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7.

DESCRtPTION
(Check One)

Excellent *  Good (3 Fair e Deteriorated Q Ruins e Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One; (Check One;
Altered *  Unaltered n  Moved El Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Martin House, ¢. 1799, sits el egantly atop Chestnut Hill in Seekonk,

overl ooki ng a | andscape of gently~rollingfarm and and t he Pal ner River.
A fine exanpl eof an el egant Federal mansion, it is five bayswi de.
Oiginally all clapboard, it is howcoveredon two sidesw thwhite clap-
board and on two ot her sideswith Wite shingles, it is toppedby ahip

roof with one chimmey set in fromeither side. The house foundation and
entrancesteps are granitefacedw th brownstone. The mai n frame of t he
house i s made up & handhewn 7" x 7" pegged oak nmenbers; t he 3"x4" studding
istenonedintothemin frameat 20" intervals, andthebracing is
norticedand tenonedintothe najor uprights. A

The house has been altered considerably on theexterior. | n1880 a covered
veranda was added on t heeast side. At thesame time, therear entrance
with pediment and fluted pilasters was renmoved so that a kitchen el | could
be added on thenorth side. The el | was designed i nt heFederal style
with a gable roof and two dormers. | t i stwo bays deep, three bays long,
and i squoined at thecorners.Also i n1880 theoriginal sixover siX

wi ndow sashes were changed t otwo over two, t heshutters were renmoved from
all but thefacade, and shingle replaced clapboard on theeast and north
el evations.

In 1977 seven original dormers and an 18' square monitor were renmoved from
the roof along with t heChinese Chippendale style ballustrade. The. elegant
roof entablature consists of Geek fretwork topped by shallow flared
brackets and a boxed cornice. The hi proofed front entrance porch i snade
up of two Doric colums and fluted pilasters with Geek fretwork and dentils
running along theporch cornice. The six-panelled door i stopped by a
fanlight, and a handsone Pal | adian window i slocated above t he porch,
lighting thestairwell. All of thefacade windows and t heground floor

wi ndows of t heother elevations aretopped by straight wooden keystoned
lintels.

The interior, which has remained intact, has theconventional floor plan of
a central hall with eight rooms. The interior woodwork reveals superb
craftsmanship. Al | doors areeight-panelled as aretheinterior shutters
for al | thew ndows. The mantel pi eces, though they vary i n decoration,
reveal a delicate workmanshi p and a common el egance. Particularly
noteworthy aretheparlor and dining roommantels with their fluted pilas-
ters, scalloped medallions, fluted and dentiled cornices, and raised
panelling. Cornice mouldings and chair-rails throughout thehouse are
Chinese influenced, combining scroll, cross, fluted, and dentil carving.
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| SIGWFrCANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian! . 16th Century g] 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century + 17th Century H  19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (/lylppl/icab/e and Knoivn; cl.7 99 and 1880

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCheck One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ 1 Education A Political 1 1 Urban Planning
1 | Prehistoric I | Engineering . Religion/Phi- . Other (Specify;
Historic I 1 Indusfry losophy
I 1 Agriculture I | Invention [73 Science
§ Architecture | t Landscape I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture I 1 Social/Human-
I I Commerce r~i  Literature itarian
I I Communications . Military I | Theater
11 Conservation Music I 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

O t heeast side of Chestnut Hill, surrounded by farm and and overl ooking
the Palmer River, stands themagnificent hone of Simeon Martin. The

1799 house i sarchitecturally significant not only because i ti sa city
mansion i na rural farm setting, but because i ti stheonly Federal
mansi on i nSeekonk. Mst of theelegant exterior woodwork and all of the
interior woodwork have been preserved, and theinterior cornice andchair-
rail moul dings have been sited by Antoinette Downing as unique tothis
house.

Historically, thehouse i ssignificant because both Sineon Martin and hi s
father were involved i nstate and local government, Silvanus as a Rehoboth

sel ectman and Sinmeon as t he Lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island. | n 1799
Simeon Martin returned from service i nt heRevolutionary Vér and began
a political career i n Newport,R 1. | nthe sane year, he went t oRehoboth

(which becane Seekonk i n1812) and built hi s house on thefami |y property
where he had grown up. His father, Silvanus Martin, whose house was
dismantled i ntheearly 20th ¢, had been a gentleman farmer and sel ect man
of Rehoboth f or twenty years.

VWhile thearchitect and craftsmen of t heMartin House areunknown, it is
likely that Sineon brought them from Newport, as t hehouse resenbles, i n
style and detail, many other Federal mansions i nNewport. | ti salso
unknown why Martin built such an el egant Federal mansion i nthefarm area
of Rehoboth. Perhaps he di dnot anticipate a long political career i n
Newport, but nevertheless, Martin di dspend t henext seventeen years i n
political service i nNewport, renting thehouse out t ohisbhrothers i n the
meanwhi | e.

During theperiod 1799-1819, Sinmeon Martin held theoffices of Adjutant
CGeneral and Major General of theState of Rhode Island. From 1794 t o
1819 he served as a trustee of thecorporation of Brown University. I n
1808 he was elected t ot he Lieutenant Governorship, and he sustained this
office until 1816. | n 1816 he retired from thepolitical arenaand
returned t ot he Seekonk mansion with hisfamly. H lived as agentleman
farmer on theproperty until hisdeath i n 1819.



9 MNARB BLI GE3APH CAL REFERENCES

1. Arnold, Vital Records of Rehoboth.

2. Martin,Henry T.,Geneology and History of theMartin Famly of New
Engl and, 1880.

3. Registry of Deeds, Taunton, Mass. '

4.Silvanus Martin's last will and testament. "'

ie. CEOEAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANC LONGI'" IDE COORDINATES
DEEINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING Thli I.ti%T:iR POIN | OF A PrtOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER LATITU DE LONGI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds pDegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
N\N 41 ° 48 ' ' o ' "
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COUNTY: '\m 29 1974
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LGSTER

11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Mndy Arbo forElizabeth Aradon, State .gnrvty pir»r-tor

ORGANI ZATION

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER;

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Boston $617)727-8470 Massachusetts 02108 025
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER” CfeRTIFfCATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

| hereby certify that this property is included in the

IeveI Of Significance Of thIS nomination iS' Director, Office ol Archeology and  Historic Preservation
Rational -« State Local |3 — e S
Djt
Name
Swre Le/ohn F.X.Davoren ATTEST
Bectetary of the Commonwealth
Titlernrnri™matAl Massachusetts Histori-
cal Commission
Date Date

«tt U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1
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March 21, 1974

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C. Streets, N W

VWashi ngt on, D. C. 20240

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear Charles:

Encl osed arethree National Register submssions forthefollowi ng properties:

1. Seekonk, Martin House, Bristol County,

2. Medfield, First Parish Unitarian.Church, Norfolk County,
3. Milton," Hol brook House. Norfol k Coxinty.

These have been declared eligible for submssion by the Massachusetts Histor-
ical Commi ssion, theState Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary of
the Commonweal th John F. X. Davoren, Chai rnman of t he Massachusetts Historical
Cormmi ssion and designated t heState Liason Officer.

Pl ease note that theproperties covered by these subm ssions aret obe included
in our 1975 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate your pro-
cessing these nomnations promptly. Please | et us know i f any other informa-
tion i s needed.

Sincerely,

Eli zabet h Anmadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmmi ssion

B=A na
encl osures



ENTRIES I NTIIE NATIONAl - RKG STER

MASSACUUSETTS
STATE

Date Entered MY 2

Nare Location
The Stcaeshlp KOBSUk Uancucket
| aatucket County
Cl«pp Houses Boston (Dorchester)
Suffol k County
Savyer Builiilng Bost on
Suffol k County
Hsrtin Haose Seekonk
Klug' a Chepel Burying Ground Bristol County
Bost on
Court Square Uieeorle District Suffol k County
Sprinpfleld

Uaopdcn County

Also Notified State Historic Preservation Officer

i uon. John F.S. Davorac
I_brrll* EEOIdv\V\la,{ﬂrr IE"/ Klétrr%%k.dy Secretary of the CoD&nweal th
[lout Carry Q Studds Chal taaa, Massachuaetts dlstorlcal
hos. John J. Koakl ey Coaal ssl on
Uon. Harfiarct M Heckler 40 beaconSt.
Uon. Kdward P. iiolaad Bost on. Massachusetts 02108

Bstlonal Director* North
Atlantic Region

MVbtt/ row 5/ 3/ 74





