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The Norton Center Historic District i sconprised of sixty-four buildings centered around
the Library Square and t heWeaton Col |l ege Canpus. The area i smostly residential, but
al so contains the Town Hall, Public Library, Post Office, two churches and Weaton
College. The area isvisually unified by compatible building styles, material sand

hei ght, and has fewcomercial intrmsions. The college quadrangle and t helarge |awns,
the open space and t hetrees give thedistrict arural aspect.

The boundaries i ntheNorton Cen-;er Historic District were drawn t oinclude those build-
ings which related nost closely, both visually and historically, with thelibrary Square
and East Main Street. To thewest of Main Street t hecomercial devel opment which has
grown up was excluded; thenorth boundary on Mansfield Avenue and south of Taunton Ave-
nue were drawn t oinclude' thenost conpatible small scale residential buildings. To

the east, thegrouping of buildings around theTrihitarian Church were included, and

the south boundary of thedistrict includes thebuildings facing onto t heWeaton College
quadrangl e, but excluded those which were not visually associated with t he quadrangle.

The district has three main visuail conponents; thelibrary Square, East Main Street and
the Wheaton Col |l ege canpus, and t he east end of East Main Street where the Trinitarian
Congregational Church stands. Sone of thenost significant buildings around Library
Square include the d d Parsonage, theUnitarian Congregational Church, theNorton Public
Library, and t heNorton Town Hall. Smaller scale residential buildings, mstly Geek
Revival i nstyle, areinterspersedbetween these nore significant ones.

The O d Parsonage (#1), was originally constructed i n1710, but shortly thereafter another
building, possibly theoriginal church building from across thestreet, was addedt o

the Parsonage. This alteration gave thebuilding it spresent saltbox profile. The
building was originally clapboarded, but was shingled i ntheearly twentieth century.

The Unitarian Congregational Church (#38), dating from 1835, i sa fascinating conbination
of theGeek Revival and Gothic Revival styles. Wiile theoriginal Geek Revival col-
ums have been renoved, t hepilasters and moldings arestill extant. The Gothic ele-
ment i svisible at t hew ndows along theside elevations, which are surnounted by
trefoils and pointed arches. The Norton Public Library (#3), constructed i n 1888, was
designed by Stephen C Earle of Wrcester i ntheRomanesque Revival style, and executed
in redbrick and sandstone. The Norton Town Hall (#34), located off t hesquare on
Taunton Avenue, nevertheless relates tothebuildings around t hesquare. Built i n 1881,
the Town Hall exhibits an.interesting combination of the Queen Anne style with Eastlake
decorative touches. The two story building has a hip roof, and i snow painted white.

The US Post Office (#35), next totheTow Hall i sa | ownodern building, anddetracts
sonewhat fromt hescale of the streetscape.

The Wheaton Col | ege canpus, which i s bounded by East Main Street and Howard Street i s
conposed of a blend of nodern, early twentieth century, and nineteenth century buildings.
Most of thebuildings arei ntheColonial Revival style but there are several nondes-
cript modern buildings, including Young, McIntire and Clark Halls (#22,22A, and 23) and
Meneely Hall (#62). O particular note on thecanpus areMary Lyon Hall and t he

Col e Mermorial Chapel. Mary Lyon Hall (#25), erected i n1849, was enlarged toitspresent
cruciformplan i n1878. | ti sa fine exanple of theltalinate bracketed style. The
pilasters and heavy moldings areindicative of theearlier Geek Revival building, but
the arched wi ndows, heavy brackets and tall colonadddd cupola areelements of the later
style. The Cole Menorial Chapel (#60) built i n 1917, was designed by Ral ph Adans G am
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Inventory of structures i nNorton Center Historic District

Mip nunber

CRrLoRPPRPROo~NOoOORhWOWNE
wRro

Het eal f

Nane

dd Parsonage

house

Norton Public Library

house

house

house

Trinitarian ChiarchParsonage

Weat on Col | ege House

Weat on Col | ege House

Weat on Col | ege House

house

Weat on Col | ege Nursery School

President's House

Weat on Col | ege House

Weat on Col | ege House

Weat on Col | ege House

house

house

Trinitarian(Congregational)
Chur ch

house

Weat on Col | ege House

Young Hal | (Weat on)

McIntire Hall (Wieaton)

Clark Hall (Weaton)

Addr ess

13 Vest Main Street

9 VWst Main Street

4 Mansfield Avenue

6 Mansfield Avenue

10 Mansfiel d Avenue
12 Mansfield Avenue
11 Mansfield Avenue

7 Mansfield Avenue
U-6 Library Square

8 Library Square

10 Library Square

East Main Street

28 East Main Street
34-36 East Main Street
38 East Main Street
46-48 East Main Street
8 Hm Street

7 B m Street

East Main Street
8 Pine Street

57 Pine Street
East Main Street
East Main Street
East Main Street

Vétson Fine Arts Center (Weaton) East Main Street

Mary | ~on Hal | (Weaton)
Park Hal |l (Weat on)

Ki | ham Hal | (Weat on)
Metcal f Hal | (Weat on)
Weat on Col | ege House
The Sem nary' (Weat on)
house (wheat on)

Ganpus  Shop

house (Weat on)

Wi te House (Weat on)

East Main Street
East Main Street
East Main Street
East Main Street
4 East Main Street
3 Howard Street
5 Howard Street
9 Howard Street
11 Howard Street
15 Howard Street
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Myp Nunber

Nane

Town Hal |

US Post Office
Wieat on Col | ege House
house

Uni tarian(Congregational ) Church

Mansfiel d Cooperative Bank

Norton Historical Society
School house
house

New Engl and Tel ephone Q.
Wieat on Col | ege House

house

Wieat on Col | ege Houses
Chapi n Hal | (Wheat on®
Larcom Hal | (Weat on)
B nerson Hal | fWeaton®
Everett Hall (Weaton)
Cragin Hall (Wheat on)
Stanton Hal | (Weaton)

Wieat on Col I ege library
Wieat on Col | ege
Adm ssi ons Building fWeaton”

Col e Menori al Chapel (Weat on)
Knapt on Hal | fWeat on)
Meneely Hall (Wieat on)

The Mapl es

The Hedges
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Addr ess

Tai i nton Avenue

6 Taunt on Avenue

9 Taunt on Avenue

5 Taunt on Avenue
Vst Main Street
10 Vést Main Street

\Wst Main Street

7 Taunt on Avenue
11 Taunt on Avenue
14 Taunt on Avenue
20 Taunt on Avenue
17-44 Howard Street
Howard Street
Howard Street
Howard Street
Howard Street

Col | ege (Quadrangl e
Fil more Drive
Filmore Drive
Filmre Drive

Col | ege (Quadrangl e
Col | ege (Quadrangl e
Col | ege (Quadrangl e
Col | ege (Quadrangl e
61 East Main Street
62 East Main Street
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The Norton Center Historic District i
the devel opment of Norton and because it i san architecturally unified and cohesive area.
Over seventy-five percent of thebuildings i nthearea date frombefore 1900; nany are

much ol der.

BU LOER ARCH TECT

ssignificant forits historic associations with

The only nodern building, including thePost Office, thenew Weaton dorm

itories and one residence, while not architecturally significant, at |east do not de-

tract fromthearea.

The | awns,

large trees, open spaces and well placed buildings nmake

the area attractive and contribute toits rural New England appearance. The district
is limted tothree uses,

civic.

All

and Route 140, intersect

tract fromthearea s rural

The O d Parsonage (#1), built

residential,
of thebuildings arewell
at Library Square, they arenot heavily traveled enough t o de-
at mosphere.

i n 17101,

institutional (educational and religious) and
mai nt ai ned and though two maj or roads. Route 123

i stheoldest building extant i nNorton and was

constructed as t he hone of Norton's first mnister. Because a parsonage had t o be con-
structed before Norton could be incorporated legally as a town, thearea, though settled
in the 1660's was not officially a town until 1711. Quite appropriately the saltbox
outlines of theparsonage are incorporated into Norton's town seal. Mst of the other
existing historic structures were built i nthenineteenth century along East Main Street

and Taunton Avenue.

Wieat on Semi nary,

one of theoldest wonen's colleges i nthe coun-

try, was founded i n 1834, and contributed greatly tothedevelopnent of thearea. Mary

Lyon Hall

(#25), thefirst

building constructed for theSemnary, was naned for the

famed femal e educator who taught at Wieaton before she went on t o found Mount Hol yoke

Col | ege.

Two of thetown's ol dest

in thearea.

churches, theTrinitarian and t heUnitarian, arealso |ocated
The Unitarian Church (#38)i sthethird building constructed byt he

First Church originally gathered i n1710. The Trinitarian Church was built by a group
of thecongregation who broke away from t heFirst Church because of differences i ndoc-

trine,

contains thetown's civic buildings,

(#3), both wel |

pride.

e of t henost

Laban Morey Wieaton built
(#13) forhisbride i n1829 and lived i nit with hiswife for 66 years. The Weatons

were generous town benefactors and built thePublic Library (#3)forthetow i n 1888.
They were al so generous donors totheTrinitarian Church; M. Weaton paid for the church
bell, and i n1849, for t hechurch towere | n 1878 Ms. Weaton paid t ohave a small

a house,

and established their own congregation. The Norton Center Historic District also
including the Town Hall (#34) and thePublic Library
preser~ved exanples of theproducts of late nineteenth century civic

important famlies i nthedevel opment of thearea was t heWeaton famly.
pow used as t he Weaton Col | ege President's House

continued
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary of t he Norton Center Historic District, starting at thenortheast comer
of Vst Main Street and Femandes Circle goes northwesterlyalong thewestem | ot line
of the A dParsonage (#1), then northeasterly along theback | ot lines of inventoried
properties # s 4] 5> and 6, then easterly along thenorth| otline of property #6,
across Mansfield Avenue t othe North | ot line of property #7, then goes south alongtha
back | ot line of property #7» then easterly, 250 feet back from East Main Street t o

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

H FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Christine Boiilding, Preservation Planner, and Hagpe Phillips
ORGANIZATION DATE
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion March 1976
STREET&NUMBER , TELEPHONE
294 \Washi ngton Street 617-727- 8470
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boston Massachusetts 02108

BSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THESTATE IS:

NATIONAL STATE LOCALA/IN

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Servic®

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

A A"t hcecutive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commssion MM N[N N
FDR NPS USE ONLY

| HEREBY CERTfFY THAT THIS PROf)ERfy tS INCLUDED INJHE NATIONAL REGISTER
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#7:

It i sacreative exanple of theColonial Revival style, and thetall spire of the chapel
dom nates t hecollege canpus.

nh East Main Street theWeaton College President's House (#13) dom nates t he street-
scape. The Federal period house, built i n1839, i stwo stories high, with a hip roof
surmounted by a monitor. A col onnaded porch, with a sloping roof which echoesthe
hip roof of thehouse, circles three sides of thebuilding. C particular note are
the entrance, with half length sidelights, and thefull 'length windows onthe first
floor.

The east end of East Main Street i svisually domnated by theTrinitarian Congregational
Church, although t he Hedges, now used as t hetown planning office, i salso architectur-
ally significant. The Trinitarian Church (#19) originally built i n1833, has seen

many alterations over theyears. The tower was added i n1849; i n1878 a small tenple-
like Geek Revival building was noved from Wheaton Seminary t o be used as a chapel .

Four years later theentire building was remodeled i nt he Queen Anne style, and i n

1963 t hechapel and church were joined by a nodern addition designed by Fred Brock of
Canmbri dge, Massachusetts. The Hedges (#64) i sa large Italianate building, originally
used as a residence. The elaborate brackets at thecornice and t heyellow clapboards
make t hebuilding visually important.

#8:

G eek Revival temple-like structurenoved from the Semnary tothegrounds of the
Church for use as a chapel, and four years later paid for theremdeling of theentire
church i nthe Queen Anne style. '

The district contains a fewbuildings with great architectural significance, interspersed
with buildings which, while not of outstanding significancei nthemselves, contribute

to thegeneral feeling and cohesiveness of thearea. Mst of theresidential buildings
are clapboard i nthe Geek Revival style; themajority of theinstitutional buildings
are of brick i ntheColonial Revival style.

The nost significant buildings architecturally include theMry Lyon Hall (#25) , an
inposing Greek Revival/ltalianate structure; thePresident's House (#13), an outstanding
exanpj .e of t heFederal style; thetwo churches (#19and 38), one Geek Revival/Gothic,
the other Queen Anne; and t he Col e Menorial Chapel, one of Ral ph Adans Gramis best

Col oni al Revival works.
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Verbal Boundary Description(continued)

a point 200 feet from Kum Street, then North along the back | ot |ine of
property #L7, then east along thenorthlot [ine across H mStreet, then
north along thewest | otline of property #18, then 200 feet east al ong
the south side of Mller Terrace, then south at a distance of 200 feet east
of EmStreet toa point 200 feetnorth of East Main Street, then continues
east 300 feet, then goes south t oa point 200 feet south of East Main Street,
then sout hwest t oa point 200 feet northeast of Pine Street, then,southeast
200 feet fromPine Street t othe south | ot line of property #20, then
continues west along the south | ot line of property #20 t ot he west si de of
Pine Street, then continues due west across thepond t oa point fifty feet
east of property #59, then goes due south tothe south side of Filmore Drive
then follows Filnmore Drive t oa point 50 feet east of Howard Street, then
follow south and west 50 feet back from Hward Street t oTaunton Avenue,
then proceeds northves j«to Vst Main Street at theintersection of Ferdandes
iCircle. - - .
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Norton Center

Historic District

Norton, Massachusetts
Sketch Mp #
1 (Ad Parsonage)
13 West Main St.
2 ~
9 West Main St,
3 Norton Public Library
4 Mansfield Av-
4 ~
6 Mansfield Av.
5 —
1Q Mansfield Av.
6 —
12 Mansfield Av.
7 (Trinitarian Church Parsonage)
11 Mansfield Av.
8 through 16, 21 through 33,
36, 43, 45 through 62
17 ~
8 Elm St.
18 —
7 Elm St.
19
(Trinitarian Congregational Church)
East Main Street
20 —
8 Pine St,
34  (Town Hall)
Taunton Av.
3 (US Post Office)
6 Taunton Av,
3T —
5 Taunton Av.
38 (Unitarian Congregational Church)
West Main St.
39 (Mansfield Co-operative Bank)
10 West Main St.
40 Norton Historical Society School house

West Main St.

Property Oaner

M. AL Jennings

9 West Main St., Norton, M\ 02766

Board of Directors, Norton Public Library

4 Mansfield Av., Norton, M\ 02766
M. & Ms. Robert C Wtherell

6 Mansfield Av., Norton, M 02766
Robert A W ke

12 Mansfield Av., Norton, M\ 02766

Standing Conmittee of the Trinitarian Church
11 Mansfield Av., Norton, M\ 02766

Wheat on Col | ege Board of Trustees

East Main Street, Norton, M\ 02766
Geor ge Econonou

8 Elm St., Norton, M 02766
Joseph E Yelie

7 Elm St., Norton, My 02766

Standing Conmittee of the Trinitarian Congregational
Chur ch

11 Mansfield Av., Norton, 02766

MA

Peter G Berg
8 Pine St., Norton,

Board of Selectmen,
Town Hal |, Norton,

M 02766

Town of Norton
M\ 02766

Beat on

J.F.
5 Taunton Av., Norton, M\ 02766

Unitarian Congregational Church

Norton, M\ 02766

Board of Trustees,
West Main Street,

Mansfiel d Co-operative Bank
Mansfield, M\ 02048

Board of Directors,
80 North Main St.,

Norton Historical
Box 1776, Norton,

Soci ety
MA 02766



Norton Center Historic District
Norton, Massachusetts

Page 2
Sketch Map # Property Onner
41 — Henri A, Yelle
7 Taunton Av, 7 Taunton Av., Norton, M\ 02766
42 (New Endgl and Tel ephone Co.) New Engl and Tel ephone & Tel egraph Co.
11 Taunton Av, John J. Barrett, Assistant Vice President
185 Franklin St., Room 1201, Boston, M\ 02110
44 — Jose and Evangal i ne Texira
20 Taunton Av. 20 Taunton Av., Norton, MA 02766
63 (The Mapl es) Board of Selectmen, Town of Norton
61 East Main St . Town Hall, Norton, MA 02766
64 (The Hedges) Board of Selectnefir Town of Norton

62 East Min St , Town Hall, Norton, M\ 02766











































































PAUL GUZZI

1 April 1976

M. Charles Herrington,
Chief, Registration
National Register
Department of the Interior
Washington, DOC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed pl ease find four nom nationforms for the following properties:

Norton: Norton Center Historic District

1
2. Quincy: John Wnthrop Jr. Iron Furnace
3. Quincy: Josiah Quincy House

4. Stockbridge: Od Curtisville Historic District

These properties have been voted eligible by the Massachusetts Historica

Commi ssion (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic
Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Aradon

Sincerely yours.
1/\
Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

PLW] dd

encl osures



PAUL GUZZI

August 11, 1976

Mr, Wad Jandl

National Register of Historic Places

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

Departnent of thelnterior

i Sth and C Streets

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Vérd:

Piiclosed are the additional photographs you requested for the Norton Center
Historic District i nNorton, Massachusetts. | f you need anything else
pl ease | et ne know

Al'so enclosed are several copies of our National Register manual and
Survey manual. |'m glad you |iked them

Cordially,

Christine Boul di ng
Preservation Pl anner
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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