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1. Name nf Property
historic name_ Wahconah Park
other names/site number.

2. Location

street & number 143 Wahconah Street n/a not for publication
City or town Pittsfield vicinity
state Ma.ssachiisett.s code MA  county Berl<shire .code_jQQ3__ zip code 01201

3. State/Fftrifiral Atjancy Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this p-nOmination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Histpdc Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Brneets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally O"tajEwide IBlocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.]

Signature o(Jcertifying official/Title Cara”H. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer Dne n
r Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property » meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

fonal Park Sfirvir.ft Cprtifirtatinn
herrfby certify that this property is:
rentered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Wahconah Park
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Checl< as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
j“public-local _ district
_ public-State Jisite
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Dla

6. Function or USR

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION and CULTURE - sports facility

7. Dftficription

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER: shed-roof granri.stand with wings

Narrative Description

Berkshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 3 .building
sites
, structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

JL

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RFCRFATION and GUI TIJRE - spnrt.s facility

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls cornjgated steel
roof. corrugated steel
other. steel and wood

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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SUMMARY

Wahconah Park conggs of asted-framed, wooden plank-decked ca.l950 grandgand with corrugated
ded dhed roof and back end enclosure; a minor leegue fenced and lighted basebdl field;, agrave
parking areg; and adjacent Paks Depatment playfields with a basketball court and two youth
bassbd|l diamonds It is located adjacent to and withm the floodplain of the West Branch of the
Housatonic River & 143 Wahconah Strest on 182 acresin the central section of the 42-square-miile
city of Pittsfield, Massachusetts whose current population is 41,559 (5 Dec. 2003 city census).

Ten parcds make up the 182-acre Wahoonah Park. They were assambled by the City of Pittsfield
batween 1919 and 1994. Wahconah Pak is oriented in a north-south direction, with the grandgand
and itsminor leegue ballfield a the northem end, the two-acre unpaved parking area abutting and just
south of the ballfield, and the Parks Department playgrounds a the southem end (Sse mep titled
"Wahconah Park, Aeria View - Labded"). The minor leegue basebdl field has been located on the
same northem location within the property snce 1892.

To the west of Wahoonah Park and separated from it by the West Branch of the Housatonic River is a
city-owned vacant 84-acre parcd in the floodplain of the river. To the north of the park is the
expandve Pittsfield Cemetery. Adjacent to the park on its eedt is aone-lot degp row of amdl parcds
containing mixed resdences and samdl budnesses facingon and separating the park from its acoess
road, Wahoonah Street.  Beyond the eest Sde of Wahconsh Strest and to the south of the park
property ae dense sections of 19" and 20™ century mixed sngle and multiple family resdences.
Caved out of the heavily residentia section to the southeast of the park isthe major medica center of
Berkshire County, Berkshire Medical Center, a teaching hospita affiliated with the University of
Massachusetts Medical School in Worcester. To the southwest of the park it aouts the Centrd
Busness District of the City of Pittsfield.

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

Grandstand

Dedgned in the late 1940s by loca architects Josgph McArthur Vance and Bradley & Gess
(architects sketch. Figure 1), with significant structura design contributed by the Hussey Mnfg. Co.,
congtruction of the 2,000-s=et, three-section grandstand was started on 1 October 1949 and completed
in late April 1950 & acogt of $114,345.80, paid for by city appropriations. A sgparate contract for
$13,200, dso paid by acity appropriation, covered the cogt of fencing inthe ballfield. 1t was opento
the public intimefor the first Canadian-American Lesgue gameon 2 May 1950.

The grandgtand wias built on a foundation of 97 New Hampshire soruce piles that were driven into the
subsoil of clay and hardpan in October 1949 until the subgtratum ledge waas reeched.  The substratum

(continued)
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ledge mns from north to south varying in depth from 16 to about 38 feet below the original ground
level. The piles were leveled and the upper end of each was encasaed in a cormgated ded cading,
driven partially around the butt of the wood, and then filled with cement. The heed of the cagng was

aurrounded with a two-foot-square cemeant pier. The grandstand superstructure was built upon the
piers. Each piling was caculated to be e to support 20 tons.

VJJ UCO NAM.. £ A B, h.... <5A*-'i5-S."iJi

CiTY Of PITTSFleLC,MA*

FIGURE 1. Architects sketch of ¢.1950 Wahconah Park grandstand.

The handicgpped-accessible granddand is congmcted of crossbraced ged I-beam 8'WF 24
columns and sted  10"WF I-beam risers forming a frame to support tiered seeting and a cormgated
(continued)

Hease s Section 9, for attributions for Figures 1-6

N 8'WF 24 isagandard industry termindicating 8'-wide flange and 24 |b/ft, the weight per linear foot of
the |-beam.
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ded shed roof, as shown in the section through the grandgand in Figure 2. The back of the
granddand is enclosed with cormgated sed pierced by 18 window vents for air circulation. All other
ddesae open. (Archival Photographs 2, 3,4, 7, 8, 9)

FIGURE 2.
Section through 38-foot degp ca.l950 Wahconah Park grandstand showing sted support
stmcture.

(continued)
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The grandgand hes three main sections, a center section behind home plate and awing on each dde
of it angled 45° toward the ball field and extending partway aong a basdine. Stray bdls ae
prevented from threstening the center section patrons by a wire mesh that extends the width and

height of this section. In footprint, the grandstand is gpproximately 13,000 square feet. The perimeter
aong the backsde of the three sections is gpproximately 260 feet, and along the front 9de of thethree
sctions about 192 feet, as shown in the sketch in Figure 3. Angle ged is wedded to the ged

subgructure to provide tiering for wood plank sgpsand seeting. The call 950 sedting for 2,000 in the
grandstand consisted of 500 resarved seets and seeting for 1,500 on benches mede of wrought iron

with 2"xI10" pressure-trested Douglas fir sock for seets and backrests. The architects original

drawings show the notation "2000 s=ets @ 18" per seat” on a sketch illustrating 15 rows of tiered
seating.  The same 15 rows of tiered sedting exist currently with the following exceptions:

handicapped-accessble sedting was updated in 1997 to provide whedlchair segting for five by

leveling a short section of the first two tiers on one Sde of the entry ramp, replacing the equivaent of
30 box s==ts the lowest five tiers of the grandgtand adjacent to the promenade were converted into

347 box seats in 2002; and all seating was removed from row six, separating the box seets from

generd admisson segting.  The upper nine rows, rows 7 through 15, remain aranged for bench

s=dting as they were originally. Addifional right and left field bleecher seating can accommodate
1560 spectators, bringing the tota capacity within the stadium to approximately 3260. Bleachers
tmcked in from other Parks Department facilities can increese the stadium seating cgpacity when

needed.

FIGURE 3. Dimensioned plan of ca.l950 Wahconah Park grandstand.

(continued)
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When the grandstand wes condructed in 1950, the oece & its back benegth the tiered seets was
outfitted with team dressing rooms, showers team and public res rooms, concesson rooms, ad
dorage. In May 1978, work was completed to upgrede these facilities to include ramps, stdls, ad
toilets for the handicapped, and new lighting in the public rest rooms. At the same time, the dugouts
were moved and built outsde the grandgtand, a itsends The grandstand was painted indde and ouit.
A new foundation wall was built under the sands and congderable work done to the substmcture
where frost heaves over the years had shifted the dand around, in some places of f the camant piers.

A $300,000 renovation of Wahconah Park was underteken in 1997. Repairs to the grandstand

included installation of new ged supports, new pressure-treasted  southem yellow pine decking on the
promenede and first two rows of seets and the addition of an extra row of box seets The new ged

upports were necessary because of deterioration of the front sections of the original sted I-beams
supporting the promenade and first two rowsof seats All 39 10'WF gted 1-beam risers running from
front to back were cut avay from the front faBade to just under the back of the second row of seets
The new I-beam sections were butt-welded to the ca.l 950 beams  On both ddes of the butt joint, 1'6"
X 6" X 3/8" gusstswere field-welded on all edges.

In 1986 a concrete block 24'x30" home team locker room was added on to the back sde of the
grandstand and gpeces under the grandstand seeting were infilled with partitionsto creste Sorege
Foece ad a washroom. A 22'x16' addition to the back Sde was added in 1994 for a visitors
dubhouse. A 1997 repairs project included new tile in the restrooms and new carpeting in the
dubhouse. Currently, facilities under or atached to the grandsand include handicapped-accessble
men's and women's res rooms, locker rooms, restrooms, showers, and dubhouses for both home
and visiting teams, concesson rooms, and Sorage arees  The changes to the granddand dnce its
congruction are shown in the sketch in Figure 4. The 1986, 1994, and 1997 dterations have not
affected the grandstand's or Park's overdl integrity. The current ancillary Speoes under the
granddand and atached to it e shownin the floor planin Figure 5.

(continued)
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< /
GRANDSTAND in 2003

IJIGEND o -

= original ciy.SO grandstand outlini- 3= visitors' cliibhou.sc, 0.1994

= additions to c. 19.50 grandstand 4 - dtorage unrltir grandslanti risers , ¢.1986
1 = dugouts, C197K 5 = washroom under grandstand risers, c.1986
2 = home team locl;cr room, ¢.1986 6 = gtorage under grandstand nsers, c. 1986

FIGURE 4. Additions to the ca.l950 Wahconah Park grandstand.

(continued)
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FIGURE 5. Foor plan of current facilities under and atached to the grandstand.

Bleachers

There are two sats of contributing ca 1950 bleachers, one aong the first basdine and a sscond
dong the third basdine. They are comprised of structural sed frames and No. 1 dense grede
Southem Yellow Pine pressure-treated kiln-dried planks for seetboards, footboards, and degpas
The manufacturer reported that "when tested, individual 12" secfions have supported pounds
per individual 18" st without any sign of failure, or four timestheir full seeting capecity”. The
first basdine bleachers have 15 rows of 96' planks providing a capacity of 960 seets while the
third basdine bleachers have 15 rows of 60" planks providing a capacity of 600 s=ets for atotal

bleacher capacity of 1560 (Archival Photogrgph # 6). Capacity figuresare condgent with and

have been confirmed by a review of old certificates of ingpection as well as a manufacturer's
specificafionsbrochure of the era The bleachers, Hussey's Mode "'6", were manufactured by
and purchased from the Hussey Mfg. Co., Inc. of North Berwick, Maine and installed &
approximately the same fime as the grandgand was built in 1950. Recent correspondence with

Rondd Bilodeau of the Husey Seating Company indicates that the firm supplied ssmctura sed

for the grandgand's sidewdls and roof, but another unidentified firm would have produced the
"skin" for the stkmcture.

(continued)
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When the Parks nepnrtment haA 3 full rnmplpiripnt nf pmpln*fppt the hipafbprf. were knnrWwpH
down and removed from Wahconah Park every fall and transported to the Parks Department
maintenance buildings for dorage to retard deterioration and repairs. Maintenance was on atwo-
year cycle. One year the planks would be sorgped, sanded and recoated.  The next year the ded
upports would be sandblagted, ingpected, repairs mede as needed, and painted. Budgat
condraints beginning in the 1980s causad a serious reduction in Parks Department personnd.
The annud remova and reinstallation had to be eiminated. Maintenance is now done in Situ.
The third base bleachers were overhauled in 2003 and the first bese bleachers in 2004. This
careful attention to the physica gate of the bleachers hes resulted in these over half-century-old
bleachers being in superb condition.

Ballfields

The current minor leegue contributing basebd| field is oriented <0 that the grandgtand, batter, and

catche facewest. During games played in the evening, "sun ddays' were common beginning in
the 1940s Trees beyond the outfield fence have grown tall and dense enough to sometimes
provide dhede for the eyes of the batter, caicher, and home plate umpire 0 that thisrenowned

feature of the ballpark isahazard for players and officials less often. Although the orientations of
the playing field and grandgand have been changed afew times since 1892, they have remained

on the same acreege a the north end of the Park Snce 1892.

By May 1978, mgjor renovations to the ballfield had been completed, funded by afederd grant. The
primary purpose of the renovations to the ballfield was to end a chronic problem with flooding and
s0ggy grounds caussd when the adjacent West Branch of the Housatonic River overflowed onto the
park property. The playing field was rased four feet, with the outfield area pitched toward
centerfield and from the center toward both foul lines for drainage. The infield diamond was
provided with skinned basdines and pitcher's mound, amenities it had before the renovation. A
sorinkler system using well water was ingtalled for the entire sodded areafor dry summer spdis. The
playing field was enlarged to hold the by then traditional Wahconah contributing football field
without any of its playing surface touching the infield, with room for bleachers on both ddes of the
football field. The newly fenced-in bigger outfield meant that to reach the fence, abatter would have
to drive aball 340 feet down the left-field line, 380 in the center, about 430 inright center, and 335
down theright-field line.

The contractor on the 1997 renovations to the park hes edimated that 30-50% of the loam wes
removed from the outfield to prepare it for the installation of a drainage system to cure the soggy
conditions after raingorms. A network of drainage pipes was ingtalled in a bed of sand topped by
loam and sod. Renovations in 1997 dso included the removal of the Marlboro Man advertisng sgn
from the fence.

(continued)
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Parking Area

In approximately the center of the 18.2-acre Park, there is a contributing grave parking lot that hes
exiged in itspresent configuration since a least 1950. It isapproximately 90,000 squarefeet and will
accommodate about 225 automobiles.

Parks Department Recreational Facilities

At the southem end of Wahconah Park, the Parks 8. Recregtion Department maintains three playing

aurfaces including two contributing youth basebdl diamonds that were originaly lad out in

approximatey 1940 (Archival Photogrgph #1). They ae sandlot prectice fields with the Little

League regulation 60" between bases  For both, only the bease paths are skinned (as opposed to, for
example, softball, where the entire infield is skinned). Both fields have Little League regulation Sze
pitchers mounds

NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

Dugouts

Currently, the two non-contributing dugouts are just outside the grandstand, one paralld to the first
bese line and the other paralld to the third bese line and are of equivaent dimensions to the original
dugouts. They were moved to these poditions as aresult of the renovations completed in 1978 that
included raising the ballfield by four feet. The change in devation of the playing field mede it
impossible to use the two original 33' long x 5'6" degp dugouts that were below grade and integra
with the ¢.1950 grandstand, placed on the outside comer of each wing.

Lighting & Scoreboards

The federdly funded renovations & Wahconah Park completed by May 1978 included a new non-

contributing lighting system. Concrete foundations measuring i2'x 12" by 6' or 4" degp, weighing up
to 60 tons each, were built for eight new light poles surrounding the perimeter of the ballfield. The
eight poles carried a total of 128 lights, eech weighing about 85 pounds. The bolts were 2v2'
diameter by 8 long. Seven additiondl lights were ingtaled under the roof of the grandgtand to light

up the shadows between home plate and the gands  The sdf-weathering poles are from 90 to 95'
high with platformsfor maintenance of the lights and safety festures for repairmen.  New lenses were
ingaled inall outfield lights during a 1997 park repairs project. The renovations completed in 1978

included remova of the original scoreboard and installation of two new scoreboards for bassbal and

football with new control boxes in the press box.

Outbuildings
There are five (5) small outbuildings that provide support functionsfor the Park. All are congructed

(continued)
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of wood. Two ae sndl maintenance shedsbuilt in 1965. A third isa 14' x 8 wooden pizza $ed
with éectrical service built in 1992. A fourth is a 10-foot by 18-foot beer shed congtructed m 2002.
The lagt is aticket booth. Ticket booths have exised a the Park from its beginning. There ae
insufficient records to determine how many. The mog recent 4' x 8 one (possbly from 1950)
currently isbeing renovated.

Parks Department Recreational Facilities

South of the unpaved parking lot and sgparated from it by a guardrail and gate is an open, grassy
recregtional area Within this portion of Wahoonah Park there is a amdl basketbal court and two
sendlot practice basebd| fields (Archival Photograph #1). For many years the City maintained a
smdl playground neer the basketball court. \When the play equipment became unsafe it was removed
and never replaced. Though mainly an open recregtional areg, portions are used for parking cars
during large events Thisareais ds0 usad periodically as agaging areaforfireworksdisplays.

The two contributing sandlot youth bassbdl fieldswith Little Leegue dimensons are supported by
the noncontributing benches for players on the first and third base Sdes and the two non-contributing
20" by 15 angled backgops for the fields that were both built of ged chan link mesh in
approximately 1960.

The noncontributing 42' by 25' basketbdl court with sded hoop fandards and paved surface was

ingaled in 1970. A specidized basketball court surface coating was applied over the tar-type
pavement and lines painted on top of the coating.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying tine property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

jiC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphir.al Refprftnrps

Berkshire, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
FNTFRTAINMENT / RECREATION

Period of Significance

1897-1955

Significant Dates
1»9? (ballfield)

1950 (grandstand)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Joseph IVicArthur Vance and Bradley & Gass

David McNab Deans, general contractor

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets."

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
jcOther State agency

_ Federal agency

jiLLocal government

_ University

_ Other
Name of repository:

see CQRtinuatiQn sheets
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SUMMARY

Wahconah Pak is significant under Criteria A and C a the loca leve for its contribution to the history of
Pittsfield in Entertainment/Recregtion and Architecture. Itisdso eligible a the Sate level: no other wooden
minor leegue balfields remain in the gate, and m fact few fields of this type remain in use nationally.
Exiging a the mid- and bottom levels of professional bassbdl for mog of its lifetime, Wahconah Pak hes
escgpad major renovaions a a period when ballfields have been forced to significantly ater their original
integrity or risk demolition. What remains is a sports facility degped intradition and little changed through
time.

The higtory of the cal892 ballfield a Wahconah Park portrays a continuous pattem of the evolution of
organized bassbdl and other large group leisure activities in smal American cities that have provided a
recreational environment important for community enjoyment. The ca 1950 grandgand is an example of
andl town balpark desgn whose smple sructure and humanscde proportions have enhanced the
recregtiond activities shared there by community people.  Together, the ballfield and grandstand have bom
dlent witness to the creative use of the dadium in PFittsfield as alarge open-air location for itscitizenstojoin
in civic entertainment and to gather for mutua support in atime of need.  While the park hes played an
important role inthe city'srecreationa history, it hes not been agatic one. Rather, the sarvices to which the
park hes been put have demondrated its ability to remain apart of the living fabric of the city, adegpting itself
to functions requiring alarge open-air arena

Wahconah Pak illustrates the means by which such afacility can benefit alocal economy. The presence of
the grandgand a Wahconah Park hes provided the community with a significant simulus to the local
economy in revenues for merchants, rental income for the City of Pittsfield, infusions of cash for local
organizations, and when professional basebd| teams ae in resdence, sdaries for players and revenues for
team owners and concessonaires.

The father-son team of Abraham and George Burbank was ingrumental in the devdopment of downtown
Pittsfield during its formative years ranging from the mid to late 1800s and just into the 20th century. George
Burbank built hundreds of homes in downtown Pittsfield, many of which are dtill extant. George Burbank
built the first Wahconah Park grandgand and ballfield in 1892 on property he owned. After his degth the City
acquired the Burbank Wahconah Park property and severd abutting parcels. Over the years additiona

abutting properties have been purchased by the City, bringing the park to itspresent 182 acres

(continued)
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ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION (Criterion A)

Baseball on the Minor League Field

Judt a5 the United States was developing its unique form of govemment in the 1800s, the fledgling nation wes
a0 developing its own gports and its own network of organizations that eventudly would feed taent into
nationa teams. Egtablishment by a New York City club of a dandardized st of rules for basgbdl in 1845
sourred interest in the game and it grew rapidly. Four years after the Civil War ended, the Cincinnati Red
Stockings began to pay itsbassbdl players. In between 1876 when the present National Basebdl League was
organized and 1900 when the American Lesgue was organized, Wahconah Park hogted its first event.

The first event of any kind that took place & Wahconah Park was abassbdl game on 9 August 1892 a 4:05
pm between the semi-professiona Albany Gises and ahagtily assambled Pittsfield team. The "Pittsfields "

convincing win that day and in three successve games played on 13 August, 20 August, and 27 August 1892
would forever pair Wahconah Park and bagsbdl inthe minds of Fittsfielders. Although Pittsfield's entry into
the New York State League in 1894 was a short lived association that would be concluded after 30 games, the
city's association with semi-pro leegues garting less than two decades later firmly established professond

basabal a Wahconah Park.

Beginning in 1913 and 1914, there wes a professional Pittsfield team basad & Wahconah assodaed with a
variety of minor leegues over the years. Among the more recent franchises were the Class AA Pittsfield Red
Sox (1965-1969), the Pittsfield Senators and Rangars (1970-1975), the Berkshire Brewers affiliated with the
Milwaukee Brewers (1976), the Pittsfield Cubs (1985-1988) of the Eastem League, the Class A Pittsfield
Mets (1989-1999) and Pittsfield Agtros (2000) of the New Y ork-Penn League, and the Berkshire Black Bears
of the independent Northem and Northeest Lesgues (2002-2003). On 15 April 1985 NBC's Gane Shdlit
hogted the filming of opening day a Wahconah Park as 4,000 fanswecomed the minor leegue Pittsfield Cubs
to their home opener, broadcast on NBC's Today Show the next moming.

In the early years, Wahconah Park was hogt to professiona African American teams of that era including the
Cuban Giants and the Brooklyn Roya Giants who played & Weahoonah inthe late 1800s  The Boston Red

Sox played two games in each of the 1921 and 1922 ssesons againd the Pittsfield "Hillies', and againin

1928, with the Hillies winning three. 1n 1922 Jim Thorpe played basgbdl a Wahconah egaing the Pittsfield

Hillies, once as a mamber of the Hartford Senators, and twice with the Worcester Boogsters.  Lou Gethrig,
playing with the Hartford Senators, gppeared in five gamesa Wahconah in 1924. Inone, he blagted the ball

over the center field fence in a drive that is still a topic of discusson. Charles "Casay" Dillon Stengd,

"owner" and player-manager of the Eastem League Worcester team, played bassbdl a Wahconah Park on

(continued)
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four occasions in 1925. One is memorable for Stengdl's banishment from Wahconah Park by the umpire for
failing to obey the umpire's directive to leave the playing field after being called out on strikes.

Community people point with pride to the greats in basebal who have played a Wahconah Park. But they
a0 derive great satisfaction in knowing that Wahconah has been on the circuit of minor leegue playing fields
that have given young men with the dream of playing in the big leegues the opportunity to cheee that dream

before loca appreciafivefans. Many men who played & Wahoonah on Pittsfield minor leegue teams have

gone on to the major leegues  They include such gars as Al Rosn and Jim Lemon who played with the

1940s Pittsfield Electrics, Reggie Smith and Carlton Fisk who played with the 1960s Pittsfield Red Sox, and
Bill Madlock and Toby Harrah who played with the 1970s Pittsfield Senators and Rangers

Homegrown big leegue basebdl players have come up through the organized loca amateur leaguesin
Berkshire County. No fewer than 25 loca ahletes have mede it to the magor leegues, culminating their
amaeur days of playing high school basebdl a Wahconah Park. Among them are Mark Bdanger, Earl
Tumer, Turk Wenddll, Art Ditmar, Tom Grieve (who was an outfielder for the Eagem League Pittsfield
Senators), and Jeff Reardon.

The first intercollegiate bassbdl game in history was held in 1859 between Williams and Amherst Colleges,
on the comer of Maplewood Avenue and North Street in Pittsfield (NRDIS, 2002). To commemorate the
Nation's Bicentennid, the two colleges recreated the game on 1 June 1976 a Wahconah Park before acrowd
of 2,000 fans.

The Senior City Basebdl League garted a Wahoonah Park in 1931. After afive-yearsugpendon of games
during WWII, it resumed operations with adouble-header a \Wahconah in May 1946. It weas ayear that saw

the heaviest use of Wahconah for basebdl to that date. The park was booked solid from early May until 13

September 1946 with 136 basebdl gamesand 13 boxing events. The schedule called for 63 home games by
the Canadian-American Leegue Pittsfield Electrics, 65 datesfor the semi pro Senior City Basebdl Leegue 5

dates for the American Legion basebdl league, and 3 high school bassbdl games Later that seeson,

scheduling permitted the insertion of two additiona basebdl games - the playoffsfor the Junior City Bassbdl
League, under the lights, on apair of weekday nights. In the years since, Wahconah has been heavily usd for

bassbdl a dl levelsincluding intercity playground leegues Regiond basebdl tournaments are held routinegly

a Wahconah Park. The first Babe Ruth State Tournament was held a Wahconah Park in August 1952. In

1932 the Wedem State Babe Ruth Toumament was held a \Wahconah. A year later, the Northeast Regionda

American Legion Basebdl Toumament was hogted by Pittsfield a Wahconah, aweeklong eight-team double
elimination event.

(continued)
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Big leegue scouts conduct tryouts a Wahconah Park m their ssarch for talent.  In 1961 the Philadephia
Phillies held a 2-day basabdl clinic there. On 24 June 1982 the Major Leegue Scouting Bureau representing
18 of the 26 mgjor leegue clubs conducted a tryout and ingtructional clinic a Wahconah that drew 100
hopefuls from Vermont and New York a well a from the locd communities. Director of the workouts
Lenny Merullo, former Chicago Cubs infielder, was quoted saying, "We know Pittsfield'sa good basahdl
town - and this overall areais a good bassbdl area That's why we're here” A year later the bureau was
back to try out ancther 81 hopefuls.

Football

From its inception in 1892, it was intended that Wahconah should be usad for and adgptable to numerous
goorts and community activities, dthough its mgor purpose was for basebal. The use of the Wahooneh
ballfield for football can be traced back to a least 1931 when the two loca high schodls of that time played
their annua Thanksgiving classic. News accounts sugged that football was played a Wahconah for some
yearsprior to 1931. From 1931 to 1946, however, both semi pro and high school football gameswere played
a fieldsin Pittsfield other than Wahconah. High school football retumed to Wahconah Park in the fall of
1946 and hes been an integra part of the city athletics played a Wahconah snce that time. Semi pro footbal
arived a Wahconah in the fall of 1946 and Junior Lesgue football hes been played a Wahconah dnce &
leegt the 1960s Prior to the retum of football to Wahconah, city enginears drew up in July 1946 a gridiron
layout that kept the football field off the infield, dthough it would be overlgoped by some bleachers.

As public conversation in 1941 and 1942 tumed to the building of a new granddand, numerous plans were
put forth. Although it was never implemented, aproposd in March 1942 by the Generd Electric illuminating
laboratory showed a layout for a municipa stadium a Wahconah that included a schame for converting
bleachers a first and third basssto form one Sde of the grandstand for football, with auxiliary bleechers s
up in the outfield for the other 9de of the gridiron. This dud use of the ballfield manifestly reflected
community sentiment for multiple use of any playing field built a \Wahconah.

The planning of the ca.l950 Wahconah grandgand was accomplished with the use of theballfield for football
clearly in mind. In submitting an order to the City Council in Sgptember 1946 calling for a supplementd

appropriation of $26,000 to be added to the $54,000 gpproved in December 1945 for a new grandstand.

Mayor James Fallon said, "I want to remind you that athorough study has been mede of all available dtes for
abassbdl and football field and it hes been the consanaus that Wahconah Park is the mogt dedrable placein
the city for the location of such afield.”

(continued)
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Football was very much a partner to basabdl in the inaugura seeson of ball games played on the new 1950
ballfield. The outfield was outfitted with bleachers and the arangement played hod in the fall of 1950 to the
semi pro Pittsfield Tyler Acesfootball team and four home games by the Pittsfield High School football team.

A federally funded renovation of the ballfield completed in 1978 resulted in the redesign of the outfield to
hold a football field without any of its playing surface touching the infield. The enlarged outfield ds0
resulted in anew chdlenge for basebdl players ... driving aball over the right center field fence, now 430
feet avay.

Socoer

The presence of alighted football field a Wahconah mede it an obvious choice for soccer megs when this
game emagad as amajor sport in American schools.  The first boys socoer game was played inthe fall of
1978 a Wahoonah Park with their first night socoer game following shortly thereafter, in November 1978.
The first girls' night socoer game was held in October 1981, having the dud disfinction of being the first
nighttime girls varsity goorts event ever hed & Wahconah. The Park hoged its first college soocoer game on
20 October 1982 inan NASC contest between North Adams State College and Cadtleton (VT) State College.

Boxing

On 19 Jure 1917, Kansan Jes= Willard, the heavyweight world's boxing champion, gppeared & Wahconah
Park as afeature presentation of The Buffalo Bill Wild West Show & Circus. It was not until after WWII,
however, that Wahconah Park was used for boxing events gponsored by city organizations. Prior to the use of
Wahconah Park, professiona boxing hed been held a the roller skating rink on upper North Street across
from the former Pontoosuc School and a the Auditorium in the Armory on Summer Street

A loca group chartered as the Shire City Athletic Club (SCAC) received its license from the Siate Boxing
Commission in early 1946 to conduct bouts. The Park Commission gpprova of use of Wahconah Park for 13
nights of boxing foresaw setting up the ring & home plate with bleachers arranged around it on the field. The
SCAC was to pay the Park Commission $50 per night for use of the park. A boxing event held by the SCAC
on 25 June 1946 drew 3,872 paid atendees for a gate of $7200. It was believed to have been arecord for
turnout and cagh for aboxing show in Berkshire County to that date. On 5 July 1946, Jeck Sharkey, former
heavyweight champion of theworld, refereed the main boxing event a Wahconah Park.

The SCAC dso conducted boxing events a Wahconah Pak m 1947. On 7 July 1947 it was projected thet
rental fees from boxing would be $1625 for the seeson. But shortly theresafter, the SCAC unexpectedly
announced that they had decided to indefinitely defer any further boxing programs a Wahconah because
outdoor bouts "... al over the country have been fighting alosing battle in the box office."

(continued)
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Other promoters of professiona boxing held events a Wahconah Park during the 1940s including the Century
Sports Club. Among the notable boxers who gopeared a Wahconah Park during the 1940s were Willie Pep,

world featherweight champion; Sandy Sedler, former featherweight champion; and Paddy DeMarco, former
lightweight champion. In 1964, Suga Ray Robinson, former weterweight and middleweight world

champion, met and demolished Clarence Riley a \Wahconah Park (Appendix Photo #7).

The Pittsfield Park Department initiated interplayground boxing metches a Wahconah Park in August 1947
for flyweights to heavyweights. Matches were held through a leest 1949 with cards ranging from 10to 19
bouts before as many as 2800 spectators for the first annud playground boxing contest on 27 Augug 1947 to
900 fanson 13 August 1949 (Appendix Photo #1).

Other

On the south end of Wahconah Park there currently exist facilities for neighborhood children. They include
two bassbdl diamonds and abasketball court. This part of the park hes served as aneighborhood playground

gnce & leegt 1946 when the City Council passed amayord order transferring .. .$425 from surplus revenues

to purchase playground equipment for the recently established playground a Wahconah."

The Pak Commisson minutes of the 1930s illustrate an early desre to meke the park available to local
groups. They granted permits to . Charles Church to hold a garden party the week of 11 Sgptember 1930,
the Clan Macinnes Order of Scottish dans for games on 21 June 1931, and Dante Alighieri and the Knights of
Columbus for a cdéebration on Columbus Day 1931. Sguare dance festivals with nationally known calers
have been held periodically ance 12 August 1949, drawing a large attendance even when the wegther does
not cooperate. About 1,000 attended the arrival a Wahoonah of the Downtown Santa on 25 November 1955.
In 1965 twelve westemn Massachuseits schools took part in an auto repair trouble-shooting contest &
Wahconah.

For a century, Wahconah Park haes hoged large-scde entertainment for the community. At the tum of the lagt

century, performances were given by the traveling Leon W. Washbum Big Show and the Robinson &

Franklin Bros. Circus. When Ringling Bros.,, Bamum & Bailey Circus performed & Wahconah Park on 29

June 1940, the Park Commission required a $300 deposit againg any damages |n the 9 December 1940 Park
Commisson minutes, it was recorded that the Commissioners would inform Ringling "...that there would be

no refund from the $300 deposit mede by them as the entire amount is needed to restore Wahconah Park.” In
the 1960s and 1970s the Clyde Bestty Circus came to Wehoonah Park, on one occason drawing 15000

patrons who flowed through the parking lot. To the ddlight of the spectators, the Indianapolis Clowns, a
traveling African American comedic basebd| team, visited Wahconah Park m 1964.

(continued)
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The PFittsfield Parmanent Firemen's Association used Wahoonah Park to hold its first muger and weeklong
lawn party in more than 30 years when they st up south of the endosed ball field for the week of 30 dune - 5
July 1947, atracting more than 10,000 people to the festivities. The group continued the event & Wahconah
for many years before the all-volunteer Pittsfield 4* of July Parade Committee took over responsbility for
running Pittsfield's celebration of our nationa birthday (Appendix Photo #8).

When Pittsfield threw itself a 200* birthday bash in 1961, a mgor happening occurred a Wahoonah Park
where an all-volunteer, 125-membear cagt from Berkshire County put on the gatehood thematic "' Oklahomal”
for arecord-bresking 7,825 fans over five performances, establishing Wahconah Park as an ided facility for
ammer musicals. The park hogted the locally produced musicals "Jesus Christ Superstar” in June 1981,
"Hair" in June 1982, and "Damn Y ankees' in 2003.

Berkshire Medicd Center is across the dreet from Weahoonah Park. This has led to its unanticipated
ussfulness as a take-off point for medica sarvices. The first time occurred on 24 January 1983 when a
Berkshire Medical Center heart patient was airlifted to the University of Massschusatts Medical Center in
Worcester by the UMass hdicopter sarvice. The flight took 40 minutes compared to the 2/2 hours by
ambulance.

The 23 February 1942 Park Commission minutes recorded that "The Commisson voted unanimoudy to
donate the cannon on Memorial Park to the United States Govemment as sdvege” As the city-wide
collection of scrgp metd to help the war effort proceeded, all of that collected was brought to Wahconah Peark.
Photos in a Richard Happd book memoridized the 19 October 1942 "Sdvage Sunday” screp drive that
included the delivery of the Memorial Park cannon to Wahoonah to be added to the huge hegpsof every kind
of object mede of metal.

In the 1970s then mayor Evan Dobelle proposaed relocating the playing field a Wahconah Park. There was
an outcry from other public officialsand letters to the local pgper strongly supported keegping the ballfield a
Wahconah. Heeding the citizen dissent, the mayor successfully sought federal funding to rehabilitate the
playing field in an atempt to diminate the famous periodic flooding from the adjacent West Branch of the
Housatonic River. On three different occasons in the four-year period from 1997 to 2001, the citizens of
Pittsfield flocked to the polls to defeat three different referenda that would have ssen the Wahconah Park
recreationd activities moved to adifferent location.

When the people of Pittsfield gather together, it is either on the main streets for parades, or a& Wahconah Park
for community events The latter has been especialy true snce the congtruction of the ca.l950 grandgtand.
Although Wahconah Park began its life as a bassbdl venue, and the grandgtand begen its life as protected
cover for basabdl fans, Wahconah Park has long been the place where the people of this community assamble

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-. OMB Approv.l No. 1024 0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shest wdydn Rk

Pittsfield (Berkshire), MA
Section number 8 Pege 8

for events important to them. When the community nesded a place tojoin together to share their grief after
9/11/01, they chose Wahconah Park. On 13 September they marched from City Hall down North Street to
Wahconeh Park for amemorial service for the victims of the terrorist atacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon.  The interfaith service wes atended by 2,000. Eagle reporter Dusty Bahlman wrote, " Some
came carrying infants. Some came carrying American flags. Attwilight's last gleaming ... Wahconah Park
wes the degtination for all who carry the burden of horror and uncertainly thaet descended on the nation

Tueday moming."

GRANDSTAND ARCHITECTURE AND BALL FIELD DESIGN (Criterion C)

The call950 Wahconah Park grandgand is a Smple structure condsting of unadomed ged columns ad |-
beams supporting tiered open-air sedting protected by a ged shed roof and a covering on the angled back
dde. The gpare utilitarian lines mirror its New England heritage of functional buildings s in beautiful
aurroundings of mountains, lakes, rivers, and wooded expansss all of which are in scde with the humankind
who live there. The mountains are redlly hills, the lekes are small, and many of the rivers ae filled with
rushing waters only periodically. The Wahconah Park granddand is as tied to New England design as are the
bams, sheds covered bridges, sdtbox and smple gabled homes for which the region is known. The
grandgands uniquely oriented ball field facing wes is insgparably linked to the granddand; it is the
combination of thetwo that has provided historic significanceto the venue and embedded them inthefolklore
of historic basgbd| parks that are unpretentious and accessible, parks thet are in scdle with the fanswho atend
evats there.  The Wahoonah grandgand is an uncommon remaining example of this once familiar and
digtinctive samdl city design, still inuse by professiona teams

Contemporarily written tregtises of Wahconah Park, many nationally distributed, authoritatively portray the
higoric nature of the desgn and setting of the Wahconah ballpark. Daniel Okrent, a Life megazine
contributing editor who has written three books on basebdl, wrote an article for Sports Ilustrated in 1990,
"Jugt alLittle Bit of Heaven, Pittsfield's Wahconah Park is Bassbdl as it Oughta BE'.  He began by asking
the reeder to imaginebeing inan old balpark ".. .where the action is 0 near a hand you can sometimes hear
the batter talking to the umpire. ... The players exert themsdves ceasdesdy, sprinting toward first on every
routine pop-up, chasing every impossible foul fly. After the game, the players linger behind the dugout and
grest the kids in the park with autographs and pats on the head. If thisis your idea of bassbal heaven, you
ought to visit Wahoonah Park, in Pittsfield, Mass, where | watch as many as 30 gamesevery umme. There
you will sse why | would rather atend a Class A New Y ork-Penn Leegue game between the Pittsfield Mets
and the Oneonta Y ankees than aWorld Searies game between their big leegue brothers. At Wahconah, you get
your bagebdl pure. You say the quality of the play on display there isn't good? Well, maybe you can tell the
difference between A ball and the big leegue variety if you are a pro scout, but | can't, and | used to watch
bassbdll gamesfor aliving. Nineplays out of 10 are as crigp as ay you s in the mgjors.”

(continued)
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Okrent andyzed the contribution of the grandstand and ballfield to the experiences of fans. "Thejoys of the
minors aren't confined to the playing field either. Wahconah, like many minor leegue parks, is a cozy
dructure that entertains by its very presence. Effigiesof owls dangle from the grandstand overhang, scaring
away pigeons and amusing the kidsbelow. Few moments have given me more pleasure than the day in 1989
when the owners took down atemporary outfield fence and retumed draightaway right to its former glory: a
chaan 430 feet from home plate, jutting improbably out from a 330-foot foul line and veering back into a
374-foot center. And what a fence!  For those of us who never saw the advertising 9gns on the walls of
Ebbets Field, Wahconah more than makes up for that deprivation. Who could resst the ggn that proclaims
the Berkshire Medical Center ss THE OFFICIAL HOSPITAL OF THE PITTSFIELD METS? But the
gregtest plessures of being a fan a Wahconah ae the human ones  In soores of games there, | have never
heard an olbxscene chant, andfl agrantdmnkennessis virtually unknown.”

A aurvey of al professional basebdl parks was conducted in 1951 during the Truman adminigtration. The
only ballpark facing west was found in Lancader, Pennsylvania, which may no longer have a pro team.

Parhgps as many as 98% or more of al ball parks ae laid out in aconventional way, with the aun south of the
first bes=sde. The unusud orientation of the Wahconeh ballfield weas the focus of Mark J. McGuire's 1992

article in the Albany Times Union, "Field of the setting sun, Pittsfield minor leegue park hes charm dll its
own." McGuire wrote, "In the middle of the Berkshires isabasebdl gtadium, apark redly, where leftiesare
northpaws, owls hang from the rafters and games are ddayed because of perfect weether. ... thisis one place
where the gars do not outshine the sport. The drawing card here is a ... field tha rivals the charm of

Massachusetts only other pro park, Ferway. With its endlosad grandstand, press box and old ged pillars,

Wahconah is a ... sadium that was built to last. 1t weas d<o built backwards. Almost all open-air basebdl

paks ae built facing eed or eed-northwes, < the an s=ts behind the batters.  But for some reason,

presumably to offer a view of the Berkshire Mountains, Wahconah faces due west. The reult? Blinded

batters swing & rumors of strikes. For humanitarian purposes, not to mention batting averages, early sseson

night games are often hated on sunny evenings after the second inning for more than 20 minutes. ... in

Pittsfield it's the cdliber of the park, not the game, that prompted more than 162,000 fans to come out over the
past two years for a 39-game home schedule, many as far avay as Albany and Troy. Like Heritage Park,

home of the Double A Albany-Colonie Yankees, Wahconah's grassis redl, its outfield wall wood plegtered

with ads But while Heritage is reminiscent of a Little League field on seroids, Wahconah is more like a
major leegue gadium scded down to fit Pittsfield. 'This is a gorgeous park, a perfect minor-leegue park’,

sad new team majority owner William Gladgone, a member of the National Basebdl Hall of Fame ad

Museum Board of Directors. 'There isn't anything | would change’ Some of the kids that play through

Wahconah go on to the bigs. Most heed to obscurity. ... [but] they all recall Pittsfield, and the field of the
setting sun. ... Wahconah Park got it backward, but still got it right.”

(continued)
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Paul Lucas writing for Money magazine in June 2000 told of his disenchantment with major league baseball

games after attending them for 25 years  "...the players and owners were drowning in their own greed, the
game had been merchandized and commercidized beyond al reeson, and aplayers strike had wiped out the
194 World Saries The whole situation had become offensive, and | decided not to support it with my ticket
purchases anymore. Ingtead, | began attending minor leegue games. As| soon discovered, the minorsare an
ided curative for anyone who's become disgusted with big-time gports  The players eegerly sgn autogrgphs
and haven't yet tumed into egomaniacs The gadiums are small and cozy, 0 there usudly isn't abad et in
the house (or an expendve one, either).” Lucas portrayed his saven favorite minor leegue parks acrossthe
United States, calling Wahconah Park "the definitive old-time minor league experience.”

Garry Brown writing in The Republican on 17 May 2003 reported on Rafael Palmeiro's visit to Ferway Park
with the Texas Rangers that week, a visit that reminded him of another Massachusetts ballpark he came to
know ad love. "How's that park in Pittsfield? Do they still have pro ball?' he asked Brown. Brown
reported that PAmeiro was referring to Wahconah Park, which Brown called "a little jewel of a bassbdl
sadium.”

Jm Bouton is aformer major league pitcher who won 21 gamesfor the New Y ork Yankees in 1963 and wes
an All Sar pitcher that year. The next year he won 18 games and beat the Cardinds twice in the World
Saies Hisdiary of the 1969 seeson with the Sedttle Pilots and the Houston Agtros, Ball Four, was a best-
salling book sdected in 1995 by the New York Public Library as one of the "Books of the Century”, alist
which included Gone With the Wind, Catch-22, and In Cold Blood. 1n2003, he published abook entirely on
Wahconah Pak and the efforts of his group to be the successful promoters of a professonal basebdl

proposal.

Bouton's assessmatt of Wahconah is that of aprofessona who hes a unique interpretation of Wahconah's
Soecid charecterigtics. "Baseball aficionados, who rank everything from the ballparksto the bratwurs & the
concesson dands, consstently rate Wahconah Park among the top ten venues in the country. ... It leeds the
league in superlatives. "Thisrugged Berkshire beauty' hes o been called 'a great bassbdl cathedra,” ‘one
of the gars inthe Northeast,' 'a throwback to ancther era’ and 'Rockwellesque,’ to name afew. Theplace
reeks of amosphere, incorporating the three necessary ingredients for agreat ballpark - intimacy, character,

and an evocation of the padt. Thisladt isthe mog important, for it isbasebdl, ebove all the other soorts, that

connects the generations Wahoonah Park, whose quirky dimengions offer its own sublime baance. With
a granddand as dose to home plate as the pitcher - which is great fun for the fans- there aren't many essy
pop fouls, agift to batters. Thisis offset by the 434-foot degth valley inright center, agift to pitchers. The

park giveth and the park taketh away. ... Here's aballpark that givesyou afed for what life might have been

like just after World War One. ...only Wahconah is area working balpark. | want to be abdle to take my

grandchildren there one day.”

(continued)
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COMMERCE and ECONOMICS

Wahconah Pak acts as a gimulus to the loca economy in a least three ways (a) loca merchants ae
provided with additional tourist revenues, (b) fees from and rentds of the park provide the City with
contributions toward the maintenance of the park, and (c) benefits produced a the park provide revenues for
local groups in their charitable activities. When a minor leegue ball club is in resdence, an additiona

economic gimulusprovides revenues for sdaries, owners, and concessionaires. All of these have amultiplier

effect onthe loca economy.

The vdue to the loca economy of the cal950 Wahconah grandstand waes recognized during itsplanning
dages On 26 Febmary 1942, membars of the Pittsfield City Council heard spegkers who argued that "A
grandgand would benefit the churches, organizations and the welfare of the young people ... beddesthe gain
in recregtion, a gports grandstand would kegp many from going out of town to spend their money.”

Funding for the grandsand waes provided by severd appropriations from municipal surplus revenues over
svad years. In submitting an order for additional funding for the granddand on 6 Sgptember 1946, then
Mayor James Fallon was quoted in the Berkshire Eagle as saying: "You will underdand thet, athough the
city is condructing the gand and rendering it safe, it is ... an expenditure of money in the form of an
invesment. The city recaives a commisson from bassbdl games from the boxing exhibitions; and i f
professona football shal be introduced, then a commisson from the football games < that eventudly the
retums from these games are expected to be subgtantial. In addition to this, the modem city hes been using
funds for the purpose of advertising the city. | know of no better advertisement for the city than agood
bassbdl team. Inaddition to its advertising value, it brings to the city patrons of the game, who patronize our
merchants, the kegpers of restaurants and who contribute to various other activities. Asamatter of fact towns
and citiesof 10,000 and 11,000 are maintaining bassbdl fields and bassball dubs for advertising purposes™”

No evidence has been uncovered that suggests an atempt inthe 1940s to quantify Mayor Fallon's datement
regarding the vaue of a granddand a Weahoonah to the loca economy. The Park Commisson of 1946,
however, did publicly gate in September of that year that "With the erection of the grandstand and proper
concession and toilet facilities... rentals would be increesed considerably.”

The economic impact on the community of the cal950 Wahconah grandgand hes been significant ance it
wes built. Ressarch and development of data in recent times now makes it possble to provide a level of
magnitude of the monetary effect of pro bassbdl. In today's dollars, employing contemporary tourist
industry formulas, and using a home sseson atendance of 80,000 that wes typical in the 1990s of whom
48,000 could be expected to be from out-of-town, the Berkshire Visitors Bureau has edimated thet the

(continued)
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economic impact on Pittsfield of a professonal bassbdl team such as the Pittsfield Mets would be
gpproximately $4 million. Thisis comprised of $1.7 million for ticket revenues, souvenirs, and concesson
sles $1.3 million for overnight lodging by visitors usng basebal s their primary degtination; and
gpproximately $1 million for gasoline, meds, and incidenta purcheses

In anticipation of the building of the new grandgand, feesfor the use of Wahconah began to be increased in
the late 1940s  These actions were directly measured in Decamber 1948 when it was reported that Wahconah
Park rentals produced $5,516.76 in that cdendar year that were tumed over to the city treesury for the generd
fund, an occurrence before the availability of the forthcoming grandgand. For context, the entire City of
Pittsfield budget in 1949 was approximately $6 million. An immeesureble is the service such afacility
provides to acommunity that enhancesthe quality of life of its citizens.

Allowing Wahconah Park to be used by professiona basebdl teams hes provided sdaries for players ad

revenues for team owners. The exigence of the call950 grandstand and ballfield has 0 alowed Wahconah

to generate revenues for community-based groups in need of an outdoor arena for fund-raising events. These
are too numerous to list, but afew examples follow toillustrate the vaue of the facility to the community.

. The availability of large capacity sedting & Wahconah made it possible for the City of Pittsfield

to hold part of its 200* birthday celebration there in 1961. Attendance for the five presentations of

"Oklahoma!" totaled 7,825, an all-time record for an amateur production in Pittsfield.

. Pittsfield annudly holds a traditional 4* of July parade down its main dreets with crowds of
50,000 and &bove typical. The parade hes been tdecast dnce the 1980s, including some years to the US
military through their oversees network. During the 1980s and 1990s, the Pittsfield 4* of July Parede
Committee held annud drum corps competitions before about 5000 spectators a \Wahconah featuring

intemationally ranked groups. The competition was the committee's chief fund-raiser, typicaly yielding

$6,000 in profitsto help defray the cost of producing the parade.

. On 31 August 1980, Arlo Guthrie and Shenandosh played a benefit concert & Weahconah
before 1500 spectators, grossing $7,500 for the Berkshire County Parochia School Association.
. Basebdl, football, and socoer games are often aranged a Wahoonah as benefits for charitable

organizations or school athletic programs. Typicaly, there are ahalf dozen or more per year.

PRE-1950 GRANDSTANDS

The first grandstand in Pittsfield wes built a Wahconah Park by loca contractor George Burbank in 1892
on about eight acres of land he owned there for the inaugura professional basebal game in Pittsfield on 9
Augugt of that year. 1t fulfilled along-time nead of Pittsfield for acentrally located site for ball games and
ahletic events of variouskinds. Onthe initial bassbdl field both the diamond and outfield were skinned.

(continued)
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The park wes fenced in and ahaf-mile track for bicycle raceslaid out dong the outer edge of the park was
planned. Immediatdy in front of the grandgand, a snooth track was planned especialy for foot races

Between 1895 and 1905, the grandgand deteriorated. Renewed interest in professond level basebdl

causd talksto begin in Sgptember 1908 to plan anew grandgand a \Wahconah Park.

The second granddand was built by Fred M. Ogeyee on the Burbank property and completed by April
1909. With aroof covering about half of it, the grandgand provided seeting for 1100 people. Bleachersfor
an additional 450 wereinstalled outsde aong the eest Sde perpendicular to the grandstand. The grandstand
messured 138 feet long by 38 feet wide and was located a the extreme south end of thefield <o that it faced
north. A mgp of that era shows an outline of an asymmetricd building footprint condsting of one long
sction with a smdler section angled inward toward the ballfield. From other sources it is known that
girders were 10"x12", posts 10"xIO", dringers 2"x12", and rafters2"x12". It had a 3-ply roof and soruce
was usd inthe grandstand sedting area Team dressing rooms were installed undemesth the grandgtand.
The ballfield was enclosed by 1940 feet of 8-foot-high unpainted hemlock fencing. The park's first
tdephone was ingdled; it was No. 118, Admission to the park and bleecher sedting was 25z, with an
additional 15" required to obtain grandgand seeting. News articles of the era reported that atendance &
balgames of 2400 was common, athough it was not cler where the extra 900 or 0 people were
accommodated.  This grandstand eventudly fell into disrepair during the 1930s and it was vandaized,
primarily by people needing the wood to heat their homes during the Great Depression.

PRE-1950 BALLFIELDS

Ballfields

The orientation of the basebdl field has not dwaysbeen the same as the current layout dthough the playing
field has dwaysbeen in approximately the samelocation dnce 18-, From George Burbank'sinitial layout
in 1892 until the current grandstand was built in 1950, the orientation was changed a few times. News
acocounts of the congtruction of the second grandgtand in 1909 clearly date that it was built on the extreme
south end of the field (then existing) <0 that it faced north. A map in the archives of the Fittsfield Public
Works Department dated 20 Decamber 1919 shows the ca.l 909 grandgand footprint. Itsorientation fits the
description given in the 1909 news accounts. The scanty history on this agpect of the ballpark doesnot
reved the number of times the orientation of the playing field was changed or when and why thedecison
was mede to have it finally facewed.

(continued)
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Lighting & Scoreboards

Technically, the first night baseball game a Wahconah Park was held in August 1930 when aCalifornia
team, traveling with its own portable lighting system, played the Pittsfield Collegians there. A portable
lighting system for night basebal was used as early a8 1941 by PFittsfield basebdl teams  Pamanat
lighting was ingtalled on regular dectric light poles and used for the first timeon 24 July 1942, paid for and
owned by the Canadian-American League Pittsfield Electrics (Pittsfield Professona Basebal Corporation).

In June 1946, eight 80-foot poles for Generd Electricfloodlightswere installed around the perimeter of the
ballfield, paid for by the Pittsfield Professonal Basgbdl Corporation. Other organizations using the park a
night were allowed to use the lightsfor the cogt of the eectricity to run them. The first game was played
under the new lights on 14 June 1946, a CanadianrAmerican Leegue contes. On 10 April 1951, the
Pittsfield City Council gpproved an appropriation that included $4,750 to purchase the lights from the by
then defunct Pittsfield Professonal Basebdl Corporation and reconditionthem. The scoreboard installed
with the call950 grandstand complex was an automatic device adeptable to either football or basebdl. It
had letters and numbers 18" high and was donated by Sports Services, Inc., of Buffalo, New York. Itwas
replaced during the 1978 renovations.

GEORGE W.BURBANK

Wahconah Park was darted by a member of one of Pittsfield's mog famous and historic families, George
Burbank. He was the third of ten children of Abraham and Julia Burbank, whose first two children died
before reaching their first birthdays. With little money in his youth, but great perseverance and ambition,

Abraham overcame severd early financial satbacks with hard work, vision, and the ingtincts of a natura

developer. Whenhe died & age 71, he had amassad an enormous persond  fortune and had congtructed many
of the mgor buildings in the downtown of his adopted city of Pittsfield. The pattems of George's life would
very much follow his father's examples.

Burbank built many of Pittsfield's homes and commercid buildingsin the mid 1800s At one point, he
owned nearly all the land between North Strest and the railroad stafion north of Depot Street where he built
two large brick blocks and severd amadler brick buildings. He built the Berkshire Hotel, large blocks of
dores in the downtown, and hundreds of houses At his degth, Abraham's real edate holdings included 50
houses two large hotels, and six blocks with 37 of the best Stuated doresin Pittsfield.

Abraham Burbank was known as both an honorable budness man and a generous one. Shortly after
purchasng alotin 1847 on North Street, he erected hisfirst brick building, just south of the Centra Block. It
wes three gories high. The city had no place where its citizens could gather to hear platform speskers of the
day. Abraham provided the goece by devoting the upper floor of the building for community purposes. In his

(continued)
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obituary, Abraham's adherence to principleswas noted. Among those cited, he was credited with his belief
that "we do not live for oursalves done, but for the generations which shal come after us.”

As the oldest surviving child of a father whose living philosophy involved generodity to onées fellow
humankind and a vision for the future of one's community, it is not surprising that George Burbank would
respond to his community's desire to have a centrally located site for sporting events. An article of 14 June
1892 in the Berkshire Evening Eagle was headlined, " New Sporting Park For Base Ball and Other Sport To
Be Egablished by George Burbank on Wahconah Strest - 1t Will Be Suitable for All Sorts of Sports'.

George Wedey Burbank was bom in Pittsfield on 8 November 1837. He gpatt his entire 71 yearsin the city,
dying on 15 April 1909 a his home a 50 Appletree Avenue. He married Samantha L. Steams of Windsor in
1859. They had two daughters, one son, and achild who died in infancy.

Like his father Abraham, George was a carpenter by trade and a builder by choice. It is consarvatively

edimated that George built 300 houses and buildings in Pittsfield between 1885 and 1908. Hebuilt mog of
the houses on Burbank Street, named for him, concluding with the A. H. Rice silk mill that still operates on
Burbank Street. Many of the housesin the Momingside and Russdll sections of the city werebuilt by him. In
Pittsfield's downtown, he built many large dructures on Summe Street and Columbus Avenue. They

included the Norwood Hotel, the Empire Thegater, and the brick buildings beyond them.

George Burbank was renowned for helping people in need and for his work ethic. He took grest delight in
participating in the growing town's celebrations. He was on all the Fourth of July committees and was
reported to have been "...a wonder in arranging for the parade of the 'horribles and loaned horsss ad
cosumes for the doings'. Hisjoy in gatherings of the towngpeople to whom he was devoted isreflected in
his decison to provide Pittsfield with a Ste and a grandstand for the fledgling sport of basebdl that dready
had become a favorite pastime. The lag line of his obituary read, "Everyone recdlls that when Pittsfield
nesded a place where large dances and entertainments [as Wahoonah Park] could be held, George Burbank
volunteered to mest the demand'.

THE SITE- EVOLUTION OF THEPHY SICAL PROPERTY
The Wahconah Pak land on which three successve granddands have been built hes been usd
continuoudy dnce 1892 as abasehdl venue At varioustimesit dso has been usad for other goorts and esa
dte for community activities. The dte came into being because of the community spirit and generodty of
George W. Burbank. He was perfectly positioned to take on the task of establishing Wahconah Park as a
oorts park. He owned the centrally located property, he was a contractor and carpenter by profession, ad
he possessad his father's generodity of spirit.

(continued)
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In the same year that George Burbank died. Judge Charles L. Hibbard, a pioneer in Pittsfield's parks ad
playgrounds system, began the call for the purchase of Wahconah Park to place it in the City'shands It
wes ten years later, in March 1919, when a forma proposa was made to acquire not only George
Burbank's Wahconah Park, but dso many properties abutting it. News articles of the era referred to the
proposal as one that would sse devdlopment of a"Great Park™.

The Generd Electric Company had purchased the dectrica transformer manufacturing facility of the
William Stanley Electric Company in 1903 and formaly commissoned it the Pittsfield Works of the
Generd Electric Company in 1907. The city's population was growing and it was putting up new schools
a an unprecedented rate. Three schools with atotal of 27 rooms were built in 1896. Beginning in 1908,
the school population incressed by an average of 230 pupils per year for severd years. A sanse of the rapid
expan=e of the city can be gained from the schools built a the time. In the nineteen-year goen from 1905to
1924, Pittsfield built eight schools with acombinedtotal of 123 dassooms

Pittsfield gppointed its first Park Commisson under date law in 1913, The Pak and Playground
Association coexiged with the Park Commisson for some years  1n 1919 they jointly recommended the
acquigition of the Burbank estate-owned Wahconah Park and severd adjoining properties for a"Great City
Park™" because they said that they foresaw the recreation nesds of an expanding city. They had obtained
options on mogt of the properties planned for purchase. An article in the Berkshire Evening Eagle of 18
March 1919 announcing the plan noted that "There isno expectation on the part of anyone that the property
will be converted into a centra park in one year. Those who have had the project so prominently in mind
for =0 long atime and have given to it 90 much thought and such exhaudive examination for the last 10 or
12 years have had avision comprehending the next 25 or 50 yearsof the city's growth and devdopment. ...
"What an opportunity for us to take this tract, avoid the possibility of improper devedlopment and, insteed,
meke it blossom like arose,' say those who are identified with the undertaking on behdlf of this generation
and of generations yet to be. ... Posshilitiesin the Wahconah drest undertaking are limitless. ... The park
would be acombination of utility and beauty conceived inthe publicinterest and dedicated to a sarvice of

the highest possbletype”.

The city took action in 1919 to acquire the Burbank estate property and severd adjoining parces. Over the
yeers additional parcds were purchased, with the two mog recent (1994) enlarging the entrance to the park
on Wahconah Strest.  The properties conveyed to the city that now make up Wahconah Park are shown in
Figure 6 dong with the dates of conveyance. The grandgtand is located on the upper part, the parking area
in the central section, and playgrounds for city children on the lower parcds.

(continued)
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FIGURE 6. Parcds conveyed to the City of Pittsfield making up Wahconah Park
and their datesof conveyance.
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ARCH TECTS JG5EPH MARTHUR VANCE;, BRADLEY & GASS

Josgph McArthur Vance came to Pittsfield on 10 Decamber 1894, three years after obtaining hisdegree
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He would remain in Pittsfield for the rest of hislife.
Ore of his lagt projects was the desgn of the grandgand for Wahconah Park. The Parks Commisson
minutes of 27 March 1942 record the official engagemeant of Vance as the architect for the Wahconah
grandgand. Vances degth in 1948, severd events that occurred before his degth, and the absance of
Vance's design drawings for the grandstand, have required piecing together source materia in an atempt
to determine where Vance's design | eft of f, where the design of the architects hired to replace him picked
up, and why there had to be changesinVance's origina grandstand design.

By 26 February 1942, Vance and mambars of the Park Commission in a private budget discusson were
describing the proposaed structure to membears of the Pittsfield City Council. As described by the Parks
Commission chairman and architect Vance and reported inthe Eagle (27 February 1942), "The sructure
would be a covered wooden stand seeting about 1500 on benches, while the extra bleachers would ssat
1700 more and use of all available equipment from other parks would accommodate a total of 6800
Soectators for gpecid occasons a Wahconah."

The events that would require the revision of the 1942 Vance plans were the 1942 denia of permission by
the War Production Board to build the grandgtand; the City's new building code that became effective 1
March 1944 and that required a grandsand of the proposed sze of Wahconah to be built of ged; and

having only one bid come in by 18 August 1948 ... and it was three times the amount that hed by then
been gppropriated for the congruction. Vance's death on 14 Decembear 1948 prevented him from making
the revisonsto his 1946 plans necessary to conform to code and elicit bids close to the gppropriation.

By the mid 1940s, appropriations totaling $74,597 had been mede in preparation for building the
granddand and the original design had been expanded by the addition of two wings, bringing the seeting

capacity of the grandstand to 2000. The one bid mede for construction in August 1948 was $209,967.

Four months after the one bid was received and a about the sametime Vance died, the Hussey Mfg. Co.

of North Berwick, Maine sated that it could probably build the proposed grandstand for about $100,000.
The principa reeson gaed for the big difference in cog was that the Maine firm would meke severd

extensve and cog-saving changes in the mog recent Vance plans. An Eagle article of the era dated,

"The changes would be primarily structural and would not result in atering the grandgand's outward

characterigtics gppreciably. Theprincipal revison would be in the use of ged rather than concrete to lace
the tiers of the grandstand together." TheHussey proposa included a gted roof capped by a pressbox on
the grandgtand.

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-. OMB Approv.l No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shest wddn Rk

Pittsfield (Berkshire), MA
Section number 8 Pege 19

In May 1949, the Hussey Company had prepared cod edimates for a 1500-set grandstand.  They totaled
$107,000. Sevead revisons later, the City Council on 28 June 1949 gpproved the expenditure of

$115,000 for the grandstand. On 26 July 1949 it was announced that the City was now planning for 2000

setsin a$115,000 sructure, that Bradley & Gass had been retained as "consultants' and that it had been

decided to kep the field and granddand a their previous locations. The Sate gave itsformal gpprovd of
the granddand plans in late summer and issued a certificate to "Bradley & Gass the architects’. When

the bids were opened in early Fall 1949, the low bid was $105,204.82. Change orders approved during
congtruction brought the total expenditure for the grandstand to $114,345.80.

Josgph McArthur Vance was bora in Urbana, Ohio on 22 January 1868. When he was young, hisfamily
moved to Chattanooga, Tennessee where he was raised.  He retumed to Urbana to atend Urbana
University. In 1891 Vance graduated from M.I.T. with, it isassumed, adegreein architecture. For atime
he worked with the Bogon architect Francis R. Allen. Allen designed the Berkshire Bank building
(previoudy Berkshire County Savings Bank). Vance came to Pittsfield in 1894 to supervise the
congruction of this drategically placed building a the comer of North and Eag Streats adjacent to the
City's center & Pak Square. Vance goatt the rest of hislife in Pittsfield and is often referred to as the
mogt important architect represented in the Park Squeare Historic District Extension. The buildingshe
designed inthe Didtrict include the Pdace Thestre, originaly caled the Mgestic (1910), demolishedin
1993; the 1937 England Brothers depatment store, now demolished; and the two-story addition to the
Berkshire Life building on the comer of North and Wes Stredts.

Vance is often credited as being the architect of the Colonia Theeire (1903) on South Street in Pittsfield.
In Spring 2000 this was proven incorrect. Through the years many had found it very curious that an
architect desgning his first theater could create one whose acoudtics became renowned for their clarity;
that could be built in five months, even though its performance chamber was extremdy omete; and would
be desgned with plain exterior dde walls, as though meant to be inserted between two other buildings,
when it was free-standing. The mygteries were solved when aresearcher for the Colonia Thegtre found
somecritical linesinthe 1938 obituary of John F. Sullivan in the North Adams Transcript. Sullivan and
his brother were busnessmen, builders, and investors in North Adams and Pittsfield. At the tum of the
lagt century, the Sullivan brothers built the Empire Theater in North Adams on property directly behind
the Wilson Hotel, which they owned. The Empire was accessed through a lobby in the hotel. Thus, no
soecidly desgned exterior had to be designed, only the performance chamber and ancillary goeces For
this the SuUivans hired the premier theater architect of the day, J. B. McElfatrick.

In the John F. Sullivan obituary were these lines: "As s00n &s the erection of this building [a Sx-gtory
building for the exclusive use of their furniture busness| hed been completed Mr. [John F.] Sullivan and

(continued)
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his brother undertook the constmction of the Empiretheater building on the property directly back of the
Wilson hotel, through which a lobby wes provided, and extending out to Holden Street.  Under Mr.
Sullivan's manegement the theater duplicated the success of the furniture enterprise which he and his
brother had garted and as a consequence he decided to enter the amusamant field inthe city of Pittsfield
where he built the Colonia theater the interior of which was the exact duplicate of the Empire” The
Empire Theater was destroyed by afire on the moming of 2 July 1912. The Colonia Thegtre reseercher
tracked down the origina plans of the Empire to determine if the Colonia's are identical. They ae an
exact maich. Thus, the Colonial's performance chamber isa J B. McElfatrick desgn while the faBade
wes designed by Vance. Vance supervisad the construction and became the architect of record. But the
"theater” is the performance chamber. In tems of who actually desgned the Colonid's, it was
McElfatrick. No record hes been found indicating whether McElfatrick knew and permitted the second
ue of hisdesign.

Vance desgned a number of buildings in downtown Pittsfield. These include the Melville Building a
308-316 North Street (ca.1899), the Registry of DeadsBuilding, the First Baptist Church on South Street,
the First Church of Chrigt Scientigts, the Masonic Temple (1914) on South Street, and the white brick
Kinnell-Kresge Building (1918) & 47-51 North Sireet.

Before graduating from Urbana University, he played on its varsty basebdl team and achieved the
digtinction of hurling a no-hit, noomn game While no other ingtances have been found of Vance
designing sports venues other than Wahoonah Park, he certainly brought to that task first hand knowledge
of the nesds of auch afacility.

Pittsfield has apark in its downtown. The Common. It has long had a very large outdoor skatingrink in
the winter. Vance desgned the brick Shdter House that exists and is usad to this day. The origina

dimensons were 28 feet by 30 feet. It was sarted and completed in 1941 & a cost of $7,046.47. A four-
foot degp addition, dso designed by Vance, was put on in 1946, believed to have been to increese the 9ze
of the heating room. Other goaceswithin the Shdter House provided for an activities room and apair of
rest rooms.

The gate's highest pegk is Mount Greylock inthe Berkshires in the Town of Adams. 1t is owned by the
Commonwedth of Massachusetts under the cugtodianship of the Depatment of Conservation and
Recredtion. Vance desgned the rustic and hardy Bascom Lodge aop Mt. Greylock. Congtmcted of
native sone and wood culled from the mountain, the lodge gts a the base of the Veterans War Memorid
bescon tower atop Greylock. Closed during the winter months, it hes sonefireplaces,high ceilings with

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-. OMB Approv.| No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shest waydn Rk

Pittsfield (Berkshire), MA
Section number 8 Peoge 21

hand cut gomee beams a dining facility, overnight deeping quarters to accommodate 34 gueds a
lobby/lounge, and other amenities for visitors and hikers who numbered 150,000 to 200,000 in 2004.
Vance's design has withstood the brutal conditions on the mountain during the winter months nearly 70
years. Approva of the facility took place in 1932, one wing was completed in 1935, and the entire
facility finishedin 1937. Itwasbuilt by men of the Civilian Conservation Corporation (CCC). The lodge
and the surrounding summit of Greylock are listed on the National Regigter of Historic Places.

Other examples of Vance's architecture that can be found outsde of PFittsfield include the Mahaiwe
Theater (1905) in Great Barrington, currently being restored; the Ramsddl Public Library (1908) in
Housatonic; and the Aspnwall Hotel in Lenox, which wes destroyed by firein 1931.

Architects Prentice Bradley and Douglas Gass purchased the Harding & Seaver architecturd firm in

1948. It had been garted as a one-man office in 1898 by architect George C. Harding, a Pittsfield native
who began a successon of firms that hes lagted to the presant day. 1n 1901, Harding took on architect
Henry M. Seaver as apartner. The firm became one of the mogt successful in Westem Massachustts.

Harding died in 1921. Seaver carried on the business until his desth in 1947. Bradley & Gasswere
prompted to purchase the Harding & Seaver busness because there were projects on their drafting boards
but no leadership to complete them. The partnership dissolved in 1955. Bradley took over the firm &

operated it under the name of the Officeof Prentice Bradley, Architect until 1971.

In the period from 1948-1955, Bradley & Gass dedgned the Arthur Crane contemporary redwood home
a 11 Main Stregt in Daton (1949-50) and the 1950 remodeling of the Berkshire Eagle flatiron building
on Eagle Street in Pittsfield that included a contemporary fafade and a Sairway that spiraled as it rose
through multiple stories in front of the ground leve to roof line window inthe bow of the building. Little
isknown about other work created by the firm a the presant time. The firm actually credits Bradley with
the revisions to the Wahoonah Park grandgand as well as Wahconah Regiona High School in Dalton.

In the 19605 the Office of Prentice Bradley were the architects of anumber of multifamily and elderly
housing projects including Providence Court (formerly & Luke's Hospital), Epworth Arms and The
Fines & Pontooauc, all in Pittsfield; Hyde Flace in Lee Bostwick Gardens in Great Barrington; and Holy
Family Terace in North Adams. They dso were the architects for the additions to Williams (6
dassooms 1962), Allendale (4 dassooms, 1963), and Highland (3 dassooms, 1963) dementary
schodls in Pittsfield; and the addition to &. Stephen's Churchin Pittsfield.

(continued)
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In 1971 Bradley hired three new architects and renamed the new firm Bradley Architects, Inc., the name

by which it is known to this day. Bradley Architects, Inc. has desgned such projects as the Doctor's

Building & Fairview Hospital in Great Barrington, Richmond Consolidated School, and the Department

of Environmental Management and Regiona Heedquarters in Pittsfield. I1n 1986, they desgned the office
building and computer data center for the Geary Corporation, currently Keane Inc. on South Stregt in

Pittsfield.

Prentice Bradley was bom in Chicago in 1906. He was educated a Dartmouth and Harvard. 1n 1975 he
retired fromthe firm that carries his. Bradley later moved to Sen Antonio. He died in 1997.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are known in the nominated area, Stes may be present.  Seven
andent Stes are recorded in the generd area (within one mile). Most known dtes are redtricted to dry
upland terraces bordering dream and riverine wetlands. No dtes are currently identified on riverine
floodplain locdes such as characterized by the Wahconah Park area Environmental characterigtics for
the nominated areagenerdly represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that
ae favorable for the presence of ancient Native American stes.  The property is located on alevd to
moderatedly doping floodplain terrace within 1,000 feet of the West Branch Housatonic River.
Undigtiurbed soils in the area are well drained, formed in glacid till. During the historic period, however,
the naturd characterigtics of soilsin this areahave been dtered or obscured by urban works and gmctures
resulting in evidence of dumping and disturbance on the surface and in soil profiles. In 1987, alocational
aurvey for a highway project on the opposite sde of the river from Wahconah Park found evidence of
dumping and soil disturbance inthe floodplain area An ancient Native American Ste was located on an
devated terrace bordering the floodplain; however, because of extensve subsurface disurbance, the ste
did not gpopear to be digible for inclusion in the National Regigter of Historic Places and no additiona
work was recommended. In 2004, the Massachusatts Historicl Commisson (MHC) reviewed a
proposed redeve opment of Wahconah Park, a which time an MHC archaeologist waked the park area
and reviewed available background materids for the property. MHC found that the park and adjoining
property to the south is disturbed, an interpretation consstent with urban land characterigtics identified by
the USDA soil survey for this areaand the results of the 1987 locational survey for thefloodplain locale
on the oppodte dde of the West Branch of the Housatonic River noted above MHC concluded there was
little historic or ancient Native American archaeologica potential for the Wahconah Park area of

(continued)
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redevelopment. The current review of the Wahconah Park property nominated for National Regider
nomination extends that interpretation for the entire nominated areaa Any dtes that may have been
located in the area have been dedroyed by urban development. Many poorly drained aress and dry
floodplain locdles have been filled. Given the information presented above, the use of much of the
nominated property as parkland since the late 19'Vealy 20" century, and the lack of documented historic

landuse prior to that time, the potential for locating significant archaeologica resources, both ancient
Native American and historic, is low.

(end)
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Primary Location of additional data
REPOSITORY :

ASTFESIORS DATA & MAPS: Board of Assessors
Att: Richard Bordeau, Chief Assessor, Treasurer, & Director of Financia Savices
City of Pittsfield, City Hall
70 Allen Sttest
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201
413/499-9466

MAPS: Department of Public Works & Utilities, Engineering
Att: Bruce Collingwood, Commissoner
City of Pittsfield, City Hall
70 Allen Street
Pittsfield, Massachusatts 01201
413/499-9327

MAPS: Berkshire Regiond Planning Commission
Att: Nathanid Karnes, Director
1 Fenn Stteet, Suite 201
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201
413/442-1521

DEEDS: Berkshire Middle District Registry of Desds
Att: Sharon Henault
44 Bank Row
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201
413/443-7438
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WILLS & ESTATES: Berkshire Probate & Family Court Departtnent
Att: Francis B. Marinaro, register
44 Bank Row
Pittsfield, Massachusatts 01201
413/442-6941

LOCAL HISTORY; Berkshire Athenaeum
Att: Kathy Riley, Director of Local History
1 Wenddl Avenue
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201
413/499-9486 (Loca history department)

BALLOT REFERENDA & DEATH CERTIFICATES: City Clerk's Office
Att; Jody L. Phillips, City Clerk
City of Pittsfield, City Hall
70 Allen Strest
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201
413/499-9361

ARCHEOLOGY':
Att: Mitchell Tyler Mulholland
University of Massachusatts
Amherst, Massachusdits
413/545-1626

ARCHITECTS PLANS: ¢.1950 grandstand
HISTORY of PRENTICE BRADLEY ARCHITECTURAL FIRM
Att: Jack Barbara, architect
Bradley Architects, Inc.
8 Bank Row
Pittsfield, Massechusdtts 01201
413/448-8253

ENGINEERING DWGS: 1997 renovahon
EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN: 2004
Att: Robert Fomier, lead enginesr
S K Design Group, Inc.
2 Federico Drive
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201
413/443-3537
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CONSTRUCTION: 1997 renovation
Att: Dan Francese, presdent
Cadan Construction, Inc.
555/607 Fenn Strest
Pittsfield, Massachusdtts 01201
413/442-8500/499-0149

ECONOMIC STIMULUS DATA:
Att: William Wilson, Executive Director
Berkshire Visitors Bureau
Berkshire Common
Pittsfield, Massachusdtts 01201
413/443-9186

PARK COMMISSION MINUTES, SCRAPBOOKS, MAPS, & ARCHIVES
Att: James McGrath, Director
Department of Community Services, Parks & Recregtion Department
City of Pittsfield, Springsde House
874 North Stteet
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201
413/499-9343

BASCOM LODGE
Att: Timothy Eager, Manager
Bascom Lodge
Summit of Mount Greylock
Mount Greylock Reservation
Adams, Massachuseits 01220
413/743-1591

EMPIRE THEATER RESEARCH
Att: William F. Munn, President
Friends of the Colonial Thesatre Restoration, Inc.
42 Roberta Road
Pittsfield, Massachusdtts 01201
413/499-1480

(end)



_Wahconah Park_ Berkshire,MA-
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 18.7 ac.

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 643580 4702500 3. 18 643520 4702220
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 18 643700 4702080

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal BournJary Description

(Deschbe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form PrepareH By
Anne Everest Wotjkowski, assisted by Robert M. Boland, Joseph O. Guzzo, James R. McGrath, and David J. Potts,
name/title with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, Massachusetts Historical Commi.ssion

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission , date -line 7005
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone 817-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .zip code 02125

Additional Dnr.iimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Ownsr
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name City of Pittsfield. MA (under custodianship of Dept. of Community Services., Parks & Recreation)

sineer gomumber  PRT4fibldrth Street state_ MA_ telephosip co4é3-3998843

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget. Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA

Verbal Boundary Dexription

The boundary of Wahconah Pak is shown as the heavy solid line on the accompanying mep entitled
"Wahconah Park Boundary Lines'.

Boundary Justification

The bounds of the Wahconah Park dte are continuous and represent the parcds put together snce 1919
when the plan for establishing a large centrd park in Pittsfield was first publicly proposed. Theplan
envisoned apark with agranddand aswell as facilitiesfor locd leagues and neighborhood children. The
initial conveyances to the city in 1919 included two large parcds from the George Burbank esate. On
one of these waas the ¢.1909 granddand. The original 1892 and current 1950 grandgtands were built on
this same parce.  Parcds conveyed to the city dnce 1919 have kept the entirety continuous, have
provided abroad entrance to the park from Wahconah Strest, and have been condgent with the original
plan that hes been endorsed and supported by the people of the community on numerous occasons

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: David Potts
Date of photographs February 2005
Location of negatives: Department of Community Services
874 North Stret
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201
Theinformation above applies to all included 8x 10" photographs.
1 North from Park Street, toward basketbal court
2. North from Park Street, toward grandstand
3. North, across parking lot toward grandstand
4. Northeast from third bese bleachers toward grandstand
5. Northwest from third basetoward center field football press box
6. Northeast from second bese toward first bese bleachers
7. Southeegt from pitching mound toward grandstand
8 South fromwithin grandstand

9. Southwest from concourse toward grandstand

(continued)
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: James McGrath
Date: June 2003
Location of negatives. Dept. of Community Services, Pittsfield, MA

The above information pertains to the following 4 x 6" photographs.

1 Grandgand dong first bese line, camera facing south

2. Grandgand aong third bese line, camera facing eest

3. Within grandgand facing northwest toward outfield

4. Within grandgstand facing southwest toward backstop

5. Within grandgtand, showing box seeting, owls, facing eedt.
6. Detail of granddand owls

7. Grandgtand, handicap ramp, facing south

8 Sted girder congtruction from uppermost granddand sedts
9. Main entranceto park from parking lot, facing northwest
10. Grandgtand exterior from concourse, facing northeest

11. Parking lot, facing south
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ATTRIBUTION OF SKETCHES IN SECTION 7, FIGURES 16

FIGURE 1: sketch of cal950 Wahconeh Pak Granddand by architects Bradley & Gasspublished inthe
Berkshire Eagle on 15 December 1949.

FIGURE 2: sketch by Design Group, Inc. from their 1997 renovation to Wahconah Park, modified usng
Adobe Photoshop by Anne Everest Wojtkowski

FIGURE 3 <ketch by Anne Everex Wojtkowski besad on the cal949 Wahconsh Pak Grandgand
Bradley & Gassplans.

FIGURE 4: sketch by Anne Everes Wojtkowski besad on cal949 Bradley & Gass and 1997 Design
Group, Inc. plans.

FIGURE 5 <ketch by Desgn Group, Inc. from their 1997 renovation plans, modified usng Adobe
Photoshop by Anne Everest Wojtkowski.

FIGURE 6. mg by Avis Airmap, Inc. for the Pittsfield Board of Assessors modified usng Adobe
Photoshop by Anne Everest Wojtkowski
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APPENDIX PHOTOGRAPHS

The following photographs have been culled from the files of the Department of Community
Savices Paks & Recreation. Where the photographer hes been identified, that hes been
noted.

1. Inter-playground boxing match, 1949. Photographer: William Plouffe.

2. Front faBade of grandgand, undated.

3. E=d toward grandstand down third beseline, undated.

4. Northwest from home plate toward outfield fence, undated.

5. Folk Fesfival, 1953. Photographer: William Plouffe.

6. Little League City Championship game, 1958. Photographer: WilliamE. Mahan.

7. Professona boxing match. Sugar Ray Robinson v. Clarence Riley, 1964.

8 Gillette Carnival in parking lot, 1976.

9. New York MetsAA farm teem game, 1992
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MAPLOCATING WAHCONAH PARK BUILDINGS, SITES,
STRUCTURES & OBJECTS LISTED ON DISTRICT DATA SHEET

A Thi.s map wav produced by Anne

Everest Wojtkowski by modifyingin
Adobe Phoioshop a scaled site map,
"Wahconah Paric Areafor Historic Area

"+ Designation”, generated by the BRFC.

| Area for Hidaric Area Desgreion

100 200 300 400
| Feet

1:2,400



WAHCONAH PARK, PITTSFIELD (BERKSHIRE), MA
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Historic Name Address Date condtructed Resource Satus
Wahoonah Park Wahconeh Stregt snce 1832 S C
Basabdl field 1892, renovations. 1909, 1927 ST C
1950, 1978, 1997
Football field ca 1946 (played a5 early as 1931) ST C
Grandstand 1950, renovations. 1978, 1997 B C
modifications 1986, 194
Dugouts 1978 2 ST 2NC
Bleechers ca 1950 2 ST 2C
Lighting sysem 1978 (on eight 90'poles) ST NC
Beer 9d 2002 B NC
Pizza 9ed 1992 B NC
Ticket booth 1950, mgjor renovation 2005 B NC

Parking area 1950 inits current configuration S C



Historic Name

Y outh basebal fields

Basketbdl court
TOTALS
Buildings
Structures
Stes

TOTAL

WAHCONAH PARK,PITTSFIELD (BERKSHIRE), MA
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Address Date congructed Resource
Park Street ca 1940 29
1970 S

Contributing Noncontributing

1 3

4 3

4 1

9 7

Saus

2C

NC



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT (F THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER (F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Wahconah Park
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & QGANIY: MASSACHUSETTS, Berkshire

DATE RECEl VED 6/ 29/ 05 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: 7/ 25/ 05
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 8/ 09/ 05 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 8/ 12/ 05
DATE OF VHEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 05000878

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: N PER CD N FROGAM UNAPPROVED N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT WAl VER N
t/ ACCEPT RETURN REJECT ~ [/~ (t/ DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM /CR TER A

REVI EWER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

[f anomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS.

































































































































Pittsfield Historical Commission
city Hall « pittsfield, Massachusetts -01201

17 May 2005 ANNCINAX'VED
Cara H Mtz 19
State Historic Preservation Officer MASS. HIST. COVM

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
220 Morrissey Blvd.
Boston, M\ 02125

Dear Ms. Met z,

O behalf of thePittsfield Historical Conmssion it gives
ne great pleasure toonce again support Pittsfield s appli-
cation t orecognize Wahconah Park as a National Historic
Site.

This venerable ol dpark has long been thecenter of many
community activities and holds an enviable position in the
history of baseball both locally and nationally. This 1892
field can stand proudly beside Herman Melville's hone and
Shaker Village as a Berkshire County |andmark.

Speaki ng as anmenber of theteam submitting this application
| hardly need t o say that our support i sboth enthusiastic
and all-encompassing.

Encl osed are copies of previous correspondences.

Thank you for your attention,
Sincerely,

Robert Bol and
113 East Housatonic St.
Pittsfield, M\ 01201

tel: 413 499 3342



RECEIVED
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS SENATE MAY 81 I"h

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-10S3

MASS. Hist
SENATOR ANDREA F.NUCIFORO,JR. COMMITTEES:
BERKSHIRE, HAMPSHIRE ANANCIAL SFRUCES  (CHARVIAN)

AND FRANKLIN DISTRICT ELDER AFFAIRS (VICE CHAIRMAN)

ROOM 213B, STATE HOUSE HIGHER EDUCATION
TEL 617-722-1625

FAX. 617-722-1523

ELECTION LAWS
CONSUMER PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE

DISTRICT OFFICE:

74 NORTH STREET
PITTSFIELD, M A 01201
TEL. 413-442-6810
FAX, 413-442-6927

wwwnuclforocom

May 20, 2005

CaaH. Metz

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Deaxr Ms. Metz:

The City of Pittsfield's historic and revered Wahconah Park isacandidate for nomination to
the National Register of Historic Places by the Massachusetts Historical Commission, with apublic
hearing planned for June 8th. On behalf of the people of my district | enthusiastically support this
nomination.

First established in 1892 as abasebdl venue, this great old park has played host to basebal
and community events for generations of Pittsfielders. Although the centrally located Wahconah is a
genuine working ballpark, it hes always been a flexible ste capable of being adapted to other
community needs. Thus, for over a century, it is the single location where the community has
gathered for the whole range of events experienced by small city America.

Wahconah Park isnot oniy avaluable recreational and economic resource, but itisrenownin
the lore of nadonally known professional basebdl aficionados who consistently rank the park among
the top ten venues in the country for its intimacy, character, and evocation of the padt.

Should there be anything additional 1 can do to support this nomination, please feel freeto
contact me. Thank you very much for your consideration and for the time expended on behalf of this
nomination by the members of the Historic Commission.

Sincerdly,
I/\J/\

ANDREA F.NUCIFORO JR.
State Senator



Matp "Moviit, Boston n2133-in54

May 24, 2005 MY 2 6 206

CaaH.Metz
Sae Historic Preservation Officer MASS. HIST. COVIM

Massachusatts Historical Commisson
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Membersof the Siate Review Board:

| respectfully submit this letter of support for the nomination of Wahoonah Pak in
Pittsfield, Massachusetts to be placed upon the Regider of Historic Flacesin America

Openad in 1919, Wahconah Pak isone of the last remaining wooden balparks in
America and it offers the opportunity to experience alost ea of basebal. While the Pak hes
s vad significant renovations in its lifetime, its character hes remained the same as the day
it was created. The current wooden grandgand was congtructed over dmogt a decede to
accommodate for work shortages caused by World War 11, Since the Park wias built prior to
night games it is oriented towards the west and isone of only two stadiums in the United States
which cdébrate "sun delays' - an early seventh inning sretch - while the game waitsfor the aun
to go behind the treesin centerfield. Asatedament to itsgpped. Fortune Magazine placed
Wahconah Pak onitslist of top minor leegue balparksin Americain 2000.

The City of Pittsfield maintains a prominent place in bassbdl history. The City of
Pittsfield was the dte of thefirst collegiate basghdl game between Williams and Amherd in
1859. Inaddition, the City recently uncovered the oldest written reference to bassbdl inatown
bylaw dating back to 1791. Thisdocument wes displayed a the Basebdl Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, N.Y ..

Given the uniqueness and historic character of Wahoonah Park, | urge the State Review
Board to award Wahconah Park with a place onthe Regiger of Historic Flacesin America

Snce

hristopherN. Speranzo
Sae Represtative
Third Berkshire District



CaaH. Metz

Sae Historic Presarvation Officer K> -,
MassachusattsHistorical Commisson "»1<.V ED
220 Morrissey Boulevard A
Boston, MA 02125 MAY 4 2006

MASS. HIST. COMM
Members of the State Review Board;

Re Wahconah Park nomination to the Regider of Historic Hacesin America

| respectfully submit thisletter of support for the nomination. | have persondly experienced the
plessure of researching the history of Wahconah Park from its conception in 1892 right through
the completion of the current (1950) grandstand. To truly understand the sgnificance a historic
designation will meen to this property and the community it resdein, youwould need totime
travel backwards 113 years to when this complex was but an ideain the mind of loca building
contractor, George W. Burbank, who (as luck would haveit) & the time owned someeight acres
of land behind "Brennen's Sdloon.”

It was George W. Burbank's vison for a sporting venue to be located daose enough to the center
of commerce to make it eadly assesseble to dl that wished to attend such events without
hardship. The concept remains as practical today asitdid back in 1892. The ditizens of Pittsfield
continue to enjoy avariety of eventshdd annudly (as well as sporadicdly) a Wahconah Park.
From bassbdl and football to Broadway play's such as the "Damn Yankegs' production daged in
2004, the park hes served the community without proper notoriety for 113 years. The current
grandgtand was ddlayed in its construction by nine years due to such unforessegble obdadesas
World War |1, building code restrictions and prohibitive cost proposds.

Wahoonah Park isgegped in abassbdl higtory that indudes accountsof Jm Thorpe, Lou Gehrig
and Charles "Casey" Stengd, among countless other recognizable names rounding its besgpaths
Thetimeis now, to place Wahconeh Park beside other historically honored balparks like
Rickwood Field, (Birmingham, AL) and Jackie Robinson "City Idand” Balpark, (Daytona Beach,
FL). TheNationd listing will ultimately insure the continued longevity of the fabled balpark and
its surrounding parkland.

Sncerely, Jjanrcft P (rtn

David J. Potts
19 Morgan Stret
Pittsfield, MA 01201



CITY COUNCIL
PITTSFI ELD
MASSACHUSETTS

May 24, 2005

CaaH. Metz

Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
Massechusdtts Historica Commission
220 Morrisey Boulevard

Bogton, MA 02125

Dear MsMetz:

It iswith great enthusasm that the City Council of Pittsfield endorsss the efforts to have
Wahconah Pak in Pittsfield designated as an official historic Ste by the Massachusatts Historic
Commisson. Weahoonah Pak hes bean an integra part of the history of Pittsfield and its citizens.
It hes held a significant role inthe rich history of basebdl. Basebdl a the high school, college
and professiona leve has bean played & Wahoonah Pak since 1892. Many magjor leegue players
and anumber of Hall of Famers haveplayed a the park. Theseplayers include, Joe DiMaggio,
Babe Ruth, Jack Chesbro, Mark Bdanger and Jeff Reardon. More importantly Wahoonah Park
isone of only afew parksfromthis era that isstill operating inthe country today.

Thank you for your condderation of the worthy historic designation of Wahconah Park.

Sincerdy,
"Gedd Lee Lewis Markh
Council Presdent Council Vice President Ward 1
I(Fi
I/inda Tyer Q OziasVincdllette J6nahen Lothrop Dan Bianchi
Ward 3 Wad 4 Ward 5 Ward 6
Anthony Maffucio Tricia Farfe™Mouvier ~* africiaMaumphy

Wad 7 At-Large At-Large



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Lne 24, 2005 Massachusatts Historical Commission

Mr. John Roberts, Acting Chief
National Regiser of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
1201 Eye Street, NW S floor HbCIclVEO 2280
Washington, DC 20005

JUN 29 206
Dear Mr. Roberts

mUhll.u H ;KGiiC FLACES
Endosed pleesefind the following nomination form:

Wehconah Park, Pittsfield (Berkshire), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the Siate Review Board and haes been signed by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were aff orded the opportunity
to comment.

Five letters of support have been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachuseits Historical Commission

Endosure

cC. Hon. James M. Rubato, Mayor, City of Rttsfied
Robat Baland, Rittsfidd Higoricd Commision
Fittsfield City Coundl
Sae Saaor Andrea F. Nuciforo, .
Sate Rgresantative Chrigopher Sogawo
Jmes R McGrath, Dept. of Community Savioss
Ame Bvaest Wojtkowski
David J. Ratts

Jseph O. Guzzo

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



