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1. Name
historic Rock Ridge
and or common Sare
2. Location
dreet & number Tyringham Reed. N/A not for publication
city, town Monterey N/A  vicinity of
state I>lassachusetts code 025 couty  Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public , X occupied agriculture museum
X bullding(s) A private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational -X  private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
nane M. andMs. Arthur S Soners, |l
dreet & number Tyringham Road
city, town Monterey N/A  vicinity of date Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, regidry of deeds, etc.  Southern Berkshire Registry of Deeds
dreet & number Main Street
city, town Great Barrington gate Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
) Inventory of the Historic Assets ] ) o
title A rnTl th  #69 has this property been determined digible? yes no
dae October 29, 1979 federal X. state county local

depogtory for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city,town  Boston Sate Massachiisp.r rq



7. DeSC”pUC)n Rock Ridge, Tyrington Road, Monterey, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered ~ original site

X good ruins X altered moved date N/A
fair unexposed

Describe thepresent and original (if known) physical appearance

"Rock Ridge," alate 19t hcentury summer estate executed i ntheShingle Style,i s
situated half amle north of theVillage of Monterey onthecrest of aknoll with

a ridge of granite: thus its name. The hone standing onl11acres of land fronts on
Tyrington Road and overlooks Lake Garfield totheeast andtheBerkshire Hills to the
west with a commandi ng view of Beartown, Blue Hill and Monument Mountain.

Built i nl1897 for Curtis J. Judd of Chicago, who was a boyhood resident of nearby Lee,
"Rock Ridge" was designed by t heChicago architectural firm Patton andFisher, noted
primarily for their public andcollegiate buildings. Thearchitects i nthis instance
produced for their clients a spacious eighteen roomVictorian cottage i nthe Shingle

Style, one which was nost fashionable i nthelate 19th century sunmer colonies of New
Engl and.

Asymmetrical i nplan, thehouse stands on a foundation of granite andrises from a | owstone
wal | which set's thebuilding off fromthesloping land tothesouth. This 22story residence,
composed of clapboard, shingles andgranite rubblestone, nmeasures approxi mtely 36'x86",

and i scharacterized by broad, horizontal lines. Theuseof alow, shingled ganbrel

roof and a wi de porch which extends around three sides of thebuilding, supported by short
granite rubblestone colums, serves t o enphasize this horizontal quality. Prom nent

stone chimeys placed onthenorth andsouth ends repeat theuse of granite, and bring

a sense of balance tothetotal composition (Photos #1,2).

The building's architectural focus i scenteredon its southern section which i shighlighted
by a sweeping itweliVe-fooiti veranda andia.*furtheB distinguished ondts principal (eastern)
facade by a bold.,:-circular..granite rubblestone tower .with conicali roof anda well
proportioned Palladian w ndow (Photo#1).

The interior of "Rock Ridge" remains essentially intact fromits date of construction and
presents highly distinctive :rdonis throughout. v, e

The first floor, Includes from the west front avestibule orihall (18 ' X 17') , opening into
a spacious dining room (18 x 22'); totheleft a study and bath, totheright a sitting
roomwith [arge w ndows |ooking toward thesunken garden and Lake Garfield beyond.

The hall, stairs, anddining roomarefinished i nFlem sh oak, with panelled wainscotting
and ceilings beaned with box oak. Thewalls of thedining roomarecovered withdistinctive
Victorian paper in bold patterns of pheasants andflowers i ntones of rose, grey and bl ue.
The sitting room nowpainted ivory, originally presented arich contrast of sycanore
woodwor k with deep nustard plaster walls. Thefirst floor i sconpleted by aw ngof

functional roons: butler's pantry, kitchen, pantry, toilet, laundry and workshop roons.

The second floor includes six bedroonms, two bathrooms, |inen and trunk roonms. Cf these,

the master bedrooms, facing north andeast, overlooking thelake, aredistinguished by

their fine views. Qn thethird floor are.two roons anda bath, which conprised the .

servants' quarters.

(Conti nued)
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Three original outbuildings arelocated on t he grounds of theproperty. They consist
of thecarriage barn, north of the house, a small deteriorating-bath house adjacent to
the lake, which originally punped water t othe main house, and a firing range platform
lying i nthesouthwest corner.

The carriage barn i sthe nost substantial of these secondary buildings and remains |argely
unaltered. Its formreinforces-the horizontalityof the house and reiterates such
architectural features as theganbrel roof and broad placement of thefenestration. Its
exterior walls aremade of wood, cl apboarded, with theoriginal, large carriage openings
still in place. [Its post and beamframe serves both aesthetic and functional purposes.
The interior of thecarriage barn i sdistinguished by theoriginal, vertical match boards
whi ch cover the walls. The first floor remains essentially open, while theupper floor

is subdivided, as i twas originally, into twolarge rooms, supplemented by several

smaller anteroons (Photo #3).

Reputedly built for $45,000 i n1898, "Rock Ridge" stands today nuch as i t did upon
conpl etion as a handsone and wel | articul ated exanple of t hekind of small summer estate
whi ch marked the Berkshires as an important 19th century summer resort.



8. S'gr“f'Cance Rock Ridge, Tyringham Road, Monterey, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric X archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400- 1499 X archeology-historic conservation law science
1500- 1599 agriculture economics literature ' sculpture
1600- 1699 X_architecture education military - X social/
1700- 1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800- 1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry , politics/government transportation
1 . invention , " other (specify)
Specific dates 1898 Buil der/Architect Nornman Patton, of Patton & fisher;

C R Brewer Lunber Gonpany, Great Barrington
St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

"Rock Ridge" exhibiting integrity of location, design, materials and workmanship, neets
National Register criteria Aand Cand i sa particularly fine exanple of the Shingle
Style summer house i n New England. Designed i n1898 by t he Chicago firm of Patton and
Fisher for Curtis J. Judd, an Illinois businessman, thehouse and grounds arerepre-
sentative of theestates built i nthelate 19thcentury i nthesouthwestern part of
Berkshire County. Rock Ridge, although one of a nunber of summer hones built at the
turn of thecentury on Lake Garfield, i snot only thelargest of these properties, but
the only one designed by a promnent Chicago architectural firm  Two other hones of
note, dating from t he sane period and | ocated nearby, are "Indian Cave Farnf built Tor
Henry Ware Eaton of New York and "G e3wol d" designed for theartist Ernest Watson.

Curtis Judd, during avisit tohis boyhood hone i n Lee i n1897, purchased eight acres of
land from theold Bidwell Estate in Monterey. A corporate executive with theKeeley

Gonpany of Chicago, he commissioned t hewell known Chicago architects, Patton and Fisher,
to design a "costly and handsone surmer place" on theproperty he had recently purchased.

The firm he engaged was active i n business from 1885-1889 and highly regarded forits

maj or public comm ssions'.in Chicago and the !'MdX?est. « "PrcjectJS they were' noted for include:
the Miseum of National History of theiChlcago Acadeny of Scieuce, theA.nour Institute

of Chicago, Oberlin College Library and Conservatory, Carleton College and Beloit

Col | ege.

Norman S Patton, principal i nthefirm was trained i narchitectureat theMassachusetts
Institute of Technol ogy, where he received his degree i n1874. He was also a partner

for atotal of 33 years i nother architectural firms i nChicago. His:affillations
included: Randall and Patton from 1878-1885; Patton, Fisher and Miller, 1899-1901;
Patton and Mi|ler, 1901-1912; Patton, Holnes and Flynn, 1912-1915.

The Judd Hone, when conpleted i nt hesunmer of 1898, was hi ghly acclaimed and
el oquently described i nthelocal press as seen i ntheBerkshire Courier article of
Novenber 17, 1898, which reported that:

The past summer has wi t nessed t he conpl eti on of one of

the finest i nprovenents in Southern Berkshire. . . the
costly and handsone new Curti s Judd sumrmer honme at Mon-
terey. . ju-

C R Brewer Lunber Conpany of Great Barrington were thebuilders,

" (Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References
The Berkshire Courier, weekly newspaper published i nGreat Barrington, Mass. Filesi n
Mason Library, Novenber 17, 1898, February 24, 1898.

The Valley G eaner, weekly newspaper published i nLee, Mass. Files inLee Library, Nov. 16, 1898
(Continued)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 11.2 acres
Quadrangle name Monterey, Massachusetts 1973 Quadrangle scale 1'25,000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached assessor's nap.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state A code county code

state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

Kat hryn Kubi e, Preservation Planner, with Deborah Alcott Dunning and Janes N
nane/title Parrish, Berkshire County Regional Pl anning Conmi ssion

organi zation Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion date May 1983

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property'fbr Inciaslon In the'filational Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures setfartkfflyy the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature (f(%"Jju*> AMCMNYMACSLI'o/KIi

State Historid 'Preservation Officer
titte Massachusetts Historical Commission dae

For NPS use only
| hereby ce”lfy that this property is included inthe National Register

date

eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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The locationi sahalf mle from theVillage of

Monterey, onthecrest of aknoll underlaid with. \%
granite. Two fifteen foot granite colums stand sentinel
at thecarriage entrance, thedriveway winding grace-
fully by easy ascent t o thehouse. Tnehighway, or
west front, hasanelevation of sixty feet and i s

four hundred andfifty feet distant, presenting a
rolling lawn, bordered i nthedistance by fine views

of theBerkshire Hills, including Beartown, Blue Hill \
and Monunent Mountain, t o theDone, fourteen mles,

elevation 2,624 feet, thehighest of the southern

Berkshire range. Thelake, or east front, has”an

el evation of sixty-two feet andtwohundred and fifty

feet distant, intervened by a dense forest of maple,

oak, ash and beech, pleasantly breaking thelake view.

Al though owned over theyears by a nunber of different famlies. Rock Ridge has been
sensitively preserved andretains itsoriginal character as a confortable spacious
surmer hone bhuilt i nanenvironment noted for itsqualities of health and beauty.

The Rock Ri dge Estate nay possess historic archaeological potential i ntheformof
trash deposits andevidence of past land use. |t should also be considered as

moderately sensitive for thepresence of prehistoric cultural remains dueto its
location overlooking Lake Garfield and Loom Brook.

MAQR Bl BLI OCRAPH CAL REFEFRENCES (Cont i nued)

Letter from Brendan Gill of theVictorian Society toMs. Arthur S Somers, | |, dated
February 6, 1979.

Sout hern Berkshire Registry of Deeds, Great Barrington, Mass.

Wthey, Henry F. A Biographical Dictionary of American Architects Deceased. Los
Angel es: Hennessey & Ingalls, Inc., 1970 (Boston Public Library).
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Rock Ridge
Berkshire County
MASSACHUSETTS

im resubmission

* nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

CU appeal

Substantive Review: e sample request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

* appeal

technical corrections cited below

substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Loeation

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition
4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
EH good im ruins
« fair I 1 unexposed

Status
Accessible

Check one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph .

CH completeness "

e clarity n

| lalterations/integrity n

CH dates * ", '

e < [

CH boundary selection .

Working No.. AG
Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due: frinlji
Action: t""C.EPT
RETURN
REJECT

Federal Agency:

O NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

1953

- flljr/sn
ALCI A I3

N

. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site

moved

date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

+ context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References
0. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References v~ ,~ __:"~-5~7 ' -

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
CH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

is:

Date

V_AVA/\

ACA AN

Phone:e™:i"2iMi:"2:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

£
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Rock Ridge
Berkshire County
MASSACHUSETTS
resubmission MiXt»n
CH nomination by person or local governnront ir»-Kkloiiiil
e owner objection
CH appeal
Substantive Review: CH sample CH request CH appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves °* 1o

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
CH good I Iruins CH altered
CHfair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity

CH alterations/integrity
| | dates

CH boundary selection

Working No. /'yJd ren
Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due:
Action: _KI(CCEPT
RETURN
Redri«ter REJECT.

Federal Agency:

CH NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
» original site
moved date.



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

+ context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
CH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

































