
FORM A - AREA SURVEY 
}yl 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'̂  
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Form numbers in this area Area no. 

178-A-l 

1. Town Worcester 

Name of area (if any) Holy Cross Col lege 
Fenwick and 0"Kane H a l l s N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r D i s t r i c t 

3. General date or period l8ij.3-1905 

R o l l s 3 

4. Is area uniform (explain): 

in style? no (mixed V i c t o r i a n ) 

in condition? yes ( e x c e l l e n t ) » 
yes ( h o l y uross 

in type of ownership? Col lege) 

in use? yes ( c o l l e g i a t e ) 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. 

Assessors 'Book 26, Lo t A ^ 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

W, & M. Seaman  
6. Recorded by B,R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization Wore . Her i t age Pres . Soc 

Date January 1978 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

Description; The area included i n t h i s nomination contains 115,000 
square feet ot land (by rough estimation) and i s part of an unmapped parcel 
shown i n the index of V/orcester Assessors' Book 26, Boundaries f o r t h i s 
area are i r r e g u l a r and have been selected to include Penwick and 0"K£Lne 
Halls, Further, boundaries have been selected to correspond to e x i s t i n g 
features i n the surrounding landscape. The area's north boundary i s at 
the foot of a h i l l which slopes away from Penwick H a l l j the west boundary 
i s an e x i s t i n g paved driveway; the south boundary i s an e x i s t i n g paved 
driveway which extends along an i r r e g u l a r l i n e formed by the base of a 
h i l l behind Penwick H a l l , The east boundary i s a s t r a i g h t l i n e p a r a l l e l 
to the east end of Penwick H a l l , mid-vmy between Fenwick H a l l and the 
neighboring St, Joseph's Chapel, For an outline of boundaries see Map 
178, submitted w i t h the Worcester M u l t i p l e Resource National Register 
Nomination, 

1, Fenwick H a l l : portions of east wing b u i l t l8ii.0s; portions b u i l t 
1852-18^3 (Capt, Edward Lamb, a r c h i t e c t ) ; enlargement and extensive re­
building 1867 (Elbridge Boyden, a r c h i t e c t ) ; enlargement 1875 (P.W, Ford, 
a r c h i t e c t ) ; "Commencement Porch" added 1907. 

Fenwick Hall i s a three and one-half storey b r i c k structiare (approxi­
mately 310' X 50') bearing elements of Vi c t o r i a n Gothic, Second Empire 
and Classical Revival s t y l e s , due to the building's many additions and 
re- designings carried out i n the nineteenth and very early twentieth 
centuries. The buil d i n g i s symmetrical i n plan w i t h a cent r a l p a v i l i o n , 
from which r i s e two towers, and end pavilions w i t h two-storey high hip 
roofs. Fenestration of the facade (north) i s asymmetrical, consisting 
mostly of evenly spaced windows at each storey except at the second and 
t h i r d stories of the structure's east end, where there are twoi^storey 
lancet windows. Except f o r the towers, the b u i l d i n g i s enclosed by a 
mansard roof w i t h evenly spaced, arched dormers. At the center of the 
facade i s a two-storey Corinthian p o r t i c o , added i n 1907• Throughout, 
the b u i l d i n g i s i n excellent condition, r e t a i n i n g important features 
from each period of i t s expansion, 

(cont,) 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

See separate sheet 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: 

V/orcester 

Fonn No: 
I 7 S - A - I 

Property Name 
I'efiwiclc and 

. Holy Gross College 
'0 'Kane H a l l s 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^iich is being continued below. 

7. 
Property Assessor's Data Present Owner 

1 , Penwick Hall 
2, O'Kane Hall 

Bosk 26 
Lot A 

Trustees o f College of 
the Holy Cross 

College S t r ee t 
Worcester , Mass. 01 61 0 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at b o t t om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAQIUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccnimunity: 
Worcester 

Form No: 

178-A-l 

Property Name: j j^^y Crosa College 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

7. 
Penwick Hall has a remarkabl;y complex b u i l d i n g history which dates 

back to 1814.3 when a b r i c k and granite academ̂ ' building was b u i l t on t h i s 
s i t e . During the la t e l8i{.0s, the 181̂ .3 bu i l d i n g was enlarged b̂,- the 
addition of an east wing. In 1B52 f i r e destroyed the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , 
leaving portions of the east wing which were incorporated into the new 
bui l d i n g of 1852-1853, I l l u s t r a t i o n s of the l8ij.3 and 1852 buildings 
show strong s i m i l a r i t i e s of plan and style (Greek Revival), 

In 1867, a l t e r a t i o n s designed by Eldridge Boyden seem to have eliminated 
most of the building's Greek Revival s t y l e elements. At t h i s time the 
I852-I853 b u i l d i n g was "raised one-storey", a new west wing constructed, 
towers added and a mansard roof b u i l t . In 1675 the structure's east wing 
was also "raised one-storey"and extended eastward to a length of 112 f e e t ; 
i t s mansard roof was either added or extended at t h i s time to match the 
building's central p a v i l i o n and west wing. With an exterior of Victori a n 
Gothic design ( p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s east facade), the enlarged east wing 
contained a refectory, study h a l l and chapel. Additions so changed the 
o r i g i n a l Fenwick Ha l l that i n 1893 the Worcester Commercial Magazine 
commented: "Few traces of the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g remain; the transformation 
has been so perfect that but a small part of the fix"st foundations have 
been l e f t undisturbed." 

2. 0"Kane H a l l , b u i l t 1895 (Fu l l e r & Delano, a r c h i t e c t s ) . 

Attached to the west end w a l l of Penwick H a l l , 0"Kane Hall i s a f i v e -
storey b r i c k structure of symmetrical plan, arranged about a central 
tower and end p a v i l i o n s . Containing elements of Romanesque Revival and 
Renaissance Revival s t y l e s , the building's facade (west) i s dominated by 
a square-plan tower which rises i n stages to a high pyraimidal roof and 
pinnacles. The facade's fenestration consists mainly of regularly spaced 
windows except f o r the southern end of the t h i r d and f o u r t h stories where 
two-storey arched windows provide l i g h t to an auditorium. At the building's 
north end i s a six-storey, f l a t - t o p tower which was designed (as was the 
central facade tower) to harmonize w i t h the towers of Penwick H a l l , At 
the rear of 0"Kane Hall (east) i s a c i r c u l a r - p l a n tower, f i v e stories high 
with a conical r o o f . In addition to i t s auditorium, 0"Kane Hall was 
designed to contain a gyronasium, assembly h a l l s and classrooms. At 
present the b u i l d i n g i s i n excellent condition w i t h only minor a l t e r a t i o n s , 

SIGNIFICANCE 

One of Worcester's oldest schools. Holy Cross has occupied i t s present 
campus since I836 when Reverend James P i t t o n bought the 60-acre farm of 
"Henry Patch, deceased" on Pakachoag H i l l , Soon a f t e r the purchase F i t t o n , 
who had organized Worcester's f i r s t Roman Catholic church (see St, John's 
Church - Form 131-K) hire d Tobias Boland, a l o c a l builder, to construct 
a wooden b u i l d i n g on the property, which then became the Seminary of 
Mount Saint James, 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



Î JVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZOMSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: 
Worcester 

Form No: 
178-A-l 

Property Name Holy Cross College 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

7. 
In lQli.2 Pitton transferred t i t l e to the property to Bishop Benedict 

Fenwick, Boston's second Roman Catholic bishop, who sought the a i d of 
Jesuit p r i e s t s from Georgetown College i n Washington, D,G, to hsJLp estab­
l i s h a curriculum. In 1814.3 a b r i c k and granite academy bu i l d i n g was begun 
on the s i t e of present Penwick Hal l and a seven-year course of study was 
i n s t i t u t e d , w i t h entering students ranging i n age from eight to fourteen 
years. Upon i t s completion i n I8I1J4., the o r i g i n a l b r i c k b u i l d i n g contained 
a l l of the school's o f f i c e s , classrooms and dormitory rooms; a f t e r the 
b u i l d i n g was l a r g e l y destroyed i n 1852, i t appeared b r i e f l y that the school 
would close; however, soon thereafter the burnt b u i l d i n g was reconstructed. 

From l8i|.9 u n t i l 1865, Holy Cross was unchartered by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts to grant academic degrees. During t h i s period the school's 
degrees •̂ieve granted through Georgetown College, In 1865 Holy Cross was 
chartered, apparently due to an easing of anti-Catholic sentiments which 
followed the C i v i l War, 

From the school's founding u n t i l the addition of 0"Kane Hall i n 1895, 
Fenwick Hal l housed nearly a l l of the college's a c t i v i t i e s . A fter 190lj., 
when other buildings began to be added to the campus, Fenwick and 0"Kane 
Halls l o s t sorae of t h e i r e a r l i e r functions of l i b r a r y , chapel and gymnasium, 
but remained the school's raajor b u i l d i n g s . The large size of these two 
structures, t h e i r h i l l s i d e s i t e and many towers make Fenwick and 0"Kane 
Halls major l o c a l landmarks which are v i s i b l e throughout many sections 
of Worcester, 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: 
Worce ster 

Fonn No: 

178-A-l 

Property Nane:Holy Cros s College 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

8, 
Bibliography 

Holy Cross College, College Archives , 

V/orcester H i s t o r i c a l Society , College F i l e . 

Evening Gazette, June 10, 1927 (Boland biography) 

Worcester Commercial, March l893» p. iA3« 

Worcester Magazine, November 1901, p,139« 

Brochure, "Welcome to the Campus of Holy Cross College," 

Farnsworth, Story of VJorcester, pp,200-211 ( F i t t o n biography) 

Howland, H, Worcester i n l850, j> . lk ( i l l u s t r a t i o n of l8i^3 b u i l d i n g ) 

Howland, H, The Heart of the Commonwealth, p,l4.7 ( i l l u s t r a t i o n of 1853 
b u i l d i n g ) 

Meagher, W, The Spires of Fenwick (1966 - h i s t o r y of college) 

Nutt, C, History of Vlorcester, v o l , I I , pp,71̂ -5-71̂ 7. 

Rice, F, Worcester of I898, pp,l80-l85 (photo) 

No author, " H i s t o r i c a l sketch of the College of the Holy Cross" 
at Holy Crosa College, 

Staple to Inventory form at bo t t om 
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