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Svansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 1035 Gardner's Neck Road 

Historic Name Samuel Gardner House 

Use: Present Residence 

Original Farmhouse, residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1768 

Source Bristol County Registry of Deeds 

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood shingles 

Outbuildinos none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

1-story north ving (early 19th century?) 

Condition good 

irm REFERENCE 19 316820 4621140 

L'SGS QUADRANGLE ^^^^ River, MA-RI 1967/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Moved no Date 

less than one acre Acreage 

Setting Located behind a property sited  

on Gardner's Neck Road off a private drive.  

Original farmstead on Neck nov surrounded 

by nev (most 20th-cent.) homes. 

Recorded by L. Fayan Jr./K. Flynn/K. Brocmer  

Organization Svansea Historical Commission  

Date May 1978/January 1986/October 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Samuel Gardner House, 1035 Gardner's Neck Road, is significant as a well-
preserved late 18th-century cape associated v i t h the early settlement of 
Gardner's Neck in South Ŝ ânsea. The house retains integrity of location, 

"V. design, materials, vorkmanship, and association and meets Criteria A and C on 
the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGMIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

. . This 1^-story cape with gambrel roof, central brick chimney, and double-pile 
plan is a good example of typical 18th-century farmhouse construction in 

' •' Swansea. The heavy gabled hoods of the three facade dormers and the one-story 
north ving are 19th-century additions; these and the 5/5 sash i l l u s t r a t e the 
repairs and upgrading the farmhouse sustained v i t h continual use. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Exolain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This section of Swansea, or Mattapoiset, vas vildemess vhen Samuel Gardner 
of Nevport (and later Freetown) and his partner Ralph Chapman bought the land 

'̂̂  ' • for fel700 from the Rev. Ebenezer Brenton in 1593. Rev. Brenton vas the son 
of the f i r s t English land-ovner vho had purchased Mattapoiset from the Indians 
in 1664. Gardner and Chapman divided the land betveen them, v i t h Gardner 

• settling the southem half of the neck located betveen the Cole and Lee's Rivers. 

Gardner deeded parts of his farm to his sons when they came of age. Samuel 
Gardner (the son) received the northerly portion of his father's farm" and ;, 
bui l t this house after marrying Elizabeth Anthony in 1757. The couple had 
13 children. The younger Samuel vas later knovn as "Upper Sam" after his 
nephev, also Samuel (son of Peleg Gardner), received farmland immediately 
south frcHti his own father. "Lower Sam" b u i l t a house at the present 1443 G. N. Road. 

The Gardner family was responsible for much of the 18th and early 19th-century 
development of Gardner's Neck, including construction of at least five houses 
along Gardner's Neck Road, the spine. The area remained largely farmland u n t i l 
1855, vhen the Fall River & Warren Railroad constructed a station on the Neck, 
precipitating the construction f i r s t of summer houses and then of suburban 
homes by the early 20th century. The cape at 1035 Gardner's Neck Road is a 
survival of the limited 18th-century settlement. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

'• ' Bristol County Registry of Deeds, Fall River District. 
• ; Pierce, Helen, ed. Swansea Tercentenary 1657-1967. Swansea, MA, 1967. 
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11. First Baptist Church and Society -Entered In lYeeyex AAA^^^-^*^^-'—f^y<^^A^Afd 
Hatlonal EagletaT 

Attest 

12. Gardner, Francis L., House ^^^^^^Ee«ietei ^f^^per {AAj^^^^^^'v-^^^A^^^ '^^A^i 

. 4- r.-.-' ir> Attest 

Batiooai*««*^ / ^ 7 4 J Ay.. 
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A t t e s t 

18. Johnson, J . V . , House ^g^g/gStClA JU^laf ^^-jj^Keeper 

19. Luther House 

A t t e s t 

20. Luther's* Corner j^jxterea i-f^ -pfee^er ^yA^^-^-^-^-^'-^J^^T^^ 

national V 
A t t e s t 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Gardner, Samuel, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Swansea MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, B r i s t o l 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/02/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/1^/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/01/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/16/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000068 
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OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
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count resource type 
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DESCRIPTION 

arc h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
materials 
descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 
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sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 
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PROPERTY MAP 

TOWN OF SWANSEA 
_BRISTOL COUNTY . MASSACHUSETTS p ^ L . ^ ^ 

JAMES W. S E W A L L COMPANY O L D TOWN. M ^ N E ' 
SCALE 1 INCH = t o o i FEET , 0 8 A.*S!;>W1H0 PimKWKS ONl.Y / , A 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000296 


