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1 - Name of Property

historic name Esten-Bowen House

other names/site number

2. Location
address 299 Iron Mine Road not for publication
citytown  Burrillville vicinity
state Rhode Island code RI county Providence code 007  zip code 02830

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X  meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

ional NN "nistatewide X local
nl111

Signature of certifying official Date

RI Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission

fitie State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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NatLbnal Park Service Certification
| her™y certify that this property is: latuce of the Keeper Ars Date of Action

12'JOI/

entered in the National Register
see continuation sheet

determined eligible for the National Register
see continuation sheet

determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain below)

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

X private building(s) 3 buildings
public - Local district 3 sites
public - State site 1 structures
public - Federal structure objects

ob'iect Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register
N/A 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from Instructions)
DOMESTIC/sngle dwelling DOMESTIC/sngle dwelling

AGRICULTURE/agricultura outbuilding DOMESTIC/secondary structure
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7. Description

Architectural Classification Mateids

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from Instructions)
EARLY REPUBLIC foundation: STONE/Granite
OTHER: Early American walls:  WOOD/weatherboard

roof:  ASPHALT
other:  BRICK

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing elements
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its
location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph n

The Eden-Bowen Houseis alate 18* - or early 19*-century wood frame, center chimney, double-pile, V2 story
Cape Cod-type farmhouse with a flank kitchen ell in aformerly agrarian rural setting in northeast Burrillville. It
was restored and updated in a free interpretation of the Colonial styleinthe 1940sby an amateur historian with
American Colonid antiquarian and genedogica interests. Recently the househes been structuraly stabilized
and interior finishes have been refreshed while maintaining the mid-20"-century restoration work. The
farmhouse presently occupies a 32-acre parcd that was the heart of the original farm. The house Stswithin the
former farmyard, which containstwo surviving outbuildings and the ruins of severd others. Drylaid done walls
divide the rest of the land into a pattem of lanes, fields (now grown over) and woodlots.

Narraive continued

Esten-Bowen House

The houseinits present form largely retainsits original features, with c. 1946 additionsin a number of
locations. Historic photographs from the late 1930sindicate that the farmhouse had had only minor changesby
that time, including two-over-two window sash, aVictorian front door and wood soves.

Five bays wide and two bays degp with a flank-gable roof, the househes a hewn and sawn timber frame, vertical
plank shesthing and clgpboard sding. It retson a sone foundation of coursed rubble capped with dressed
granite blocks with the large centra brick chimney supported by a massve rubblestone basa The kitchenell,
which gopears to be an early addition, is s&t back on the south elevation and hes an exposaed basemeant on the
eadt end with an a-grade entry. It containsan interna end brick chimney with a Sone basa

The exterior features a centra entry on the front (south) elevation. The sx-pand front door and the five-light
transom in the doorway are products of the ¢. 1946 restoration; the origina doorway had been remodded in the
late 19* century with afiill-height Victorian door. The windows on the south elevation havetheir origina plank
frames and molded cgps that are broken out from the main comice molding. On the rear (north elevation), the
center doorway is a restoration that matches the front entry. The origina doorway had been 9ded over by the
late 1930s Herethe origina plank window frames are &t below the comice molding and feature c. 1946 plain
cqps, & do the windows on the Sde eevations. The mgjority of the windows contain ¢. 1946 double hung wood
seh with twelve-over-twelve lights on the first floor and six-over-six in the garret; they replaced two-over-two
sehfromthe late 19* century. At severd locations there ae wider windows added ¢. 1946; they have double
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hung wood seeh with eighteen-over-eighteen lights on the first floor and twelve-over-tweve in the garret
window. Thesereplaced origina windowson the west dlevation and eest levations, in the kitchen ell the
window on the south éevation was installed in anew opening.

The interior was originally laid out inatraditional five-room plan, supplemented by the ell, and it survives intact
except in the rear, where the west and center rooms have been combined. For the mogt part, the origina
hardware and wood trim, includingfloorboards,four-pand and board and batten doors and smple architrave
moldings on the doorways and windows, are original, though the origina plaster has been replaced in most
rooms. In the c. 1946 restoration the exterior walls were built-out with interior sudding to accommodete
insulation and plagtered to the plane of the window trim and up to the casad comer posts, which remain partially
exposed. Thisisthe case with al of the exterior walls of the building.

The smdl front vestibule contains the narrow, winding, front sairs which are endosed onthefirst floor and
feature aFederd railing with atumed newel, molded handrail and dender square bausters on the second floor.
Under the gairs, asmdl board door gives access to the interior of the large center chimney stack.

The west parlor retains its original wide board floor and ashdlow late 18*-century brick parlorfireplacewith
brick hearth, awooden mante that features mdimentary pilasters, and achimney cupboard. Side-by-sde doors
in the north wall provide aocess to the rear room and to acdloset built into the rear room c. 1946.

The esdt parlor, now used asadining room, features varnished wide-boardfl oorsand alarge, shdlow, late
18*-century brickfireplacewith molded comer bricks, sone dab hearth, vamished wooden mantdl, and
cupboard above.

The kitchen ell isoff the dining room to the eedt,. The room retains itspainted origina wide-board floor, lath
and plagter interior walls and celling, and contains achimney breadt in the eest end with atall, narrow brick
fireplace, bake oven, and vamished, extended wooden mantel with chimney cupboard above. The kitchenwas
remodeed dightly in the 1940swith abreskfast nook, containing awooden settle bench and table built-in

bel ow two large multi-paned windows, cregted in the southeest comer next to the chimney breest in what was
presumably apantry. Other 1940sera additions in the kitchen include painted wooden kitchen cabinets creeted
from older, chest-of-drawers parts, and aporcelain ank with drain board, typical of mid-20*-century kitchen
design.

In the rear, the original centra kitchen was enlarged c¢. 1946 and remodded in the mstic Early American style
popularized in the mid-20* century. The origina plaster ceiling was removed to expose thefloor joistswith the
Intervening goaces sheathed in Homasote-type wall board. The plaster and lath on the plank walls was replaced
with vertical knotty pine sheathing. The fireplace masonry - agone firebox and brick beke oven andflues- wes
exposad and arough timber mante was ingtdled. The partition that formed the small room in the northwest
comer was removed, alarge multi-paned wooden window with integra muntins was added in the west wall and
abuilt-in pine book case and cabinet were built into the south partition. The corresponding small sorage room
or pantry in the eest end of the old kitchen was converted to abathroom. The recent restoration hes retained all

of the 1940s building fabric and room configuration.

The garret contains two small bedrooms of f the upper gar landing. Both bedrooms retain their original wide-
boardfloors,lath and plagter interior walls, and origina two-board doors. The eest chamber contains a small,
shallow brick fireplace with aplain board surround and projecting mantel and sone hearth. Both garret rooms
originally hed lath and plagter cellings. Thesewere removed in the 1940s to exposethe ridge pole, roof rafters
and crossbracing, gaining condderable ceiling height in the process. The roof goeces between the rafterswere

al'Eiai>tiil Jti'fa-AiiLi-MNiMNG M Jaalllu Aty
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insulated and sheathed with Homasote-type wall board. The recent restoration has retained this gpopearance re-
sheathing the Homasote wall boardswith plaster imperia board.

Esen-Bowen Farmstead

The farmhouse is set back from Iron Mine Road on a 32-acrelot remaining from alarger farmwhich in the mid-
19* century encompassed gpproximately 120 acres The house dts on adightly raised terracethat isretained by
lowfieldstonewalls. Other landscgpe features surrounding the house include crabgpple trees and perennid beds
added in the mid-20* century.

Typical of late 18*- and eaxly 19*-century farmsteads in Burrillville and the rest of Rhode Idand, the Edten-
Bowen House was formerly accompanied by anumber of agricultura outbuildings. Surviving outbuildings

include a hed and aprivy in poor condition. The sone foundations of alarge bam, saverd dheds and other

outbuildings are located eest and west of the house, and some have been used as outdoor rooms.

The farmland has reverted to woodland for the most part, though the pattemsof earlier land use arereadily
discarnable in the gonewadlls that define the farmyard and the formerfiel ds,lots and lanes. The walls are typical
drylaid ssmctures, built with rounded fieldstones, rising fromwaist to chest height. Mot are only one stone
wide but there are some double walls. A lane lined by gonewalls extends across the property from Iron Mine
Road in front of the house to a spring in the woodlot on the eestem border. Openings into the farmyard and the
adjoiningfiel dsretain dementsof the barways that formerly endosad them. Roughly rectilinearfieldslie to the
south, eest and north of the house

Except for the retum of forest cover, the farmhouse and rdlated property features continue to expressthe sdient
features of the farmgead's late 18* - to mid-20M" -oantury gppearance with condderable integrity.

Farm Buildings and Features | nventory

Lean-to shed (early to mid-20* century) and hay barn foundation (early- to mid-19* century):

Located to the west of the farmhouse in proximity to Iron Mine Road isapartially collgpsed lean-to shed built
on the northwestem comer of the drylaid stone foundations of alarge hay bam. The bam was built intothe
hillside, which dlowed for a-grade access a both the upper and lower levels. There may dso havebeen a
whedlwright shop & this location.

Shed, (mid-19* century)

Located a short digance esdt of the farmhouse is asmall, sngle-story, one by two bay, gable-roofed, timber-
framed outbuilding sheathed in vertical board and batten. Thismay have been used as a carpenter’'s shop or, as
indicated by the small ground-level opening on the northwall, apoultry coop. A concrete well cagp with the
remans of aniron pump Sandsjust eest of the shed.

Blacksmith shop site (mid-19* century) Located a short disance eest of the farmhouse and adjacent to the
dhed e the drylaid sone foundation walls of an outbuilding. The presence of afireplacebuilt intothe
northwest comer suggests that may have sarved as ablacksmith shop. The walls were stabilized and a short
mortared gone chimney was added to the fireplace when the foundations were used as asmal walled terrace
areain the mid-20* century.

Privy (late 19* to early 20* century)
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L ocated to the southeast of the farmhouseg, thisis adeteriorated small, one bay wood-framed single-story shed-
roofed building.

Sone walls, gone wall endosures, laneway, bar way gates (early to mid-19* century)

The land isportioned and endosaed by donewalls intofiel dsand lotslinked by alane or driftway. Thewalls are
dryladfieldstonesmctures of both sngle and double wall configuration and are of mid-height. There are afew
remaining bar way gates to these encdlosures.

Cemeaeay (early 19* - 20* century)

A smdl Egen family cemetery (Burrillville Historical Cemetery #30) islocated on Iron Mine Road in the
northwest comer of property. Enclosed with low sonewalls it contains sone markers and heedstones for
thirteen Egen family members, including Amasa Egten, hisfirst wife Olive and severd children. It isone of two
Eden cameteries inthisvicinity. '

[End of Section 7]

' The ssoond ane (Burrillville Higtorical Camaay #31) ison Iron Mine Readjust south of this property. It contains the graves of
Amesa Eden's parents and a numbe of hissblingsand other rddives
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "X" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

OA

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property Is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or Is likely to yield. Information
important In prehistory or history.

Criteria Condderations
(Mark "X" In all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

N

i g
i iQ
iiQ
oan
ioip

Q

Owned by a religious Institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from Its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance within
the past 50 years.

Burrillville Providence Co., R.I.
City/Town County, State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from NPS instructions)

Agriculture
Architecture

Period of Significance

ca 1790-1961

Significant Dates

1848, trander from John to Amasa Esten
1941, acquisition by Esther Bowen

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
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Period of Significance justification

The period of sgnificance extendsfrom the estimated date a which the house was constmcted, through the
period of its active use as the canter of the Esten Farm through to the mid-20* century adaptation for use as
Esther Bowen's resdence.

Criteria Considerations (If considerations have been checked, explain them here) N/A

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Begin with a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria. Provide at least one additional
paragraph for each area of significance. Include additional historic context or developmental history as appropriate).

Summary Paragraph

The Esten-Bowen House is significant under National Regiger Criterion A for itsability to exemplify the
character of Burrillville's mral development from aperiod of agricultural growth and expangon in the early 19*
century through a gradud decline and subssquent transition to exurban residentia uses in the 20* century. Built
by John Egten ¢. 1790, the farmhouse was the center of one of the many farmsteads that Esten established for his
children on his extendve holdingsin the Mount Fleesant District. With itsagricultura productivity limited by
meeger soils, the farm, like many in town, was effectively aandoned in the early 20* century, after which it was
acquired by Esther Bowen of Providence, who refurbished the farmhouse to serve as her resdence. Asit dands,
the houseis eligible under Criterion Cfor itsdistinctive amagameation of surviving origina Early Republican
fabric and the enhancaments executed in the 1940s in the picturesque mid-century Early American mode.

Narrative continued

The Esten-Bowen House was built by John Esen (1761-1851) by the early 19* century onthe large farm he
ase=mbled in northeestem Burrillville. For more than acentury, it wes the homesteed a the center of aworking
farm devoted to the mixed agricultureof pagturage and tillage that characterized Burrillvile and much of Rhode
Idand in the 18* and 19* century. Few such examples survivein their agricultural settings in northem Rhode
Idand due to the decline infarming, increesed suburbanization, and loss through demolition or significant
dteration.

John Egten was bom in Glocester when its northem half (which would become the town of Burrillville in 1806)
had seen little settlement and as ayoung man he and other members of his family were among the first to
establish homesteads there. In addition to farming, Esten acquired sufficient legd training to eam thetitle
"Esquire." He becameamember of Burrillville's first Town Council (1806) and later amember of the Rhode
Idand Genard Assambly and aJudtice of the Peece. Dueto hisinvestments in this section of Burrillville and
his numerous progeny who settled there, the area was known as the "Esten Neighborhood” in the early and mid-
19* century. Eden divided his holdings among his five sons who were interested in farming—Stephen, John .,
Benjamin, Buffum, and Amaesa Esen—after they reeched maturity. Each of them obtained tracts more or less
smilar in vaue onlron Mine, Mount Fleasant and Ironstone Roads and established their own farmsteads.
Amasa Egten, the youngest of these sons, acquired the then-90-acre Esten-Bowen property in 1848 from his
father and remained onthe land until his desth in 1869. Buffum Esten's farm was to the south, John J. and
Benjamin'sfarms were to the north. A cousin, Josgph Esten, head hisfarmjust to the south across Mount
Heesant Road”

A ThisEgen farmhouse is included in the RIHP& HC's 1982 report, Historic and Architectural Resources of Burrillville, Rhode Iland,
p. 68.
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In the early to mid-19* century, Burrillville still hed adigoersed mral population for whom farming was the
dominant professon. Thetown's farmers operated near-subssence farms such as the Eden-Bowen Farm,
growing enough food for their own use and only limited surplusesfor trade. This changed beginning with the
introduction of water-powered textile manufacturing on the Clear and Branch Riversin the 1820s, 1830s and
1840s, and the development of smal company-owned mill villages nearby such as those a Satersville,
Harrisville, and Pascoag. By the 1840s the growth of the local manufacturing population prompted farmers to
produce dairy, poultry, hay, lumber and other products for sdein nearby mill villages and the urban markets
further afield in Worcester and Providence.

According to the 1865 agricultural censusof Rhode Idand, Burrillville had 904 acresof plowed land, nearly
4,000 acresof mowed fields, so0me 4,200 acresof pagture lands, and 15,300 acresof unimproved or wood-lot
lands. Clearly lumbering, grazing and haymaking took up large portions of Burrillville farm acreegein the mid-
19* century. This pattem reflects the quality of the loca soils, which are very sony and consequently difficult to
cultivate for tilled agos”™ Hence this areawas known for its subssencelevel "hardscrabble’ farming.
Theprincipa crops included rye, oats, Indian com, potatoes, tumips, dry beansand cranberries. Milk, butter,
cheexe and eggs were part of the diversified farm economy, as well as poultry, beef cattle, shep, wool and flax.
In 1865, Burrillville had atota of 214 farms, of which mogt were less than 100 acres There were only 53 farms
in Burrillville of the 9ze of the Eden-Bowen Farm. While there were anumber of farms larger than the
combined acreege (possibly 500 acres) of the Edten brothers farms, those owned by the Edens were typical of
the region and contributed significantly to the local farm economy.

Amasa (1799-1869) married Olive Sione in 1824 and following her degth in 1829, married her Sder, Lois
(Louisa), whodiedin1861. Hewas atrained artisan as well as afarmer, sometimes referring to himself as a
"mechanic."" HisMay 1869 probate record indicates that he was adle to supplement atraditional New England
mixed farming operation with work in ablacksmith shop, carpentry shop, and whedwright shop onthe farm. A
large quantity (4/2 tons) of "good" hay remaining in the hay bam and his inventory of hauling equipment (two
ox wagons, two horse wagons, and alumber wagon) indicate he may have been selling hay and wood to a
growing urban market for supplementd income. In addition, son William and daughter Olive, who were living
a home in 1860, were listed in the census as acarpenter and dresameker repectively. A third son, Amasa, J.,
islisted as awhedlwright, living separatdly, but on adjoining property.

A comparison of the probate records of Amasa and his brother Bufftim Egten (1797-1843), who was on an
adjoining farm, provides apicture of farm use in the mid-19* century, as they adgpted farming traditionsand
practice to the new opportunities made possible by the expanding mill villages nearby and the urban markets of
Worcester and Providence. In all likelihood, work and produce were shared, and farm output gopears to have
been sold non-competitively. While Bufftim Esten's farm produced quantities of potatoes (over 200 bushds
listed), wool, linen and cheese, Amasa Esten's operation included carpentry, blacksmithing, awhedwright shop
and hay. Both farms had milk cows for home use, some beef ceattle, afew pigs, com, rye, oats, and gople
orchards for cider-making.

The Eten family collaborated on building a school housein the early 19* century nearby on Iron Mine Road,
known &s the Eden Schoolhouse. A mid- to late-19* century school teecher and well-known educator, William
A. Mowry, records about thirty sudentsin atendance in 1848, who

The soils a the Egen-Bowen farm condst of Paxton very sony fine ssndy loamwith 0to 8% dopes according to the USDA Sail
Survey of Rhode Idand (1981).
S Burrillville Land Evidence, Book 9, Pege 38, April 7, 1848.
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were of avery respectable dass, generdly intelligent, coming from the familiesof sober, honest, New
England yeomanry of the old stock. The descendentsof Hon. John Egten, formerly judge of the old time
court, formed amajority of the familiesand the scholars. (Stockwell)

The Egen Schoolhouse was Mowry's sscond teaching position (at age 19) in along career in public and private
school education. Mowry describes the nelghborhood:

Of the children of Hon. John Egten, the following settled on farms, ether upon, or adjoining, the old
homestead, and there passed their days, died, and were buried, only one of them, | think, being dive a
the present time (1876): John J., Benjamin, Buffum, and Amasa.... Now nearly al of the children of
thesefour sterling men have gone away, to the eet and the wes, to the factory villages or the cities, ad
ae engaged in the various callings and professions of life. Among them may be found teechers, doctors,
merchants, manufacturers, mechanics, etc., but very few of them are cultivating the land.... (Stockwell)

As Mowry's comments indicate, by the timeof the Civil War, the Eden school population was shrinking
significantly, as the rising generation sought other opportunitiesthan hardscrabble farming. By winter 1868,
there was only asingle student, indicating the population shift avay from the areg, and the School Committee
thought it advisable to dose the schoal. Following thistrend, in 1879, ten years after Amasa Esen's deeth, the
Egten-Bowen farm property had been reduced to 30 acres. In thisyear it was sold by Esten's heirs (his daughter
Olive Eden Lee, son-in-law Mowry Lee, and youngest son, Alexander Esten), withholding certain rightsto the
adjoining Eden family cemeteries.

Gardner Ballou (1830-1922), a Civil War veteran and farmer, acquired the farm and lived there until his degth
in 1922. Upon the degth of his second wife and widow, Alice Luella Ballou (1850-C.1935), the farmhouse was
goparently | eft vacant, and physical and documentary evidence indicates that that bam, wheelwright's shop,
carpenter's shop and blacksmith's shop were a that point in aae of deterioration. While the farmland gopears
to have till been used for pasturing sheep, the property's use as afarmstead had ended.

The property entered anew phasein 1941 when Esther H. Bowen (1900-1984) purchased the former farmstead.
Ms. Bowen was aprofessona employee of the Amica Insurance Company. Bowen had interests in the then-
popular Early American style, documented in a scrgp-book she kept of contemporary shdter magazine articles
on Early American interiors and decorating taste. She was d0 interested in the Bowen family genedlogy, dating
to the 17+ century in America. Se had strong ties to North Scituate in mral Providence County, and to her
Bowen family's summer home a Oak Bluffs on Marthas Vineyard. Bowen was recently divorced fromL.
Clifford Leighton of Providence. Following her divorce, she began searching for an old housein a country
setting west of Providence, which she could restore for use as aprimary resdence. Prior to Esher Bowen's
ownership, the farmhouse and 30 acres (more or less) were owned briefly by Horace C. Amold 11 in 1937 and
then Russdl L. Scott.

Bowen rescued the farmhouse in adeteriorated condition, but all st for rehab work. Her documentation of the
house through floor plans and photographs before, during and after the process shows that the house had not
been modemized or dtered significantly from its late 18*-century form beyond the Victorian exterior doors and
two-over-two window sash presumably installed by the Ballous. 1t did not have plumbing or centra heat and the
origina floor planwas intact. The farm had continued to be used for shegp grazing, 0 thefiel dsremained
open, though nearly al the agricultural buildings had disgppeared or werein mins. By 1947, the restoration was
essentiadly complete and Bowen took up resdencein the house
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Ar chitectural Significance

Architecturally the modest, vemacular, 1 Yi-gory, center-chimney farmhouse gopears to date from an early
period of devdopment for the area, possbly the late 18* century. Stylistically, the famihouseistypica of late
18*-century and early 19*-century domestic architecture in the region, bridging the Colonial and Federd yles
with itstimber-framed, plank wall constmction, double-pilefive-roomplan, south-facing door, flank kitchen ell,
and garret bedchambears. The manner in which the window cgps are broken out from the comice molding on the
front evation isindicative of late 18* century taste; while the atenuated style of the mantds and the high
narrow form of the fireplace in the kitchen ell suggest the later Federd period style. These differences may
reflect ablend of conservative and more stylish influences or perhgps aremodeling campaign around the sscond
decadeof the 19* century.

Bowen's restoration of the housein the "Early American” taste demondratesthe pervasive influence of this
trend in the mid-20* century among middle dassenthudasts. Paired with Bowen's scrgpbook of illustrated
magazine articles on design in this style, the restoration is agood example of the persuadve influence of popular
periodicas on mid-20* -century taste. Included in Bowen's collection were illustrated how-to articles from
Better Homes and Gardens and American Home. The rehab work gppears to have been executed by loca
builders under Bowen's supervision. Professona desgn sarvices were not employed, yet enough was known
about best preservation practices that to alarge extent origina materids and room features and configurations
were retained. Repairs were executed with in-kind replacement. Theremovd of original fabric was keptto a
minimum. New window openings for light were kept to aminimum, and before conditions were documented
and records kept. Replacement window sash and doors replicated original configurations. Only one wall was
removed to aedte alarge "keeping room" with afocus on the old kitchen fireplace. Minimal plumbing was
installed with a angle bathroom crested from one of the kitchen pantry rooms. Steam heat was introduced with
cad iron radiators. The exterior walls of the building were built-out onthe interior to create voidsfor insulation,
vwthout remova of door and window caangsand trim. Fireplace damperswere installed and the fireplaces
meade functional. Thekitchen ell was modified dightly with acabinet snk and eating nook. The garret bed
chamber cellings were removed to create more head room. Outbuildings that were salvagegble were restored or
converted to Sorage uses, outbuilding foundations were retained and used as garden rooms. Some of thefarm
fields were dlowed to revert to woodlot; others were maintained as hay field. A large vegetable garden was
maintained south of the famihouse. Enough published contemporary information existed to successfully inspire
and guidethisamateur project. All of thiswork surviveswith consderable integrity, refreshed by recent
preservation work on the house

The Esten-Bowen House conveys the nostdgiafor the "Early American” era popular in the pre- and pos-1940s
war yearsin accordance with such contemporary references as Henry L. and Ottalie Williams' Old American
Houses 1700-1850, How to Restore, Remodd and Reproduce Them (1946).~ Another contemporary influence
could have been apattem book by mid-century architect Roya Barry Wills published in 1941, which describes
pine-panded interiors with built-in furniture—in this case for new cgpes he desgned—hbut very much in the
same tagte. Within the latter book, intergpersed with the rambling colonia charmers that Wills is o well-known
for, are mid-century modem houses, Bauhausin gppearance, with flat roofs, window bands, and no

omament. Thisjuxtaposition presents both style trends that were popular: 1ooking back to gable rootsand
looking forward to anew age The build-out of Colonial Williamsburg in the late 1930s as atourist destination
adso coincides with the popularity of the Colonia Revival movement and "Early American” taste in domedtic
interior design.

Interestingly, the Williams' book (p. 153) features an enlarged window treetment neerly identical to that employed by Esther Bowen.
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In contrast to the refined academic agpectsof the Colonial Reviva movement, avariant known as Early
American, exemplified by the 1940s restoration of the Esten-Bowen House, conveys alessformal, moremstic
or country interpretation with smaler-scded, lessformal dwellings, afocus on heavier early colonia, pos-
medieva fiimiture desgnsand utilitarian, rather than high-style pieces, mixed woods including maple, hickory,
knotty pine, poplar and chestnut; vamishedfl oorswith rag, hooked or braided mgs; cotton, wool and linen
fabrics, and wrought iron fastenings and lighting fixtures. The home-mede was preferred over the finely crafted:
farm cupboards and blanket chests were preferred to Queen Annetea tables and Newport highboys. The Early
American trend alowed for acomfortable, redlaxed and livable home more in keegping with mid-20* century and
post-World War |1 lifestyles, henceits sustained popularity in the decades that followed. Spurred by well-
illustrated articlesin contemporary mid-20* -century shdter magazines such as Better Homes and Gardens, and
American Home, vemacular Colonia-era houses were adgpted to modem residentia use in this tage.

[End of Section 8]
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1920.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property (do notinclude previously listed acreage)  32.5 acres

UTM References

1 19 281391 4653807

Zone Easting Northing
2 19 281798 4653957

Zone Easting Northing
3 19 281908 4653380

Zone Easting Northing
4 19 281664 4653419

Zone Easting Northing
5 19 281463 4653599

Zone Easting Northing
6

Zone Easting Northing
7

Zone Easting Northing
8

Zone Easting Northing
9

Zone Easting Northing
10

Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The property boundary is coterminous with the present Map 27, Lot 12, as described (2011) by the Tax Assessor
of the Town of Burrillville. These are the same boundaries as described in the conveyance to Esther Bowen as
recorded in Land Evidence Book 46, page 355 in the records of the Town of Burrillville.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The boundary of the nominated property isthe same as the premises described and recorded in desds of
conveyance from the descendents of Amasa Egten (Olive Eden Lee, Mowry Lee, and Alexander Esten), to
Gardner Ballou, and then through Horace C. Amold || and Russdll L. Scott to Esther Bowen in 1941, including
"30 aaresmore or less" once owned by Amasa Eden and the center of his 19* -century agricultural holdings in
Burrillville, Rhode Idand.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Richard C. Youngken

organization Youngken Associates date March 21, 2011

street & number 38 Sea View Avenue telephone 410-378-0805

citytown  Wakefield state RI zip code 02879
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Additional Doocumentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

 Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A map (to scale or sketch) for historic districts or properties having large acreage and/or numerous resources.
Key all photographs to this map.

» Continuation Sheets (if necessxy)
» Additional items Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items they require.

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600 x 1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name o Ropaty: Eden-Bowen House

City: Burrillville

County: Providence  State: Rhode ldand

Photogrgpher: Richard C. Y oungken

Date Photogrgohed: April 14, 2011

Degxiption of Photogrgph(s) and number:

View of houselooking northeest

View of houselooking north, shed on far right

View of the houselooking northwest

View of the houselooking southeadt, water trough and shed on far left
View of the front entry and stairway, looking north

View of the front hall and the eedt parlor fireplace, looking southwest

View of the west parlorfireplacelooking northeast with the doorway into the original kitchenin the
center and the ¢. 1946 closet & |eft

8. View of the origina kitchen firgplace and c. 1946 remodeling of the rear rooms, looking southwest
9. View of the original kitchen fireplace and c. 1946 remodding of the rear rooms, looking eest

10. View of the kitchen ell fireplace, looking northeest

11. View of the ¢. 1946 breakfast nook, looking eest

12. View of the east garret fireplace, looking northwest

13. View of the kitchen ell's cdlar fireplace, looking eest

14. View of the shop dite, looking south

15. View of houselooking north from the farm lane

16. View eedt down the farm lane

17. View of the AmasaEden family cemetery, looking eest

N o g bk~ WD p
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Property Owner: (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response Including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance IVlanagement. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Esten-Bowen House
Burrillville, Providence County, Rhode Island

sketch plan of farm — not to scale

Richard C. Youngken March 2011
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Esten-Bowen House Burrillville, Providence County, Rhode Island
floor plans — sketch not to scale
Richard C. Youngken March 2011 north >



Esten-Bowen House Burrillville, Providence County, Rhode Island
site plan  sketch — not to scale
Richard C. Youngken March 2011
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TEL (401)222-2678  FAX (401)222-2968 NAL HbIStH G HSTCRC PUCK

TTY (401)222-3700 Webdgte www.preservation.ri.gov

November 8,2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief N
Nationa Park Service 2280, 8 Hoor S

National Regiger of Historic Flaces

1201 | (Eye) Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005 -

Dear Mr. Loether: -

Endosed isthe completed National Regiger of Historic Hlaces nomination for the
Egen-Bowen House, 299 Iron Mine Road, Burrillville, Rhode Idand, Rhode Idand.

Notification procedures required by law have been followed. The nomination has
been reviewed by the Rhode Idand Review Board and gpproved.

Purauant to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended in 1980, as
SaeHistoric Preservation Officer for Rhode Idand, | hereoy nominate this property to the
National Regiger of Historic Places

Sincerdy,

Edward F. Sanderson
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer

/mam
encoaure



