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The Buckingham House is located on a slight elevation overlooking 
the fertile valleys of the French Broad River in Sevier County. It 
was built ̂ in .1795, by_Thomas and Ephriam Buckingham and is the oldest 
existing house in Sevier County.

Although it was not an elaborate house, it was well-built and 
is still in sound structural condition. The original part of the 
house was rectangular, of the Federal style, measuring 33 feet by 
20 feet and consisting of two rooms and an attic. It was built of 
brick, with an exterior brick chimney at either end. The pattern of 
the brick on the front elevation 5s Flemish bond, while on either end 
it is English bond. A small, four-paned transom window was placed 
over the front ^door. Two bricks located to the right of the front

be.ar, the inscriptions TTT & E B" and "1795^" identifying the
^Thomas and Ephriam Buckingham and the date of construction. 

These bricks were originally laid in the wall over the front entrance, 
but later construction of a porch necessitated removal in order for 
them to be visible.

The floors are of original pine, and much of the original wood­ 
work, such as the cornice with fine dentil work, the plain mantels 
and the stairway going to the attic still exist^ One of the original 
doors, showing pegged construction, still has the wrought iron strap 
hinges .

Around JL900, a frame addition consisting of two rooms and a 
porch were added to the back of the house, changing the shape of 
the house to an L- shaped structure. In more recent years, a new 
front porch was built to replace" an earlier one.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Buckingham House is significarrt_.not only as being the 
oldest existing house in Sevier County, but as one of the few 
remaining., examples of the type of architecture of the ̂ earlyjiouses 
T5uiit on the Tennessee frontier^in the latter parl: oFThe~ei^hteenth 
"century. The sturdy brick houses personified that hardy group of 
pioneers who settled the area which had been Indian territory.

The house overlooks a large area that was once an island 
formed by the French Broad River and Boyd T s Creek. This area has 
been known as Big Island, Sevier Island, and Buckingham Island, 
its present name. The property was bought by Thomas Buckingham, 
from John Sevier, famous Indian fighter and first governor of 
Tennessee.

Thomas Buckingham w.as prominent in governmental affairs, 
having been one of the Commissioners to locate the courthouse when 
Sevier County was created by the division of Jefferson County IrT" 
179M-. He was elected as the first sheriff of the county and was a 
member of the Constitutional ConventiorTTh^T/yb wEen Tennessee became 
a state.

Buckingham's Island was the scene of many skirmishes with the 
Indians jFrom 1776 to 1785, as it was on the great Indian warpath. 
At various times it served as a rendezvous point for both the 
Indian warriors and the white soldiers in preparation for an upcoming 
expedition. It was on the path of some of the final military 
expeditions that crushed the Indian resistance to white settlement 
of the area.
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71000831. Buckingham House, Sevier County. NR3/18/71. The 
correct significant date should be 1796 only.

71000832. Sevier County Courthouse, Sevier County. 
NR3/24/71. Romanesque Revival should be added as another 
s tyle.

73001822. Collier-Crichlow House, Rutherford County. 
NR7/16/73. Delete the term Chateauesque as a style.

77001264. Riverwood, Davidson County. NR7/20/77. Delete 
the terms Adamesque and Colonial as styles.

82003982. Louisville and Nashville Passenger Station, Knox 
County. NR3/25/82. Delete the term Chateauesque as a 
s tyle.

83003024. U.S. Post Office, Elizabethton, Carter County. 
NR8/9/83. There is no style mentioned in the data base. 
The nomination mentions Beaux Arts as a style, but Classical 
Revival is probably more correct.

83003026. Gladstone Apartments, Davidson County. 
NR6/16/83. Delete the term Elizabethan Revival and add 
Classical Revival as the style.

83004256. Knoxville YMCA, Knox County. NR11/17/83. Add 
the term Renaissance Revival as a style.


