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1. Name
higoric  /'Philemon”Jrigh”Asa Locke Fam (preferred)
andlor common  Wright-Locke-Hamilton Farm
2. Location
sreet & number 78 Ridge Stgeet- N/A not for publication
city, town Winchester N/A vicinity of
state Massachusetts  code 025 couty  Middlesex code 017
3. Ciassification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public A occupied . agriculture museum
X building(s) X. private unoccupied . commercial park

structure both work in progress educational A private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object N/A in process X yes: restricted . government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no . military other:
4. Owner off Property
nane R Curtis andBertha Ham |ton
dreet & number 78 Ridge Street
city, town Winchester N/A vicinity o date Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, regigry of deeds, etic. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds
street & number 40 Thorndi ke Street
city, town Cambridge date Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of theHistoric Assets

title of t he Commonweal t h #3 has this property been determined eligible? yes no
dae February 1979 federal state county local

depository for survey records  Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston sate Massachusetts

ook



7. Pescription Wight-Locke Farm Wnchester, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one t A tzon
excellent deteriorated unaltered JL. original site
good j ruins X altered moved date N/A
fair I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Philenmon Wight-Asa Locke Farmis a twenty acre parcel of land comprising cultivated
fields, woodland, and early 19th century farmhouse, six outbuildings and a 1960s

house situated at thenorthwest edge of t he Town of Wnchester. Abuttingthe | ot

on the west i sa 150 acre tract of conservation |and owed by the Town of Lexington,

30 acres of which belonged tothis farmjintil 1969. To thesouth lies a nodest mid-20th
century housing devel opnent; Ridge Street forms t heeastern boundary and sem -devel oped
residential lots thenorthern. . A

The main farnmhouse was built i n1828 by Asa Locke, after whomi ti snamed. |t s con-
servative Federal Period design i stypical of farnmhouses found throughout New England
in theearly 19th century. The building underwent sone sensitively rendered Col onial
Revival modifications ca. 1910 which aredescribed further i nthis section. The
houses™ stands 25 stories high and i ssurnounted by a mediumpitched gable roof covered
with asphalt shingles. Two interior chimeys rise from the roof ridge. The three

pedi mented dormers, as well as thedeep eave returns date from theca. 1910 remodeling.
Exterior walls areclad i nfive-inch wide butt end clapboards. Fenestrationi sregular
and consists of six over six sash framed with sinmple nolded surrounds. ,

The five bay facade (southeast elevation) i sdistinguished by a central entrance
consisting of a six-panel door flanked by 3/4 sidelights and surmounted by an elliptical
| eaded fanlight. A Colonial Revival portico supported by flared, square postsi s

a ca. 1910 addition. The east and west elevationswere originally identical. During
much of the 19th centuryhowever, ti”o-story, ells projected from each. Both were
removed ca. 19X0.,, At that, time, a one-stpjry porch with a shed roof and flared square
posts was huilt onto theeast elevation. Projecting fromthe west elevationi s

an early 20th j::entury..sh™J.low tjiyrp-story rectangular bay window. The north, elevation
(rear) has a two-story pitched roof ell with deep eave returns added between 1900

and 1929. A pedinented pprticp., a smaller version of theone at. the. facade, entrance,
extends from thegable end. Fenestrationi ssix over six. A .later triple w ndow

on thefirst floop follows theproportionsand sash of theoriginal.

The interior of thehouse i sdesigned around a central hall plan. Roons are finished
with Federalist, Geek Revival and |ater Colonial Revival trim Mst of thedoors,
sash and second floor mantels areoriginal, though interior w ndow shutters have
been renoved. The southeast roomon thefirst floor (parlor) i s handsomely finished
with wainscottingand a black marble G eek Revival mantel. Renmaining first floor
roons have el aborate oak Col onial p.eviyal mantels installed, during t heca. 1910

remodel i ng.

In thecellar, each chimey term nates i ntwo high arches. The unusual height of
the cellar, a3.nost nine feet, points toits probable use as stora,ge for. produce.
Evidence remains i nthe southwest corner of thefoundation of an earlier structure
measuring approximtely r6x24' , which was built by theWight famly i n the

18th  century.

To t hewest of thefarnhouse stands a frame barn erected i n1827 (#2). The :
70x40x30' structure i ssheathed i nclapboards. Ranps lead t overtically-planked

doubl e doors located i neach gable end. Small six over six w ndows provide |ight. ,
A hip roof cupola with |ouvered wi ndows and an equestrian weather vane caps the -V -

- " : . (Continued) v."\
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asphalt roof. The interior has stalls for six horses and tw cows. Mich of the
fram ng i s hand-hewn.

Tucked against the north side of the barn is a [/xI9xI5 clapboard ice house constructed
ca. 1900 (#3). |Itsdouble walls are insulated with sawdust. A small door and |ouvered
wi ndow pi erce each gable end.

Continuing ina westerly direction i s the second barn, a frame structure sheathed

in clapboards (#4). Constructed ca. 1915, the barn was designed for long term storage
of produce. Access to the 70x27x30" building is gained through one of three sliding
doors on the south elevation. Above the doors and remaining elevations, the exterior
walls are pierced with nvierous six over sixw ndows. Interior walls are finished
with horizontal boarding. The entire second floor isoutfitted with tiers of full-
hei ght shelves used to store the blue hubbard squash grown on the farm The central
heating system original to the building, isstill intact.

The farmhad itsow irrigation systemthat served the buildings and crops. Water
was punped from the well (located near the wagon shed, #5) to a reservoir on top

of the hill. Fromthere, i tflowed through underground pipes into the buildings

and fields. A pitched roof covers the reservoir (#8), and the pipes are still intact.

Otcher buildings on the property include a late 19th century wagon shed (#5), a small
frameearly 20th-century garage (#6), a shed (#7) and a 1% story frame house of traditional
design built in 1967 (A). A few yards north of the northern property boundary lies

the Lockefamily tomb, a granite structure built into the hillside and now surrounded

by woods.



8. Signifficance Wi ght-Locke Farm Wnchester, Mssachusetts

Period \ Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric . archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- religion
1400-1499 ~'-~  archeology-historic conservation law sci ence
1500-1599 y agriculture economics literature scul pture
1600-1699 X architecture education military soci al /
1700-1799 art engineering music hunani tari an
~1800-1899 commerce y exploration/settlement phi | osophy . theater
_]L1900- communications industry pol i ti cs/ gover nment transportation
invention ot her (specify)
Specific dates 1827-1915 Bui [ der/Architect unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Philenmon Wight-Asa Locke Farmpossesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. Theproperty i shistorically
significant for itsassociationswith twopromnent Whburn (later Wnchester) families,
each of whomoccupied theproperty for over 170years. The buildings are significant
architecturally asthesbl'e surviving conplex of farmbuildings inWnchester and

as oneof thefewintact earIE))/ 19éh'centurg farms i ntheBoston_area, The Wight-Locke
Farm thus neets criterra A and C of théeNational Register of Historic Places.

The farmwas first owned by the Wight famly, whowete tinbhg t hefirst settlers -

of Wbburn.1 Theoriginal southern boundary of thefarm (just a fewyards southof

the present | ot line) coincidedwith the"Charlestown Head-line" which, i n 1635,
marked thetermnus of theeight mle boundary line fromthe Charlestown neetinghouse.
Sone time i nthel8th century a small house was erected onthesite of t hepresent
farmhouse, a small portion of which i sstill visible i nthecellar. The prom nence

o the Wight famly wasreflected i nthenamng of thesurrounding area "Wight's
Corner."

The last nmenber of the Wight famly toowm the 45-acre farm and dwelling was Phil enmon
Wight (1760-1839), aveteran of theRevolutionary War. | n1800- he sold thefarm
Wth aparty of sixty-three people, Wight traveled by sleigh t oCanada where he
established thefirst white settlement i nthe- National Capital Region. Over the
next thirty-five years, Wight establishedfarms; built andoperated shops, small
mills andfactories which suppliedhbricks, cement, iron andleather goods and ground
grains; supervised Vhe |ayout and construction of roads, bridges anda canal; and
opened up oneof theregion's mpjor rivers t ocoiranerce andsteanship travel. By
1814 hi s own Canadi an farm contai ned over 800 acres of cleared land. 1 n1980 t he
Canadi an government erected thelargest free-standingbronze plaque inNorth America
on thePhilemon Wight-Asa Locke Farmt o commrenorate Wight's important contribution
to thedevel opment of Canada.

Josiah Locke, Sr., thepurchaser of Wight's Wnchester farm anddwelling i n 1800,
was al so descended from anearly Whburn famly. | n 1804 he deeded t he property to
his sonAsa (1781-1857), who becane one of Wbburn's nost prosperous farmersand

orchardists.® Over thenext decades, Asaincreased thefarms acreage t 0182 and

devel oped extensive market gardens ontheland. |1 n1828 heerected t hepresent
farmhouse onthesit'e of. theearlier Wight house. * - . - = .
(Contijiued)
The Town of W nchester was not formed until 1850. From 1640-42 this section of town
was part of Charlestown Village, renamed "Woborne" i n1642. | t remained part of
Woburn until 1850. -
Wburn Journal, April 21, 1911. N Jlyn ! " '

Asa' s brother Josi ah owned an adjacent farm The house, known as t he Josi ah Locke
House, i sstill standing onHigh Street andi slisted ontheNational Register.

ikt
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9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

Cutter, W R, Historic Nanes and Pl aces and Geneal ogi cal and Personal Memoirs; Relating
to theFamlies of Mddlesex County, Massachusetts. New York, 1908.

Hurd, Daniel H, History of Mddl esex County, Massachusetts. Philadelphia, 1890.
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property . 20
Quadrangle name Lexington Quadrangle scale 1: 25.000
UT M References
ALMJ [3]12,99.0.9 [4,7]Q,Q7,0,0i ® h2l 13|2,0/8.5,0 4|7]|0]0]9i2|0
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cLIiU |3[2.1]1.5,0| |4,7]0,1]0,0,0] #.700820
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Se attached Engineering Department mgp (Town of Winchester, 1981, page 193). Boundaries
reflect current lot lines, and indue acreage which has always been associated with the

farm.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

TO"

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Candace Jenkins, Registration Director, with

nane/title Bertha Ham | ton and Elizabeth Durfee Hengen

organization M assachusetts Historical Conmiission date November , 1982
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state A local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to t\3s criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature jANANNA - ¢"ANANUINANNNNINIDINA

State Historic
N Preservation Officer.Massachusetts Historical Commission "dae

For NPS use only

| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered inthe
national Begl ater date
per of the National Register

Attest- date
Chief of Registration
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Asa Locke's fam |y occupied the farm and newhouse for four generations. Locke's
two sons, Josiah andAsa, divided the property in 1872; the house, farm buildings
and approximately 100acres were retained by Josiah. Following Josiah's death in
1899, the property passed t ohis sonGeorge, whowas responsible for the Col oni al
Revival alterations. Two subsequent |and divisions occurred in the 20th century;
by the time the farm passed out of the Locke famly in 1974, only twenty acres
acconpani ed the property.

The farm continued t o operate as amarket garden into the 20th century, supplying
fresh produce andfruit almst daily t othe Boston markets. Although W nchester,
Arlington, Belnmont andWatetfcwn (all towns within a seven mle radius of Boston)
each had nunerous nmarket gardens at the turn of the century, the Philenon Wi ght-
Asa Locke Farmis the [ast toremin inagricultural use. Nine acres are currently
incultivation, producing fodder anda wi de variety of vegetables.
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Wi ght, Philemon, "An Account of theFirst Settlement of t he Township of Hull,
on theOtawa River, Lower Canada" (Speech delivered totheComittee of
the House of Assenbly of t heCanadian Parliament, Decenber 16, 1820).

M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds, Canbridge, Massachusetts.
Woburn town records (onmcrofilm at the Whburn Public Library).

Locke family records, photographs and conversationswith famly menbers.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

liiiiiinf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HISTORICAL ESJS.E)OSn1 Massachusetts MICHAELJOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 4, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief ' *
National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

Department of the Interior 'Z. o oy
Washington, D.C. 20243 >

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you T7ill find thefollowing nom nation forms:

Acton - Acton Center Historic District (local)

Cheshire - Hall's Tavem (local)
Essex - David Burnham House (national)
Fram ngham - Concord Square Historic District (local)
Fram ngham - Paul G bbs House (local)
Gardner - Garbose Building (local)
Hopki nton - Hopkinton SupEIy Go. Building (local).
Mar | borough - Tenple Bloc local
Mar | borough - Warren Block (local
North Adans - Chj*jbh Street Historic District (local)
VW3mouth - Fogg Building (local)
.1 _jlilnchester - Philemon Wight - Asa Locke Farm (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by theState Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic PreservationOfficer. Onners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before themeeting and were af-forded t heopportunity to
chTe?t. Comments received t o date are attached to thenom na-
tion forms.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenkins !
Registration Director C " -K.

G/ 1k y"



78 Ri dpe Street
W nchester, Liassachusetts
Decenber 2, 1982

oo o o o 'y- - o " "
i aassachusetta Historical Commission _ _' | ' }‘_

294 V."ashington Street SN N

bost on, Liassachusetta

*

Attention: Valerie Tal mge,
Acting State Historic Preservation Officer
Gent | enmen: bo- o

Thank you for your letter of Ilovernber 23, 1982 in regard to the
Phi | emon Y.right-Asa Locke Parin. '

Ve are delighted that the farmwill be considered by the State
Reviev.' Board on January 12, 1983, for nomnation to the National

Regi ster of Historic Places,

y. Wth appreciation.



iCO mmiiiion

15 High Street, Winchester, MA 01890 Decenber 30,1982

Valerie Talmage

Acting State Historic Preservation Officer
M assachusetts Historical Coaaission

294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Talnage, - Uy.S.H.i. @ww

The Wnchester Historical Comaission wi shes to”uppiort the nonination
of theproperty located at 78 Ridge Street, Wnchester, M, connonly
known as "The Farmi and officially referred toas the "Philemon Wight-
Asa Locke Farnmt tobe included i ntheNational Register of Historic Places.

Al ready recognized as an historic site by theNational Capital
CoBuiission of Canada as t hebirthplace of thefounder of Qtawa, Canada,
Philemon Wight, thesite represents a unique piece of Wnchester's
early history as one of theearliest settled andonly surviving farm
in Wnchester.

It i sour pleasure tosupport theefforts of theFarms ower Ms.V
Berth Hamilton innomnating the"Philenon wight-Asa Locke Farml to
the National Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely.

Cynthia A Krumme, Chairperson
W nchester Historical Conm ssion



