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Rose Hill is located about three miles fram downtown Louisville, just off
Bardstown Road in the city's Highlands area. The house sits on a shady lot
in a dense residential neighborhood.

The house is a two-story brick structure, painted white, on a limestone
foundation, It is of Italianate design, with a square, main block topped
by a cupola. A two-story rear section extends back from the middle of the
main block, forming a T.

The main facade is symmetric. A central entry is flanked by two, narrow
windows. The second~story windows are a little shorter and paired above the
entry., -All the windows are capped by stone hoods, the hood above the paired
windows being more elaborate and incised. At one time, the upper sashes
were all round-arched and muilti-paned, but now all the "windows are rectangu-
lar, with one-over-one lights, A one-story porch extends across the facade.
It has a central, projecting pavilion flanked by a series of segmental arches
and smaller, round arches springing from square, wooden colums. Paired
colums with scrolled brackets and an ornately carved frieze frame the entry
to the porch. Its cornice is lined with small brackets with pendants.,
Other porch details include a paneled ceiling and a wrought-iron railing.

The very wide main cornice has a paneled frieze and large brackets which
match those of the porth, The brackets and frieze encircle the entire house,
unifying the two sections. The low-pitched, hip roof is made of tin, The
four-sided cupola 1s also accented by brackets. .

A two-story bay projects from the west side of the main block Orlgmally,
this bay had only one story. On the east side, a two-story brick section is
a later addition, The leaded—glass double doors of the main entry were added
recently. . Several openings in the side walls have been bricked in,

The interior is a Variation of the central hall plan, with two ‘rooms off the
left (or west) side, and a single, large room on the right.. The hall itself
contains two pairs of fluted Corinthian columns. Dentils and egg and dart
molding accent the ceiling area. Several original, crossetted doorways have
overdoors embellished with bead and reel and enriched talon moldings. An
elliptical stairway once rose four stories, from the basement into the
cupola; .however, the section leading to the basement has been closed off.
Wave molding decorates the stringer of the staircase., Thé large room off
the hall also contains a pair of Corinthian colums. Three bands of crown
molding highlight this roam. Two identical, white marble mantlepieces are
hand~carved in an intricate vegetal motif. Another roecm contains an original,
red marble maJntle. The original pine flooring remains throughout the house,

A one-story garage built in the early twentieth century is located in the
far north corner of the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rose Hill is an outstanding example of an early Italianate residence.

Its

formal, symmetric .design represents a form of the style that is unusual for

the Louisville area.

1

The house was constructed about 1852 for Emory Low, a wealthy Louisville

businessman.

Low was -born .in Leominister, Mass. .in. 1808.

ville in 1836 and joined his brother's comb-making business.
formed his own enterprise, Emory Low & Company, which dealt in wholesale
. He must have been a shrewd businessman, because at

dry and variety goods

one time he owned an entire block of Main Street,
in 1852 when an outhouse retaining wall collapsed on him.

. .He came to Louis-.
Later, he

Low was kllled accidentally
According to one

N account written some forty years later, Rose Hill was still under construction

at the time of his de

ath,

Since it took several years to settle Low's

immense estate, it is difficult to ascertain when precisely the house was completed.

However,

Low's widow did live there until 1867.

Low's twenty~three acres of land was originally parf of the huge estate of

William Pope, which extended all the way to the river.

Although it is known

that Pope's home.was located somewhere near the site of Rose Hill, there is no

ev1dence that any part of the Low house dates from before 1850,

There have been several other prominent owners of the property.
founder of an important iron-manufacturing firm,

nineteenth century,

divided for residential development in 1908,

family residence unti

second floor.

Dennis Long,

resided here in the late

For a short time in the late 1940s, the Seelbach family
of hotel and restaurant fame lived here.

1 the mid 1950s,

The land around Rose-Hill was sub-
The house remained a single-

For a number of years, the house was
neglected and fell into serious disrepair,

‘ The present owners bought it in
1975 and have since preserved and.restored much of its original character.
It is currently used. by a graphlc de51gn flrm, with private residences on the

Rose Hill is significant for the quality and richness of its architecture.
Moreover, its date of construction and its formal, balanced design set it
apart from other examples of the Italianate style found in Louisville.
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