
Aju na * tx^ 
FORM A - AREA SURVEY ^ 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'̂  
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Rolls 5 & 8 

Form numbers in this area Area no. 

1- Town Worr.ftSt.P.T^ 

Name of area (if any) May S t r ee t -

N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r D i s t r i c t 

3. General date or period 1867-1896 

4. Is area uniform (explain): 

in style? no (mixed V i c t o r i a n ) 

in condition? no (poor t o e x c e l l e n t ) 

in type of ownership? yes ( p r i v a t e ) 

in use? yes ( r e s i d e n t i a l ) 

5, Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. 

Area s t r add l e s maps li^O £; 1i].1 on which i t i s l a b e l l e d li^O-A and 
li^-O-A r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

(over) 

6. Recorded by S. Lee, B.R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization Wore, Her i tage Pres . Soc, 

Date December 1977 

OTK' 

5M-2-75-R061465 



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; 

The May Street - National Register D i s t r i c t includes properties 
on both sides of May Street extending from #29 to #^1 on the street's 
south side and from #30 to r^kh on the street's north side. Boundaries 
f o r the area were selected to include the street's densest group 
of free-standing, V i c t o r i a n houses,, lOcatfed on a s l i g h t r i s e . 
East of the area i s modern construction while west of the area are 
smaller V i c t o r i a n and twentieth-century cottages and "three-deckers." 
North and south boundaries are formed by rear l o t l i n e s . Included 
i n the d i s t r i c t are the houses i n Worcester Assessors' Book 6, pp, 
23 (Lots 5, 6, 26, 1|2, k3 « i]-9), 21]. (Lots 9 & 10), 36 (Lots 20 & 25), 
and 38 (Lots 2, 26, 30, 31, k-3, 1̂4 & 49): 

Street # 1st knox̂ m owner (occupation) Bate 
Description 

May Street 

29 Dvjight Smith ( f l o c k dealer) 1880 
Victo r i a n Gothic—Barker & Nourse, a r c h ' t s — 2 ^ storey, 
gabls roof, side h a l l plan, gable apron, paired window 

31 Samuel H i l d r e t h (machinist-tools 1882 
' k i l l manufacturer) ' 

Victorian Gothic—l^g storey, gable roof, 2-storey 
porch w i t h brackets & o r i g i n a l r a i l i n g , bay window 

33 Ebenezer Abbott (r e a l estate) 1873, ca, I89I 
Second Empire; Queen Anne a l t e r a t i o n s — 3 storey, corner 
tower, window caps on consoles, brackets, decorative 
shingling 

35 John McGuire ( r e a l estate) I889 
Queen Anne—2^2 storey, complex hip & gable roof, porches 
1 st & 2nd storey, pedimented windov; frame, a r t glass 

, ( c n t ' d , ) 
8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc. 
Bldg, notices: 29 May—Plumber &: Sanitary Eng. Vol, I I I , 5/15/1880, p. 238. 

38 May--5ngT & Bldg. Record, Vol. XVII, 5/12/1888, p. i x , 
k-O May—Eng. & B l d ^ . Record, Vol. XVIH, 7/14/1888, p. i x , 
kk- May—EngT 2c Bldg. Record, Vol, XX, 7/6/1889, p.84. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL Cd^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

2 , 

Coiiii iLinity: 

Worcester 
Form No: 

141-A- 1 

Property Name: May Street -
T'fetionaT Reftister D i s t r i c t 

Indicate each item on inventory form vhidi is being continued below. 

37 Edward Miles (boot manufacturer) I89O 
Queen Anne — 2̂ ^ storey, gable roof, 1 st £c 2nd storey 
porches, decorative shingling 

39 Thomas Lawler ( c u r r i e r ) I89O 
Queen Anne — 2̂ ^ storey, hip roof, corner bay w i t h 
t u r r e t , recessed porch, decorative shingling 

41 . John Jordan (plumbing supplies) 1888 
Queen Anne—2h storey, gabled roof, decorative shingling, 
angled corner bay, porch 

43 Benjamin Kinney (school p r i n c i p a l ) 1892 
. Queen Anne—2 storey, facade gable, recessed porch, 
bay windoi^, decorative shingling 

49 Frederic Pay (lumber dealer) 1838 
three-decker—3 storey, s i d e - h a l l plan, hip roof 

51 S, G. Estabrook (not l i s t e d ) ca, I88O 
Victoria n Gothic—2 storey, s i d e - h a l l plan, brackets, 
gable apron, porch 

30 B.D, Allen (organist S: music teacher) 1867 
Second Empire—2^3 stoeey, "L" plan, mansard roof, 
decorated window surrounds, brackets, o r i g i n a l entry 
porch, granite steps a w a l l 

32 William H i l l ( t reas. National Mfg, Co.) I878 
Vic t o r i a n Gothic—2Jg s t o r i e s , gable roof, elaborate 

! piBEO'Bd-iap3io9g and porch t r i m , decorated window hoods, 
panelled bay window 

34 John Goodell (hardware store) 1879 
Victoria n Gothic — 2h storey, jurkin-head gable, brackets, 
porch w i t h chamfered posts, cast-iron fence 

36 John Greene (plumbing supplies) I893 
Queen Anne—-2 storey, gable ro o f , porch w i t h turned 
posts, o r i e l 

38 C, C, Whitcomb (Whitcomb c- Miles Co,) 1888 
Queen Anne—J,B, Woodworth, a r c h ' t — 2% storey, hip 
roof, corner toiler w i t h domed roof, decorative shingling 

40 James Sav;in (grease & o i l extracting) 1888 
Queen Anne—V/. H, Harvey, arch' t — 23g storey, hip 
roof, square corner bay w i t h domed roof and panelling, 
varied sash 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom (cont'd,) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

3. ' 

Ccmntmity: 
Worcester 

Form No: 
141 -A-1 
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xiUtionaiTfegister D i s t r i c t 

7. 
Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

42 W a l t e r Spauld ing ( s e c ' y Graton & 1888 
Knight Co,) 

Queen Anne — 2̂2 storey, gable roof, corner tower, porch 
vrith turnings and l a t t i c e v;ork, window caps, decorative 
shingling 

kh 

46 

George M i l l e r (sales agent—V^orc, 
Coal Co,) 

I889 

Queen Anne—Barker & Nourse, a r c h ' t s — 2 storey, gabled 
roof, porches at f i r s t and second s t o r i e s , bay window, 
decorative shingling 

Lester Bailey ("special agent") ca. 1895 
Queen Anne — 25§ storey, gable roof, 1st & 2nd storeyjporches 
roctagonal porch p a v i l i o n , o r i e l 

S fgn i f I c ahc e'; 

Located at the crest of a ridge, the May Street D i s t r i c t preserves 
a dense cluster of Queen Anne style houses as w e l l as several e a r l i e r 
Victorian houses which pre-date the d i s t r i c t ' s major development 
between 1888 and 1893. Although May Street existed p r i o r to I833, 
few buildings v/ere b u i l t on i t p r i o r to 1851 when two houses stood 
east of the May Street d i s t r i c t boundaries. By i860, the fashionable 
development of Main Street South led to the construction of several 
more houses at the east end of May Street, including the country 
estate of Benjamin Butman (nov/ demolished). Also shown on the 
i860 map of Worcester i s a subdivision, extending along the north side 
of May Street and northv/ard between modern Dex-jey and Hollyi^ood 
Streets, Although t h i s subdivision remained l a r g e l y undeveloped 
u n t i l the I880s, i t established l o t l i n e s and the street pattern which 
remain today. Gradually, properties on the south side of May Street 
were subdivided dxiring the I87OS, although house b u i l d i n g continued 
to be r e s t r i c t e d to the street's eastern end, near Main Street, 

The f i r s t house to be b u i l t within^the May Street D i s t r i c t was the 
B.D, Allen House of 1867 (30 May S t r e e t ) , Standing at the d i s t r i c t ' s 
eastern boundary, t h i s house i s a good example of Second Empire 
architecture, one which retains i t s o r i g i n a l entry porch, 
window t r i m , dormers and brackets. Soon a f t e r the Allen 
b u i l t , Ebenezer Abbott (a r e a l estate developer) b u i l t a large 
Second Empire st y l e house at the corner of May and Woodland Streets 
(#33 May Street - 1873). B u i l t , perhaps, to enhance the area's appeal 
to prospective buyers, t h i s hoase retains most of i t s Second Empire 
style d e t a i l s on the f i r s t tv^o s t o r i e s . In 189I, the Abbott House 
was enlarge by the a d f i i t i o n of a f u l l t h i r d storey, tovjer and rear 
vjing to allov; i t s conversion to the-"Home School" f o r g i r l s . In the 
l a t e I87OS and early I880s, several V i c t o r i a n Gothic style houses 
were , b u i l t , of which #32 May S t r e e t , b u i l t f o r William H i l l around 

'8 i s an outstanding example of the s t y l e i n an unaltered condition. 

decorated 
House was 

187' 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
(cont'd,) 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZCTMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

4.̂  

Comrrajnity: 
Worcester 

Form No: 
141-A_l 

Property Name: ^^^y Street -
: ia t ional Register D i s t r i c t 

7. 
Indicate each item on inventory forai which is being continued below. ' . 

Between 1888 suid 1893, a l l remaining l o t s i n the d i s t r i c t were b u i l t 
up v;ith large Queen Anne st y l e houses, most of which appear to have 
been architect-designed. Of the houses b u i l t at t h i s time, the John 
McGuire house i s the most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y Queen Anne, v;ith a 
complex roof, gables, eyebrov; dormers, porches ( f i r s t and second 
stories) and varied sash. Although a l t e r e d by asphalt shingles, 
the McGuire House retains a l l the essential features of i t s o r i g i n a l 
design. Other notable examples of Queen'Anne architeciUure are #39 
and ^̂ 40 May Street (both of which have corner towers) and #42 May 
Street ( w i t h ornate f i r s t and second storey porches). At present, 
most buildings i n the d i s t r i c t are l a r g e l y unaltered and present 
good examples of suburban architecture of the l a t e nineteenth century. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott cm 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No: 

MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION Worcester 141 - A - 1 

Office of the Secretary, Boston 

^ 5. ^ 

Office of the Secretary, Boston 

^ 5. ^ °̂?faWo?!ff 
. May Stree 
Ttegis ter D 

t -
i s t r i c t 

7. 
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Address Assessors' Data Present Owner 

May Street 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 • 

kk 

46 

29 

31 

33 

Book 6, p. 24 
Lot 10—12,568 sq. f t . 

Book 6, p, 24 
Lot 9—10,186 sq, f t . 

Book 6, p, 23 
Lot 5—14,630 sc. f t . 

Book 6, p, 23 
Lot 49—9,450 sq, f t . 

Book 6, p, 23 
Lot 6—10,830 sq. f t . 

Book 6, p. 23 
Lot 42—10,500 sq, f t . 

Book 6, p, 23 
Lot 26T-^0,500 sq. f t . 

Book 6, p. 23 
Lot 43—9,770 sq, f t . 

Book 6, p. 23 
Lot 56—5,990 sq. f t . 

Book 6, p, 36 
Lot 25—10,675 sq. f t . 

Book 6, p. 36 
Lot 20—11 ,900 sq, f t . 

Book 6, p, 38 
Lot 31—8,947 sq. f t . 

Benjamin L, 6; Hazel E, 
Hayes 
18 Northridge St. 
Worcester, Mass. 01602 

Evelyn B. McConkey 

Benjamin &: Helen Koslowski 

Harry i: Margaret Nishanian 

Clement T, & Anita C. 
Desautels 

Tau Epsilon Phi Fra t e r n i t y , 
Inc. 

I80I Piedmont Rd, N,E, 
Atlan t a , Georgia 

Theodore A,, Ariadne & 
Chaesanthe Kostarides 

Anne £: V/illiam Ashe 

Androniki Petrides 

Gi l b e r t C. & Florence 
Markarian 

Zambia Realty Tust 
6 Einborn Road 
V/orcester, Mass, 01 609 

Chester H. Francine 
Robbins 
6 Southwood Rd. 
V/orcester, Mass. 01609 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t cm 
(cont'd.) 



7. 

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

6. 

Community: 
Worcester 

Form No: 
141 - A - 1 

Prooertv Namej "̂'̂ ^̂  Street -
*^SI1;i^nai^egister D i s t r i c t 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.  

May Street 

35 

37 

39 

41 

43 
45 

47 

49 

Book 6, p . 38 
Lot 30--8,246 sq. f t . 

Book 6, p , 38 
Lot 44—6,600 sq, f t . 

Book 6, p . 38 
Lot 43--7,200 sq, f t . 

Book 6, p . 38 
Lot 26r-5,922 sq, f t . 

Book 6, p . 38 
Lot 49—3,308 sq. f t . 

Book 6, p . 38 
Lot 2--8,983 so. f t . 

Book 6. p . 38 
Lot2—8,983 sq. f t . 

Ju l ie A, Brennan 

Thomas <k Minnie Best 

Kanur.i Shahinian 

Robert J . Mathieu 

Myron Katz 
3 Zenith Drive 
V/orcester, Mass, 01602 

Edvjard & Gladys Markarian 
11 Allen St, 
V/orcester, Mass, 01610 

same 

Staple to Inventory form at bo t t om 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


