteen in the top half ad ninein the lower half, and still are clearly visible as areminder of the many
companies with which Millis was associated. Usesfor the building combined Lansing Millis' interests. The
first sory was arailroad sation and the sscond story housed apublic library and town offices. Thefirst town
clerk, Louis LaCroix, aso served as station magter and librarian. Town offices continued hereuntil 1998 when
the Memorial School (MHC #73) was refurbished as the town hall and renamed the Veterans Memorial
Building.

The harsof Lansng Millis, particularly his son, carried on his legacy of entrepreneurship and public service.
Henry Lanang Millis (1855-1915) was involved in nearly every important busnessin Millis unfil he moved to
Chicago in 1898. Heran hisfather's farm (outside the Center District) which soon was one of the region's
largest commercid dairies- the Ok Grove Farm Milk Company. Henry Millis sarved as treasurer of the Sted
Edge Stamping and Retinning Company (60 Curve Street, MHC #40) and built the new shoe shop (114-124
Union Street, MHC #128) for J. W. Thompson Shoe Company of Medway to occupy. He dso darted the
Millis Company thatfinancedthe constmction of gpproximately sixty houses on new dregtslaid out to
accommodate the modest workers housing. Lavender, Irving and Daniels Strestswere among these Millis

(continued)
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fulfilled hiscivic duties by serving as a sdectman from 1887 to 1834 and as the first Millis representative to the
Gengd Court in 1886.

Heden Millis (1849-1942), daughter of Lansing Millis, married Livingston VanKleeck who owned a Safionery
company in New York. 1n 1887, Helen Millis VanKleeck, living in Brookline & the time, congmcted one of
the town's mogt daborate resdences as her summe home. The Helen E. VanKleeck House, cdled
"Rocklawn" (270 Exchange Street, MHC #68) is an omate Queen Arme syle house designed by Boston
architect Frank W. Weston. Hiscommissions ranged from middle dasshousing in Jamaica Plainto the grand
1894 Bumham Memorial Town Hall and Library in Essx, Massachusatts (NR pending). Mrs. VanKleeck
remained hereuntil 1921 when she sold the property to J. Allen and Ida Evelyn Cole who had moved to Millis
ca 1910 from Medfield. Cole made his money as a builder and eventualy owned the Medway Box Company
which mede boxesfor the Herman Shoe Company.

The Sted Edge Stamping and Retinning Plant, mentioned above, was established herein 1839 in the long
donebuildings with stone tower adjacent to the railroad on Curve and Union Streets (60 Curve Strest). It wes
congdmcted on land that had been owned by Henry L. Millis. The stonesfor the constmction of these buildings
were brought from local farms, with the largest portion from Millis' Oak Grove Farm. Arthur E. Appleyard
who built thefine Colonia Reviva Arthur Appleyard House a 324 Union Street (MHC #175), known &s
"White Lodge," held apatent for soldering irons for which Sted Edge Stamping hed the exclusiveright.
Anocther loca resdent who held apatent for one of the plant's main products was Dr. John S Folsom (1840
1907) who hed moved to East Medway in 1873 and hed purchased thefine Itaianate Morse House a 166
Exchange Strest (MHC #165). Hewes adentist and dso sarved on the first Board of Sdectmen with Lansing
Millis. His patent that was produced by the Sted Edge Stamping and Retiiming Plant was for a ded edge
dustpan.

In spite of the early success this plant dosed in 1895 and the buildings were ether vacant or had temporary
tenantsuntil 1908 when it became occupied by United Cork and Sed Company (also known as Crown Cork and
Sed), amanufacturer of bottle cgps. This company, located on one Sde of the railroad with Cliquot Club onthe
other, remained until 1917 when the property was purchased by Safepack Mills. From 1918 to 1929 Safepack
manufactured waterproof paper used to protect food, clothing, and supplies that were shipped to armed forces
around the world. 1n 1929 the busnesswas reorganized and took on the name of the parent company, the
Ruberoid Company. This busness continued to manufacture roofing materias, waterproof pgpers, ad
reflecfive insulafion until 1967 when it was purchasad by GAF as one of its 14 facilities producing shingles and
rolled roofing. The factory continues to operatetoday.

(continued)
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In 1896 the Josegph M. Herman Shoe Company was established when Herman purchased the 1891 J. W.
Thompson factory (114 Union Street, MHC #128). Thisbuilding, constmcted by Henry Millis, was located on
the eedt 9de of the tracks opposite the Sted Edge factory which was on the west sde of therailroad. Each hed
Foursthat led into their yards for eesy shipping of the product which was acritical part of the success of these
budnesses. The Harman Shoe Company manufactured many types of boots and shoesincluding thosefor the
United Siates Army and employed 600 personsinits heyday a the 1920s. The company was particularly known
for specidty shoes and boots produced for the military. Herman Shoe mede the "Rough Rider” for the Spanish
American War soldiers, the "Doughboy” during World Wer |, and the "Gl Joe" for World War Il and the
Koreen War.  The Josgph M. Herman Shoe Company remained in businessuntil 1982.

Although not in the district it isimportant to recognize the far-reaching effect that the Clicquot Club Company
hed on Millis Center. Lansng Millis, his son, Henry, and friend Charles LaCroix sarted carbonating cider and
bottling it for distribution among friends. Soon they made ginger de using high quality Jamaican ginger ad
digtributed through the Oak Grove Farm Milk wagons that advertised cider and soda Henry Millis coined the
name "Clicquot” for the well-known French champagne a the time and had a bottling facility next the Herman
Shoe Company on the south Sde of the railroad before leaving town in 1898. At the tum of the last century the
budgness had been languishing, no doubt due in part to Henry Millis' departure; however it was revivedin 1901,
incorporated as the Cliquot Club Company, and production of ginger de, and other sodes took off becoming a
muhi-million dollar corporafion and employing 250 personsby the late 1920s. The company wes purchassd by
Cott in 1962 and continues in business.

The increesad work force which cameto work a Cliquot as well as Safepac and the Herman Shoe Company all
contributed to the nead for housing and services: Many who lived in the district worked a Cliquot such as
Herbert Frink, who lived in the William Frink House (878 Main Street, MHC #153) in the 1910s

By the timethat these bugnesses were established in Millis atrain station had been built on Union Street onthe
west dde of the tracks next to the Sted Edge Stamping and Retinning Plant and opposite the Thompson,
(later Herman) Shoe Company. Thus there were two sopsin Millis - this one referred to as Eagt Millis Station
and probably was afreight depot and the passenger dation in the Lansing Millis Memorial Building on
Exchange Street. Each company had spurswhere freight trains could pull into the businesses yards for loading
and unloading. In the same vicinity there were hotds and boarding housesfor workers. The Herman House
Hotel (MHC #218, NC) was oppodite the station on Danid Street and the Stafford House (65 Curve Stredt,
MHC #209) adso took in boarders and ran aresaurant for factory workersin the early 1900s.

(continued)
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Housing built by the Millis Company was dose to severd factories and a the center of town. Lavender Street,
named for Henry Millis' mother (Harriet Lavender Millis) was laid out in the early 1890sand accepted by the
town in 1892. It dretched from Plain Street on the eedt to Grant Square (MHC #916) a Exchange Stredt.
Grant Sguare, once a quare-shgped piece of land a the edge of Exchange Street, had been dedicated to
Ulysses S Grant a the end of the Civil War. When Lavender Street wiss laid out the square was reduced to a
grassy triangle, which retained the name of Grant Square. Most of the houses on Lavender Street were smple
gable front cottages ranging from one to two gories. Some have minor embd lishments such as decoraive
shingles in the gable pesaks, modest porches, and an occasond doorhood & the Sde hall entrance. One
exception isthe building on the northeest comer of Exchange and Lavender Streets (16 Lavender Street, MHC
#117), a Grant Square which has more daborate trim and around comer tower. Some records indicate thet for
a ghort timethis was the Millis Savings Bank, which was incorporated in 1892 with Henry Millis as presdent.

Irving and Daniels Streets were developed in much the same way. Undeveloped fields owned by Henry Millis
(west end of Irving, and aong Union and Curve) and by Cyms Danidls (eest end of Irving and Danidls) were
subdivided in sgparate plans and the Millis Companyfinancedthe building of new single-family homes for
workers. The creation of thisworkers housing coincided with the rapid growth of the Sted Edge Stamping
and Retinning Company (1889) and J. W. Thompson Shoe Company (1891), which became Jossph M.
Herman Shoe Company in 1896. Both factory complexes were located just south of Irving Street dong Union
Street, making this an idedl location for their employees to live. The Millis Company's worker's houseswere
clusered onthe west end of Irving Strest, while the east end of Irving, like Danidls Street, developed with afew
larger, privately-owned, single-family properties that became multi-family dwellings over time.

The Millis Company stmggled during the depresson of the 1890sand the Irving Street development waas sold to
creditors in 1897; W. P. Holcomb of Boston purchesed gpproximately six acresin this areaincluding the
existing dwellings. While research to date hes not reveded information about Holcomb's professon, itislikely
that he was adeveloper, as he purchased a subgtantid amount of land in Millis and the surrounding towns
between 1897 and 1908. Holcomb owned most of the properties in this Sx-acre parcel on Irving and Curve,
until & leegt 1909, dthough he had sold off afew of the individual lots and houses by that time.

Daniels Street was likely named for Cyrus Danids, afarmer who owned mos of the land on the eest end of
Irving Street extending south to Union Street until his degth in the late 19* century. JamesE. Mullen, whowas
a shoamaker, purchased parcds of land from E. M. Daniels (1900) and from Edward Daniels, the son of Cyms
Danids (1901) and built his house a& 46 Daniels Street (MHC #177). Across the sreet lived Osgood T. Dean
who was an insurance broker and owned two houses (45 and 53 Danidls Street). Next to Dean's housss was a
dwelling (no longer extant) owned by Charles Wedey Emerson (1837-1908) one of Millis' moreillustrious

(continued)
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citizens. Emerson, founder and president of Emerson Callege of Oratory in Boston from 1830 to 1903, hed
lived & Buttercup Farm on Orchard Street until he retired in 1903 when he moved to Danids Street. Hewas a
noted educator, orator, and author and after retiring from the College he continued to publish textbooks under
the l1abdl of Emerson Publishing Company. Emerson'swidow remaned on Daniels Street for anumber of years
after her husband's deaith. Eventualy their house was demolished and replaced by multi-family unitsin 1982.

Commercid activity inMillis Center was robust with anumber of Soresin saverd locations, apod office, a
movie theatre, and an opera house. Holbrook Sguare (the intersection of Exchange, Plain and Curve Streets)
hed the large Partridge Hall which bumed in 1892. 1t was replaced by alow commercia smcture with severd
dorefronts that wes called the Fuller Department Store or the Fuller Block (132 Curve Street). Although
substanfialy dtered this building remains & 132 Curve Street. The early 2 century Millis Pogt Office (106
Exchange Stregt, MHC #162) was housed in abuilding owned by E. F. Richardson located diagondly across
thiswideintersection. Nearby was Frank and Amelia Clark's Drygood store (MHC #259). The
subgtantialy-altered building is extant and located a the edge of the S Thomes property parking |ot.

In ca 1891 a about the same time as the housing boom on Lavender, Danidls, and Irving Streets among others,
afive-storecommercia block (location of 6-18 Exchange Street) was congmcted neer the 1879 Niagara
Engine Company on Exchange Street. Although it gppeared to be vacant off and on over the next 10-15 years
in itsearly daysit houssd admg store, aclothing store, and one for cigars, billiards and confectionary as well es
abarber. Thisstring of shops gopearsto have been replaced in the 1910s with adightly smdler low
commercial block (16-18 Exchange Street), which houssd agrocery sore and club roomin the 1920s  Farther
north on Exchange Street, alarge Second Empire commercia block was erected in 1894. It was built as an
Opera House to seet 700 personsfor daged parformances. By 1903, the Thome Block (no longer extant), es
this building was known in the 20* century, was converted to Thome Brothers Hay and Grain Sore. Next to the
Thome Block was alate 19* century grocery store (32 Exchange Street, MHC #262) built a about the same
fime as the Seoond Empire ssmcture. Adjacent to the grocery sore, Snow's Hall was congmcted in the 1910s
a amovietheatrefor "moving pictures.” Thisweas an important resourcein thisthriving industrial community
and when it bumed in December 1934 it was conddered the end of anera Snow's Hall was replaced with the
Winiker Block (26-30 Exchange Street, MHC #159), alow single story row of dorefrontsin 1935. The
Patent Medicine Store (2 Exchange Street, MHC #84) was built in 1916 a the comer of Main and Exchange
Streets It was located on the dreetcar line which was used to send medicines to neighboring towns. A dmg
dore continued to occupy this location throughout the 20* century.

The First Parish Congregational Church continued to grow and in 1903 was incorporated as the Church of
Christ. It had been the only religiousinstitution with abuilding until the early 20* century. Catholics hed held
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mess in homesand later in public hals such as the Grange Hall which was located behind the Congregationd
Church (Church of Christ) on Exchange Street. In 1905 an Episcopd parish was organized in Millis when local
women founded St. Paul's Church and held servicesin the home of Mrs. AnnaHoff (16 Lavender Strest,
MHC #117). The comergone for the church building (903 Main Street, MHC #154) was laid on May 15, 1910,
by Rt. Rev. William Lawrence and the building was completed in 1912. Loca architect George Smith desgned
the project and aso donated oak beams, cut inMillis. Interior fumishings such as the dtar, pews, and baptisma
font camefrom Christ Church in Needham.

When Irish workers cameto Millis seeking employment in the new factoriesthe Catholic population increesed
subgtantidly in the late 19* and early 20* centuries. In 1909 Father Dwyer, the priest of the Medway Catholic
Church, with the help of Jeremiah Shaimon had purchased land for the constmction of a church a Millis Center.
However constmcfion of St. Thomas the Apostle Church (66 Exchange Street, MHC #160) did not take place
until 1937. The architect was Thomas M. McDonough of Boston and F. G. Jacques Congimction Comparny aso
of Boston erected the building. The rosette and dained glasswindowswere donated in memory of early
Cathalics including Sharmon and Father Dwyer.

When Millis separated from Medway it had three schools. At the Center was the Adams School which was
located on Main Strest where the present Fire and Police Station (901 Main Street, MHC #272) isStuated. In
1892 the town purchasad the land on the south sde of Main Street opposite the Adams School on which to build
a secondaty school; however constmction of the Memorial School (900 Main Street, MHC #73) - now the
Veerans Memoria Building (Town Hall) - did not teke place until 1913. In the interim Millis high school
dudents met a the Grange Hall due to overcrowding in the other schools. Osgood T. Dean, who lived a 53
Danidls Street (MHC #178), was one of the three members of the school building committee which congmcted
thefive-roombrick building (900 Main Street) with its main entrancesin the Main Street devafion. In 1931-32
the building was expanded which resulted in the reorientation of the Millis High School to face Pak Road. This
addition included nine classooms, alibrary, and an auditorium. For years Snow's Hall on Exchange Strest hed
been usd for large school gatherings such as games, proms, and graduation. The timing of the new
congtmction a the High School was fortuitousas Snow's Hall bumed in 1934.

Traditiona civic organizations inMillis included the Grange which hed itsHall (no longer extant) behind the
Congregationd Church on Exchange Street. ThisHall opened in 1893, but the East Medway Grange hed hdd
its first cattle show and fair in 1836 after the incorporation of Millis.  The Millis American Legion Post #208
(MHC #186) was organized in 1920 and membersbuilt the Craftsman style bungaow a 130 Curve Strest in
1925. Legion membersparticipated in the constmction of Memorial Park (MHC #917) onthe church
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common just across Curve Street & Exchange. This smdll plot of land was donated to the tovm by the Church
of Chrigt in 1935. Members of Pogt 208 of the American Legion assged in erecting the monument here in
memory of Spanish American War and World War | veterans. The large rock on which an eagleis mounted is
reported to be ameteorite which was found in anearby swvamp and moved to this location.

When Memorid Park was established the Millis Parks Commission had been in busnessfor nearly 40 years.
Ore of thefirst purchesssof the newly formed Commission in 1889 was asmall piece of land a Curvead
Union Streets that was purchased by the town from Henry Millis. It was tumed over to the New Y ork, New
Haven and Hartford Railroad in 1913 for the railroad station neer the factories. 1n 1922 the town purchesed 21
aoesknown as Hosmer Field and the Town Park that Sits behind the old Memorial School - Minis High
School wes established. 1t was laid out with basgbal diamonds, tetmis courts and other recreationd facilities.
A donebandstand (MHC #919) was constmcted in 1931 and the large tovm park continues to sarve the
community.

Millis Today

Commuter sarvice onthe railroad ended in 1967 and the freight lines were taken over by Bay Colony. The
industrial complexes a Millis Center - GAF and Cott - continue to have freight rail service. The old depot
building that once st on the tiny triangle on Union Street a the railroad crossing hes been removed. However,
these bugnesses maintainrailroad spursonto their properties to facilitate shipping.

The town hes engaged in anumber of preservation efforts including Niagara Hall and the Memoria School
which was expanded to the Millis High School in 1931. In 1998 the old Millis High School was converted to
the Memoria Building housing town offices. 1t was esablished in memory of the Millis veteransand alarge
World War || Monument was ingtalled infront on Main Street. An important resource to the community is
the extendve display set up in glass cases that line the halls of thistown office building. Itisthe Hindy
Rosenfdd Collection of historic photographs, postcards, documents and records pertinent to the histoty of
Millis.

Town offices had been located in the Lansing Millis Memorial Building (the old train station) on Exchange
Strest and Niagara Hall which had been reconfigured for town offices in 1978. Once the town offices were
consolidated into the old Memorial School now dedicated as the Veterans Memoria Building, the old train
dation wes leesad to asmall private school. The town voted to sell Niagara Hall but first to remove the mural.
However, anumber of resdentswere darmed by this decison and rallied support behind preservation of this
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important town resource. A one-time assstance grant of $50,000 was received from the Department of Travel
and Tourism. Ore of the primary advocates of the move to presarve this ssmcture, Jeffrey Hardin and his
colleagues hired Josgph Hamm Carpentry of Medway to restore the main faBade of the building. Thus the
Niagara Engine Company (now referred to as Niagara Hall) was retumed to its original gppearance with the
remova of the synthetic siding and restoration of one fire gpparatus opening inthe main faBade as well &
reusng the late 19* century paint scheme. Additional funds from the Massachusetts Council of Arts and
Humanities have hdped to restore the murd inthe fire house

Many of the intersections now carry the name of Millis war veteranswho gavetheir lives. The American
Legion's program renamed the intersection and placed agranite marker with bronze plague & each location.
The Stanley Pollard Marker (MHC #920) is located a Pollard Square a the wide intersecfion of Exchange,
Union, and VanKleeck Streets. Pollard was killed in 1943 during World War |1 inthe South Pacific. The
Joseph Tamuleviz Marker (MHC #923) a the intersecfion of Union and Curve Stregts(called Tamuleviz
Square) and commemorates Joseph Tamuleviz who was wounded in 1943 while flying abombing misson
during World Wer I1. He died from complications in 1949. This Stewas chasen for its proximity to Irving
Strest where Tamuleviz lived.  The DiCenzo Marker (MHC #921) on the grassy triangle a Grant Square
(Named in 1892 when Lavender Street was laid out) is dedicated to Leonard O. DiCenzo who died in 1953in
the Korean War.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement inMillis are poorly understood, any surviving Stes could
be significant. Ancient Stesinthe district areamay contribute important information relating to Native
settlement and subsgence activities inthe Charles River drainage, epecidly the least documented interior
portion of that drainage. Native American Stesdong tributary sreemsof the Charles River may include
sndler stesrdated on afunctiona and/or seesond basswith larger Stesand core aress dong the main
dranage of the CharlesRiver. Ancient gtesinthis areamay represent a specialized adaptation to specific
resources and environmenta characteristics located in the uplands and wetlands that surround the district.

Higtoric archaeological resources described above may contribute important information reated to the early

sttlement of Eagt Medway/Millis and the evolution of the town's economy from cattle grazing and agriculture

to an industrid village. Additional historical reseerch combined with archaeological survey and testing may

locate evidence of the town's early settlement, all of which was destroyed during King Philip's War in 1675.
(continued)
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Scattered farmsteads were knovm to exist inthe areaprior to 1675; however, no specific examples are known a
thistime. Historical and archaeologica research may <o locate examplesof late 17 and 18* century
stlement in the district. Only one extant example from this period is known to survive; however, the Stes of
sverd additional farmsteads are known. Stmctural evidence of early farmsteads may contribute important
evidence relating to the architectura characteridtics of early resdences and bamsand the intema configuration
of early farmsteads. Stmctural evidence of 19* century residential, commercia, and industria buildings may
aso contribute important architectural details related to their form, constmction, and variations that might have
exiged between private and company-ovmed worker housing. In the 1890s the Millis Company financed
congtimction of gpproximately 60 houses many of which ae located within the district. Detailed andlyss of the
contents of occupationa-related features and outbuildings may contribute important information related to 19*
and 20* century ethnic studies, especidly the town's Irish and Russan population. The information described
above may contribute important information related to the living conditions of workers, subdgsence farming,
and cottage industries that supplemented worker's wages. Any information related to home manufacture or
cottage industries may contribute important information related to the growth of later larger-scaleindustry.
Archaeologica resources associated with the two larger industries located in the district may contribute
important information related to the origina facilitiesa the Sted Edge Stamping and Retinning Plant & 60
Curve Street and the Josgph H. Herman Shoe Company a 114 Union Street. Stmctural evidence from
outbuildings & each of theseindustrial concems may hep identify how their physical organization and
manufacturing facilities changed over time. Detailed andyss of the contents of occupationa-related features,
especidly indudtria trash deposits, may contribute important evidence of products that were manufactured,
technologies in use, and raw materias used for production. Someindustries, such as shoe manufacture, may
have continued ardationship inthe production processwith smdler cottage industries located in private homes
that prepared components used to manufacture shoes

(end)
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 110 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet. (Medfield Quad Map)
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 305130 4671710 19 305680 4671610
3.Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 305280 4671480 19 305660 4671400

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Boundary Justification

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Gretchen G. Schuler, preservation consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, MHC NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 2007
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard , telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA . Zip code 02125-3314

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check wlh the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner
(Complete this Item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Town of Millis and others

street & number 900 Main Street , telephone 508-376-7040

city or town Millis state MA . Zip code 02054
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Verbal Boundary Description

The bounderies follow lot lines on AssessorsMap #s 19,23,24, and 30. All properties are a Millis Center on
Curve, Danids, Exchange, Irving, Lavender, Main and Union Streats and Park Road.

Boundary Justification
The boundaries include contiguous properties that tell the story of Millis Center as the village that grew up
around the severd industries, the railroad and the institutions that meke acommunity. The boundaries are

drawn to include housing in the immediate areathat was built for workers and that retains integrity.  Some parts
of the center are not included in the boundaries due to substantia aterations or remova of historic fabric.

(end)
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Photographs

All photographs included with thisNomination were taken in April, 2005 by Millis Commission member, Mitch
Bobinski. The negatives have been deposited withthe Millis Historical Society.

Photo # View

1. Exchange and Union Sts. L ooking south.

2. John Richardson House 191 Curve &. - main faBade looking west.

3. R T.MorseHouse 166 Exchange S. - looking northwest

4. Richardson-Hill House 128 Curve . - y4 view looking southwest.
5. Hden VanKlesk House 270 Exchange S. - looking northwest.

6. Lavender Sret Looking eedt.

7. Fourth Mestinghouse 142 Exchange S. - looking west.

8. Niagara Engine Comparny 4 Exchange S. - dregtscgpe looking northwest
9. Lanang Millis Memoria Building 64 Exchange S. - looking northwest.

10. J. W. Thompson Shoe 114-124 Union S. - looking west, northwest

11. Sted Edge Stamping and Retinning 60 Curve &. - looking eest
12. Winiker Block 26-30 Exchange S. looking northwest.
13. Memorid School 900 Main St. looking southeest.

14. Memoria Park and War Memoria Exchange Strest |ooking north.



HC#

180
203
40

209
210
211
181
182
212
183

213
184

185

82

214

187

188
100

215
186

216

217

MAP/

PARCEL

19-198
19-162
24-023

19-192
19-171
19-190
24-024
24-024
19-189
19-189
24-025
24-025
19-187

24-026
24-010
24-010
24-009
24-009
24-030
24-030
24-032

24-001
24-001
23-016
23-010
23-010
24-027
24-031

24-020

24-016

STREET STREET
# NAME

16 Curve St
21 Curve St
60 Curve St

60 Curve St
65 Curve St
67 Curve St
81 Curve St
90 Curve St
90 Curve St
93 Curve St
93 Curve St
98 Curve St
98 Curve St
103 Curve St

106 Curve St
109 Curve St
109 Curve St
117 Curve St
117 Curve St
128 Curve St
128 Curve St
132 Curve St

163 Curve St

163 Curve St

177 Curve St

191 Curve St

191 Curve St
118-120 Curve St
130(136) Curve St

19 Daniels St

30 Daniels St

MILLIS CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Millis, Henry L. House

house

Steel Edge Stamping and Retinning Plant /
Safepack Company Mills / GAF

large metal building outside fence (on Union)

Stafford House

house

house

house

attached barn

house

1-car garage

house

barn - now 2-car garage

Foster, Appleton - Mason, George House

house

house

1-car hipped roof garage

Parsonage Carriage House

l-car garage

Richardson, J. L. Jr.- Hill, Dr. E.L. House
attached barn -converted to garage
Fuller's Department Store

Richardson, Evan F. House

garage - converted to apartments
Richardson House (was attached to barn)
Richardson, John House

shed

house

Millis Post #208 American Legion Hall

Richardson, E.F. House

house

Page 1

YEAR

ca. 1891
late 20th c.
1889

late 20th c.
ca. 1910
1940s
ca.1935
ca.1920
ca.1930s
ca. 1925
ca. 1925
ca. 1915
early 20th c.
by 1852

post 1909
ca. 1925
ca. 1925

1872
ca.1933
ca.1865
late 19th c.
ca. 1895

1890-1909
ca. 1920s
pre-1890

1750

late 19th c.

post 1909
1925

late
19th/early
20th cent
1960s

STYLE/FORM

Dutch Colonial
No style/altered
Industrial Complex

No style

No style
Bungalow
Colonial Revival
(altered)
Bungalow

Four Square

Greek Revival /
Colonial Revival
Italianate

Four Square
Colonial Revival
Mansard

Italianate

Commercial
(altered)

Queen Anne

No Style (altered)
Cape

Georgian

Italianate
Bungalow

No Style /ltalianate
features

Ranch

TYPE

o wm W

0 W wWwwWwww WWwwWowwwwwwwo

0 W oWowWwwww

us}

STATUS
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HC#

176

177

178

218
219
220
221

84

74
263
262

261

86
260
72

914

915

160
258
257
256
161

255
162

MAP/
PARCEL

24-018
24-018
24-147
24-147
24-017
24-017
24-015
24-015
24-019
24-019
23-073

23-072
23-052
23-049

23-048

23-053
23-047
23-032

23-032

23-032

23-034
23-035
23-036
23-037
23-018
23-018
23-038
23-017

STREET STREET

# NAME

45 Daniels St
45 Daniels St
46 Daniels St
46 Daniels St
53 Daniels St
53 Daniels St
6-14 Daniels St
16-22 Daniels St
21-31 Daniels St
33-35 Daniels St

2 Exchange St

4 Exchange St
29 Exchange St
32 Exchange St

36 Exchange St

37 Exchange St
40 Exchange St
64 Exchange St

64 Exchange St

64 Exchange St

66 Exchange St
81 Exchange St
89 Exchange St
97 Exchange St
98 Exchange St
98 Exchange St
103 Exchange St
106 Exchange St

MILLIS CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Dean, Osgood T. House
garage

Mullen, James House
1-cargarage

Dean, Osgood T. House
1-car garage

Herman House Hotel
house

house

house

Patent Medicine Store

Niagara Engine House / Niagra Hall
house
Grocery Store (now combined with Winiker

DIK.)
house

Whitings, W. W. House
Cobbler Shop
Lansing Millis Memorial Building

Holbrook Bell

Historic Well Stone Cairn

St. Thomas the Apostle Church

house

house

house

house

barn (now 2-car garage)

house

Millis Post Office - Richardson, E.F. House

Page 2

YEAR

ca.1900
ca. 1925
ca.1900
early 20th c.
ca.1900
ca. 1925
ca.1922
late 20th c.
1982

1982

1916

1879
1934-1942
1892-1897

1978

1890
ca. 1920
1885

1845

late 19th c.

1937

1937
ca.1925
ca. 1915
ca. 1915
ca. 1915
ca. 1910
pre-1909

STYLE/FORM

Italianate
Queen Anne
Queen Anne

Altered

No Style

Duplex

Garrison Colonial
One-Part
Commercial
Italianate

No Style

No style

Commercial

No style

Hipped roof store
Richardsonian
Romanesque /
Shingle Style
cast metal bell

no style

Gothic Revival
Dutch Colonial
Arts and Crafts
Four Square
Four Square

Colonial Revival
Gable front

TYPE
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HC#

163

4

60

164
254
165

253

125

166
252

251
121

120

167
168
169
250

249
171
248
172
247
246
245

MAP/
PARCEL

23-039

24-002

24-005

24-005
19-186
24-006
19-177
19-177
19-176
19-176
24-007
24-007
19-175
19-188

19-188
19-174
19-173
19-173
19-172
19-172
19-131
19-132
19-126
19-125
19-125
19-95
19-097
19-087
19-098
19-086
19-084
19-083
19-083

STREET STREET

# NAME

111 Exchange St
142 Exchange St
151 Exchange St

151 Exchange St
156 Exchange St
163 Exchange St
166 Exchange St
166 Exchange St
172 Exchange St
172 Exchange St
175 Exchange St
175 Exchange St
180 Exchange St
183 Exchange St

183 Exchange St
184 Exchange St
192 Exchange St
192 Exchange St
193 Exchange St
193 Exchange St
196 Exchange St
205 Exchange St
214 Exchange St
215 Exchange St
215 Exchange St
224 Exchange St
231 Exchange St
236 Exchange St
239 Exchange St
244 Exchange St
257 Exchange St
261 Exchange St
261 Exchange St

MILLIS CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Dudley, Samuel House - St. Thomas Rectory

First Parish Congregational Church - Fourth
Meetinghouse
First Parish Congregational Church Parsonage

garage
Daniels, Milton House

King, Rudolph F. House
Morse, R. T. House

tennis court

house

shed

Beasley, Dr. A. S. House
2-car hipped roof garage
house

Hill, C. Est - M. L. King House

garage
house

house

1-cargarage

West, M. J. House
1-car garage
Partridge, E. Il House
Clark, Mary House
Adams, L. House
house

1-car garage

house

house

house

house

house

house

house

1-car garage
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YEAR

pre-1852
1850
1872

mid 20th c.
ca.1855
ca. 1915
ca.1855

late 20th c.

1920s

1912
ca.1920s
1909-1922
ca. 1875

early 20th c.
1930s
1911
ca.1920s
1880
ca.1920s
pre-1876
pre-1909
pre-1876
1920s
ca.1920s
ca. 1935
1909-1922
1954
1909-1922
1970s
ca.1924
ca. 1925
ca.1920s

STYLE/FORM

Side Gable
Italianate

Italianate

Gable front
Arts and Crafts
Italianate

Four Square

Colonial Revival
Craftsman
Craftsman

Greek Revival /

Italianate

Altered
Cape-altered
Victorian Eclectic

No style

Gable front
Queen Anne
Queen Anne/CR
Four Square
altered

Colonial Revival
Queen Anne/CR
Garrison Colonial
Queen Anne/CR
Cape

Bungalow

Arts and Crafts

TYPE
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MHC#

244

68

243
173

157

158

170
159

920
259

917
918
222

223
224

225
226
227

228
229
230
231
189

148

MAPI
PARCEL

19-058
19-058
19-049

19-057
19-048
19-048
23-070
23-070
23-068

19-096
23-051

19
23-019

24-004
24-004
19-153
19-153
24-146
19-152
19-152
19-157
19-158
19-151
19-151
19-159
19-160
19-150
19-149
19-149
19-148
19-148
19-161
19-161

STREET STREET
# NAME

267 Exchange St
267 Exchange St
270 Exchange St

273 Exchange St
283 Exchange St
283 Exchange St
12-14 Exchange St
12-14 Exchange St
16 (18) Exchange St

225-227 Exchange St
28 (26- Exchange St
30)
Exchange St
Exchange St

Exchange St
Exchange St
11 Irving St
11 Irving St
12 Irving St
21 Irving St
21 Irving St
22 Irving St
32 Irving St
35 Irving St
35 Irving St
38 Irving St
44 1Irving St
45 Irving St
47 lrving St
47 lrving St
57 Irving St
57 Irving St
62 Irving St
62 Irving St

MILLIS CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

house
3-car garage
VanKleeck, Helen E. House, "Rocklawn"

house

Phillips, E. House

1-car garage

house

1-car hipped roof garage
stores

Appleyard, Arthur E. House
Winiker Block

Stanley Pollard Marker
Frank & Amelia Clark's Dry Good Store (now
part of St. Thomas property)
Church Common / Memorial Park
War Memorial

house

2-car hipped roof garage
house

house

2-car garage

house

house

house

2-car garage

house

house

house

house

1-car garage

Millis, Henry L.

1-car garage

house

shed

Page 4

YEAR

ca.1930
late 20th c.
1887

ca. 1915
pre-1852
ca.1920s
1910-1922
ca. 1930
ca.1892

ca.1905
1935

late 20th c.
ca.1900

1855/1935
1935
1954

ca. 1954
1964
1921

ca.1950s
1959
1959
pre-1933
pre-1933
ca.1950s
ca.1950s

ca. 1925

ca. 1925

ca.1930s
ca.1890
ca.1930s
1927
ca.1930s

STYLE/FORM

Arts and Crafts
Queen Anne

Arts and Crafts
Greek Revival

Italianate

One-Part
Commercial
Side Gable
One-Part
Commercial

Altered

Landscape
nfa
Cape

Neo-Colonial
Bungalow

Ranch
Ranch
Queen Anne

Ranch
Ranch
Bungalow
Bungalow

Gable front

No style

TYPE
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190
101
192
193
194
195

196

197

198
199
200

201
202
179

41

117
115
114
113
112
111
110
109
108
107

105
273

MAPI
PARCEL

19-147
19-120
19-146
19-145
19-144
19-163
19-163
19-143
19-143
19-164
19-144
19-142
19-165
19-141
19-141
19-166
19-140
19-154
23-055
23-055
23-045
23-045
23-056
23-044
23-057
23-057
23-043
23-043
23-058
23-042
23-041
23-041
23-043
23-043
24-048
24-046
24-050

STREET STREET
# NAME

63 Irving St

67 Irving St

69 Irving St

75 Irving St

81 Irving St

84 Irving St

84 Irving St

87 Irving St

87 Irving St

90 Irving St

90 Irving St

93 Irving St

94 Irving St

95 Irving St

95 Irving St
100 Irving St
105 Irving St
3-5 Irving St

15 Lavender St
15 Lavender St
16 Lavender St
16 Lavender St
23 Lavender St
26 Lavender St
29 Lavender St
29 Lavender St
34 Lavender St
34 Lavender St
37 Lavender St
42 Lavender St
50 Lavender St
50 Lavender St
54 Lavender St
54 Lavender St
55 Lavender St
64 Lavender St
69 Lavender St

MILLIS CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Holcomb, W.P.
Holcomb, W.P.
Holcomb, W.P.

Millis, Henry L.
Holcomb, W.P.
house

garage (on Curve St.)
Holcomb, W.P.

1-car garage

house

barn

Holcomb, W.P.

Millis, Henry L.

house

2-car garage

house

Millis, Henry L.
Wade, Herbert House

Millis Company Worker

garage

Millis Savings Bank - S.

long shed

Millis Company Worker
Millis Company Worker
Millis Company Worker

1-cargarage

Millis Company Worker

1-car garage

Millis Company Worker
Millis Company Worker
Millis Company Worker

2-car garage

Millis Company Worker

shed
house

Millis Company Worker

house

Housing
G. Hoff
Housing
Housing
Housing
Housing
Housing
Housing

Housing

Housing

Housing
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YEAR

ca.1890
ca.1890
ca.1890
ca.1890
pre-1909
pre-1922
pre-1922
ca.1890
ca.1920s
1918
ca.1900
pre-1909
ca. 1890
pre-1922
late 20th c.
pre-1922
ca.1890
pre-1909
1890

1890
1940s
1890
1890
1890
ca.1930s
1890

1890

1890

1890

mid 20th c.
1890

mid 20th c.
1919

1890

early 20th c.

STYLE/FORM

Gable front
Bungalow
Gable front
Gable front
Gable front
No style
altered
Gable front

Four Square

Gable front
Gable front
Four Square

Gable front

No style

Queen Anne/CR
Victorian Eclectic

Queen Anne
No style

Victorian Eclectic
Victorian Eclectic

No style
No style
No style
No style
No style
Four Square

Queen Anne
No style

TYPE
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STATUS

000350800080 0000005000000 0000O0FEOOOOO O



MHC#

916
921
153

73

905
918
923
272
154
271
270
269
268

267
266

265

155

156

264

904
919
276
275

274
909
232
233

MAPI
PARCEL

23
23
24-114
24-114
23-116

23-116
23-116
23-116
23-060
23-061
23-063
23-114
23-066
23-113
23-113
23-067
23-112
23-112
23-111
23-111

23-062

23-155
23-155
23-064

30-20
30-20
24-033
23-040
23-040
24-044
24
24-021
24-013

STREET STREET
# NAME

Lavender St
Lavender St

878 Main St
878 Main St
900 Main St

900 Mains
900 Mains
900 Mains
901 Main S
903 Mains
915 Mains
924 Mains
931 Main S
936 Main S'
936 Mains
943 Main S
946 Mains
946 Mains
954 Mains
954 Mains

909-911 Mains

916-920 Mains
916-920 Mains
925 (929) Main S

Park Rd
ParkRd

16 Plain St
29 Plain St
29 Plain St
31 Plain St
Plain St

150 Union St
171 Union St

MILLIS CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Grant Square

Leonard O. DiCenzo Marker

Frink, William P. House

1 -car garage

Memorial School / Millis High School

Holbrook Bell

World War Il Memorial
Clock

Police and Fire Station

St. Paul's Episcopal Church
house

house

house

house

garage

house
barn
house
shed-shop

Millis Company Housing / Newhouse, S. A.

House

Kingsbury, H. House
1-car garage

house

Hosmer Field - Town Park
Bandstand

house

house

1-cargarage

Clark, W.P. House

Plain St. Bridge over NY,NH &H RR
house

house

Paoe 6

YEAR

1892
late 20th c.
ca. 1870

early 20th c.

1913/1931

1832
1998

1960
1912
1970
1921
1922
1920

ca. 1920
1953
1922
late 20th c.
1924
early-mid
20th c.
ca. 1892

pre-1852

early 20th c.

1962

1922

1931

early 20th c.
1922-1933
1922-1933
1890s

2003

late 20th c.
1920S

STYLE/FORM

Landscape
Queen Anne
Classical Revival

cast metal bell
Monument

Modern

Arts and Crafts
1-story commercial
Bungalow

Mansard

Colonial Revival
altered
commerical-altered
No Style

Dutch Colonial
Bungalow

Dutch Colonial
Greek Revival
Office block
Landscape

No Style
No Style

Queen Anne
Concrete
modern

No Style

TYPE

WwWwwoOwW

WWWWWWWWWwwwwoe o0

(o8]

STATUS

=z
§o0o0

0000000



MHC#

204

205
206
207
208
234
235

46
236
237

44

238
43

239
240
241

242
175

128

174

922

MAPI

PARCEL

24-013
24-012
24-012
24011
19-197
19-194
19-167
19-168
19-169
19-170
19-139
19-134
19-134
19-135
19-135
19-133
19-123
19-123
19-124
19-100
19-099
19-099
19-085
19-052
19-052
24-066

19-193

19

STREET STREET
# NAME

171 Union St
175 Union St
175 Union St
187 Union St
199 Union St
217 Union St
233 Union St
236 Union St
240 Union St
244 Union St
247 Union St
252 Union St
252 Union St
253 Union St
253 Union St
258 Union St
261 Union St
261 Union St
262 Union St
273 Union St
285 Union St
285 Union St
320 Union St
324 Union St
324 Union St
114-124 Union St

226-234 Union St

Union St

Total Contributing = 171

Buildings = 163
Sites =3
Structures =2
Objects =3

MILLIS CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

1-car garage

Millis, Henry L. House

1-car garage
house
house
house
house
house
house

Zoldan, Hazel House

house
house
garage
house

2-car garage
house

La Croix House
garage
house
house
house

1-car garage
house

Appleyard, Arthur E. - "White Lodge"

2-car garage

Thompson, J. W. Shoe Company / Herman,

Joseph M. Shoe Company

Richardson, Joseph L. House /Peter Adams

House site

Joseph Tamuleviz Marker

Total Noncontributing = 52

Buildings =45
Sites =0
Structures =2
Objects =5

Page 7

YEAR

ca. 1920s
ca. 1890

early 1900s

pre-1933
pre-1922
pre-1922
pre-1922
1930s
1950s
1920
1930s
1920s
ca.1920s
ca. 1910

1900s
1920
1920s
1950s

late 20th c.
unknown
pre-1922
1960s
ca.1890

1891
pre-1852

late 20th c.

STYLE/FORM

No Style

Queen Anne

No Style

No Style

Four Square
Bungalow-altered
No Style
Colonial Revival
Four Square

No Style
Craftsman
Colonial Revival

Queen Anne/CR
Colonial Revival

Ranch

Cape

Colonial Revival
Craftsman
Cape

Colonial Revival

No style

Capes connected

TYPE

000 (U 00 U U000 0 U0 00 000 0 00 0 0 0 0w W W

STATUS

0808008800050 00005§00000000

NC






NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service Name of Property

National Register of Historic Places County and State
Continuation Sheet

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Refaence Number: 07000944 Dae Liged:  914/1997

Propaty Name Millis Cater Hidoric Didrict

Multiple Name:

Courty: Suffolk Norfolk County Sate Massedhusdts

This propaty is liged inthe Nationd Regider of Historic Haoes in acoordance with the atteched
nomination documentation ubject to the following exceptions, exdudons, or anendmats
notwithganding the Nationa Park Savice certification induded in the nomination
documentation.

Sgmaure of the Kegpe Dete 01 Action

Amadad Items in Nomination;

In aletter deted March 19, 2012, the MA Sate Hidtoric Presarvation Officer hes notified the
Nationd Regder of an aroneous datemat contained inthe Satamant of Sgnificance for the
Millis Center Hidoric Didtrict. The nomination references the purported goprenticeship of Mgor
Geaoge Halbrook to Paul Revare Additiond ressarch by the Siate hes damondrated thet there is
no documanted evidence to support thisclam and printed references to this have no begisin fact.

The nomindtion form for the Millis Canter Higtoric Didrict is now amandad on pege 4 of Sedtion
8, line 2, by removing the phrase "...who hed gpprenticed to Paul Revere” The corrected
sgtace should now reed: "Inthe 181 Gs achurch bell manufactory wes esteblished in Eadt

Medway by Mgor George Holbrook (1767-1846)."

DISTRIBUTION:
National Regder propety file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Millis Center Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GONTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Norfolk
DATE RECEI VED. 8/ 03/ 07 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:  8/20/07

DATE CF 16TH DAY: 9/ 04/ 07 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 9/ 16/ 07
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NOMBER 07000944

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR N PDI L: N PER OO N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: Y SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT WA VER N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM./CRITERIA JICCtAf Ah
REVI EWER IMtA Ay Aiib DISCIPLINE fj)Sfrialr\

TELEPHONE DATE ?Ulyl 77
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation i sreturned t othenomnating authority, the
nom nation i sno longer under consideration byt heNPS
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BUILDING MATERIALS MANUFACTURING CORPORATION
1361 Alps Road
Wayne, NJ 07470

RECEIVED

JN 12 Ay
BY FACSIMILE AND HAND DELIVERY
M assachusatts Historical Commission AN .
220 Morrissey Boulevard IAssJISTJ.oMM
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

June 11,2007

Re  Proposad Millis Center Historic District:
60 Curve Street. Millis. MA (Parcd 24-023)

Deaxr SrdMadames

We are in receipt of your letter, dated May 4, 2007, giving notice that the above
referenced property (the "GAF Property™) islocated within the boundaries of the proposed Millis
Center Historic Didtrict (the "Proposed District”) under consideration by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission ("MHC") for nomination to the National Regiser of Historic Flaces (the
"National Register”). Heesebe advised that Building Materials Manufacturing Corporation
("BMMC") isthe sole owner of the GAF Property and objects to the inclusion of the GAF

Property in the Proposed District.
l. National Regiger Criteria

Pursuant to the federal regulations (36 CFR 60.4), the following criteria are ussd to
determine whether aproposed areaqualifiesas an historic district:

Sec. 60.4 Criteriafor evaluation.

National Register criteriafor evaluation. Thequality of significance in American history,
architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture ispresent in districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association and

€)] that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broadpatterns of our history; or

(b) that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

(© that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or



(d) that haveyielded, or may be likely toyield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria considerations. Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical
figures, properties owned by religious institutions or usedfor religious purposes,
structures that have been movedfrom their original locations, reconstructed historic
buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, and properties that have
achieved significance within the past 50 years shall not be considered eligiblefor the
National Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of
districts that do meet the criteria of if theyfall within thefollowing categories:

(@  Areligiousproperty deriving primary significancefrom architectural or artistic
distinction or historical importance; or

(b)  Abuilding or structure removedfrom itsoriginal location but which issignificant
primarily for architectural value, or which isthe surviving structure most
importantly associated with a historic person or event; or

(© A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is
no appropriate site or building directly associated with hisproductive life.

(d)  Acemetery which derives itsprimary significancefrom graves of persons of
transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive designfeatures, or from
association with historic events; or

(e A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and
presented in adignified manner aspart of a restoration master plan, and when no
other building or structure with the same association has survived; or

(f)  Aproperty primarily commemorative inintent if design, age, tradition, or
symbolic value has invested it with its own exceptional significance; or

(99  Aproperty achieving significance within the past 50years if it is of exceptional
importance...

We note that in the Statement of Significance contained in the draft National Regigter of
Historic Flaces Regidtration Form prepared by MHC (see Section 8 of the Regidtration Form),
MHC identified criteria A and C as qualifying the Propasad District for National Regiger listing.
BMMC disagreesthat the GAF Property satisfies such criteria, and accordingly should not be
included in the Proposed District, for the following ressons

Criterion A:  GAF Property not assodiated with events that have mede a significant
contribution to the broad pattems of our history

The Statement of Significancein the Registration Form doesnot st forth evidence of events a
the GAF Property that have made asignificant contribution to broad pattems of history. The



buildings a the GAF Property have housad anumber of unredated industrial busnessss over
time. Thefactthe GAF Property isanindustrial Ste should not be automaticaly interpreted as
meaning the GAF Property hes made asignificant contribution to abroad historical paitem -
otherwise every industrial stein the country more than 50 yearsold would be deamed to have
mede such asignificant contribution unless proven otherwise.

Criterion C.  GAF Property doesnot embody the distinctive characteristics of atype,
period, or method of constmction, does not represent the work of a mader,
and does not possess high artistic vaues

We note generaly that the Proposed District isprimarily aresdentia district comprised of
resdentia smctures, with anumber of retail buildings and severd civic buildings. The GAF
Property doesnot reflect the residentid flavor and typical stregtscgpeswithin the Proposed
District. Moreover, the buildings a the GAF Property do not exhibit an architectura style or
dyles which are in common with the architectura syles prevadent within the Proposed Didtrict.
With respect to other commercial smctures within the Proposad District, the retail Smctures
have acompletdy different scde and massng than the GAF  Property; even the other industria
steswithin the Proposad District have substantidly different architectural syles than those at the
GAF Property (sse for example, the JW. Thompson Shoe Company/Jossph M. Herman Shoe
Company dte & 114 Union Sreet which the Narrative Description in the Registration Form
notesisawood frame structure).

Further, we are not aware that the buildings a the GAF Property "represent the work of a
madter,” nor can we identify any "high artistic values' possessad by the buildings. The Narrative
Description in the Registration Form makes no mention that the buildings a the GAF  Property
were designed or built by a"magter” or represent any "high artistic vaues™

I Proposed District Boundary Should be Revised to Exclude GAF  Propertv

The GAF Property islocated dong aboundary of the Proposad District. The properties directly
to thewes of the GAF Property are not included in the Proposed District and the boundary takes
many tums s it goproachesthe GAF Property. [t would belogical to redraw the boundary to
exclude the GAF Property. Doing o will not compromise the Proposed District as it would skirt
the GAF Property much the same way as it skirtsthe various properties to the west of the GAF
Property. The boundary could then procead to the east without creating a™hole" in the baance
of the Proposad District.

[1. Concluson

Theinclusion of the GAF Property in the Proposed District isnot necessary to presarve the
integrity of the Proposed District because the GAF Property doesnot meaningfully contribute to
the architectura and historic character of the baance of the Proposed District. Furthermore,
excluson of the GAF gtewill result inamore cohesve historic district. Therefore, we urge
MHC to modify the boundaries of the Proposed Didtrict to exclude the GAF Property before the
proceeding with the nomination of the district to the National Regider.



Wethank you for your anticipated cooperation in thismeatter.
Sincerdy,

BUILDING MATERIALS
MANUFACTURING CORPORATION

By:
NameC_JWX2AnH e No-AwWMATr
Title VicQ- MAx>«t(l«i-" TVO-O--

CC: Ruth H. Slman, Esq., Nixon Pegbody LLP



STATE OFNEW JERSEY )
) ss:
COUNTY OF PASSAIC )

Onthis 11th day of June, 2007, before me, theundersigned, a Notary
Publicinand for the Sate of New Jersey, duly commissioned and swom, personally
appeared John M. Maitner, to me known who, being by me duly swom, did depose,
acknowledge before me and sav that heresidesat .  ~ oyNon

TN YN IYNTANML . 7hAa)urtiJLAM T pArr Xy thatle isthe

Vice Presdent and Tressurer of Building Materias N““mfacturing Corporation, a
Dedaware corporation, the corporation described in and that executed the foregoing
ingmment; and that he Sgned his name thereto under authority of the board of directors.

WITNESS my hand and sedl hereto affixed the day and yeer first aoove
wntten.

NOTARY PUBLIC inandfor
the State of New Jarsey
My Commisson expires
KA. MNA KOTINSKY
MW JERSEY

NOTARTPKA
My Gommisson ExpireiAug. 29 20"}



NIXON PEABODY. A —

ATTORNEYS AT LAW ""\CENED 2290
100 Summer Street SHD- 7 ZI)?

Boston, Massachusetts 02110-2131
(617) 345-1000
Fax: (617) 345-1300

Ruth H. Silman
Direct Dial: (617)345-6062
Direct Fax: (866) 947-1897
E-Mail: rsilman@nixonpeabody.com

August 31, 2007

VIA FAX (202-371-6447) AND U.S. MAIL

National Register of Historic Flaces
Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW

8th Floor

Washington, DC 20005

RE:  Oppogtion to Pending Nomination for Millis Center Historic District, Millis,
Massechusetts- Published in 72 Federd Regider 46514 (August 20, 2007)

Dear Sr or Madam:

This firm represents Building Materials Manufacturing Corporation ("BMMC"), owner
of the property & 60 Curve Stregt, Millis, Massachusdtts (the "GAF Property”). BMMC hes
reviewed the Notification of Pending Nominations and Related Actions issued by the National
Pak Service/National Regigter of Historic Flaceson August 20, 2007, published & 72 Fed. Reg.
46514. Pursuant to 36 CFR 60.6(t), BMMC oppossesthe incluson of the GAF Property in the
proposed Millis Center Historic District (the "Proposed District") and requedtsthet the Kegper of
the National Regigter of Historic Flaces subgtantively review the nomination. BMMC submits
the following information in support of its objection and requedt:

[ National Register Criteria

Incluson of the GAF Property in the Proposed District doesnot meet the National
Regider criteria. Pursuant to the federd regulations (36 CFR 60.4), the following criteria ae
usd to determine whether a proposed areaqualifiesas an higtoric district:

Sec. 60.4 Criteriafor evaluation.

National Register criteriafor evaluation. The quality of significance in American history,
architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture ispresent indistricts, sites, buildings,

10712443.1

WWW.NIXONPEABODY.COM



National Regigter of Historic FHlaces
August 31, 2007

Pege 2

10712443.1

structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanship, feeling, and association and

€)] that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broadpatterns of our history; or

(b) that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

(© that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent asignificant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or

(d) that haveyielded, or may be likely toyield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria considerations. Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical
figures, properties owned by religious institutions or usedfor religious purposes,
structures that have been movedfrom their original locations, reconstructed historic
buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, andproperties that have .
achieved significance within thepast 50years shall not be considered eligiblefor the
National Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of
districts that do meet the criteria of if theyfall within thefollowing categories:

(@  Areligiousproperty derivingprimary significancefrom architectural or artistic
distinction or historical importance; or

(b)  Abuilding or structure removedfrom itsoriginal location but which issignificant
primarily for architectural value, or which isthe surviving structure most
importantly associated with ahistoricperson or event; or

(c)  Abirthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is
no appropriate site or building directly associated with hisproductive life.

(d)  Acemetery which derives itsprimary significancefrom graves of persons of
transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive designfeatures, or from
association with historic events, or

(e)  Areconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and

presented in adignified manner aspart of a restoration master plan, and when no
other building or structure with the same association has survived; or

NIXON PEABODY LL?
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(f)  Aproperty primarily commemorative inintent if design, age, tradition, or
symbolic value has invested it with its own exceptional significance; or

(@)  Aproperty achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional
Importance...

BMMC reviewed National Regiger of Historic Flaces Registration Form prepared by the
Massechusatts Historical Commission ("MHC") and notesthat the Statement of Significance
contained in the Registration Form (sse page 3, Section 8 of the Registration Form), identifies
criteria A and C as qualifying the Proposad District for National Regider listing. BMMC
disagreesthat the GAF Property satisfies such criteria, and accordingly should not be included in
the Proposad District, for the following reesons

Criterion A:  GAF Property not assodated with eventsthat have mede a significant
contribution to the broad pattems of our history

The Statement of Significancein the Registration Form doesnot st forth evidence of
events a the GAF Property that have made asignificant contribution to broad pattems of history.
The buildings a the GAF Property have housed anumber of unrdated industrial busnesses over
time. The fact the GAF Property isan industrial site should not be automatically interpreted as
meaning the GAF Property hes made a significant contribution to a broad historical pattem -
otherwise every industria Ste in the country more than 50 yearsold would be deemed to have
mede such a significant contribution unless proven otherwise.

Criterion C. GAF Property does not embody the distinctive characteristics of atype,
period, or method of constmction, doesnot represent the work of a meder,
and does not possess high artistic vaues

The Proposed District isprimarily aresdentiad district comprised of resdentid
gmctures, with anumber of retail buildings and severd civic buildings. The GAF Property does
not reflect the resdentid flavor and typical Strestscgpeswithin the Proposad District. Moreover,
the buildings a the GAF Property do not exhibit an architectura style or syleswhich are in
common with the architectura styles prevaent within the Proposed District. With regpect to
other commercia mctures within the Proposed District, the retail smctures have a completely
different scale and massing than the GAF Property; even the other industrial Steswithin the
Proposad Didtrict have subgtantialy different architectura styles than those a the GAF Property
(see, for example, the JW. Thompson Shoe Company/Joseph M. Herman Shoe Company Ste a
114 Union Strest which the Narrative Description in the Registration Form notesis a wood
frame stmcture).

107124431
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Further, there is no evidence that the buildings & the GAF Property "represent the work
of a magter,” nor can we identify any "high artistic values' possessad by the buildings. The
Narrative Description inthe Regidration Form makesno mention that the buildings a the GAF
Property were designed or built by a"madger” or represent any "high artistic vaues.”

. Proposed District Boundary Should be Revised to Exclude GAF Propertv

The GAF Property islocated dong aboundary of the Proposed Didtrict. The properties
directly to the west of the GAF Property are not included in the Proposed District and the
boundary takes many turns as it goproachesthe GAF Property. It would be logical to redraw the
boundary to exclude the GAF Property. Doing o will not compromise the Proposad Didtrict as
it would skirt the GAF Property much the ssmeway as it skirtsthe various properties to the west
of the GAF Property. The boundary could then proceed to the east without cregting a"hol€e" in
the balance of the Proposed District.

[Il. Concluson

Theincluson of the GAF Property in the Proposad District is not necessaxy to presarve
the integrity of the Proposad District because the GAF Property doesnot meaningfully contribute
to the architectura and historic character of the baance of the Proposad District. Furthermore,
excluson of the GAF dtewill result inamore cohesve historic district. Therefore, we urge
MHC to modify the boundaries of the Proposed District to exdude the GAF Property beforethe
proceeding with the nomination of the district to the National Regider.

Thank you for your consderation of these issues.

Sincerdy

cc. Michad J Maaes, ESq. (via email)
Matthew R. Lynch, Esg. (via email)

107124431
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Ms. Ruth K. Silman "N o7 "IAT
Nixon Pegbody LLP

Attorneys a Law

100 Summe Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02110-2131

Dear Ms. Silman:

Thank you for your letter of August 31, 2007, objecting, on behalf of your client Building Materids
Manufacturing Corporation, to the inclusion of their property within the Millis Center Historic District,
located in Millis, Norfolk County, MA, and your request, pursuant to National Register of Historic
Racesregulations, 36 CFR 60.6(t), that the nomination for the historic district be subgantively reviewed.

The Millis Center Historic District was nominated to the National Regider of Historic Hacesby the
Massachusetts Sate Historic Preservation Office (the Massachusetts Historical Commission) under
National Regiger CriteriaA and C for its historic and architectural importance. The defined Period of
Significance for the historic district oansthe period ca 1750 to 1957, and the homination documents the
role of the historic district as the industrial and civic center of Millis during that period. After
underteking a subgtantive review and carefully considering all documentation submitted, including the
National Regigter of Historic Places Regidtration Form and the contents of your letter, the Millis Center
Higtoric Didtrict was found to meet the National Regigter Criteriafor Evauation and the historic district
was liged in the National Register of Historic Flaces on September 14, 2007, for its historic and
architectural importance.

The property referenced inyour letter (located a 60 Curve Strest) is documented in the National Register
of Higtoric Hacesregigtration form for the Millis Center Historic District as the Sted Edge Stamping and
Retinning Plant, an industrial complex whose earliest section datesfrom 1899. This factory complex weas
important inthe history and development of the community and it is categorized as a property that
contributes to the significance of the historic district.

Hess=let us know if we may provide any additiona information or assstance.

Sincerdy,

Patrick W. Andrus, Historian
Nationa Regiger of Historic Places

cc;. Massechusetts SHPO

bcc. 2285

2201

Badsc File Retained 1n 2280
FNP:PANdrus.OP.09-27-07:S:\gpped\millis



7 Pheasant Avenue

Sudbury MA 01776 ,gj""* 26 PM 2: 13
January 19, 2012

The Honorable Scott Brown

United States Senate

359 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510-2102

Dear Senator Brown,

The enclosed United States Department of the Interior publication contains
flawed data which | suggest should be corrected. | am requesting that your staff
fon/vard this letter and document to the appropriate personnel at the Department
of the Interior for their consideration.

| have conducted considerable research of bell making in Massachusetts. The
credible information to correct the highlighted errors follow:

In 1816, George Holbrook contracted to cast a single bell for a new meeting
house being constructed in East Medway, MA.

After casting the a bell in a makeshift, temporary foundry in East Medway in
1816, George Holbrook decided to establish a permanent Holbrook Bell Foundry
in East Medway, MA.

The first bell was cast in the Holbrook Bell Foundry in 1820.

According to a written report | received from the Revere House Boston Research
Director, they have no documentary evidence that George Holbrook was ever an
apprentice to Paul Revere. There is no basis for this assertion.

Would you please direct your staff to send me a copy of the letter of transmittal
so that | can identify the

recipient.

Very truly yours,

Joseph E. Brown

cc; J. Seremetjh



United States Department of the I nterior
>laionad Park Service

National Regiger of Higtoric Places

Continuation Shest Norfolk County
Miiiis Cenler Historic Di-drict
Section number 8 Pace 3

NdamsfaTii'iesfromthe 'tc 17 ' and early 18" centun-. .fonathar. Richardson settled on Curve Stret where he
built ahousein 1678 and farmed the surrounding land. Subsaquent members of hisfamily continued fanning
and daring the 18* century acooper's shop wes added to the ca. 1750 dwelling , ihe John Richardson House
(19] Cur/e Stret, MHC #100), which had replaced the first Richardson house. The coopers produced bai Tdls
that were used for nv-ersses shipments between England and Boton.

Many generations of Richardsons lived inand neer Miiiis Center well intothe 20™ century and were pillars of
the cn:nmunity. One of thefirst known burialsa Progpect Hill Cameten.' (located wedt of "hisdidrict) was that
of John Richnrdson in 1713; the oide-t legible gravestone ii marked David Richaed=mn who diedin ! 724 Most
of theiand north of the railroad on either sde of Fxchange Sresc mid Plain Street up to Curve Street wh'- owned
by Richard.sons throughout tbe 1 7" ccnair>'. The old Richardson homeseed on Cun'e Srcer « s owned by
Henr} Richardson. Fsg. who in 18-0 gnv? apiece nf his|-ind to the Congregationa Citurch find the huildcrof
this fojirth medtinghouse 0"th? First Parish Conwrc-jjational Church (142 FKdnge Street, MHC #4) wd',
‘asgph L. Richardson who ii->ed on Cnion Sress & the time. Subsequent Richardsons [i-»ing nere a0 sen'ed
the town with iand donations and in public office. Evan F. Ri.chardson (1867-1051 2 u ho built his Queen \n'ie
housea 163 Curve Street (MHC #i 87) on family land, served h<> town and region for many years s town
treesurer (30 years), school board, representative in the Massachubdts General Court in ! 90- ri-r' it Nn;ioik
Count)' Commissoner from 1907 to 1928, Heand his wife, Genieve Richardson, donated c'c\v;i ad ahalf
acres part of their former farmland, to enlarge the Progpect Hilt Cemetery (outside the district),

Tlie Adams family also was among the early settlers. Peter Adams (bef 1632-cal690) settled on ' "i-. | Siret
& early a8 1678 when he constnjcted a house (on the Site of 226-234Unioa Street - N4HC *174); his -on, Pcfer
Adams (1653-1723) mamed Expyeriance Cook, who is reported to have been the first school teecher m the
stlement and, according to oral history, she taught childrenin her kitchen. The first town meeting and the first
public worship were hdd a Peter and Experience Adams house following the incorporation of Meiiway in

1 713. These evats occurred prior to the construction of the First Meetinghouse that sood on Bare |1 iil!
(Progpect Hill) adjacent to the cemetery. The Adams house later burned and was replaced by the on;' brick
resdentid dructure in the district, which by the mid 19* century was owned by Joseph L. Richardson, imd
likely was built by him of bricksfrom his brickyard.

19"'Cenfurj Development of East Medway

In the 181 (H a church bdt manufactory was established in Bag Medway by Major George Holbrexiit (1 '6" -
1846) who liad gpprenticed to Paul Revare 'I'he Holbn>3k Beil Foundry madeits fim beli in IfJP* v.bi |'i was
ingaled in rhc sacond Cotuircgaional medtingbou.se, ioccred on Progpect Hi;' outside of the district. The hcil
fonrdr3, ic>catad on Main Strest neer Aubum Road/'Spring Street (outside the district), was taken over by
Holbrook's son, Colonel George M. Holbrook (1798-1875) in 1820 and expanded inlater yearsto manufacture



SCOTT P. BROWN COMMITTEES:
MASSACHUSETTS HOMELAND SECURITY
AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

359 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING

. ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20610 I Itm Sa[
2021 224-4543 m % F‘ﬁ lae
(2(()2) 228-2646 FAX VETERANS' AFFAIRS

2400 JFK FEDERAL BUILDING WASHINGTON, DC 20510 ~ALL BUSINESS
SoSTON, Ma 02203 RECEIVED 2280
(6171723-7325 FAX
HB 14 212
Department of the Interior
Ms. Stephanie Toothman NAT REGSTER CF HSTORC ALACES
1849 C Street NW NATCNAL PARC SERICE
Room 3128

Washington, DC 20240

January 30, 2012
Re Mr. Jossph E. Brov/n
Dear Ms. Toothman,

| am writing on behalf of Mr. Josgph Brown, a condtituent of mine from Sudbury,
Massachusdits. Mr. Brown hes been in contact with my office regarding a publication about the
Millis Center Historic District. Mr. Brown believesthat there may be an error inthispublication
regarding Major George Holbrook's gpprenticeship to Paul Revere. | haveincluded a copy of his
letter dong with this inquiry.

Any assgance or condderation you are ableto render would be greetly appreciated.
Heese kegp me informed of the progress of this case For additional information or questions,
please do not hestateto contact my aide, Erika Paulhus, a (617) 565-3170. Thank you againfor
your attention in this metter.

Sincerely,

Scott P. BrowTi
United Siates Senator

2400 John F. Keimedy Federd Building
Govemment Center

Boston, Massechusdtts 02203
SPB/ELP

http://scottbrown.senate.gov
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The Honorable Scott P. Brown
United Sates Sanate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senaor Brown:

Thank you for your letter of January 30, 2012, forwarding the correspondence of your congtituent
Mr. Josgph E. Brown concerning the Millis Center Historic District in Norfolk County,
Massachusdits aproperty listed in the National Regider of Historic Places.

Mr. Brown hes expressed concern regarding the accuracy of a atement concerning Paul Revere
contained in the National Register nomination form for the historic district. Federa regulations
(36 CFR Pat 60) specify that amendments to National Register documentation must be submitted
by the gppropriate State Historic Preservation Officer. We have contacted the Massachusdits
SaeHigoric Preservation Officer, Ms. BronaSimon, and asked her to review Mr. Brown's|etter
and inform usif the National Register nomination form nesds to be amended. We will advise
Mr. Brown of awy action wetake regarding the Millis Center Historic District documentation.

We gppreciate your interest in the historic preservation programs of the National Park Service.
Heeselet usknow if we can provide any additiona information or assstance.

Sincerdy,
fd Sgohenie Tadhmen

Stephanie Toothman, Ph.D.
Asodiae Director, Cultural Resources

CC: MA SHPO

Mr. Josgph E. Brown
7 Phessant Avenue

Sudbury, MA 01776

bcc: 2280 Loether
Basc File Retained In 2280
FNP.PANdrus OP,02-16-2012;s\NR _correspondence\SenatorBrown
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J. Paul Loether
H32(2280)

Ms. BronaSimon, SHPO & Executive Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Smon:

We are writing concerning the Millis Center Historic District in Norfolk County, Massachusdits a
property listed in the National Regider of Historic Flaces.

United States Senator Scott P. Brown recently forwarded to the National Park Service aletter from
Mr. Josgph E. Brown of Sudbury, Massachusetts.  Mr. Brown has expressed concern over what he
congders an erroneous asartion contained in the National Register nomination form for the Millis
Center Higtoric District. Henotes that in Section 8, page 4 of the nomination form, it Sates that
Major George Holbrook apprenticed to Paul Revere and that this assertion isnot supported by any
documentary evidence.

We would gppreciate itif you would review Mr. Josgph E. Brown'sletter and inform usif the
National Regiser nomination form should be amended.  We have enclosed a copy of
Mr. Brown'sletter pertaining to apage of the nomination form.
We gppreciate your assstancein this matter.
Sincerdy,
J. r-ultoether

J. Paul Loether, Chief
Nationa Register of Historic Places
and Nationa Historic Landmarks Program

Endosaure



cC: The Honorable Scott P. Brown

Mr. Joseph E. Brown
7 Pheesant Avenue

Sudbury, MA 01776

bcc: 2280 Loether
Basc File Retained 1n 2280
FNP.PANdrus. OP.02-16-2012:s\NR _correspondence\MillisCenter



Patrick Andrus/WASO/NPS To "Bergen, Phil (SEC)" <phil.bergen@state.ma.us>
03/15/2012 12:42 PM cc
bcc
Subject Re: IViilis Center NRDIS procedure

Hello Phil: The way to handle this would be to have Brona write to Paul Loether explaining that your office
has looked into this issue and there is no evidence that he apprenticed to Paul Revere and ask that we
add this information to the file. We will then write to Mr. Brown and Senator Brown explaining that we
have amended the nomination form.

Patrick

Patrick W. Andrus

Historian

National Register of Historic Places
Patrick_Andrus@nps.gov

"Bergen, Phil (SEC)" <phil.bergen@state.ma.us>

"Bergen, Phil (SEC)"

<phil.bergen@state.ma.us> To "patrick_andrus@nps.gov" <patrick_andrus@nps.gov>

03/15/2012 12:21 PM cc "Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)" <betsy.friedberg@state.ma.us>
Subject Millis Center NRDIS procedure

Hi Patrick:
Looking for your take on an editing question for a 2007 NRDIS (Millis Center, Millis (Norfolk), MA).

We recently received a letter from Paul Loether (Feb 24 2012) enclosing a letter that had been sent to
Sen. Scott Brown's office from a constituant claiming that a phrase in the Millis Center nomination was in
error. The point in question was whether bell manufacturerer George Holbrook had ever apprenticed to
Paul Revere - the nomination stated that he had, the constituant's letter (also from a Mr Brown) claimed
that he hadn't.

We checked in a number of locations, including the Paul Revere House's research person, and have
concluded that there is no tangible proof that Holbrook did indeed apprecntice with Revere. Thus, we
would want to change the text of the nomination, omitting the portion (not even a sentence long) that
states this. [In the nomination itself it is in Section 8, p. 4, if you need to check this.] Would we need a
technical amendment, complete with Brona's signature, or can we supply a new single page with the
sentence portion omitted? We would need to write to Mr. Brown, Paul Loether, and Sen. Brown with this
change.

Suggestions about the right way to do this?

Thanks,



Phil Bergen
MHC
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The Commonwealth of M assachusc”?
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the CommoiwerMMAMfJORIcPLKA Qi
March 19,2012 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Stephanie Toothman, Ph.D.

Assocdiate Director, Cultural Resources
National Park Service

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Re: Millis Center Historic District (Norfolk), MA
Dear Dr. Toothman:

| amwriting regarding your letter of March 1, 2012, concerning the accurecy of astatement mede in the
National Regiger nomination for the Millis Center Historic District, Norfolk County (listed September
14, 1997). Thenomination referenced the purported gpprenticeship of Major George Holbrook to Paul
Revere. In regponseto the comments of Mr. Josgph E. Brown, conveyed to you by Senator Scott Brovm,
MHC staff have reseerched online accounts of Holbrook's bell-casting career, and have dso consulted
with Patrick Leehey, Research Director a the Paul Revere House in Boston. It isour conclusion that Mr.
Brown iscorrect: there is no documented evidence to support the claim that Holbrook did in fact
apprentice to Revere, and the severd printed references to thishave no bassin fact.

Paul Revere garted hisbell casting foundry in 1792, when Holbrook was 24 years old, an unusudly late
date for someone to gpprentice, and the Revere House files contain no mention of any gpprentices a the
foundry, George Holbrook or otherwise. The Revere House ressarch facility contains condderable
information on Holbrook and hisown caresr as abell cader, and there isno bagsfor thisclaim.

Wetherefore request that the Millis Center Historic District nomination (NPS#07000944, listed
September 14, 1997) be amended on pege 4 of section 8, line 2, by removing the phrase™...who hed
gpprenticed to Paul Revere” The corrected sentence should now reed as follows: "In the 1810s a church
bell manufactory was established in East Medway by Major George Holbrook (1767-1846)." We
appreciate Mr. Brown's bringing this error to our attention.

Thank you. "

Sincerdly,

Brona Smon

Sae Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusats Historical Commission

Cc. Senator Scott Brown
J. Paul Loether, Nationa Park Service
Josph E. Brown, Sudbury, MA

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
Www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc



