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| | Excellent Good D Fair

fChec/c One,) 
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Q Moved , ra Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Grignon House, built c. 1836 by Charles Augustin Grignan, is a large, 
2 1/2 story Greek Revival frame house in the Federal mode. The main 
building has a one-story kitchen wing at the rear and, extending across 
the front, a Irfive bay, balustraded, square colonnaded porch, with a two 
story [pedimented] portico over the main entrance." This is the unique 
and outstanding exterior feature of the house, which is a handsome 
structure.

The wing is now the kitchen but was originally the dining room. In the 
early days the kitchen was a separate building connected by a short, 
covered passageway to the dining wing, where there was a window through 
which the food was passed. The original kitchen has long been gone, but 
the small window at the end of the wing still remains. The house has four 
fireplaces and seventeen rooms. Probably the most interesting interior 
feature* is a solid cherry stair rail in the central hallway, with a fine, 
hand-carved, S-shaped newel post. It is in an excellent state of preser 
vation.

Once in near-ruinous condition, the Grignon House has been beautifully 
and faithfully restored, furnished with numerous original Grignon items 
and appropriate related pieces to the period of 1836, and is operated 
as a museum of early Wisconsin history.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grignon House is located at the hub of early French activity in Wiscon 
sin. It was built in 1836 by Charles A. Grignon, who was born at Kaukauna 
June 8, 1808, and died there April 18, 1862. Grfgnon was a great-grandson 
of Charles de Langlade (1729rl800) usually regarded as the first permanent 
white settler of Wisconsin. \ About 1745 Charles de Langlade, along with his 
father, Augustin, migrated to La Baye (Green Bay) from Canada. The father 
was an Indian trader of French extraction, and de Langlade f s mother was the 
sister of the head chief of the Ottowas. A daughter of de Langlade married 
Pierre Grignon and the two men formed a partnership to establish a fur- 
trading post at Grand Caquillien Rapids (Kaukauna) before 1760. When Pierre 
Grignon died in 1795, the fur-trading post was taken over by his son, Augus 
tin. Augustin married Nancy McCrea, a near neighbor whose family also was 
engaged in the fur-trade. Charles A. Grignon was their oldest son.

Charles Grignon was educated partly in New York State and partly at Kaukauna 
Upon completion of his studies he engaged in his father T s enterprises in 
iCaukauna and Green Bay, later formed a partnership in fur-trading with his 
brother, and was involved with businesses of his own. From August 25, 1830 
until his death in 1862, he was United States interpreter at all the 
enominee Indian Treaties. The Menominee are said to have refused to 
ttend any meetings unless they had Charles Grignon as their interpreter 

and confidential advisor. I In later years Grignon became involved in civic 
affairs and was Outagamie County treasurer for many years.

Grignon House, originally called the "Mansion in the Woods," was used 
as an inn, cJniraQ, trading post, and meeting place for Indians. Sit was 
occupied by members of the Grignon family until 1933, when the youngest of 
Charles A. Grignon 1 s children died there. The Grignon House leads us back 
to our earliest settlers and the beginnings of Wisconsin history. No other 
ame in Wisconsin history is mentioned so often as that of the Grignons, and 
he index to the Wisconsin Historical Collections contains 1350 references 
o them.

architectural significance of the Grignon House is certified by the 
listoric American Buildings Survey.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Title Director, State Historical
Society of Wisconsin

Date MAR20V272
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National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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AMENDMENT

State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this X nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the 
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
X meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be 
considered significant __ nationally X_ statewide __ locally. (__ See continuation sheet for 
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title I Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property _ meets _ does not meet the National Register criteria 
( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

REFERENCES CITED
Mikos, Susan D. and Alien P. Van Dyke
1999 Archaeological Survey and Testing at the Augustin and Charles 

A. Grignon Sites in Outagamie County, Wisconsin-1999. Report 
of Investigations No.199071, AVD Archaeological Services, 
Inc. Report on file, Office of the State Archaeologist, 
Division of Historic Preservation, State Historical Society, 
816 State Street, Madison, WI, 53706.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundary of the Grignon House property is shown as the bold 
line on the accompanying map entitled, "Boundaries of the Grignon 
House, Outagamie County, WI".
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The 1972 nomination form for the Grignon House lists seven acres as 
the size of the property but does not define the property 
boundaries. This figure appears to be a technical error in the 
original documentation; it does not correspond to any land division 
associated with the Grignon family. The boundaries on the 
accompanying map, encompassing 4.55 acres, include all known 
resources historically associated with Augustin and Charles A. 
Grignon's homesteads as documented by historical research and 
archaeological survey (Mikos and Van Dyke 1999).
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Fig. 1 BOUNDARIES OF THE GRIGNON HOUSE, OUTGAMIE COUNTY, WI


