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The Trenton Battle Monument is a triumphal column of 
granite 150 feet high. It is of the Roman Doric order with 
a large base decorated with accanthus leaves. The capital 
has a ring of stars surmounted by egg and dart molding, with 
a large abacus which forms an observation platform with a 
railing. The column is surmounted by a small round pavilion 
which gives access to the platform. The pavilion is sur­ 
mounted by an accanthus leaf pedestal, with a statue of 
George Washington, right arm outstretched. The statue was 
carved by William R. O'Donovan. The column rests upon a 
heavy plinth which in turn rests upon a high, 2 state, 
pedestal. The upper stage is of ashlar with gauge molding 
on top, ogee molding at the bottom and bronze cast plaques 
on 3 sides. The plaques are reproductions of ones which 
were made by Thomas Eakins and Karl H. Niehaus. The plaques 
depict Washington crossing the Delaware, the opening of the 
Battle of Trenton, and the surrender of the Hessians. The 
fourth side has a memorial inscription. The lower stage of 
the pedestal is a heavily rusticated block with a central 
entrance door flanked by a pair of bronze statues of con­ 
tinental soldiers.

Originally, access to the observation platform was 
obtained by means of an iron ladder. Subsequently an Otis 
elevator was installed. The monument is reputed to rest 
upon the site of Washington's main gun emplacement, at the 
battle.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The monument commemorates the American success at the 
Battle of Trenton in December 1776. It was designed by John 
H. Duncan, FAIA, the architect of Grant's Tomb. Its monu- 
mentality, together with its thick, barrel like porportions, 
mark it as an early example of the Beaux Arts Style in 
America.

The statue of Washington was carved by William R. 
O'Donovan a noted 19th century sculptor of monuments, busts 
and base reliefs in the New York State area. He was one of 
the four founders of the Title Club, and the sculptor of the 
equestrian statues of Lincoln and Grant, for the Soldiers 
and Sailors Arch, Propect Park, New York. He also carved 
the Bayard Taylor Monument at Cornell University.

The bronze plaques around the base were made by Thomas 
Eakins an artist of national importance. Recently they were 
moved to the State Museum, and replaced by exact castings. 
Although the castings are not original, they cannot truly be 
considered fakes. Because of the nature of Bronze casting, 
both the originals and the castings represent the artist's 
work in equal measure.

Agitation to erect a monument to the succescat Trenton, 
at "Five Points" began as early as 1843. It was a half-a- 
century, however, before the monument became a reality.

General Garrett D. Wall first advanced the suggestion 
which resulted in the formation of the "Trenton Monument 
Association". In 1859 the name was changed to the "New 
Jersey Monument Association". Subscriptions totalling 
$11,000 were obtained, but the project languished until 1884 
when the association was incorporated as the "Trenton Battle 
Monument Association". In 1886 property at "Five Points"
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was acquired by direction of the association. To accomplish 
the erection of a suitable memorial/ the New Jersey Legis­ 
lature appropriated $15,00, Congress $30,000, and $15,000 
was contributed by the citizens of the State. With the 
funds at hand, work was commenced on the Battle Monument in 
October 1891.

The cornerstone was laid on December 26, 1891, on the 
115th anniversary of the Battle of Trenton. On October 19, 
1893, the 112th'anniversary of the surrender at Yorktown, 
the monument was dedicated with elaborate ceremonies. 
Hilary A. Herbert, then Secretary of the Navy, represented 
the President of the United States and the ceremonies were 
attended by the governors of eight of the thirteen original 
states.

Because the Trenton Battle Monument contains the work 
of two major American artists, and because it was designed 
by a locally significant architect, it warrants inclusion in 
the National Register of Historic Places.
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