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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Georgetown Loop lies in the alpine valley between the mining
towns of Georgetown and Silver Plume, This area comprises a
National Historic Landmark and is listed in the National Register
as an historic district.

intended to haul smlver ore of the area. However, the ride
proved to be extremely popular with tourists from Denver and as
many as five trips a day were made up and down the valley.

The term "loop" is derived from the fact that the railroad bed
forms several turns on itself in order to negotiate the 600 feet-
plus difference in elevation between Georgetown and Silver Plume.
In all the 12 mile straight-line distance is covered by some

4 % mi]es of railroad grade.

The railroad was dismantled in 1939 and all that remains today

are the grade cuts and the masonry bridge supports. Highway I-70
passes nearby but does not intercept the railroad at any point.
The State Historical Society of Colorado owns much of the property
ardd is in the process of restoring both the railroad and the

early mining tunnels in the same location,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Georgetown Loop Railroad was one of the Victorian tourist attractions
which was rivalled only by excursions to the Pikes Peak summit. It was
likewise, an engineering feat of the day; comnnecting the two silver

miniggmpgyps of Georgetown and Silver Plume with the world east of the
Rockies.

In the same area, are located two of the
earliest silver mines in the Rockies- the Lebanon and the Everett tunnels,
Higher up on the slope, on the east, was the Argentine tunnel, another
vastly rich mine which helped rescue Colorado from a slumping economy.

The road grade, the dry wall construction and a few of the original
buildlngs are still visible in the Loop. The roadbed itself is in good
conidition but the remaining brmdge abuttments will require stabilization
in order to support weight. The state of Colorado will restore the area,
train and all, to its original condition as the Georgetown Loop Historic
Mining Area, an historic interpretive site. At present, the state is
negotiating with the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management

to include the land from ridge line to ridge line as the north-south
limits, It is proposed herein, however, to nominate only the roadbed
between town limits, as shown on the enclosed map.

To date, only the bridge abuttments and parts of the roadbed grade are
discerngble. The Silver Plume station remains intact; the Georgetown
depot has been privately converted to a restaurant. Except for—a Tew"
cabins, etc. the valley has grown over with vegatation.




"Special Site Report on Georgetown Loop Mining District, Clear Creek
County, Colorado" by San Francisco Service Center, National Park Service,

U.S.D.I. July, 1966, o
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NAME AND TITLE:

Susan A. Nieminen, Assistant to the Director

ORGAN!ZATION N DATE

State Historical Society of Colorado 10-19-70

STREET AND NUMBER:

200 Fourteenth Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: E STATE CODE
_Denver ‘ o Colorad 08

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set czf\ f ? ,/M,é['(—'t\

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

h by t i k Service. Th ded
forth by the National Park Service © recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Hlstor[c Prese tion
level of significance of this nomination is: DEC 1 8 1970
National State ] ocal [T}
Date
Name {forr .
ATTEST:

Stephen H., Hart
TitleColorado State Liaison Officer

Date 23 October 1970 Date
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