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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This 6-story office and theatre building reflects similar comstruction and
composition of commercial structures built throughout the United States in
the early part of the 20th century. The influence of the "Chicago School
is quite evident in this building with its strong rhythm of structural bays
and openings which become mere panels between the vertical and horizontal
members. The building also follows the compositional lines of tall build-
ings as exemplified in the works of Louis Sullivan.

The Spreckles building contains similar elements found in Chicago's Audi-
torium Building, designed by Adler and Sullivan in 1887-89, a noteworthy
example of a multifunction building. As in the Chicago example, the
Spreckles Theatre is enveloped within the main structure of the building,
but is a separate formal and functional entity.

The beautiful Baroque theater is esPecially noteworthy. Its space is unen-
cumbered by pillars or columns which would interfere with the lines of
sight. The auditorium measures 88' x 76' with a stage of 88' x 52'. The
seating capacity was 1915, specified by John D. Spreckles to his architect,
Harrison Albright, to commemorate the opening of the Panama Canal and the
upcoming Pan-American Exposition of 1915. The orchestra had 768 seats, the
balcony 428, the family circle 294, and the gallery 425. All parts of the
theatre, including balconies have separate exits into the streets, inde-
pendent of the office spaces. All exits were within 18' of each 100

people in the theatre. The building was provided with the ultimate in
mechanical equipment for heating and ventilating. Fireproofing was given
careful attention. Not only was the theatre functionally independent of
the rest of the building, but also was separated by heavy concrete fire-
proof walls. A heavy steel and asbestos curtain separated any stage fires
from the rest of the building.

The decorative motifs of the building are in the Baroque style. Allegorical
painting, over the proscenium arch depicts Neptune bringing prosperity to
San Diego. Paintings also exist in the main auditorium, ceiling with a
large medallion depicting dawn and four smaller medallions with motifs of
"air", "water", "earth", and "fire", executed by Emil T. Mazy of Los Angeles
Pedrora onyx was used in finishing the walls, éwfliﬁgs, stairways and lobby.
The auditorium was resplendent with marble statuary, intricate carvings
(all in ivory and gold) and crystal chandeliers.

The building was constructed of a steel reinforced concrete frame with
concrete panel infills and concrete slab floors.

There are 8" clay tile walls within the office building. The building was
designed to be fireproof and earthquake proof, in accordance with engineerin
practices of the period.
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The building is basically unaltered; however, there has been a certain amount
of change, especially at the ground level with modernization of commercial
rental space and the present movie theatre use of the auditorium. Attempts
have been made to keep the building maintained. Partial restoration was
undertaken in 1964. While the building lacks some of its former grandeur,

it could easily be brought back to its former glory.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Spreckles Building and Theatre, designed by Harrison Albright, were
destined to play an important role in the cultural development of the
City of San Diego. It was commissioned by John D. Spreckles in 1911 to
commemorate the opening of the Panama Canal and the upcoming Pan-American
Exposition to be held in San Diego in 1915. Construction was completed
in 1912 at a cost of $1 million. The building is significant because it
exptésses the "coming of age" of San Diego with the creation of a building
following the precedents founded in the Chicago school. While the archi-
tectural details differ from its probable model, the Auditorium Building,
the concept is the same. An office building surrounds the theatre which
is a functional entity in itself. The Spreckles Theatre was lauded for
its fine acoustics by the eminent San Diego architect, Irving Gill, and
it is still considered the finest in acoustic qualities 3T #hy duditorium
or theatre in San Diego.

The building reflects its period in San Diego and American architectural
development. It was embellished in the Baroque style, significant because
it dates a few short years before the 1915 exposition and had not yet been
influenced by the Spanish Revival style which was so strong in the south-
west after that date. Emil T. Mazy's allegorical paintings in oil are
among the finest in Southern California.

The theatre was the magnificent setting for many of San Diego's cultural
events. The list of prominent artists (See listing attached) in the
entertainment field who appeared at the Spreckles is myriad. It is amazing
that a town the size of San Diego could provide and support such a cul-
tural palace. The building is notable not only for its quality but for
being one of the first efforts made in San Diego of bringing the best that
money could buy in the form of artists, builders, etc., from other parts

of the United States. This is a significant fact to subsequent San Diego
development, and a precedent which set the architectural quality for many
later structures.




Board, by Joan Middaugh, 1971.

MacPhail, Elizabeth C., "The Story of New San Diego and of its
Founder Alonzo E. Horton", 1969.

Research report of the Downtown Committee of the Historic Sites
(Attached)
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