FORM A - AREA SURVEY M Form numbers inthis area Area no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 178-A-I
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester

Name of area (ifany) Holy Cross Colle

ge

Fenwick and 0"Kane Halls National

Register District
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Staple to left side of form 3. General date or period 18ij.3-1905
Photo number

4. Is area uniform (explain):
in style? no (mixed Victorian)

in condition? yes (excellent) »
yes (holy uross
Rolls 3 in type of ownership? College)

in use? yes (collegiate)

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

Assessors'Book 26, Lot A N
W, & M. Seaman
DO NOT WRITE IN THISSPACE 6. Recorded by B,R. Pfeiffer
USGS Quadrant

Organization Wore. Heritage Pres.

MHC Photo no. Date January 1978

(over)

5M-2-75-R061465

Soc



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

Description; The area included i n this nomnation contains 115,000
square feet ot |and gby rough estimation) andi s part of an unmaPped parcel
shown i n t heindex of V/orcester Assessors’ Book 26, Boundaries ftor this
area areirregular and have been selected t oinclude Penw ck and 0'KELne
Hal I's, Further, boundaries have been selected t ocorrespond t o existing
features i n the surrounding |landscape. The area's north boundar)é I sat
the foot of ahill which slopes away from Penw ck Hallj the west boundary
IS an existing paved driveway; thesouth boundary is an existing paved
driveway which extends along an irregular line formed by the base of a

hill behind Penwick Hall, The east boundary is a straight line parallel
to t heeast end of Penwick Hall, md-vny between Fenwi ck Hall and the
nei ghboring St, Joseph's Chapel, For an outline of boundaries see Map

178, subm tted with the Worcester Multiple Resource National Register
Nom nat i on,

1, Fenwick Hall: portions of east wing built [8ii.0s; portions built
1852- 1873 (Capt, Edward Lanb, architect); enlargement and extensive re-
building 1867 (Elbridge Boyden, architect); enlargement 1875 (P.W Ford,
architect); "Commencernent Porch" added 1907.

Fenwi ck Hall 1 s a three andone-half storey brick structiare (approxi-
mately 310" X 50') bearing elements of Victorian Gothic, Second Enpire
and Classical Revival styles, duetothe buildindg's many additions and
re- designings carried out i nthe nineteenth andvery early twentieth
centuries. The building i ssymmetrical inplanwith a central pavilion,
fromwhich rise twotowers, and endpavilions with two-storey high hip
roofs. Fenestrationof t hefacade (north) i s asymmetrical, consisting
mostly of evenly spaced wi ndows at each storey except at t hesecond and
third stories of thestructure's east end, where there are twoi”storey
| ancet wi ndows. Except for thetowers, the building i s enclosed by a
mansard roof with evenly spaced, arched dormers. At thecenter of the
facade i s a two-storey Corinthianportico, added i n 1907  Throughout,
the building isi nexcellent condition, retaining important features
from each period of i t s expansion,

(cont,)

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

See separate sheet



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coranunity: Fonn No:
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSION V/orcester 175-A-1
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nare: Holy Gross College
I'efiwiclc and O'Kane Halls

Indicate each item on inventory form v/iich is being continued below.

Property Assessor's Data Present Oaner
1, Penwick Hall Bosk 26 Trustees of College of
2, OKane Hall Lot A the Holy Cross

College Street
Worcester, Mass. 01610

Staple to Inventory form at bottOm



LEETTS H STCR CAL QM SSI QN Worcester 178-A-I
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name jj**y Crosa College

I ndicate each item on inventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.

7.

Penw ck Hall has a remarkabl;y conplex building history which dates
back t o 18143 when a brick and granite academ® building was built on this
site. During thelate [8i{.0s, the 18N3building was enl arged B\-t he

addition of an east wing. | nl1B52 fire destroyed theoriginal building,
| eaving portions of theeast wing which were incorporated into thenew
building of 1852-1853, Illustrations of thel8ij.3 and 1852 buildings

show strong simlarities of plan and style (Geek Revival),

In 1867, alterations designed by Eldridge Boyden seemt o have elimi nated
most of thebuilding's Geek Revival style elements. At this timethe
| 852-1853 building was "raised one-storey", a new west wing constructed,
towers added and a mansard roof built. [ n1675 thestructure's east wing
was also "raised one-storey"and extended eastward toa length of 112 feet;
its mansard roof was either added or extended at this time tomtchthe
bui lding's central pavilion and west wing. Wth an exterior of Victorian
Gothic design (particularly it seast facade?, t he enl arged east wing
contained a refectorr, study hall and chapel. Additions so changedthe
original Fenwick Hall that 1 n1893 t heWrcester Commercial Magazi ne
comented: "Few traces of theoriginal building remain; thetransformation
has been so perfect that but a small part of thefix"st foundations have
been left undisturbed.”

2. 0"Kane Hall, built 21895 (Fuller & Delano, architects).

Attached tothewest endwall of Penwi ck Hall, 0"Kane Hall i sa five-
storey brick structure of symmetrical Flan, arranged about a central
tower and end pavilions. Containingelements of Ronanesque Revival and
Renai ssance Revival styles, thebuilding's facade (west) i sdomnated by
a square-plan tower which rises i nstages toa high pyraimdal roof and
pinnacles. The facade's fenestration consists mainldy of regularly spaced
w ndows except for thesouthern end of thethird andfourth stories where
two-storey arched wi ndows provide light toan auditorium At thebuilding's
north end i sa six-storey, flat-top tower which was designed (as wast he

central facade tower) toharmonize with thetowers of Penwick Hall, At
the rear of 0"Kane Hall (east) i sa circular-plan tower, five stories high
with a conical roof. I naddition toits auditorium O0"Kane Hall was

designed tocontain a gyronasium assenbly halls and classrooms. At .
present thebuilding i si nexcellent condition with only mnor alterations,

SI G\ FI CANCE

he of Worcester's ol dest schools. Holy Cross has occupied its present
canpus since 1836 when Reverend James Pitton bought the 60-acre farmof
"Henry Patch, deceased"” on Pakachoag Hill, Soon after thepurchase Fitton,
who had organi zed Worcester's first Roman Catholic church (seeSt, John's
Church - Form131-K) hired Tobias Boland, a local builder, to construct
a wooden building on theproperty, which then becane t he Sem nary of
Mount Sai nt Janes,

Staple to lnventory form at bottom



[ " IVENTARY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Faom Na

MSSAAHEETTS H STAR CAL (ZAOMBS ON Worcester 178-A-l
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property NmeHoly Cross College

I ndicate each itemon inventory foimwhich is being continued bel ow.

7.

In IQli.2 Pitton transferred title to the ﬁroperty t o Bishop Benedict
Fenwi ck, Boston's second Ronman Catholic bis Oﬁ, who sought the aid of
Jesuit priests from Georgetown College i nWashington, DG to hsJLp estab-
lish a curriculum In 1843 a brick and granite acadeny building was begun
on the site of ﬁresent Penwi ck Hall and a seven-year course of study was
instituted, with entering students ranging inage fromeight tofourteen
years. Upon it scompletion in I81J4, the original brick building contained
all of the school's offices, classroonms and dorm tory rooms; after the
buildin? was |argely destroyed in 1852, i tappeared briefly that the school
woul d close; however, soon thereafter the burnt building was reconstructed.

From I8i|.9 until 1865, Holy Cross was unchartered b% the Commonweal th
of Massachusetts to grant academ c degrees. During this period the school's
degrees “eieve granted through Georgetown College, 1In 1865 Holy Cross was
chartered, apparently due to an easing of anti-Catholic sentiments which
followed the Civil \ér,

From the school's founding until the addition of O"Kane Hall i n 1895,
Fenwi ck Hall housed nearly all of the college's activities. After 1900j.,
when ot her buildings began to be added to the canpus, Fenw ck and 0"Kane
Hal s lost sorae of their earlier functionsof library, chapel and gymmasi um
but remained the school's raaor buildings. The large size of these two
structures, their hillside site and nmany towers make Fenw ck and 0"Kane
H?I l\/?b maj or local |andmarks which are visible throughout many sections
0 rcester,

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTGRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Fonn No:

MASSAHUEETTS HISTORICAL  (ZOVSSON Worce ster 178-A-I
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane:Holy Cross College

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

8!
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Staple tolnventory form at bott
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