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INTRODUCTION

Mount Greylock, the highest mountainin Massachusetts at e evation 3491, isone of the most drameatic natural landscepes
in the state. The rugged mountain topography, broad expanses of forested land, high devations and panoramic views
creste acompelling natural setting which hes attracted many generations of visitors. Mount Greylock State Reservation,
within which the district islocated, encompasses 12500 aores of forested mountainous terrainin the northwestem comer
of Massachusetts. Located in northem Berkshire County, the reservation includes portions of six towns. North Adams,
Adams and Cheshire on the eest and Williamstown, New Ashford and Lanesborough on the west.

The 120-acre summit district, located primarily in Adams with aportion in Williamstown, issignificant as an early
wildemess degtination which later became the first state reservation in Massachusetts (1898) and which containsa
significant grouping of recreationa facilities built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s Thedistrict
contains 21 resourcesnot previoudy listed onthe National Regiger: 7 buildings, 13 structures and one site. Of these, 16
are conddered significant resources contributing to the integrity of the district. The district retains ahigh level of integrity
to the end of the period of significance (1940) with only minor aterations to its mgjor features.

SUMMIT LANDSCAPE (1933", MHC map #6)

TheMount Greylock arealis recognized for itscomplex geology. Sx hundred miUion years ago the mountain was formed
from the deposits of aprimeval sea The early beaches gradually became sandstone deposits and later metamorphosed
into quartzite, ahard, Ught colored rock with aflinty sheen which forms the backbone of the mountain. Coral reefs built
up by depodts of ancient marine mammals calcified into limestone, some of which recrystaized into marble, visible in
some portions of the mountain. There are ds0 shdesand schigsformed from the finer sediments of theinland ssa Later
movement of continents further dtered the topography, shifting and squeezing layers of rocks like giant blankets.
Greylock was largely formed by the time of the Ice Age, but glacdiers gouged out U-shaped valeysand left depodts of
glacid till and outwash, broadening the bese of the mountain and creating a series of terraces, still visible on the shoulders
of the mountain.

Mount Greylock isaso known for itsunusual floraand fauna The Mount Greylock State Reservation contains 40 rare
Massachusetts plant gpedies, including fivefound nowhere dse in Massachusetts. Many of theseare located within the
summit district, due partly to extreme climatic conditionsfound there. The climate at the summit more dosdy resambles
that of the Canadian zonethan southem New England, consequently the summit isahaven for borea goedies of plants
and birds usually found hvmdreds of milesto the north. A portion of the reservation outside the district known as the
Hopper has been designated aNational Natural Landmark in recognition of its old growth gomee sandsand relatively
undisturbed state. Hopper Brook, aso located in the reservation but outside the district, isagtate-designated sceiuc river.

Within the larger reservation landscape, the 120-acre summit district includes the areaof greastest natural drama and
beauty overlaid with askillfully desgned and congtructed park landscapewhich exemplifies the rustic style of park
design deveoped by the federal government in the 1930s Thisstyle, characterized by naturalistic principles, skilled

(continued)
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craftsmanship and use of native materias, established anationa legacy of wildemess parks. The district landscape can be
divided into two subzones the primarily natural landscape of the upper mountain dopeswhich forms the outer portions
of the district; and the summit plateau, endosad on three sdesby Summit Road, which includes the very highest
devaions.

The natural landscape portion of the district, which includes the areaoutsde Summit Road (primarily below eevation
3300) has stegp, mgged topography with exposed rock outcrops, native vegetation, primarily fir, mountain ash, yellow
birch, shadbush, ferns, ragpberries, blueberries and choke cherries. The hardier treesreach nearly full height in protected
aress but are stunted on more exposed portions of the summit. Generdly the dense vegetation of the outer portions of the
digtrict creates awooded landscapewith little evidence of human habitation other than the roadsand trails nuining
through it.

A key feature of the natural landscepeis the bresthtaking panoramic views from the summit, sometimes as much as 100
milesin any direction with portions of five dates visible on adear day. Timothy Dwight, an early visitor to the summit,
wrote:

The view was immense and of amazing grandeur . .. You will eadly supposethat wefelt a total
superiority to al the humble beingswho were cregping on the footstool beneaeth us. The Village of
Williamstown shnmk to the Szeof afarm; and itshouses, church, and colleges appeared like the
habituations of martins and wrens. (Most Excdllent Magjesty: 33)

Convarsdy, Greylock's digtinctive profileisafamUiar landmark from much of northwestem Massachusetts as well as
surrounding gates. The mountain remains alandmark after nightfall when the illuminated war memoria provides a
besoon for the surrovmding area.

The summit plateau is distinguished fromitssurroimdings by avariety of rdlated characterigics. Theeinclude a high
concentration of built features, imusually heavy pattems of use, generdly open character, and panoramic viewsof the
surrounding countryside. Vegetation in this areacondsts of both native and introduced species. Scattered firsand
herbaceous vegetation, primarily grasses and wildflowers, are dominant. There are numerous outcrops of ledge.

The landscape character of the summit plateau ismgtic and informal yet subtly stmctured to enhance visitor enjoyment
with minimal distractions, fulfilling the dual mandates of conserving natural scenery and providing for public usg,
enjoyment and appreciation. Thewar memorial, located at the highest elevation, dominates the summit while other built
features are subtly tucked around the edges maintaining alow profile o they do not intmde on the perception of alargely
natural landscape. Thecirculation sysem provides dear separation of pedestriansand cars, reserving the summit plateau
for those on foot while providing dose aooess with parking tucked convenientiy out of site. Vegetation gppeers largely
natural, with scattered firsinterspersed with rough meadow grasses and wildflower meadows, although many of the
grase=s foimd a the summit are not native to the area

There are few amdl-scde landscapefeatures. |n addition to the landscape mctures and sysemsdescribed below, the
core summit areaiincludes anetwork of wom foot pathsand road traces. Some of these are renmants of eerUer circulation

(continued)
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sydems while othersare contemporary desirelines. Paths, most of which connect the main parking lot, Basoom Lodge
and the War Memorial, are primarily gravel with some asphalt surfaces in heavily used aress. Landscgpe furnishings,
none of which are conddered contributing features because they pogt-date the period of significance, include a painted
woodenflagpol ein the entry circle, severd wooden benches with sone supports and severd wooden park signs. While
the summit landscape as awholeretains ahighleve of integrity, intensive use over the intervening years has resulted in
aubtle dterations to and degradation of landscape details, both natural and designed.

BUILDINGS'STRUCTURES

Thedistrict includes 15 contributing building/stmctures/sites and five non-contributing building/ ssmctures. Three of
the contributing buildings (Bascom Lodge, Thunderbolt Shelter, and the Summit Garage) were erected by the Civilian
Consarvation Corps. All threewere designed by Pittsfield architect Josgph MacArthur Vance inthe mstic Craftsman
dylethat dominated state and federal park architecture of the 1920s and 1930s The guiding principle of this design ethic
was to unify buildings with their natural setting through careful siting, scae, overall form, coupled with reJance on native
materiads. Unifying features of the Mount Greylock group includelow ground-hugging forms, massive fiddstone
foundations, and wood shingled walls and roofs. The physica characteridtics of the Pump House place it in thisgroup as
well although itshistory ispoorly documented. Thefourth contributing building in the district, the Movmt Greylock War
Memorial, was ds0 erected in the 19305 but offers acomplete contrast in purpose, siting, style, and materias. It was
designed by the Bogton architectural firm of Maginnis& Washinthe severe and minimalist architectural vocabulary of
"Starved Classiciam”. This style drew on both the Classicd Reviva and Modeme syles, and dominated Federd
architecture of the period.

Mount Greylock War Memoria (1930 -1933; NR map #1; MHC #907)

The Moimt Greylock War Memoria crowns the 3491 summit of Mount Greylock where it servesas the focd point of the
NRHD. Thevisual dominance lent by its prominent Ste isenhanced by itsdramatic vertical form, itsformal dassca
design vocabulary, and itsmonolithic gray granite ashlar exterior. All of these factors, which are related to itssolemn
commemorative function, stand in sharp contragt to other summit buildings whose mstic styleisconscioudy intended to
harmonize with the mgged ste.

Thewar memoria was designed by the Bogion architectura firm of Maginnis & Walsh, and constmcted by the
Springfield firm of John G. Roy & Son. Key features that epitomize the "Sarved Classcism” style include the dominance
of asinglebuilding materia (granite), the contrast of large blank wall surfaces (shaft) with small aress of rich
concentrated omament (observation deck), use of geometric and stylized design (eaglesat pargpet and main entrance),
and didactic inscriptions (words over main entrance).

Soaring to atotal height of approximately 100, the war memorial condsts of amasoruy shaft that risesfrom a terraced
pedesta to avisualy arresting spherical beacon of bronze and glass. Both base and shaft are faced with massve gray
granite ashlar blocks that were quarried in Quincy, Massachusetts. Some of the larger blocks of grartitein the tower were
sad toweigh over eight tons.

(continued)
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A 106" high concentric balustraded terraceforms the architectural bese of the memorial. Itsouter wall consgts of
meassve rectangular granite blocksthat are laid on their Sdesand framed by narrower courses aboveand beow. These
blocks are fitted together with rounded dovetail-typejoints. Thewall isbroken outward to form embrasuresfor four sets
of broad granite stairs, each coiissting of fivegeps. The dairs are aJgned with the cardina points.

The 80' tower section risesfrom a one story plinth whose straight-sided wallsare faced with massveblocks similar to
those of the pedegtd wall, but set on end with anarrow course defining the upper edge. Thisplinth contains the tower
entrance which isaigned with the north stairs. Unadomed granite pilasters and lintel form an augtereframe for the
entrance. Thatframeis surmoimted by apand decorated with astylized esgle and contains abronze door. The lower
portion of the tower shaft, directiy abovethe entranceisinscribed with the sate sed over these words of dedication:

ERECTED BY MASSACHUSETTS IN GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF THELOYALTY
AND SACRINCE OF HER SONSAND DAUGHTERS IN WAR. THEY WERE
FAITHFUL EVEN UNTO DEATH.

The shaft has an imusual tapering silhouette thatfl aresoutward from a 16 diameter crown toa42 6" diameter bese Its
amooth monohthic surface is pierced only by a seriesof narrow dUtsthat provide periodic viewswhile they light the
interior Sair as it spiras upward to an observation deck. Therich exterior detail of the observation deck providesa
counterpoint to the severity of the other exterior tower dements. It condgtsof eight recessed windowsthat are framed by
the tryglyphs of adasscad Doric entablature. The parapet cresting above iseven more ornate, interspersing stylized
eagles with swagsand rosettes. The observation deck commands remarkably extensve and t>eautiful panoramic views.

The 10 sphericd beacon that crowns the masonry stmcture condsts of fransl ucentacrylic paneswith geomefric bronze
glazing bars. It was originaly illuminated by twelve 1,500-watt search lights and twelveflood hghts that were visible
for up to 70 milesin fivedates Although the original Ughts have been replaced, the tower remains illuminated most of
the year, except during fall and spring bird migrations or when the power lines to the summit are out. (MEM: 64-5)

The beee of the war memorial islargely taken up by acircular chamber of "reverential character" (DC 6/30/33). The
chamber isfinished with plaster wallsand ceiling aress that rise to ashalow tessdlated dome. The highly decorative
masaic work includes briUiantiy colored blue and red concentric bands with gold stars meant to recall the American flag
in addition to commemorative phrases. An original bronze light fixture hangsfrom the center of the dome. The white
marble floor of the chamber, which isbelow the level of the enfrance vestibule, isembedded with bronze designs.

The memoria chamber isframedby four degp anterooms that are dJgned with the exterior stairways. The north-side
Foece F|rves as the vestibule for visitors entering the tower. A double-leaf bronze grille separatesthis vestibule from the
memoria chamber. Bronze doors on the lateral (eest and west) wallslead to the spiraling tower gairs and autility doset
respectively.

From the begiiuiing, the Mount Greylock War Memoria hes been prone to deterioration that most sources ascribeto the
harsh weather at thisaltitude. Problems manifested themsdves dmogt immediately when a 16' pinnacle caused ice and
moisture problems during the first winter. By 1963 deterioration was 0 severethat the memoria was dosed for safety

(continued)
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reesons |n 1974 - 1975 the entire tower was taken gpart and carefully reessembled by the Cambridge constmction firm of
A. Berlanger & Sons Inc., under the direction of Thurston Munson Ass. of Springfield. The 14 month project cost $445,000.
The memoria was rededicated on May 17,1975. Continuing problems have recentiy been diagnosed by preservation
Foecidids at the Cambridge architectura firm of Bnmer/Cott & Associates

Bascom Lodge fca 1932 -1937; NR map #2; MHC #665)

Bascom Lodge epitomizes the principles of rugtic park design that dominated the architecture of ateand federal parksin
the 1920s and 1930s  Key features include integration of building and site through adherence to topographic contours,
low horizontal silhouette, and use of native materias taken directiy from the site. Basoom Lodge and its companion
buildings were designed by Pittsfield architect Josgph MacArthur Vance, and congtmcted by the Civilian Conservation
Corps. The WPA Guide to Massachusetts, published soon after the buil ding was completed described Basoom Lodge as

"arest-house of native goneand timber. From its piazza facing south, the view embracesthe
Berkshire HiUs country for adistance of forty miles™ (WPA: 585)

Basoom Lodge nesties comfortably into the southeast dope of the Mount Greylock summit with its generous verandah
oriented towards the symny southem exposure and spectacular views of the surrounding coimtryside. The massive
fieldstonefoundation, first story, and chimneys that characterize the primary facade and sde devations lend an air of
soUdity and rootedness. That effect isenhanced by along, low form that hugsthe ground, and a "shdlow U-shaped” plan
whose angled wings read as amsreaching out to embrace the mountain top.

Basoom Lodgeisagenerdly symmefrical three-part building consisting of a2 and 1/2 story main blockframedby one
gory wingsthat are angled to form ashallow forecourt on the north facade. It isconstmcted of native materids including
amessive fiedstone bass, north facade, and three chimneys that anchor the west end of the main block and the outer

walls of both wings. The remaining portions of the building including the upper story on the north facade, the part of the
et end wall that isnot covered by the chimney, the entire rear elevation, and the gabled roofs are covered with wood
shingles.

The north facade isfocused on the main enfrance which is centered on the symmefrical fivebay main block. The enfrance
condgsof asegmentd arched opening that contains awooden door. It isframed by windowswith 6/6 double-hung

saeh, while secondary entries occupy the outer bays. Four windowswith 8/8 saeh are evenly gpaced across the sscond
gory but are not aJgned with the first story openings. Thefransitionaress between main block and wings are defined by

a continuation of the main roof dope. Both contain windowsthat are st between story levelsto light interior Sairs.

Thefirst story interior of Bascom Lodge continues the display of halmark mgtic park style features. Theseinclude large
open Uving (cenfral core) and dining (eest wing) arees massve fieldstone fireplaces with omamenta grillwork, red
gomce wall paneling, wood flooring and stair balusfrades, and handsomeperiod castiron lighting fixtures. The dining
room aso features alofty tmssceiling. A broad verandah extends aong the entire south side of the main block, whereit
iscontained beneeth the sweep of the main roof. This gpace was originaly open, but isnow enclosad by banks of
windows that complement the original design. Additional early surviving features include some Cushman maple
furnishings donated by Kelton B. Miller of The Berkshire Eagle (MEM: 63), and decorative cast iron door and window

(continued)
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hardware. The sscond story, which is reached by open wooden Sarcasesin the connecting aress between core and
wings, issmply finished and subdivided into dormitory roomsthat accommodateatotal of 34 guests

The west wing of Bascom Lodge was built in the early 1930s. The cenfral coreand east wing were erected by the Civilian
Conservation Corps in the summer of 1936 at a cost of $11,000. Twenty men procured rough stone for the walls and red
spmee for the interior, mostiy from hiking frails built by other members of the CCC company. Logswere drawn out of
thewoods, and milled at the CCC camp on Sperry Road. The building was completed in 1937 "primarily for those who
ascend the mountain to witness the simrise and for the protection of those caught in asudden storm.” {Springfield
Sunday Union and Republican)

Since its completion, aterationsto Basoom Lodge have been kept to amiiiimum and do not exert amgjor influence on the
building as awhole. The primary changes have been to the piazzawhich hes been enclosed, and to the west wing which
hes recentiy been remodeled into a four room, handicapped accessble gpartment. A staff gpartment hes been added in
the basement. Other work has included new concretefoundations, replacement of floor joists, and repairsto subsurface
and surface drainage sysems.

Thunderbolt Shelter (ca 1937, NR map #3)

Thvmderbolt Shdlter is located on the north dope of the Mount Greylock summit just below the northwest comer of the
main parking lot. It tandsa the head of the expert level Thimderbolt ski tiail from which it tekesits name. 1t weas
designed ca 1937 by Henry Vance. Thissmall one story building with its low overhanging hip roof is characterized by
the same massve batteredfi el dstonewalls that define Basoom Lodge. The original enfrance was located on the eest wall
whereitwas protected by afiel dstonegpproach wall and framed by paired 12-pane diding windows. Each of the other
walls contained friple window banks. Sncethat time, a second enfrance hes replaced the westernmost window on the
north eevation, and al of the window sash hes been removed.

The shdter is built on a square plan with cenfral chimney corethat takesfull advantage of the small 30' x 30' goace and
provides commodious accommodationsfor up to four separate groups. Each sde of the chimney was equipped with a
hearth and cooking stove, and eech was separated by high backed t)enches that extended diagonally from the comersto
provide both seeting and privacy. All of thesefittings have been removed over the years, and many remaiiung stmctural
dements exhibit some fire damage.

Summit Garage (ca 1937; NR map #4)

The Summit Garageis an interesting building whosewell conceived rustic design raisssit far abovethe normal leve of
such autilitarian building type. Thiswood-frame stmcture with massivefiel dstoneexterior wallsis built into the south
dopeof the Mount Greylock summit, sUghtly below and west of Bascom Lodge. Its long, low form risesone story to a
very low pitched gableroof covered with agphat shingles. Stone chimneysrisefrom both ends of the rear wall. The
building contains seven garage stdls, five of which are equipped with overhead doorsthat dateto the 1960s The
openingsof the two eesternmost bays have more recentiy been filled in as part of a conversion to ssasond staff resdences.
The westernmost bay currentiy servesas a mantenance shop. One of the most outstanding building features isthe highly
visiblefieldstoneeest end wall with its massve battered comer and atached retaining wall defining a pedesfrian
enfrance. A lowfieldstonewall constmcted by the CCC to endose the surface parking areaiin front of (south) the garage
helpsto link building and site. Originally surfaced with gravel, the lot is now paved with asphalt.

(continued)
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Pump House (ca. 19405 NR map #5)

The Pump House stands at the eest end of asmall unnamed pond on the southwest dope of the Moimt Greylock summit
neer the intersection of Rockwell and Notch Roads It isasmall rectangular plan building, measuring roughly 8 x 12,
that rises one story from afiel dstonefoundation to a gableroof. The wallsare shesthed with wood shingleswhile the roof
iscovered with asphdt. A smple wooden door islocated inthe west gable end. A 4/4 window occupiesthe eest geble
end overlooking the pond. The interior congstsof asingle goece with aconcretefloor whoseraised center section
appears to have been abase for pumping equipment. The pump house does not gppear on Civilian Conservation Corps
plansbut issimilar in constmction and design to the other buildings atfributed to them. The pump house may well date
tothat era Sz description of pond below.

CIRCULATION SYSTEM

The circulation system, which condgts of roads, parking areas frail sand paths, isa primary organizing feature of the
summit landscape, routing vehicles and pedesfrians to and around the summit. Two gpproach roads. Notch Road and
Rockwel Road, whichlie largely outsde the disfrict, bring visitorsto roughly 1/2 miles from the summit, meeting a
Summit Road which provides the sole vehicular aooess to the summit. Roads and parking aress are kept to the perimeter
aof the summit plateau, with the highest devations reserved for pedesfrian use. Pedesfrian pathslink key summit features
whilefrail scoimect the summit with other scenic aress. All roadswithin the Moimt Greylock State Reservation are Sate-
designated scenic roads.

Notch Road - portion (1860, NR map #7)

Notch Road, which gpproachesthe summit from the north, extendsfrom North Adams to the summit. Only the
southemmost portion, aroughly one-mile segment which extendsfrom Overlook Trail south to the intersection with
Summit Road, islocated within the disfrict. Like other mountain roads Notch Road is narrow and winding due to the
gegptopography. For mogt of itslength itfravel sthrough the forest with only limited views. Onceit reeches thedisfrict,
it cirdes around the westem edge of the summit, offering panoramic viewsto the west at three scenic overlooks crested
by the CCC. Notch Road weas initially constmcted around 1860 with further improvements in 18385 and again in 1898
The CCC made mgjor improvements in the 1930s to widen the roadbed and upgradeit for automobile access The CCC
a =0 built distinctive sione box culverts to route nmoff imder the road. These are still evident along the road, athough
none are located within the district. The road retainsthe aigiunent and relatively narrow roadbed built by the CCC, less
than 20 feet wide in some sections with littie or no shoulder in mogt locations. The graveled surface has been replaced
with asphdt and the gomce guard railsbuilt by the CCC have been replaced with concrete bollards goaced aong the
roadway in steeper locations. The scenic overlooks, an integral feature of the CCC roadway design, have dso been paved,
and concrete bollards have replaced wooden guard rails and views have become somewhat overgrown.

Summit Road (early 20th c. NR map #8)

Summit Road, whichisless than one mileinlength, islocated entirely within the disfrict. It begins southwest of the
summit at the intersection of Notch Road and Rockwell Road and cirdes 3/4 of the way around the summit, ending ina
oneway enfrance loop which brings visitors onto the summit plateau from the west, providing dramatic views of the
tower &s the road reaches its highest point. Summit Road was built in the early 20th century to provide improved carriage
ao0ess to the summit and was substantiadly upgraded by the CCCinthe 1930s Prior to itsconstmction carriageshad to

(continued)
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gop a aparking areabdow the summit and visitors gpoproached the summit on foot. For much of itslength. Summit
Roadti aversesexfremely stegp, rocky topography with the roadbed hterally blasted out of the mountain in some sections.
In aress of particularly steep grades, the CCC built vertical retaining walls of native sonebdow the road. Views from
Summit Road, particularly south and eest of the summit, are gpectacular and can be enjoyed at severd scenic overlooks
built by the CCC. Like Notch Road, Summit Road retainsits dignment, narrow width and spectacular views. The sone
box culverts, native soneretaiiiing wallsand overlooks are distinctive features of CC C constmction. The original gravel
surface has been replaced by asphalt and the spmcee guardrails have been replaced by concrete bollards. Some sections of
the retaining wall havefailed and had to be replaced by mbble walls, other portions remain intact, af ributeto the solid
constmction. Summit Road exemplifies the careful design and skilled coiistmction of the CCC. Although narrow by
today's tandardsit remains one of the best preserved and most dramatic recreationa roadsin Massachustts.

Summit Parking Lot (1930s NR map #12)

The summit parking lot isone of the mogt distinctive landscape design features within the disfrict. Prior to the CCC
improvements of the 1930s roadsand parking areas were poorly defined with cars parked in ahaphazard way all over
the summit. The constmction of the War Memorial and Basoom Lodge brought significantiy increased visitation and a
nead for dearer circulation and parking facilities. The circular loop at the end of Summit Road channds automobiles
adong aoneway road ssgment, past aview of the War Memoria and into the summit parking lot which istucked into the
northem dope of the mountain. A cenfralfravel laneisflankedon ether side by parking lanesproviding gpece for
approximately 65 cars. The sUghtiy curved lot fitsso eadly intoitssetting that it isdifficult to imagine that it was Utaraly
blagted out of the mountainsde. The southem or uphill edgeis defined by rock edges with severd sets of Segps cut
directiy into the ledgeto provide pedesfrian aocess to the summit plateau. The northem or downhill edge is defined by a
doneretaining wall which is described below. The parking lot generdly retainsahighleve of integrity. Theprimary
dteration isthat the gravel surface has been replaced by agphdt. Vegetation below the parking ot hes grown up,
partialy obscuring someof the views to the north and west.

Retaining Wall at Parking Lot (1930s NR map #13)

The CCC frequentiy built gone walls along roadways and at parking lots to provide safety for vehides on Segp dopes
and to define areas desdgnated for automobile use. The dJghtiy curved retaining wall which defines the northem or
dovmhill edge of the summit parking lot isone of the mod diginctive of these Built of native rough-cut gone quarried
from the dte, the roughly 300 long wall rises approximatdy 30 inches from the surface of the parking lot creating bath a
bumpe for cars and asense of endoaure for pededrians On the downhill Sdeit dropsfrom 10to 15 fedt, creating a
aubgantial retaining wall. Joints aretightiycondructed to give the appearance of adry laid wall and to echo the ledge
risngfromthe othe sde o the parking lct.

Stone Wall at Garage (1930s NR map #14)

The L-shgped gonewall adjacent to the Summit Garage issimilar in function although substantially smdler in scae than

the stone wall described above. 1t visually defines the edge of the parking areaand links the buildingswith the landscagpe

while providing aphysical enclosureon tiie egp dope. Thewall isroughly 70 feet onitslong end and 20 feet onits short
end. Made of rough<ut native sonequarried ondte, it isapproximately 15" high.

(continued)
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Old Summit Road (Overlook Trail) (ca. 1880S NR map #9)

Prior to congtruction of the present Summit Road in the early 20th century, visitors from the north gpproached the summit
via agesp, rough road extending from the northeast comer of the disfrict directiy to the summit. Thisformer road
sgment, sometimesreferred to as the Old Summit Road, isnow asection of the Overlook Trail, ahiking frail which loops
around the westem edge of the summit. Only the section of the frail extending uphill from Notch Roed to the summit is
included within the disfrict. The hiking frail retainsthe aigiunent of the Old Summit Road, but it was not improved by
the CCC and does not have ditinctive design features.

Appalachian Trail - portion (1928. NR map #10)

The Appaachian Trail isa 2050 mile hiking frail extending from Springer Mountain in Georgia to Mount Katahdin in
Maine. Only the portion of the frail from the intersection of Notch and Rockwell Roeds southwest of the summit to the
jxmction of the frail with Summit Road eest of the summit isincluded within the disfrict. Thissection of the Appaachian
Trail was built in 1928 as arecreationd hiking frail, partialy following the alignment of an earUer pedesfrian frail used in
the 19th century before the summit was accessble by carriage. 1t has the narrow corridor and mgged uneven topography
typical of amountain hiking tiaU.

Thunderbolt Ski Trail (1934-6, NR map #11)

Thunderbolt Trail, which extends from the summit down the eestem side of the mountain, was one of the country's
premier downhill ski courses, and the Site of the United States Eastem Amateur Ski Association championships in 1936
and 1936. It was built in the 1930s by aloca ski club, improved by the CCC and named for aroller coader ride & Revere
Beach, arecregtion areanorth of Bogton. Only the uppermost segment, extending severa hundred feet from the summit
parking ot to Summit Road isincluded within the disfrict. Initialy the frail was roughly 60 feet wide for much of its
length with broad shalow dopesat the base Today the frail retains the 1930s aJgiunent but vegetation has grownin,
leaving much of the frail lessthan ten feet wide. Thunderbolt Trail isused by hikers and occasiondly by skiers but Snce it
lacks the convenience of modem lifts, it has lost much of its apped as aski frail. Thxmderbolt Shelter was built asa
warming hut for the ski frail.

DRAINAGE AND UTILITY SYSTEMS

Wildemess stesfrequentiy present imusual engineering chalengesand Mount Greylock is no exception. Water was
supplied to the summit from anearby spring which was later dammed to creesteasmall pond. Drainage of mnoff away
from the summit was critical to prevent road erosion. This was skillfully handled by asophigticated underground
drainage system which isdescribed below.

Unnamed Pond (ca 1912. NR map #15)
Wes of the intersection of Notch Road and Rockwell Road at the southwestern comer of the district isasmall unnamed
pond. The spring used by 19th century visitorsto the summit was dammed around 1912 to provide a permanent water
supply, creating the one-acre pond, the highest water body in Massachusetts. Littie isknown about the early gppearance
aof the pond but it gppearsto have changed little Snceitscongmction. A drilled well now provides water to the summit
20 the pond isno longer used as awater supply. The former Pump Housestill exigts (sse description above) and there are
remnants of pipeslocated in the woods between the pond and the summit.

(continued)
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Drainage Sysem/Retention Basin (1930s NR map #16)

Ore of the improvements made by the CCC to upgrade the gppearance of the summit and to chaimel heavy mnoff away
from the summit without damaging roadswas the constmction of an eaborate underground drainage system. Stone box
culvertslocated at the edge of paved aress collect mnoff which then flowsinto a seriesof underground pipes leadingto a
smdl retention basin near the southem end of Notch Road. This type of drainage sysem issimilar in constmction to
many built by the CCC dsawhere dong the roads at Greylock and in other sate parks in westem Massachusetts The
amall basin, approximately 10-15 feet wide, isformed by astoneretaining wall on the downhill side and by the dopes of
the moxmtain on the uphill sde. It served adual purpose of firesuppression, and istypical of such pondsbuilt dsewhere
by the CCC, including severd within the Moimt Greylock State Resarvation but outside thedisfrict.

NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

Non-confributing resources are generdly assodated with telecommunications use of the summit Snce the 1950s They
include: the two-story television building and attached tower (NR map #A), the DEP Air Monitoring Station (NR map
#B), the Massachusdits State FoUae Building (NR mep #C) and the Massachussits Civil Defense communications tower
(NR map #D). Most of these ssmctures are located at the periphery of the summit plateau. The two communications
towers are the most intmsive because of their height.

The only non-confributing resource associated with recregtiond use of the Steisapair of onewallslining the enfrance
cirde (NR map #E). Thessawere built by the Department of Environmental Management in the 1980s to replace
deteriorating gomee guard rails. While these walls are superficially similar in gppearanceto their nearby CCC-buUt
predecessors, they are clearly distinguished by their constmction with wider jointswith clearly visible mortar.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Theearliest documented exploration of the summit was by severd survey parties in the mid-1700s, followed by occasond
agricultural use for grazing later in the century. Tracesof 19th century recreationa use (particularly roads) can still be
e in vegetation pattems around the summit. There may be archaeological resources assodated with the foundations of
19th century stmctures (summit house and bam) and remnants of the 1839 ded tower may still exist in the woods. There
may aso be undiscovered remnants of CCC use such as the gone csher which is known to have been used on the
summit and a CCC dynamite box reportedly located neer the TV gation.

Archaeological Description

No prehigtoric sites have been recorded within the Mount Greylock Summit Historic District or in the generd area
(within one mile), however, dtesmay be present. Environmenta characteristics of the disfrict include severd locational
criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to water) which are favorable for sometypes of prehistoric ste locations. Some
portions of the summit locae are well drained, level to moderately doped and inclose proximity to wetlands, in this
ingance a spring now dammed, forming asmall pond near the intersection of Rockwell and Notch Roads. Rock outcrops
often containing quartzite and shae, both materids used for tool manufacture by Native Americans, are dso common in

(continued)
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the area. Mount Greylock is dso the highest point in Massachusetts (3491ft.) possibly indicating its symbolic
importance to Native American groups. Given the information presented above, the sizeof the Summit District
(approximately 120 acres) and an unusudly heavy pattem of historic use of the small summit areg, a high potentia exids
that prehistoric steswere present, however, the potentia for these Stesto survive intact islow. The actud summit
locale isthe mogt sengitive areafor prehistoric resources and the areacontaining a high concentration of historically built
features including trails, roadways, parking aress, observation towers, shelters, lodges, garages, wallsand culverts. In
aum, these resourceswould have had an adverse effect on the integrity of any prehistoric resources (smaller campsites,
quarry stes, dtesof symbolic importance) in the summit areamaking it unlikely they survive intact.

A high potentia exists for the recovery of historic archaeological resourcesin the Mount Greylock Summit Historic
Digtrict. Potentia historic resourcesin the district dateto the 1 S*h-cantury when early survey parties passed through the
area. Agricultural use of the areaoccurred later in the 1 S™h-century as farms down dope from the summit and outside the
disfrict sometimes grazed cattle in the summit locae. Early trailsto the summit were o established during this period.
Each of the above activitieswould have left limited archaeological remains. Most potential archaeologica resources in
the Summit District probably dateto the 19th and 20™ centuries and recreational, scientific and commemorative use of
the area. Archaeologica survivas of the summit's transportation networks can survive dating from 1860 repairs to the
old farm road and trail to the summit to Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) improvements in the 1930's. These
resources can include gtratigraphic evidence to built and improved trails and roadways, culverts and evidence of other
drainage sysems. Archaeological evidence can aso survive from the severd observation/meteorological  towers built on
the summit beginning in 1830. Stmctural evidence from severd buildings condructed in the summit areamay a0 exist
including the 1875 summit hut, ca. 1835 log bam, ca. 1885 caretaker's house and tennis court. Stmctura survivalsfrom
CCC activitiesmay dso exig inthe areaincluding the CCC dynamite box reportedly located neer the TV dation ad
gone csher known to have been used on the summit. Occupationd rlated features, particularly trash arees may dso
aurvive in the summit locae related to recreationa use of the arear These resources can be related to small campsites or
gop over camps used by hikers through the areathroughout the 19th and 20th centuries.

(end)
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INTRODUCTION

Mount Greylock, the highest mountainin Massachusetts, isa prominent natural landmark. A compelling presence in
northem Berkshire County, it isapopular recregtiona destination, asourceof hterary inspiration and the Ste of frequent
scientific investigation. 1n 1898 Mount Greylock became thefirst date reservation in Massachusetts, an early example of
date conservation of significant natural arees. Park improvements built at the summit by the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCCQ) in the 1930s remain among the most complete and best preserved examples of mgtic park design in the State.

The Mount Greylock Summit Historic District, which encompesses roughly 120 acres at the summit of the mountain,
poss=ssss integrity of location, design, setting, materid's, workmanship, and associaions. The district meets National
Regiger Criterion A as the first sate reservation in Massachusettsand as asourceof ingpiration to anumber of prominent
literary figures including William CuUen Bryant, Nathaniel Hawthome, Henry David Thoreau and Herman Melville. The
district meets Criterion C as ardatively untouched example of an early wildemess park which houses an impressive
collection of CCC buildings, stmctures and landscapefeetures within itsboundaries. The period of significance
asodaed with the district isfrom 1830 to 1940. Thedistrict isconddered to be of sate significance.

Thefocus of thisnomination ison the summit which, because of its dramatic natural features, was the primary degtination
of recregtiond users. The summit was aso the centerpiece of the eerhest state reservation lands and contains the grestest
concentration of built recreationa resourcesat Mount Greylock. Other related resources which have not been nominated
a thistimeinclude Rockwell and Notch Roads and the Sperry Road campground which was the site of a 19th century
farm and later of the Mount Greylock CCC camp. The Mount Greylock State Reservation d o includes a number of
cultural resources associated with 19th century settlement of the areawhich Ue outside the district, generdly at lower
devations. Thexeinclude cdlar holes, mill stes, caves and roads.

REGIONAL SETTLEMENT (TO 1830)

Native Americans were present in the Greylock areafrom the Archaic Period (gpproximately 4,000 BC) to the arrival of
the Europeans. In the 17th century Mount Greylock and the Hoosc valey were part of alarger region occupied by the
Mahican and Hoosac Indians whose main center of activity was located near the present Troy, New York. The Mahicans
traveled up the Hoosic River from the Hudson in sserch of game but did not climb the mountain because they considered
it sacred.

The mgged topography and remote location, combined with the unstable situation cregted by the French and Indian
Wars, made this northwestern comer of Massachusettsone of the last portions of the Sateto be settled. A 1739 survey
party led by Ephraim WiUiams S.. (father of the founder of Williams College) laid out two rectangular townships at right
angles over and around Mount Greylock, followed in 1749 by asscond survey carried out by Nathaniel Dwight (father of
Yde presdent Timothy Dwight). There isno record of the Indian deed that specifically included Greylock but a later
ded to atract of land northeast of New Framingham (now Lanesborough) dated 1758 gppearsto include much of the
mountain. In 1763 the Mohhekunnuck River Indian tribe granted to the Genera Court of Massachusettsall unsold lands
west of the Westfield River, south of the New Hampshire border and north of the Connecticut border.

(continued)
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In the 1750s soldiers from nearby Fort Massachusetts settled the areanorthwest of the mountain incorporated as the Tovm
of Williamstown in 1765. A decedelater, Quakersfrom Rhode Idand settled the areanortheast of the mountain which
were established as the towns of Adams (1778) and North Adams (1878). Farming was the primary occupation of the
early sattlers, soon followed by small industries that supported the agricultural economy such as saw mills, grist millsand
cider mills. By the early 19th century the dopes of Mount Greylock were settled more intensively than at any time before
or ance.

In the late 1700s Jeremiah Wilbur, formerly of Rhode Idand, farmed the areanortheast of Greylock known as the Notch.
His house was located in the valley, mogt likely near the junction of the present Notch Road and Reservoir Road a the
heed of the Bdlows Fipe Trail, but hisfarm extended up the dopes of Greylock. He built thefirst trail up the mountainto
provide aooess to hisorchard and woodlots and to bring sdt to his cattle who grazed on the mountain, sometimes
traveling as far as the summit. By the timeof his desth in 1813, Wilbur's holdings had grownto over 1,600 acres, making
it one of the largest and mogt progperousfarmsin the county. He was an active and industrious farmer who welcomed
travelers wishing to visit the summit, often accompanying them on their asoent.

One of the visitors Wilbur guided to the summit was former YadeUniversity president Timothy Dwight, who traveled
throughout New England after his retirement, possibly drawn to Greylock by taesof hisfather's visit hdf a century
before. Dwight described the two-hour journey from Wilbur's farm to the summit as a"spiral circuit of threemiles’ and
commented favorably on the good condition of Wilbur's road, describing it as "better than agreet part of the townand
county roadsthroughout the hill country of New England.” Dwight reported that they were ableto ride within twenty
feet of the summit, where "The view was immense and of amazing grandeur. " Dwight was dso one of thefirst to
document the imusual natural conditions of the summit, commenting on the stimted, laterally growing firswhich were
ableto withstand the harsh climate.

EARLY USE OF THE SUMMIT (1830-1885)

In the early 19th century, wildemess was aconsuming interest of Americans who were eeger to explore the natural
wonders of their new coimtry. The Berkshire areawas an obvious destination sinceit wes relatively dose to Bosgon and
New York and offered spectacular natural scenery. Mount Greylock figured prominently in the imagination of New
Englanders who saw it as exemplifying American romantic idedls of nature.

Literary figureswere among the first drawn to the power of the mgestic mountain. William Cullen Bryant attended
Williams College early inthe century and wrote numerous poemsatxjut the area. Nathaniel Hawthome's 1838 visitis
described in American Notebook and his story Ethan Brand was set near Famum'skiln at the bese of Greylock in
Cheshire. Hawthome was reportedly the first to use the name Greylock in print. The mountain had earher been known as
Saddlebd| or Saddleback Moimtain but sincethe early 19th century has been cdled Greylock. Conflicting versons exist
astothe origin of the name. David D. Fidd's Higory of Berkshire County (1829) dlaims that "the mountain takesthe
appelaion 'Greylock' fromitshoary agpectin the winter," while another vrsion names the pesk for the legendary Native
American sachem Grey Lock who conducted alengthy seriesof raids upon Connecticut Valey settlersduring the mid-

(continued)
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1720s Henry David Thoreau madethe pilgrimageto Greylock in 1844 and recorded acold night on the summitin A
Wesk on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. Herman Melville lived in nearby Pittsfield with aview of Greylock from his
study window. Melvillesnove Pierre was dedicated to "Greylock's Most Excdlent Purple Maesty”. OHver Wendell
Holmes described Greylock as "huge shapes' of giants that "stretch their broad shoulder, rough with shaggy trees' and
mentioned Greylock in his poem "The Ploughman".

Literary figureswere soon joined by those with ascientific or recreationd interest in the moimtain. Studentsfrom nearby
Williams College asocended to the summit in 1830, led by college presdent Edward Dorr Griffin, and consmcted thefirst
cmde tower, described asan observatory about 25 feet squareat the base and 12 feet tall. By 1841 the first tower had
deteriorated and was replaced by a meteorologica observatory three storieshigh, the first story built of solid logsina
guare 20 feet to asde and the sscond and third retreating stories constmcted of sawed wood. Inside were anemometers,
barometers, sdf-regigtering thermometers and other ingmments that could kegp track of weether for up to two months
without adjustment. Williams students and faculty continued to be active users of the mountain, documenting the unique
geologicd and natural festures of the areaand using the summit as an observatory.

By the mid-19th century, the summit had become an increasingly popular destination. One reeson was completion of the
Pittsfield and Albany Railroad which reached North Adams in 1844, making the region more accessibleto the generd
pubhc. Completion of the Hoosic Tunnel in 1876 provided adirect link to Boston, further improving railroad aooess
Outing clubs such as the Alpine Club, founded by Wiliams College Professor Albert Hopkinsin 1863, explored Greylock
and named many of itsfeatures. The Alpine Club, consdered the foremnner of the Wiliams Outing Club, preceded the
White Mountain Club by ten yearsand the Appalachian Mountain Club by 13 years.

With increased visitation, there was anead for improved road aocess to the summit. By 1860 repairs were made to the old
farm road 90 that wagons could travel from North Adams to within haf a mile of the summit. By 1875, there was
reportedly asmall hut on the mountain for "fmgal medsand summer accommodations’, acknowledgment of the need to
provide amenities in this remote location. Summit houses or towers were found on many of the major pegksin
Massachusetts during the late 19th century, many of which were far more aborate than that at Greylock.

Although farming was on the decline in the region by the middle of the 19th century, industry was expanding rapidly in
the river valeys that surrounded Greylock. The dopes of the mountain were increasingly used as a source for lumber and
charcod for the growing number of smelting and textile mills. Denuding of the dopesnot only crested an unattractive
appearance but aso caused forest fires and landdides, resulting in pubhc outcry at the desecration of the mountain.

EARLY CONSERVATION EFFORTS (1885-1930)

Mount Greylock, like many scenic areasin New England, was initially preserved by private, rather than pubhc interests.
Thefirst organized protection effort camein 1885, when the Greylock Park Association (GPA), composad primarily of
loca businessmen, purchased 400 acres at the summit to preserveit from commercid exploitation of its natural resources.
The newly formed association upgraded the aocess road from the north, later known as Notch Roed, and started

(continued)
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constmction of aroad to the summit from the south. At the summit, the GPA constmcted an open ironwork tower 40 feet
high with four observation decksand later a house for the caretaker, alog bam and, surprisingly, atennis court. Meds
were provided to visitorsfor asmall fee. Initially, the GPA hoped to finance the project by charging tourists to use the
road and climb the tower. When tourism proved to be an umehabl e source of income, the GPA tumed to the sate for
assdance

By 1890 therewas a growing precedent for Sate preservation of aress of dramatic natural scenery. The esrhest example
was Yosamite Valley, granted to the state of Californiain 1864 to protect it from commercid development. Other early
examplesincluded Niagara Fals and the Adirondack Forest Preserve (both 1885) in New Y ork and Mackinac Idand
(1885) in Michigan, making Massachusatts one of the first datesto establish astate reservation.

In Massachusatts the 1890s was asignificant period in the establishment of aland conservation movement, due largely to
the efforts of a young landscgpe architect named CharlesEUat. Ehot wrote alandmark article urging the preservation of
the Waverly Oaksin Bemont and outlining agtrategy for conserving aress of scenic beauty in the same way that hbraries
held books and mussums held works of art. Ehof svision lead to the creation of the Tmstees of RubUc Reservations (now
the Tmdatees of Reservations) in 1891, the first non-profit organization in the nation established to acquire and preserve
"beautiful and historical places'. Ehof sefforts dso prompted the creation of Boston's Metropohtan Park Commission in
1893 (precursor of the present Metropohtan District Commission), which administered one of the first regiona park
sygemsinthe country. EUat died in 1897 before Greylock was acquired by the state but hisvision clearly laid the
groundwork for creation of the first state- owned reservation in Massachusetts

In June 1898, at the urging of Berkshire County representatives, the Massachusetts|egidature authorized the creetion of
Mount Greylock State Reservation. Key provisions were that the Greylock Park Association land be deeded to the sate
without charge, that the state acquire additional holdings of up to 10000 acres, that the county provide operating
expensss, and that acommission of three memljers be appointed to administer the reservation. The Mount Greylock
Reservation Commission was established in June 1898 and promptiy began to implement the provisions of the legidation,
acquiring nearly 7,000 acres by 1906 and making substantia improvements to the two roads|eading to the summit. With
improved aooess visitation increassed as wel, reeching nearly 10,000 visitorsin 1904.

John Bascom, Francis W. Rockweld and AUred Brown Mole were agppointed as the first commissoners, and each served
for substantia periods of time. Bascom, a phUosophy professor a nearby Williams CoUege, avid naturdist, and aJ-
around Greylock enthusiagt was an eloquent gpokesman for the reservation. During histwelve year tenure hewasa
stiong advocatefor better visitor faciUties at the summit. Basoom's vision was clearly articulated in a 1906 report.

Itisnot in any way the purpose of the reservation to afford another retresat to those alJeedy satiated with
unagppreciated plessures, but smply to preserve the fine hand-work of Nature, and to give adequate
aooess toit. The object should not te to civilize the mountain, but to bring the over<ivilized men of the
valJey into complete and appreciative contact with it. (Berkshire Historical and Scientific Society, 1906)

(continued)
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TRANSITION (1930-33)

Roed improvements and land acquisition were the mgor focus of the Mount Greylock Reservation Commission for the
firstthird of the 20th century. During that period, the summit remained a utUitarian placewith Uttie attention given to
landscgpe design or the provision of visitor faciUties like the summit houses found atop other magjor New England pesks.
Thissituation changed in 1931 when the Massachusettslegid ature was finaly persuaded to appropriate fundsfor two
new summit buUdings, providing $200,000 each for asummit lodge and awar memorid tower. Both replaced a series of
inadequiate faciUties that had been erected over the years, begiiming in 1875 in the case of the lodge, and 1830 in the case
of the tower. Thelodge had been an issue of particular concern to the Commission which had regularly criticized the
exiging faciUties as inadequate " patched-up makeshifts' that were "utterly unable to make the hospitable impression
which should belong to the Summit, the seet of the reservation." It may havebeen ahighly critical New York Times
editorial of January 30,1930 that finally caught the attention of the Massachusettslegidature and roused it to appropriate
fundsfor asuitable faciUty. Fittingly, the new summit house was named Bascom Lodge in honor of Commissoner
Basoom, its strongest and earhest advocate.

Despite the focus on the summit lodge, the war memoria tower was constmcted first. Unlike eertUer towers on the Site,
thisone had acommemorative as well as arecreationd function. Its primary purposewas to recognize the sacrifice of
Massachusetts men and women who had died in the sarvice of their country, and to represent the hope of alasting peece
Work on the granite memorial tower was completed in 1932 and it was dedicated in June 1933 before acrowd of 1,200.
The group included 35 senators and 37 representatives who drove in an automobile procession from Bogton. In addition,
the event was broadcast over NBC radio.

The Mount Greylock War Memorid isan excdJent representative of itstype, period, and style, that displays ahigh qualty
of design, materids, and workmanship. Unlike the other summit buUdings, itisdesigned in the severe and minimalist
architectural vocabulary of "Starved Classciam’”, astyle that reflected its solemn function. The gppropriateness of the
war memorial desgn was aptiy described by the North Adams Transcript which covered its dedication on June 30,1933

this great monument of granite blocks, mgged to harmonize with its surroundings yet not
lacking the reserve and dassic austerity required for its purposeas a memorid.

"Starved Classcian” isaterm coined by architectural historian Lois Craigin her 1978 book 77K Fedard Presace It
provides an apt description of the style that dominated the architecture of Federd, and some Sate, county, and municipal
buUdings, in the 1920s and 1930s (Craig 1978: 282) "Starved Classician" walked anarrow line between the opposing
forces of dassiciam and modernism. It'sdasscd origins gppeded to those who favored alofty and democratic
iconography, whUeits sparenessand severity gppeded to those who favored economy in pubhc buUding. Whle "Starved
Classicign” often drew scom from architects associated with the modem movement, it reflected modernist restiaint with
desgnsthat emphasized volumes and blank walls, and confined surface omament to smalJ aress of high vishiUty. The
dyle ds0 employed the geometric desgnsand didactic inscriptions associated with the Modeme style. AU of these
characterigics made"Starved Classciam” espedidly suitable for pubUc buUdings, and for commemorative ssmctureslike
the Mount Greylock War Memorial.

(continued)
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Thewar memoria was designed by Charles Donagh Maginnis principal in the long-Uved architectura firm of Maginnis &
Wash which opened an office in Bostonin 189%6. Thetwoorigina partners, Charles Donagh Maginnis (d. 1953), Timothy
Francis Wd sh (1868 -1934), werejoined by Matthew SulUvan (1868 -1938) in 1901, and practiced under the name
Maginnis, SulUvan & Walsh through the 1920s when SulUvan opened hisown office. Magiiuiis & Washremainedin
practice untU Wadh's degth in 1934, and Maginnis continued aone for severd additional years. Thefirm was nationaly
renowned as designers of Roman CathoUc churchesand other ingtitutional buUdings, having completed over 115
commissons around the country. Maginniswas personaly noted asthe nation's leading Roman CathoUc architect. Some
of the firm's mogt noteworthy projects include work for Boson ColUege and Worcester's Holy Cross CoUege (Alumni HalJ
194, CaUnHal 1922; Dinand Library 1927, KUnbelJ HalJ 1934), the Church of S. Catherine of Genoam SomervUIe, the
Loren Towle Edatein Newton (1925; NR 1990), severd buUdings for Bogon's Mattapan Chronic Diseese Hospital (1908 -
1913) and the Nationa Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington D. C. WhUe the firm was t>eg known for its
work in the Gothic Reviva style, they dso produced many fine buUdingsin the Classicd Reviva style. The Mt. Greylock
Wa Memoria istheir only known commemorative desgn in Massachusetts (MACRIS; Whithy)

Maginnis came to this country asan immigrant from Ireland. He entered the architectural profession asa gifted
draftsmanin the office of Edmund March Whedwright. Near the end of his distinguished career, he was awarded the
Gold Meda of the American Institute of Architects, the ingtitute's highest honor.

Congtmction of the tower focused attention on Greylock and reinforced the need for further improvementsto
accommodate the growing number of visitorsto the summit. |t thus set the sagefor the more extensive improvements
carried out by the CiviUan Conservation Corps.

CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS IMPROVEMENTS (1933 -1940)

The CiviUan Conservation Corps was crested in AprU 1933 by Presdent Franklin D. Roosavet to bring jobless young men
out into the country to buUd pubUc works and to improve the environment. The CCC was active in Massachusetts from
193310 1940. At the pesk of CCC operations, the satehad atotal of 51 camps enrolling 10000 men. |n Massachusetts the
CCC was respongble for mgjor improvements to mogt of the state's early forests and parks and for congtmction of many

of the sate's most distinguished recregtiond faciUties, anumber of which remain in usetoday. At Greylock, the CCC
buUt mogt of the extant features at the summit, and was d 0 responsible for improvements to the reservation's mgjor

roads and to the Sperry Road campground which Ues outside the district.

The CCC erahas been nationalJy recognized as an important period of rustic recreational development, rooted in the 19th
century American park movement, characterized by naturaigtic design principles, craftamanship and native materias. A
recent survey of CCC work in westem Massachusettsidentified work at Greylock asamong the CCC's most important
recregtiond projectsin the state, buUt under extremdy difficult conditions to creete permanent faciUties embodying the
spirit of CCC constmction.

(continued)
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In September 1933, the CCC 107th company was established a Mount Greylock in acamp on Sperry Road south of the
summit. Road repair and constmction were the CCC's first tasks at Greylock, folowed by surveying, mapping, timber
clearing and burning dash to prevent forest fires. The CCC dso made mgjor improvements to the two aooess roads
leading to the summit, particularly Notch Road. However, the CCC's greatest achievement a Greylock was the
development of recreational faciUties at the summit, virtuaUy &J of which remain in near original condition today.

The four contributing CCC-era buUdings within the Mount Greylock Summit NRHD and their assodiated structures and
landscape features conditute asigruficant aensemblethat clearly reflectsits placein history. Their Sgrdficance rets on
then abUity to convey the essence of agpecUic type, period, and style; thel high qualty of design, materids, and
workmanship; their variety; theld harmonious relationship to eech other and their surroundings, and their generaly high
integrity to the period of significance.

Three of the buUdings, Bascom Lodge, Thunderbolt Shdter, and the Summit Garage, epitomize the mgtic design ethic that
aosein late-19th century America, and cameto dominate the architecture of date and nationa parksin the 1920s and
1930s The underlying principles of that movement were rooted in gppreciation and respect for the natural environment.
That romantic viewpoint promoted integration of buUding and ste; and harmony lietween the manmade and the naturid.
Specific characteridics of the style that are reveded at Mount Greylock are discussed below.

One important factor is siting that conformsto topographic contours, takes advantage of views and vigtas, and preserves
existing vegetation, epedaly trees. Thisqualty is best represented by Basoom Lodge which hugs the southeast dope of
the summit and offers magiuficent panoramic views from its south sde verandah.

Another is use of rough-hewm native materids that repest the texture, color, and other agpects of their surroundings. The
large, uncut fieldstone boulders that form the foundations and some walls of &J three buUdings are the most prominent of
thosematerids. Othersinclude the timbers used for their wood frames, and the red somcee paneling found in Bascom
Lodge. A rdated quallty isthe use of prominent masonry beses with wooden dements aboveto echothe natural pattem
of rock and tree, and to preserve wooden membersfrom dampness.

Reiteration of materials and design dements to integrate buUdings of varying scale and function is another agpect of mstic
park design. Bascom Lodge, Thunderbolt Shdter, and the Summit Garage condtitute such agroup that istied together by
the prominent use of massve uncut fieldstone boulders and an overal smpUcity of design. The continued use of
fieldstonein the landscapein the form of walls further enhances the relationship of buUdings to eech other and to then
Ste.

Severd additional quallties are related to the arrangement of interior oaces One isthe inclusion of generous verandahs,
banks of windows, and other viewing aress in primary goeces. Another isflowing interior goaoes arranged o that
primary Uving aress havethe best views. A third isincorporation of massve stone fireplaces and high tmssed ceilings.
AU of these qudities are wel represented by Basoom Lodge with its banks of south facing windowsin the verandah and
dining room its large flowing Uving areas, and itstrussed dining room ceiling.

(continued)
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Bascom Lodge and its compaiuon buUdings were designed by Pittsfield architect Josgph M cArthur Vance (1868 -
12/14/1948). Vance was anoted regional architect who trained at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. After
graduating in 1891 he established an office in Pittsfield where he practiced for fifty years. Vance designed awide variety
of bulding types. Pittsfield commissions include the Regigtry of Deeds (1928), the First Baptist Church, the Colonia
Thestre (1903), and the Church of Christ Scientist. Elsawhere inthe BerkdhUes and Massachusdtts, he designed the
fashionable Aspinwall Hotel in Lenox (destroyed by fUe 1935), the Mahaiwe Block (1904) and Thester (1905) in Gregt
Barrington, the Lee Library (1907), and the Practicad Arts BuUdmg at Fitchburg State ColUege (1909). (Withey 1970: 615 -
616, from Bogton Herald obit 12/15/1948; MACRIS)

The landscape design assodiated with the Greylock summit improvements made by the CCC  foUows the same principles
& the architectural improvements. Indeed integration of architectura, landscgpe and engineering dementsisa primary
characterigtic of CCC design and construction. Many design decisons were mede by an ondite supervisor in consultation
with aregiona CCC ingpector. Thomas Desmond, alandscape architect from Simsbury, Connecticut prepared
preUminary sketchesfor the layout of the summit. Littie isknown about Desmond, athough he may have beeninvolved
in the design of the Pentagon grounds i n Washington.

At Greylock as dsewhere, providing aocess to the mgged mountain areafor forestry and recregtional use was one of the
CCC's highest priorities. AU four of Greylock's mgjor roads. Notch Road, RockwelJ Road, Sperry Road and Summit Road
were improved by the CCC to some extent. The constmction, basad on stringent federal government specifications, was
designed to provide asoUd road bese and to reduce seasond storm dameage by use of drainage stmcturesto channd
water awvay from the road bed. WhUe these roadswere mostiy functional in nature, the CCC aso recognized then
important recregtiond role, possibly influenced by the growing automobUe parkway movement of the period. The CCC
opened up vidas in key aress (particularly a higher devations), creasted soaruc overlooks, buUt spruce guard rails for
safety and supported slegp road edges with soneretainingwalls. Theroadway design reinforced the dramatic gpproach
to the summit, heightened the drama of arrival and carefuly shaping the visua experience through acarefuly contioUed
squence of views. Use of natural materids reinforced the overa) aesthetic.

At the summit, the circulation sysem was the primary organizing festure of the landscape design, channeling
automobUes safely along Summit Roed into aone-way road loop ending at the gentiy curving summit parking lot. The
parking lot is an outstanding example of skillful design of ardlatively mundanefesture. Literaly blasted into the
surrounding stone, it is artfuly designed/sited  to both contain and screen carsfrom the surrounding landscape. This
smple device kegps carsout of sight within a designated area, greatiy enhancing visitor enjoyment of the rest of the
summit with minimal intmsion of autornobUes on the scene. Secondary parking aress near the garage and a the rear of
Bascom Lodge are d 0 tucked out of site of mgjor pedestrian aress and scauc viewsheds, Pathslink the mgjor summit
dedtinations — War Memorial, Bascom Lodge and parking lot, again defining circulation routes to minimize impacts on
the surrounding natural landscape. Although less visible than some of the other CCC improvements, the summit
drainage sysem was part of the overa) design and iUudtiates the importance of good engineering, particularly on a
chalJenging site which must endure extreme climatic conditions.

(continued)
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The CCC was d0 responsble for anumber of trails around the summit including the Thunderbolt Ski TralJ, which mns
from the summit down the eestem side of the mountain. Thistrail was recognized in the 1930s as one the premier
dowvmhUl ski mns in the United States, Site of the 1935 and 1936 United States Eagtem Amateur Ski Association
championships. Stegp and dangerous, it isgiU conddered an expert ski tralJ although it israrely used because it lacks the
convenience of modem Ufts. A recent book about Greylock summarized the importance of the Thunderbolt Tral.

"The Thunderbolt would play avital part in the early history of skiingin America Many of the sport's
pioneerstackled it, setting records and learning important lessons about skiing from the tralJ's twddts and
tums.” (MEM: 67-8)

POST-1940 CHANGE

After World War 11, the recurring theme of conflict between conservation of aunique natural resource and economic
exploitation of the mountain aroseagain. The Mount Greylock Protective Association was formed to oppose logging
operations in the reservation and later opposed creation of alarge ski resort featuring atramway on the easterm dope of
the mountain. From the beginning, the tripartite administrative arrangementsfor the reservation had created problems.
The statewas responsible for land acquisition, the county for operating costsand three commissioners for setting poUcy.
In 1966 after many yearsof court and legidative batties over proposed usss for Greylock, administration of the reservation
was transferred from the county to the state Department of Natural Resources, the dUect predecessor of the Department
of EnvUonmental Management which currentiy manages the property. Proposasto develop lands adjacent to the
reservation for intensive recreationd use have continued to generate heated local discussion.

Thesummit district retainsavery high degree of integrity to its gppearance a the end of the period of sgnificance (1940).
Contributing features have generalJy survived with minimal ateration, and remarkably few recent ssmctures have
intmded on historic character. The few losses of any importance include &J the gomceguard rails, portions of the
retaining walJ dong Summit Road and someof the fittingsfrom Thunderbolt Shelter. Major non-contributing resources
located within the district include communication towers and sstdUte disheslocated at the summit sincethe 1940s aswelJ
& temporary fiberglass restrooms to accommodate increased need for toUe faciUties. There have d o been minor
modifications to accommodate modern automobUes and increased traffic.

In preparation for the June 1998 centennid of the reservation, the Department of Environmental Management hes
initiated a program of ste improvements aimed at preserving the integrity of the summit and itsindividual features whUe
a0 enhancing the visitor experience. The War Memorid isundergoing a magjor rehabiUtation to repair damaged

masonry and to improve drainage; Basoom Lodge hes had aseriesof ongoing repairs, primarUy directed at upgrading
aging irifrastmcture and utiUties; and rehabiUtation of Thunderbolt Shdter isadso planned. Landscape improvements
include path rehabiUtation, including improved accessibiUty and the addition of new signageand outdoor interpretive
exhibits. DEM has sought the advice of welU-qualified preservation professonas to ensurethat the historic character of
the Greylock summit is respected and preserved.

(continued)
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Historic archaeological resources described above havethe potentia to provide additional documentation and detailed
examples of land use for aprominent naturd landmark which played an important role inthe recreationd, literary,
scientific and conservation related growth of Massachusettsfrom the 19 through 20™ centuries. Additional
documentary research combined with archaeologica survey, mapping and testing can accurately reconstmct pattems of
trangportation and land use which actually begen in the late 18" century and continued throughout the districts period of
significance. Thistype of research can a0 determine the extent to which stmctura and feature type survivalsremain
fi-om the saverd huts and smctures built in the summit areathroughout this period. Detailed analyss of potentia
gmctural remains and occupationa related features(trash deposits) from the 1875 summit house or hut can provide
actud examples of the conditions, including equipment, foodsand activities which characterized 19" and early 20th
century outdoor recreationa exploration and the growth of such organizations as the Appaachian Mountain Club.
Archaeologica evidence can dso be present from stmctural remains, particularly from the towers, and artifactsin refuse
depostswhich provide information on the growth of methods and technology in meteorological science and their
application on the summit of Mount Greylock. Accurate reconstruction of 19" century land use in the summit areg,
including eech of the above sources, combined with similar knowledge for 20M century and CCC redlated land use can
provide adetailed view of land conservation and the history of Satereservations in Massachusetts. The above
information can a0 be used as abackground sourcefor the interpretation of severd of the 19V and 20th century literary
works and authors which used the Mount Greylock locde as a source of subject material and inspiration.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Boundary Description

Beginning at the intersection of Overlook Trail and Notch Road north of the summit, the boundary extends south and
west dong Notch Road to the intersection with Rockwell Road, running 100 feet north and west of the roadway. Near the
junction of Notch Road and Rockwell Road the boimdary jogs west to include the uimamed pond immediately west of the
intersection, running roughly 25 feet distant from the pond edge. The boundary continues eesterly and northerly dong
Summit Road, nmning 100 feet south and eedt of the roadway, imtil Summit Road reaches the intersection with the
Appalachian Trail. From there, the boundary extends north and dightly esst in adirect lineto the intersection of Notch
Roed and Overlook Trail, the begiiming point of the boimdary.

Boundary Jugtification

The boimdary encompasses the major built features, unique ecologica zone and upper portions of the historic roadways
and trailsassodated with use of the summit snce 1830. In the remotewooded areg, itisdso clearly defined on the
ground by extant resources. The boundary includes aportion of the original 400 acres acquired by the Greylock Park

Asociation in 1885. The original acreegewas not conddered an appropriate boundary because doesnot correspond
directly with extant resources, isdifficult to locate on the ground and does not relate directly to historic use of the

property.

Acresge

120 acres

(end)
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District Data Shet

HISTORIC NAME LOCATION DATE
Mt.Greylock War Memoria Adams 1930-33
Bascom Lodge Adams ca 1932-7
Thunderbolt Shdlter Adams ca 1937
Summit Garage Adams ca 1940
Pump House Williamstown ca 1940s
Summit Landscegpe Adamsg/Williamstown ca 1930s
Notch Road (portion) Adams/Williamstown ca 1860
Sxmmiit Road Adams/Williamstown ca 1900
Old Summit Road (Overlook Trail) Adams ca 1830s
Appaachian Trail (portion) Adams/Region 1928
Thimderbolt Ski Trail (portion) Adams 1934-6
Summit Parking Lot Adams 1930s
Retaining Wall a Parking Lot Adams 1930s
Sone Wall a Garage Adams ca 1940
Unnamed Pond Williamstown ca 1912
Drainege Syst./Retention Basin Adams/Williamstown 1930s
Tdevison Building and Tower Admns ca 1950s
DEP Air Monitoring Station Adams ca 1980s
State Police Building Adams ca 197/0s
Communications Tower Adams post 1940
Feddgone Walls, EntranceCircle  Adams ca 1980s
Number of Resourceswithin Property
Contributing Non Contributing

5 2 Buildings

1 Stes

10 Structures

16 Total

(end)
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER G- H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QN RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Mount Greylock Summt Historic District
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE £ GONTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Berkshire
DATE RECEl VED: 3/ 13/ 98 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: 3/ 23/ 98

DATE GF 16TH DAY: 4/ 08/ 98 DATE GF 45TH DAY: 4/ 27/ 98
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST

REFERENCE NUMBER 98000349
NCM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS N
OHR N PDIL: N PER D N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED, N
REQUEST: N SAWMPLE N SLR DRAFT: Tf- NATI ONAL: N
GOMMENT VAl VER N

NATEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CRI TERI A_
REVI EVER fiMIA. DI SCI PLI NE

TELEPHONE DATE
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N see attached SLR Y/ N
































































































The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwesalth
ro 17,1998 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Mt. Greylock Surhmit Historic District, Adams/Williamstown (Berkshire Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board congideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachuseits Historical Conmiission

endosure

cc. Paer C. Webber, Commissoner, MA Dept. of Enviromtientd Manegamat
Parice Kish, Dept. of Environmentd Manegamat
Wady Pearl, Dept. of Environmental Manegamat
Eugane Michdenko, Char, Adams Historicd Commisson
Charles Boneti, Chair, Williamstown Higtorical Commisson
Josph R Leferve, ., Char, Adams Board of SHedmen
Margaret Johnson Ware, Chair, Williamstown Board of Sdedmen
Shay Paoe Bag, Presarvation Conaultant
Candace Jenking, Presarvation Conauitant

220 Morrissev Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
'Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website:  www.magnet.state ma.us/sec/mhc



