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1 . Name of Property
historic name '-™ J^AJLIj BUILDING
other names/site number Versatile Carpets

2. Location
street & number /3l Main Street
city, town Spearf ish
state South Dakota code SD county Lawrence

N/A I not for publication
N^KAlvicinity

code SD 081 zip code 57783

3. Classification
Ownership of Property
PH private 

I public-local 
I public-State 
I public-Federal

Category of Property
PH building(s)
I I district
I I site
I I structure
I I object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing

1
Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 

0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A___________________

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0_____

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

Asthe designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
L_J nomination LH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opirupnjthe property H meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property LJ meets Ljdoes not meet the National Register criteria. LJSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
[ I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National
Register. I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) ___________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

INDUSTRY— PTyyTESS ING/ Ccirci^inicfltioing Facility
'*"i'

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation g-Hrype____________
LATF 19th .AND EflRLY 20th CENTURy Jffl/FrpTr^N walls ___Ooncrete__________ 
___MQiyEMFl'TT'SX (jctnrnBircicil Stvls______ ___________________ 
______________________________ roof ____a<

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

continuation sheet
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Situated along the west side of Main Street in Spearfish, The Mail 
Building is a two-story false-fronted commercial structure built of 
concrete or cast stone blocks. Typical for its time of construction, 
the material for the concrete mixture contains native sandstone giving 
the blocks a natural brown or tan color, which is in harmony with older 
buildings along Main Street (Spearfish Commercial Historic District) 
that are constructed of cut sandstone. This impression is supported by 
the "rusticated" pattern cast into the blocks. The two-story cast block 
structure is connected at the rear (alley side) to a newer, single- 
story concrete block section, which is used as a small warehouse.

The front (east) facade is three bays wide, with its orignial 
fenestration openings intact. However, window and door units have been 
replaced by modern models. Window bases on the first floor have been 
filled in with brick. All openings are capped by original concrete 
lintels.

The interior of the first floor is modern retail space, while the 
upstairs apartments have plaster walls and simple wood trim.

Flanked by two remodeled structures, the building remains in good 
condition.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally I I statewide [X~| locally

Applicable National Register Criteria ETlA I IB I 1C I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I IB I Ic I ID I IE I IF I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) '- of Significance Significant Dates
Ccnimmications

ral Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
M/A unknownN/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NFS):
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey

c

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record #

E3 See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
L5 State historic preservation office 
I] Other State agency

I Federal agency
I Local government 

I I University 
HH Other

Soutn DaKota'Historical Preservation Center

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Les

UTM References
A I 1, 31 1 51 9i Ol 7, 3i 5

Zone Easting

C 1 , II 1 , 1 , ,

s than one acre

1 4, 91 2, 61 7, 7, 5l B 1 , 1 1 1 , 1 , , 1 1 , 1 , 1 , , 1
Northing Zone Easting Northing

1 > 1 , 1 , , 1 Dl , 1 1 1 , 1 , , 1 1 , 1 , 1 , , 1

[~1 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is bounded by the North 35 feet of Lot 3, Block 21, Original Tbwnsite, City 
of Spearfish, Lawrence County, South Dakota.

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

This boundary is based on legally recorded property lines historically associated 
with the property.

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title James R. MgDonald
organization James R. McDonald Architects PC date 25 iMnyprnher 1987
street & number 
city or town

210 North Hiqqins Avenue
Missoula

telephone4D£=221=5643_
state zip code 598Q2
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Under Criterion A of the National Register criteria, The Mail Building 
is significant in the area of communication, because from 1920 to 1932 
it was the location of the community's foremost newspaper. 
Established in 1889, the Queen City Mail played an important 
communications role in the early years of Spearfish and continues to be 
the major newspaper in the immediate community to the present day. 
The Mail Building is the oldest extant reminder of this early newspaper 
enterprise. Under the South Dakota Historical Preservation Plan, the 
property relates to the historic context labeled: V. Depression and 
Rebuilding, A.2. Rebuilding of Commercial Centers.

Spearfish was founded in 1876 in response to the emerging gold rush in 
the Black Hills. It immediately served as a support community for the 
area mines and surrounding ranches. In 1888, James H. and Augusta 
Warren and their son Edward H. (born 1859) came to Spearfish to settle 
in the young community. The following year, the Warrens, who were 
experienced in the newspaper business, established the Queen City Mail. 
Before coning to Spearfish, Mr. Warren worked for the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press, a paper in West Bend, Iowa, and the Daily Republican in Rapid 
City, Dakota Territory, another Black Hills shipping and commercial 
center. For a short time, the Warrens published a second newspaper in 
Spearfish, the Daily Bulletin; however, they soon limited their 
business to the weekly Mail. The senior Mr. Warren died in 1895, but 
his son Edward continued to publish the weekly newspaper until 1929, 
when he sold it to Arthur Nieselius. Edward Warren belonged to the 
Masons and the Knights of Columbus. He served two terms in the South 
Dakota legislature in 1889 and in 1901 and served as Lawrence County 
Auditor from 1917 to 1920.

In 1920, Edward Warren erected The Mail Building to house his 
operation. Constructed of cast concrete blocks of native sandstone 
material, the new building replaced an outdated wood frame structure, 
which is no longer extant. The Queen City Mail grew to be one of the 
primary newspapers of the northern Black Hills region supporting the 
thriving commercial, industrial, and educational community of 
Spearfish. It continues to be a major source of communication in the 
area. In 1932, the newspaper moved from The Mail Building to newer 
quarters. Currently, the building is used as a retail floor covering 
store and for apartments.
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The period of significance of the property extends from its 
construction in 1920 to 1932, when the building ceased to be the home 
of the newspaper.
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