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1. Name

historic Belcher-Rowe House

and/or common Governor Johnathan Belcher Place

2. Location

For HCRS use only
receJyei”AR 3

date entered® n n -

PR 1 198

street & number 26 Governor Belcher Lane /11~ not for publication
city,town Milton vicinity of congressional district 11th
state Massachusetts code 025 county Norfolk code 021
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public K occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) N private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worl< in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition - Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

Emly O. Kenworthy and Roger A Kentworthy

nane
26 Governor Belcher Lane
street & number
Milton -
city, town I{A vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regigtry of deeds etc.

street & number 650 High Street

city, town Dedham

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
titte of the Commonwealth
date

1977 federal

depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston

state

hasthis property been determined egible?

JL state

M assachusetts 02186

Norfolk County Registry of Deeds

gate M assachusetts

.yes A no

county local

gate M assachusetts 02108



7- Description MILTON: BELCHERRDWE HOUSE

Condition Check one Check one
rexcellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
good ruins Naltered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance |

The Bel cher-Rowe House was built by Elizabeth Teale Bel cher and Mary Louisa
Emi|ia Teale Belcher i n1776 and 1777. | ti sa "Federal-style, " two-story, |
clapboard house with twin interior chimeys.

The north and south (long) facades areidentical. Centeredi neach of these
five bayed facades are a door and sidelights which areframed by flat
pilasters crowned b\é an entablature with a "Geek Key" molding running bel ow
the thin cornice. el owthesideh?hts | sa "Basket \Wave" mol ding used al-
so i nthechair rail i nthesecond floor hall. Wndows contain 6/6 double '
hung sash. All of thew ndows have |ouvred shutters, except the sidelights
where only t hehardware remains.

t he "G eek Key"

The east and west (short) facades areundecorated except for
thesoffit, The

Wi n

|

mol ding that rims conmpletely around t hemnin house bel ow
east facade i spierced by e|?ht symmetrically ?rouped 6/ 6
Oh thefirst floor 6/6 windows flank theel

dows.

At 90° from t hewest facade runs a single-story clapboard ell with ganbrel
roof and single-flued chimey. Its south facade has an entrance doorway with
transom near t hemain house and four 12/12 windows. The north facade has

two doorvva?/s: t he west one or|i 9i nal and t heeast one installed i n 1957.
There aretour windows: two 12/12, one a six-paned hinged sash, one a small
modern wi ndow added i n1957. The west facade with over-head garage door was
built 1 n1957 when approximately twenty-five feet of thewest end of t heell
was renoved t onake way f or Governor Bel cher Lane. The louvred shutters
were added i n1957 t oreplace single, w ndoww de, solid shutters.

Except fortheell, theexterior remains essentially unaltered. I nthe 19th
century porticos were added at the north and south main doorways and a
"deck"” with balustrade ranthelength of thesouth facade. These were
renoved i nthelate 1940's.

The interior i stypical of the"Federal" style. The central hall runsthe
entire width of thehouse. The entrance doorways aretreated with pilasters
and entablatures simlar tothose on theexterior. The hall retains its
panel ed wainscoting, com ces, and staircase.

Opening fromthehall were four squarish rooms. | nthe1880's thenorth-
east and sout heast roonms were conbined toforma "double parlor” andtwo
soapstone mantles were installed i nthecentral chimey. The northwest
room originally thekitchen, retains its cooking fireplace. | nthe 1880"s
china cabinets were installed and it served as a dining room The south-
west roomwas nmade into a kitchen i n1956, but it retains its paneled
fireplace wall with thefireplace surrounded by Delft "Biblical" tiles.
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The second floor hall has its original chair rail with "Basket VWave" mo
‘A thenorth and south ends of thehall are two small rooms. Additional
fromthehall open four larger rooms. The northwest roomretains its or
woodwork and mantel with a second set of Delft "Bibilical" tiles. The n
east roomhas original chair rails and other woodwork, but was always wi
a fireplace. There areonly three flues i nthe east chimmey. The nost
el aborate room i s t he southeast chanmber. It retains its chair rails, cornices,
and mantel. The mantel frames thefireplace with paneled pilasters and an
entablature. These are decorated with nolded composition ornanents which
devel op a general theme of fertility and plenty. Above thepilasters are
vases of flowers. The main freize uses festoons of oak |eaves and acorns
with clusters of grapes to flank thecentral panel which deﬁ! cts a personifi-
cation of Plenty with cornucopia and an attendant putto. This panel was used
by Samuel Mclntire on mantels now i ntheWite House (Washington, DC) and

in two, Sal em Massachusetts housesi the Pierce-Nichols and t he Assenbly

House. Since thework at Salem dates to 1796 and 1801, it appears that the
sout heast roomwas redecorated c. 1800, perhaps when i n 1805 Jacob Rowe in-
herited the M lton house. To the southwest are two rooms. (ne opens onthe
main hall. The other has its own stairway to thenorthwest room (original
kitchen) on thefirst floor. ]

i f.

—_——

— o —

From a "homestead farm' of two-hundred acres i nthe eighteenth century, the
grounds have been reduced t o 23,000 square feet. All of the outbuildings
shown i nthe 1936 Historic American Buildings Survey (MSS 196) were destroyed,
their foundations bulldozed, and the land extensively regraded during the
building of a housing devel opnent i n 1955-1958.

In 1958 t he street address was changed from 401 Adans Street to 26 Govenor
Bel cher Lane.

For additional exanples, see: Fiske Kimball, M. Sanuel MclIntire, Carver,
Salem Essex Institute, 1940, pp. 47-48.



8. Significance MLTON ELGERFOE HOEE

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
JX_ 1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
X _ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X— 1800-1899 commerce X exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1776 and 1777 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (inone paragraph)

The Bel cher-Rowe House possesses integrity of location, design, materials
and wor kmanshi p and important associationswith thedevel opment of Milton
during thelate eighteenthcentury. |t stands ontheoldroad |inking
Dorchester andBraintree onthesite of ahouse built i ntheearly
seventeenth century. This fine local exanple of t heFederal stylewas
constructed i n1776-1777 by Eli zabethTeale Belcher and Mary Louisa
Emlia Teale after theearlier house was destroyed by fire. 1 nl781, t he
property was sold t oJohn Rowe”in whose famll?;. I tremined until 1940.
he Rowe descendent born i nthehouse, Mary Phillips Webster, assenbled
and preserved docianents concem ng t he Sufiolk Resolves, headed musical
instruction at t hePerkins School for theBlind, andworking forwonen's
rights foxnded theM lton Vonens' Club i n1898. Thus t hehouse neets
criteria B& Cof the N

The first house onthesite wasconstructed c. 1637 by John Hol man.
The foundation and stone steps of this house*which was enlarged i n 1682"
are still visible i nthebasenment of t hepresent house.

In 1727 t heHolman fam |y sold theproperty t oGovenor Jonathan Belcher
(1681-1757) who deeded i ttohis son, Andrew (1706-1771), andhis
second wife's dau?hter, El i zabeth Teal e, onenonth before their marriage

in 1754. The newlyweds |ived i ntheol d Hol man house"i oi ned by Governor
g)el cﬂer_' S \ivi7%o7w, Mary Louisa Emi|ia Teale Belcher, following theGovenor's
eath I n .

In January of 1776t heol d house burned. The Belcher wormen wished to re-
build immediately, but with theseige of Boston i nprogress, they were
forced towait until after June of 1776. Despite thetroubled times,

the Belchers elected tobuild alarge dual-chimey, cental-hall residence.
It was a substantial departure fromthecentral chimey, nine-room

Hol man house. Although i ti sbynoneans theearliest exanple of the
"Federal" style i nMassachusetts, i tisthefirst inMlton andone of the
earliest i ntheMlton-Braintree (Quincy) area. CF similar extant

houses, t he Col onel Josiah Quincy House i1 nQuincy (HABS MSS 2-42)
pre-dates the Bel cher-Rowe House by si x years. During thenext forty
years, thestyle was frequently enployed. Am)ng these |ater residences

IS thel1l801 Dr. Anos Hol brook House (203 Adans Street, Milton). Even

ahs Iatelas 1820, t he Dudl ey House (260 Canton Avenue, Milton) followed

the style.

Her mot her having died, ElizabethTeale Belcher decided toretumto

British territory andi n1781 sold theproperty t ot heBoston nerchant,

John Rowe (1715-1787). | n1805 Jacob Rowe (d. 1814) inherited t hehouse, and
It remained with his descendants until 1940.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Al'len, Carrie Sprague. "The Hol nan-Bel cher-Rowe House."  Unpublished
typewritten manuscript, 1940. M lton Room M lton Public Library
Batinski, Mchael C ement. "Jonathan Belcher of Massachusetts, 1682-1741,
Unpublished Ph.D dissertation. Northwestern University, 1970.

10- Geographical Pata

Acreage of nominated property 23,000 Sq_ Ee.et
Quadrangle name BOStQIl South Hauadrangle scale 1:24QQQ
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Verbal boundary description and justification
\vii:Athut.. '*eiz.h ivnp.
Please refer to the bouridaries deliniated on the attached assessor's mep,

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county oode

state oode county oode
11. Form Prepared By

namefite Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Richard Kenworthy

organizaion Massachusetts Historical Commisson dete January 1981
dregt & numba 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusett s

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local A
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forttv*y the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ‘/\OjNVVV\fiAj/k</\
t tite Executive Director. Massachu.sstt.s Histnriral — rmni-i™Nnr.
For HORS u=e only

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Annnz 1M Keeper of the National Regiister

Attest: date
~hief of Registration

GPO 938 835



FHR-«-3a0 (11-71)

United States Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

te

Continuation sheet Item number 8 Rage 1
Jacob's ?randdaughter, Mary Phillips Webster (1858-1950), was Bom i n the
second floor northeast bedroom | nher ninety -two years shededicated

herself toavariety of fields. As a student of [ocal history shewote

a nunber of papers. Mst important was her article ontheSuffolk Resolves
and her effort tocollect andpreserve material concerning this docunent.

Her professional interests were i nthefield of music. A pioneer nusicolO”"
gist, shewote andlectured onthehistory of thepiano andedited an
analysis of J.S. Bach's choral music. She headed musical instruction at the

Perkins School for theBlind. | n1886shewote a students' text on harnony.
Pursuing her humanitarian andsocial interests, for atime i nthe1920's she
edited theperiodical. International Affairs, for theNational Council for

the Prevention of Vlr. A chanpion of wonan's rights, shefounded the M Iton

Vénan's Club i n1898. Shewas ancearly andactive menber of t he League of
Vonen Voters.

See Suffolk Probate Court, 70-224,
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Belcher, Jonathan. The Letterhooks of, 1723-54« Bosfcon, Massachusetts Historical
Society.

Carroll, Thomas P. "A Pacific Temper: The Character of a Second-Generation New
England Tom." Unpublisheefe Master of Arts thesis, University of Missouri, 1977*

Garland, Edna K. "Notes on Early Milton and its Old Houses." Unpublished type-
written manuscript, 1954. Milton Room, Milton Public Library.

Heunilton, Edward Pierce. . A History of Milton.  Milton; Historical Society, 1957»

Historic American Buildings Survey. Historic Buildings of Massachusetts. New York:
- Scribner, 1976.

Ketchum, Ottilie. Milton Pays and Ways. N. pi. Privately printed, 1978.

Pratt, Dorothy and Richard. A Guide to Early American Homes. North. New York:
McGraw-Hill, 1956.

Price, Ezekiel. The Papers of, 1754-85* Boston, Massachusetts Historical Society.

Richmond, Helen T, "A Brief Account of the Early Days of the House and Garden of
the Milton Historical Society." Unpublished typewritten manuscript, /p. 19437*

Teele, Albert K. The History of Milton, Mass. 1640 to 1887. Boston: Rockwell and
Churchill, 1887.

Tiffany, Nina Moore and Susan | . Lesley (eds.) Letters of James Murray, Loyalist.
Boston: Gregg Press, 1972. .

Town of Milton. Milton Town Records 1662-1729. Milton: Privately printed, 1930.

Webster, Mary Phillips, The Evolution of the Pianoforte. /Boston:/ Chickering,

21903 7
E~cercises on Scales and Chords. Boston: Ditson, 1886.
(ed.). Bach Chorales. Ann Arbor: Edwards Bros., 1942.
(comp.). International Affairs. Vol. |I . Washington, 1924,

and Charles R. Morris. The Story of the Suffolk Resolves. Milton:
Milton Historical Commission, 1973.

-y



NATIONAL
EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET

Property AJt£r\]I£A~/f|t‘LU4A Mr|4M\]L Working N O .A~NANANNANDANTJ + A A A
State. County pn”. ‘'y}(n?Mjrt-tn Fed. Reg. Dat-e:
Federal Agency: Date Due- N-y-Sr:?n
Action: AACCEPT. YA/f?
resubmission Entered in tha RETURN
nomination by person or local government National Regl'ster REJECT.
owner objection photos_*
Nappeal maps-~NLA
Substantive Review: sample request appeal NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
*Nomination returned for: etechnical corrections cited below

.substantive
1. Name

2. Location

y~"3. Ciassification

y
4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Logai Pescription

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Pescription

dwell OM
ortginar «nt
, ruln«
. unaxpoMd

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

REGISTER OF HISTORIC

PLACES

National Paifc Sarvica

reasons discussed below

Unlt*4 Stat** D*partin*fit of th* Intorior



6. Sianificanco

(1B M

summary paragraph
compietSness
clarity

applicable criteria A

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibiiograpliical References

10. Oeographicai Pata

Umr

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

iHi WMuavo atpnfnoanoe ov m pnipony wwim vw a w w-

nafional aM* local

| Ntoioftc Praaa“faHafi Offtoar olynaturs

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
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MILTON HISTORICAL COMMISSON

Town of Milton :

Massachusetts
Commission
Authorized
Town Meseting 1973
Dr. Robert J. Fallon
Mary E. Pdardy
Edward S. Shatz
Eileen F. Chamberlain

Secretar
75 Otis Street

January 22, 1982

Correspondence
should’ be addressed
to the Secretary
Researchér
Chairman

Joseph C. Burl
S%hajrma_n &
5 Hutchinson Street

William J. Loughran

Researcher
375 Adams Street

-/ED

Hs. Patricia L. Vsl ownski

Executive D rector

KassacBusetts Historical Gonmission
Z% Véshington St.

Bost on, Mhass. 02108

Dear Ks. Vésl owski : * o *

Replying to your letter of Dec. 23, 1981, the MIton Historical Gonmission
|h.ear.ti |'y endorses nomnation of the Bel cher-Rowe Huse, for National Register

isting.

Both principals of the c nd nane hol d promnent places i nearly
Massachusetts Bay history. The house itself has intrinsic historic value.

The Bel cher - Rowe House was one of 90 properties included wth the
l-iilton inventory taken between 1977 asd 1980. AFormBsurvey report |
filewth your office. Formij4"

ViMe our inventory wasinprogress, the MI|ton Gonm ssion regarded
the Bel cher-Rowe House as one of several properties having potential
eligibility for National Register listing. W are happy to endorse the
I ndependent effort of the Kenworthy owers t o acconplish thisend.

As ve are sure that the property's historical significance has been
neticul ously docunented by the Kenworthys, ve believe there i s no purpose
in presenting factual material here. Sjne of the material presentedin
the Kenwojrthy's application nay have originated from or been reinforced by,
the Kilton Coormssion' s survey report.

The MIton Gonmsaion i s of the opinion that certain other inventoried
Bropemes nerit consideration for National Register |isting. W expect to

e I ntouch with you about these i nthe near futiire.

MASS HIST. COMM.

Tours very truly,

RKH\D
Joseph C Burley, Chairnan 7y~
VA MR 3 1B MIlton Historical Gonmssion .
\AL NATIONAL >N
s\, RFfiISTER Ao /

Donations are tax deductible contributions to the Town of Milton



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

STATE MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered APRIL 1, 1982

Name Location

Fel ton, Nathaniel, Houses Peabody
Essex County

Bel cher - Rowe House Milton
Norfol k County

Mills, Davis, House Needham
Norfol k County

O d South Union Church Véynout h
Norfol k County

Notified
Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Paul E Tsongas Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski
Honor abl e Ni chol as Mavroul es Executive Director, Massachusetts
Honorabl e Brian J. Donnelly Historical Conm ssion
Honor abl e John Joseph Moakl ey 294 Washington Street
Honorable Gerry E Studds Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Mi d- Atlantic Regional Office, NS
North Atlantic Regional Office, N°S

For further information, pleasecall the National Register at (202) 272-3504



