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DESCRIPTION
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Source Canbridge Chronicle, Building permt
Style  Georgian Revival
Architect Josephine Wight Cepnan
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) "ZIZ.

Craigie Arms possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, and association. Built in 1897 in response to Cambridge's
rapidly swelling demand for residential apartments, the structure offered 36
"family units' in a convenient location close to Harvard Square and public
transportation. Architecturally, Craigie Arms is significant as a modest but
well-detailed example of the Georgian Revival style. The building is the work
of Josephine Wright Chapman, one of the first female architects to practice

independently in Newv England, and her earliest known commission. Craigie Arms
. - tHUS £ulfi2J-.S f-TJJiSFA and C of the National Register of Historic Places.
ARCHITECTURAL SIiGNfFICANCr Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of
other buildings within the comnunity.

Craigie Arms is a Georgian Revival-style apartment building located at 122 Mt.

Auburn Street near Harvard and Brattle Squares in Cambridge, M assachusetts.

The building is four stories in height (plus a partial basement) with

masonry-beariiig walls and timber framing. The composition of the building

mass is a simple but refined horizontal statement of red brick with limestone

and wooden decorative trims, and corner turrets providing vertical interest.

The ornamental doorways, limestone molded courses and window trims, and wooden

entablature at the roof line all are characteristic of the Georgian Revival

style. None of these exterior details are expansively ornate or of »

particularly expensive materials (and interior details and trims are even more

modest). Nonetheless, the architect has created a dignified composition for a

commercial application in this then popular revival style. (Continued)
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played Irtdbicaflntwdlistate history and how the
building relates to /t\he development of the community.
, y N I e

e Craigie Arms was built in 1897 in direct response to the growing market for

residential apartments in Cambridge, and particularly around Harvard Square.

The population of Cambridge doubled three times between 1845 (when about

12,500 persons resided in the "village" of Cambridge) and 1900 (when the

population reached nearly 100,000 persons). This substantial urban growth

occurred in part because of the development of East Cambridge and

Cambridgeport, but Old Cambridge also changed dramatically in terms of density

of developnent. Amog the factors contributing to growth were the area's *

light industrialization, expansion of Harvard University and the ' .

university-related community, and the construction of a public transportation

system linking Cambridge and Boston. As the turn of the century approached.

Harvard Square was a terminus for the electric street railroad connecting to >

Boston and other suburbs (followed in 1912 by the subway). .

As the center of this activity, the Harvard Square environs were developed

with new commercial and residential buildings, four- and five-story masonry

blocks replacing two- and three-story frame structures built in the late 18th r
and early/mid  19th century. And previousy  undeveloped land became available N A

(Continued)
B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHRENCES ' '

Se continuation sheet.

8/85



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Communi ty: Form No:

MASSAGIUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSION . Garnbr | dge N\
Office of the Secretary, Boston " Canbri dge, MA
Property Nane:
Craigie Ans

Indicate each item on inventory form v*iich is being continued below.
Architectural Sgnificance, cont'd. a Yy ..

Craigie Arms was built in 1897 to provide 36 apartments of a modest but
commodious plan. The building was in fact built as five separate structures
as follows: 122 Mt. Auburn St., 2 University Road, 6 University Road, and 6
Bennett Street (all 8 units each), and 4 University Road (4 units). See
attached sketch map. V- e nowk

Each of the five buildings had a separate street entry and internal
circulation system. In the eight-family buildings, there were two apartments
on each of four floors with front and rear exposures. The four-family center
unit had only one large apartment per floor. Each apartment had a fireplace
in its turreted living room, but few other decorative details other than
common wood trims.  The gross square footage of the four upper floors is e

approximately 45,000 square feet or an average of 1,250 square feet per
apartment. * -

Although in fact five structures, the treatment of the building is as a
unified whole. The general composition of the building is of base, middle,
and cap as follows:

1) The base of the building is defined by limestone trim—a molded watertable
and a molded belt course below and above the first floor level. This base
is further differentiated by articulated brick coursing between the bands
as compared to a smooth brick coursing above.

2) The upper three floors are uninterrupted by trimwork, but further
differentiated from the first-floor base by 6/1 or 4/1 windows as compared
to 1/1 windows below; and by Flemish bond as compared to the articulated,
running bond below.

*

3) The roof line is defined by a relatively elaborate Corinthian entablature
approximately five feet deep of wood construction. This entablature is
comprised of cornice work including dentils and modillions, a broad frieze
band, and architrave trim. The roof itself is flat and concealed behind*a
small parapet created by the cornice. «

Within this basic organization of the building mass, the fenestration |Is

arranged in a generally symmetrical manner. The windows are double-hung sash

with limestone sills and lintels. Window sizes vary depending on the room
functions; and as noted above, the upper floor windows are 6/1 or 4/1, while
the first floor windows are 1/1 only. The five entry doorways are more
prominent features of each facade. The large arched openings are framed by
limestone trim with egg-and-dart moldings. The wooden architrave trim has
fluted jambs and head wifhtapdie 11ghtd \ead @ Keydtond adoveottPimally, there
is a fanlight transom (currently boarded-in, but restorable).

AN i (Continued)
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCrfffSSION . CCana 'f'g;ggg’ va&
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name w e
Craigie Ams

Indicate each item am inventory form vrfiich is being continued below.
Architectural Significance, cont'd. ,

Another prominent design feature of the building is its turreted corners. At
each corner of the building, a three-quarters round tower form occurs.
Similar towers flank the center entry court off University Road. (Two of
these seven turrets are only half rounds). These towers clearly define the
building's corners while softening its edges and the overall building mass.

The Mt. Auburn (north) and Bennett Street (south) elevations are near mirror
images of each other. These elevations are turreted at either end with a
slight protrusion in the center and a single doorway. The University Road
(west) elevation follows the same basic pattern but has two additional turrets
at its center flanking the entry courtyard as well as three entry doorways.
The east elevation does not face any street, but rather comprises a rear
courtyard of much simpler design devoid of detail. The brick and the brick
coursing is more common and trims are wood rather than limestone.

The building's interior has been substantially altered since its construction
in 1897. By the early 20th century, the building's 36 apartment units had
been subdivided into 60 units. Modest interior trim and detail was retained,
including mantels. During the course of the buildings recent substantial
rehabilitation, much of this detail was retained.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conmuniity: Fom No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON Cambridge, MA
Office of the Secretary, Boston |, (Cambridge MRA

Property Name Craigie Ams

Indicate each itemOTlinventory fom vrfiich is being continued below.
Historical Significance, cont'd.

as well, as the salt marshes between Brattle Sguare and the Charles River were
filed in to provide new sites. Craigie Arms was built in 1897 on such a site
between Mt. Auburn and Bennett Sreets, half a block from Brattle Sguare at
the corner of the yet-unnamed new University Road. Building permits #6478 -
#6482 were reported in the Cambridge Chronicle on April 3, 1897, as having
been issued to C.H. Thurston and H.H. White, trustees and owners for the
construction of 36 apartments in five buildings. The architect was Josephine
Wright  Chapman. / e - oy

Craigie Arms is a modest but handsome structure of four stories plus a full
basement in the Georgian Revival style. The five buildings are integrated as
a unified block with horizontal definitions of base, middle, and cornice cap
and with vertical counterpoint of corner turrets.

Other examples of the Georgian Revival in Cambridge during this same period
include a number of buildings constructed several blocks to the east along Mt.
Auburn Street. These buildings were developed in response to the growth of
Harvard University under President Eliot and the need for additional student
rooms. Ore such building is Claverly Hall (ca. 1892), originally a private
dormitory that is reminiscent of Craigie Arms with its turreted corners and
broad entablature. Later examples in Harvard Square itself include the
Harvard Coop, Harvard Trust, and Cambridge Savings Bak buildings.

Harvard University housing policy in the late 19th century saw the development
of a new housing type in and around Harvard Square—the private
dormitory—erected by investors between 1882 and 1903. TVenty of these
building, offering lavish accommodations to wealthy undergraduates, were
erected. Although intended originally as family apartments, Craigie Arms
joined these other structures shortly after its construction. By 1900 the
property had become known as Craigie Hall and was used as "student rooms,"
serving as a private dormitory for Harvard students. The 1900 Sanborn Mg
indicates this use of the building and also shows an addition not present at
the time of original construction; namely, a "swimming tank" built in the rear
courtyard. The foundations of this tank are still visible in the courtyard
today, and its existence is further confirmed by the City of Cambridge Tax
Assessors' records, which list the property as "Craigie Hall, Dormitory and
Tank" between the early 1900s and mid 1930s. It is reasonable to suppose that
this swimming tank was added as an amenity to attract students from the more
c«itral Harvard Square dormitories to this somewhat more remote l|ocation.

Josephine Wright Chgomean

The architect for Craigie Arms was Josephine Wright Chapman. Nothing has been
(Continued)
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Communi ty: For m Nb:
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMCSSION chr??)): || ggg'm'\f‘
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Property Nane: Craigie Arns

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Historical Significance, cont'd. Vry SyAN ooz °y.
discovered about Miss Chapman's early life or formal training. Neither is '
much known about her professional career after 1906, when she reportedly moved
frcan the Boston area to New York City. However, in the period from 1897 to
1905, she designed as an independent practitioner several notable buildings
that establish her as one of the earliest successful women architects in New
England. Craigie Arms was her first attributed commission.

The first known record of Miss Chgoman is her listing in the Boston Directory
of 1892. She is listed as a "draughtswoman" with her office at 18 Music Hall
(an office building off Winter Street in Boston), and with her residence at 2
Commonwedth (a boardinghouse at the time). The fact that she was a boarder
suggests that she was not married and that Chgomen was her maiden name. By
1898, she appeared in the directory as an architect with studios located first
at 194 Clarendon Street, and later at 9 Park Street, Boston.

It is believed that Miss Chgpomen served her apprenticeship until 1897 as a
draughtswoman with noted Boston architect Clarence H. Blackall, whose business
address coincided with her own. Miss Chgoman probably "moonlighted" the
design of Craigie Arms for Messrs. Thurston and White while still working in
Blackall's office and then completed her apprenticeship just in time to be the
architect-of-record for Craigie Arms. She must have been an ambitious and
talented person to establish a practice in this manner, since a building of
the scope of Craigie Arms would be a prize first commission even today.

Architecture first became an an organized profession in the United States in
1857 with the formation of the American Institute of Architects. However, the
first formal degrees in architecture were not awarded until after the
formation of the first architecture school at MIT in that year, followed
shortly by a school formed at Cornell. The first known women architecture
graduate received her degree from Cornell in 1880. Only 39 academically
trained women (including 14 in non-degree programs) became architects between
1880 and 1900. However, an unknown number of additional women entered the
profession as apprentices, quite comnmon at the time. As suggested above, it
is likely that this is the route that Miss Chgoman successfully took, since
there is no record of her attendance at any of the likely women's colleges

and/or architecture schools. >
Clarence H. Blackall, on the other hand, had considerable academic training. >, A
He studied at the University of Illinois and then the Ecole des Beaux Arts in

Paris. After working briefly in Nev York and Boston, he became the first

American recipient of the Rotch Traveling Scholarship (and remained active in

the affairs of that fellowship program throughout his life). In 1889, he

returned to Boston and established his own practice, working with a number of

different partners over the years but most closely associated with the firm of
(Continued)

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Historical Significance, cont'd.

Blackall, Clapp and Whittemore. |t was during this period that Miss Chapman's
apprenticeship occurred. This firm had an early and consistent success,
designing mawy Boston theaters, office buildings, and newspaper buildings.

The careers of Josephine Wright Chagomen and Clarence H. Blackall converge
again in 1899 with the publication of a proposed design for "The Boston
Woman's Club" building to be located at 15 Beacon Street in Boston. This
design was published in American Architect and Building Neans (4/15/99, v. 64,
p. 23, pl..1216) listing C.H. Blackall and Josephine Wright Chgman as
architects. (A check of the Boston Street Atlas from this period indicates
that this site was indeed vacant and owned by the "Woman's Club House Corp.")
The design of the proposed club shows a ten-story building ornately decorated
at its lower and attic floors. The building was never erected, although
another building was constructed on the same site in 1902, similar in form,
size, style, but without the ornate elaboration, and credited Clarence
Blackall alone as architect.

The next architectural commission attributable to Josephine Wright Chgpoman is
the New England Building at the Pan American World's generally undistinguished
Expositicxi, held in Buffalo, Newv York, in 1901. According to the Pan American
Art Handbook, page 44: "This building, representing the New England States
combined, is a type of early Nawv England colonial building, colored to give
the effect of red brick and white marble. |t was designed by Josephine W.
Chgoman of Boston, Massachusetts.” Unfortunately, this building was
considered an auxiliary building and not further described or illustrated.

Miss Chapman's next documented commission was for the Worcester Woman's Club,
announced in the American Architect in 1902 (12/27/02, v.78, p. 103, pl.
1409). This clubhouse is a four-story brick structure with neoclassical
decorative trim. At the building's corners are large circular bays which
flank entries on Salisbury and Tuckerman Streets. Much of the building's trim
is of limestone, including a Tuscan entry porch and balustrade, water table,
molded courses and lonic capitals. Other trim includes a copper cornice,
pressed metal panels with decorative wreaths, and splayed window lintels. 4"
This building bears a striking resanblance to Craigie Arms, designed by Miss
Chgpman five years earlier, with similar use of brick and limestone trim, the
clear definition of the ground floor and cornice line, and the turreted
corners (albeit more prominent in the Woman's Club design than at Craigie
Arms). The detail work of the clubhouse, however, is richer and more varied
than the earlier apartment building.

Miss Chgoman is believed to have moved to New York City in 1906—the first

year she was no longer listed in the Boston Directory, and details of her
subsequent career are unknown.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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CRAIGIE ARMS ASSOCIATES

Housing Associates

806 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
617 661-9100

April 2, 1986

Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Craigie Arnms Associates recognizes that thefollowing property
will be considered for Nomnation totheNational Register of
Historic Places by t he Massachusetts State Review Board at its
meeting on April 9, 1986.

Craigie Arns

122 M. Auburn Street

Canbri dge, M
Craigie Arnms Associates i saware both of the incentives and
disincentives of theEconomc Recovery Tax Act of 1981 and
other consequences for National Register listing and hereby
wai ves by right the 30 day commenting period.

Thank you.

Robert H KueW

cc: Sarah J. Zi mrerman, Preservation Planning Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Charles Sullivan, Executive Director
Canbridge Historic Comm ssion

RHK/mpc

AR 8 1996



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 021 3S
TEL. 498-901 t

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY :
April 3, 19&d

City Manager

RICHARD C ROSSI
DEPUTY CITY MANAGER

Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW .
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

The City Manager's Office recognizes that the following
property will be considered for Nom nation tothe National
Regi ster of Historic Places by t heMissachusetts State Review
Board at its meeting on April 9, 1986.

Craigie Arns
Yo . 122 M. Auburn Street
'y .. Canbridge, MA 02138 NZy oo

The City Manager's Office i saware both of theincentives
and disincentives of theEconom c Recovery Tax Act of 1981 and
ot her consequences for National Register listing and hereby
wai ves by right the 30 day conmmenting period.

Thank you. Iy yours,
Robert W He
City Manager
RM b

cc: Charles Sullivan
Executive Director
Canbridge Historical Conm ssion

Sarah J. Zi nmer man
Preservation Planning Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Robert H Kuehn, Jr.
General Partner
Craigie Arms Associ ates



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission e . T S V4
Vderie A. Tdmage "o
Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer May 23 1986

Carol Shull, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

| hereby reauest that the Miltiple Resource Area nomnation to the
National” Register for Gantoridge, Massachusetts be anended to include the
followngl\&rggertles: UGE AR 12 M. Auburn Street, HRA pendi ng
#0306- 83 0416

As the designated State Hstoric Preservation CGifice for the National
Hstoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law89-665), | hereby nominate
this property for inclusionin theNational Register ‘adcertify that it
has been eval uated according tothe criteria and procedures set forth by
|the |I\Jea\tlonal Park Service. The eval uated significance of this property is
ocal .

The property has been voted eIi%t\)/I_e the Sate ReviewBoard. Qwers
were notifiedof pending Sate ReviewBoard consideration 30-75 days
before the neeting and were afforded the opportunity to conment. S
received todate are attached to the nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Valerie A. Talmage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission

End osure

VAT/dr

80 Boylgon Street, Boston, Massachusdits 02116 (617) 727-8470



