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-AAddress  15-19 Hanpden St”eH; -

Historic Nane Patton Building ~ S

A
Ownership: Private Individual
PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) Original Omner: WIlliam Patton
staple to left side of form Use: Present Sane
Photo number Original Commerci al
DESCR PTI O\
Date - 1872, 1909 facade
Source Centennial map. Directories
FEICH MP ' '
Show property's location i nrelation Style Georgian Revival vernacul ar
to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate Architect B H Seabury - 1909 facade
all buildings between inventoried
property andnearest intersection. Exterior wall fabric brick
Indicate north.
Qut bui I di ngs none
Major alterations (with dates)
5 1909 - newfacade which remains entirely
intact.
Moved no Dat e

Approx. acreage """ than oneacre

Recorded by Lonergan , ed Mar go VWbber gg™Mj Q@ Set within a rowof simlar
Organization Spfld. Historical Comm ssion commerci al blocks which line thesouth
Qg Feb, 1979; Aug, 1982 side of Hanpden Street.

Assessor's Nap #304
UM Rgf: 18/ 698900/ 4663860

Springfield South Quadrangl~g"*p”"" additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SI GNl FI CANCE (Describe important architectural featuresand
evaluate interms of other buildingswithin community.)

The Patton Building neets Criteria A BandC | twas anintegral part of the late
19th c. devel opnent of the North Blocks area during which Hanpden Street was |ined

with brick and brownstone bl ocks used, as this onewas, in the wholesale trade. | t

is associated with promnent |ocal developer W lliamPatton and his son WlliamJr.

and housed the noted local firm of Durkee, White and Towne for over 30 years. Architec-
tually, the facade is anexcellent exanple of ornate vernacul ar Georgian Revival design
and is virtually untouched fromitsoriginal appearance.

(Continuation Page)

H STORI CAL SI GNIFI CANCE (Explainthe role owners played in local or state
history andhowthe building relates t othe devel opment of the community.)

The Patton Building contributesto the downtown's early 20th century growth as a
commercial center reflected by itsrenovation from a warehouse/wholesaling building
to first-class office uses in 1909. The newretail shops likewi se reflected a tran-
sition fromwholesaling to retailing during this era. Qne shop was a showoomfor
the Springfield Buick Co., since the auto industry had become animportant aspect

of the city's industry andcomrerce at this time.

The building housed the real estate offices of WlliamPatton, Jr. onit ssecond floor
and the engineering firm of Durkee, White andTowne onthe third floor. This firm

of civil engineers was regarded as the leading firmin western Massachusetts. | t

was founded in 1898 andgained areputationfor directing large water projects, sewer
construction and building of street railway lines. By 1913i twas said they "have had
charge of practically al lthe important trolley lines inwestern New England," including
the electrification of Springfield' s trolley system By this time they enployed a
force of 40 engineers inthe Patton Building. During the first World War, they designed
CGanp Devens i n Ayer, M\ for the US Arny, shipyards and housing at Bristol, PA and
nurerous other military installations. For over 30years, their offices were |ocated

in the Patton Building.

The architectural merit of the building lies initsunique interpretation of the
Georgi an Revival style by local architect B-H Seabury. Seabury practiced architecture
in Springfield for over 30years andreceived nany municipal conm sssions for fire
stations andschools. The design of the Patton Building's facade represented a

* special challenge, successfully acconplished, to adapt anexisting comrercial block
to the latest fashion of the day. The unusual conmbination of features, materials,
area horizontal massings set i tapart fromnost of the downtown' s other Georgian
Revival blocks which lended to be a larger scale, nmore vertical inproportions and
often faced in light stone such as the Massachusetts Mitual Insurance Buildingand
the Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance Block, both on State Street.

Bl BLI OCRAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)

Centennial Map of Springfield - -
Springfield Directories

Springfield Scrapbooks, Vol. 24, p. 192; Vol. 37, p. 180.

Vertical File, Springfield Library, Local History Dept., B H Seabury
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| NVENTARY FORM GONTT NUATT OGN SHEET Qormuni ty: For mNb:

MSSACHEETTS H STARCAL M S5 ON Springfield
(fice of the Secretary, Boston A

Property Nane: Patton Buil ding

I ndi cate each itemon inventory formwhich is being continued bel ow

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont ' d)

This i s an unusual configurationof Classical Motifs which combine t oform a unique

Ceorgi an Revival facade unlike any other remaining comrercial blocks in the downtown.
The massing is horizontal in enphasis with two-story projecting bays with geometric-
patterned wood spandrels flcinking the three center bays. A modillioned cornice and

tall lintel above the storefronts also accentuate the horizontality. The storefronts
are original andhave |eaded glass transons and a central ccist-iron entrance ccnopy,

one of only three iron canopies which survive on downtown buil dings. :

The Patton Buildingretains itsintegrity of location andsetting and as a1909
vernacul ar Georgain Revival commercial block, thefacade fully retains itsintegrity
of design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.

Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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