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I NAME

HISTORIC . .
United States Post Office

AND/OR COMMON
Somerville Main Post Office

LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

257 \Wshington Street
aTty, TOMNN

Somerville N/A VICINITY OF
STATE

Massachusetts 02143 1190
CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS

—DISTRICT X-PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED
ABUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS
—SITE PUBLIC ACOUISITION ACCESSIBLE
—OBJECT N/A_|N PROCESS AYES: RESTRICTED

—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED

—NO

AGENCY

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable)

New England Field Real

STREET & NUMBER

1050 WMl t ham Street

N/A VICINITY OF

LOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE

CITY. TOWN
Lexington

N/A—NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Ei ghth Congressi onal
COUNTY CODE

Middlesex 017

District

PRESENT USE
AGRICULTURE
—COMMERCIAL

—MUSEUM
—PARK

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
X_GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL TRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY OTHER

Estate and Buil dings Office

STATE

M assachusetts 02173

RE3SRY F DEEDEEIC Mjddlicsex County Registry of Deeds, Cambridge Courthouse

STREET* NUMBER

208 Canbridge Street

CITY, TOWN

Cambridge

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

None
DATE

-FEDERAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE

M assachusetts 02141

-STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL

STATE



DESCRIPTION

,JCONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
AEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ' —UNALTERED ?LORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS ?LALTERED _MOVED DATE-
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

. PYS CAL AFPEARANCE oot

The building andits grounds are in very good condition, with the
exception of the construction involved in front of it. The Post Ofice
occupies nost of the site, leaving a snall vehicle manuevering area to its
rear, with access on Bonner Avenue. Thesite i s landscaped with |awn,
shrubs, and several small trees. Thebuilding i s of steel construction with
a brick exterior laid inaHFemsh bond. In plan, a small vestibule has side
entrances tostairs leading toa public |obby flanked by the Postnaster's
office tothe right andworkroomspace tothe left. Behind the service
screen i sthe workroomwith the mail vestibule andplatform in the rear.

Three wde granite stairs leading toeight smaller steps, wth
wought-iron railings and bronze | anps on Newel posts, create the nain
approach. The front (south) elevation i s afive-bay structurewth a
projecting one-bay entrance portion. The building features a granite base,
brick entablature, and|inestone quoins, denticulated cornice, and
detailing. Thew ndows are doubl e-hung with wood sash, 15/15 |ight with
| i mestone architrave, projecting dentils, andinfill coffered panel bel ow
The entry features alinestone arch with shaped keystone andinset fanlight.
The repl acenent al uminum and gl ass doors are franed by fluted wood pilasters
that support a sinple entablature bel ow a broken pedinent with full rosettes
and finial. Aboveisasinple |inestone cyna reversa andrecta narking the
brick entablature. This section i s topped by a small gable roof reaching
back tothe building s hipped slate roof, |eaving a brick pedinent wth
denticulated nolding and a centered oculus wndoww th |imestone keystone
repeated every ninty degrees. Wthin the base are small arched openi ngs
contai ning wndows for basenent |evel governnent offices.
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The side elevationsaresimlar tothefront facade i ndetail. Sone of
the w ndows have brick arched tops with inset fanlight and |inmestone
keystone and springer stones while others arerectangular with a flat brick
arch. The rear elavation has a flat roof with | owparapet wall and contains
the mail platform

The buildingi sentered by a lower |evel vestibule of stained wod and
glass. It iscarved toresenble fluted Corinthiancorner pilasters
supporting a plain entablature with a stainedwod panel dado bel owand
doubl e doors to the sides with brass bars. Two sets of sixnarble stairs
with brass railings lead to the two-story high |obby. Mterials here include
a plaster cofferedceiling, walls and modillioned edging inset with a floral
pattern, a peach terrazzofloor with small black di anonds at each
intersection and a bl ack borders, a high white narble wainscot with a black
mar bl e base (which extends belowthe stairs tocreate a wainscot for the
vestibule), and stainedwod w ndow frames, sills, and inner doors. Four
cast alumnumgrills arelocated high i ntheinterior walls toventilatethe
wor kroom behind.  The service screen has postal boxes, a door to the
workroom a | arge service counter, and new stanp nachi ne.

_ART_

Above the lobby's right wall wainscot i sa canvas nural twenty-one
feet by sixfeet. Entitled "A Skirm sh Between British & Col oni sts near
Somerville i nRevolutionary Tines," itisinexcellent condition.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
APREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC ~_COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE — RELIGION
— 1400 1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC — CONSERVATION — LAW —SCIENCE
_ 1500 1599 —AGRICULTURE — ECONOMICS — LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
— 1600-1699 "ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
— 1700-1799 XART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
— 1800 1899 —COMMERCE — EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
X1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY APOLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECicvi
—INVENTION

G oundbr eaki ng: Sept enber GFQ/ i’C‘Sb c Louis A Snon, Sup. Architect
Dedi cation: My 16, 1936 9V'-PER/ARCHITECT\vayrice P Meade, Architect
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Kdnmnd J. KappOI X uontractor

SPECIFIC DATES

Built 1 n1935-1936, The Somerville Main Post Office building i slocated at thefoot of
Prospect Hill. Along with thenearby police and fire stations, i tranks anong t he nore
architecturally distinguishedbuildingsinUiion Square, an area dom nated by buil dings
with 20th century comrercial treatments. Architecturally this structure i ssignificant

as areflection of 1930's Public Wrks Adm nistration (P.WA) policies inpost office
construction and design. The RWA endeavored t o "provide nodest, practical post offices
instead of nonunmental edifices." |ts conpact, boxy form brick materials, mninal
ornanentation and 7-area plan are features of nore efficient and standardi zed post office
building design. That the Colonial Revival style rather than thenore frequentlyused
Classical Revival style was chosen for this building' sdesign probably represents an
historical reference t oa Revolutionary Vdr skirmsh that occurred near this site. In

an effort tobolster thelocal econony, local brick rather than an expensive inported

stone was chosen for their buildings facing. The marshland and sandy soils of the

Union Square area yielded a fine grade Silica. During the 19thcentury clay pits were

dug throughout thearea and brickyards ranked anong t he largest md 19th century industries
near Union Square - by the 1930's only a fewhbrickyards were still i n existencei n
Somerville. A -

Overtime the Somerville Main Post Office's site has been associated with comunity focal
points such as t heProspect Hill School, the Sonmerville Boys' Oub and a branch of the
Sonerville Library. Congressnman Arthur D Healy i screditedwith securing funds to

build the Somerville Main Post Office building. H endeavored t oreplace inadequate
facilities which handled mail t oMdford as well as Somerville. Healy was also responsi-
ble for obtaining a separate post office for Medford i n1936/37. G oundbreaking for the
Sonerville Main Post Office occurred on Septenmber 3, 1935. |t was built with an allocation
of $203,000.00. The cornerstone was |aid on Novenber 16, 1935, reading "Henry Morgent hau
Jr., Secretary of theTreasury; Janes A Farley, Postmaster General; Louis A S non,
Supervising Architect; Neal A Melnick, Supervising Engineer; Maurice P. Reade, Architect
1935. " 1

Louis Adolf Sullivan, Supervising Architect for thePublic Wrks Adm nistration (c. 1870-
1941) was born i nBoston and educated at MI.T. He began a private architectural practice
in Washington, DC i n1894, entering theoffice of theUS Treasury Supervising
Architect 1 n1896. He served as thechief architect i nthis office from 1905-1933.

From 1933 until his death i n1941 he was t he PWA"s Supervising Architect. S non was
responsi bl e for nunerous post offices, customhouses and court houses across thecountry.
H was thearchitect of theUS Federal Buildingat theNew York Wrld' s Fair of

1939- 1940.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Sout hwest t o East - 113.26" along Wshington Street
South toNorth - 205.6" along side | ot line

East t oVWést - 122.67' along rear | ot line
North t o South - 206.6' along Bonner Avenue

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

HIFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Steven M. Smith, Project Manager
ORGANIZATION DATE
GITITVAN DESGN GROUP. INC. September 23, 1985
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE , , r-.r-
44 Adams Street (617) 848-1545
CITY ORTOWN STATE
Braintree M assachusetts 02184

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YES_X NO

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OffiCER SIGNATURE
In compliance with Executive Order 11 593, | hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the,nomination to>he State Review Board and to
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of sigrjiKcanc " /fiatinrigy”™ -State. -Local.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATU”?

H . DATE .
TITLE Realty Sped/ ali”, Senior April 4, 1986

FOR NPS USE ONLY
THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED INTHE NATIONAL REGISTER
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RCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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Maurice P Meade, this building's local, consulting architect, wvas born in Boston in
1882. H graduated fromMI.T. in 1908. During the 1910's his office was |ocated at
44 Bronfield Street, Boston. During the 1920's and 1930's his firmis listed at 80

Boyl ston Street, Boston. Information on Meade' s work is sketchy. H is credited with
the design of the Sacred Heart Church in North Quincy and served as consulting architect
during the Arlington Main Post Office construction (1935). Meade retired in 1954 and
died on Cctober 4, 1955

The Somerville Main Post Office's significance i s derived, inpart, froma well executed
mural by nodernist Ross Moffitt. H was a nenier of the National Acadeny of Design

and a winner of numerous nedal s and honors. The mural in the Somerville Library depicts
the retreat of the British fromthe Battle of Lexington. Moffit was also responsible
for a mural painted for the E senhower Foundati on.

The construction of the Somerville Min Post Office building provided work for nmore than
150 nen. | t vas one of several construction projects funded by the PWA in
Sonerville during the md 1930's. Oher RWA constructed buildings included a
vocational school and a stadium for Somerville H gh School.
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1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
excellent I | deteriorated unaltered « original site
good I lruins altered moved date.

« fair I I unexposed
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

0 summary paragraph
CD completeness

e clarity
1 | alterations/integrity
I | dates

* boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

n summary paragraph

cn completeness )

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

« context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property A

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title " date

13. Other

CD Maps
Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may \» directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet






























FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
P C. Box 324
Lexington, MA 0217W»24

August 19, 1985

The Ifcnorabl e Eugene C Brune

Aayor, City of Somerville

Sonerville City Ifell o S .- '
93 Highland Avenue ' <
Scmerville, M\ 02143

Dear “eyor Brune: : i

The US Postal Service incxDhjunctcxi with the Massaci husetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the “fein Post Officein
Scnerville and has detennined i tis significant froman historical viewpoint.
In view of the above evaluation, the US Postal Service intends to nom nate
this building tothe National Register of Historic Places. W would, prior to
our taking formal action, appreciate receivingyour concurrence.

[f you ccncur witdJi our proposed action, kindly returna signed copy of this
letter inthe enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,

Ehcl osur es

IPCI 11
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20260

April 1, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shul |:

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomnation for the post
office located at 237 Washi ngton Street, Mddlesex County,

Somerville, Massachusetts.

| you have any questions concerning this
please call ne at 202/ 268-3107.

Sincerely,

Jbhn S Sorenson _
| Real ty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure

nom nation,

T 96



