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' ̂  Town Springfield 
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SKETCH MAP 
Show property's locat i o n i n r e l a t i o n 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest i n t e r s e c t i o n . 
Indicate north. 

H i s t o r i c Name Patton Building ^ S 
^ 'J 

Ownership: Private Individual 

Original Owner: William Patton 
Use: Present Same 

Original Commercial 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date -̂ 1872, 1909 facade 

Source Centennial map. Directories 

Style Georgian Revival vernacular 

Architect B.H. Seabury - 1909 facade 

Exterior wall f a b r i c brick  

Outbuildings none 

Major alt e r a t i o n s (with dates) 

1909 - new facade which remains en t i r e l y 

i n t a c t . 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage ^^^^ than one acre 

gg^^j^Qg Set wi t h i n a row of similar 

commercial blocks which l i n e the south 

side of Hampden Street. 

Assessor's Map #304 
UTM Rgf: 18/698900/4663860 
Springfield South Quadrangl^g^^p^^ ad d i t i o n a l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community.) 

The Patton Building meets C r i t e r i a A, B and C. I t was an in t e g r a l part of the late 
19th c. development of the North Blocks area during which Hampden Street was lined 
with brick and brownstone blocks used, as th i s one was, i n the wholesale trade. I t 
is associated with prominent local developer William Patton and his son William Jr. 
and housed the noted l o c a l f i r m of Durkee, White and Towne for over 30 years. Architec-
t u a l l y , the facade i s an excellent example of ornate vernacular Georgian Revival design 
and i s v i r t u a l l y untouched from i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. 

(Continuation Page) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played i n l o c a l or state 
history and how the b u i l d i n g relates to the development of the community.) 

The Patton Building contributes to the downtown's early 20th century growth as a 
commercial center reflected by i t s renovation from a warehouse/wholesaling building 
to f i r s t - c l a s s o f f i c e uses i n 1909. The new r e t a i l shops likewise reflected a tran­
s i t i o n from wholesaling to r e t a i l i n g during t h i s era. One shop was a showroom for 
the Springfield Buick Co., since the auto industry had become an important aspect 
of the c i t y ' s industry and commerce at t h i s time. 

The building housed the r e a l estate offi c e s of William Patton, Jr. on i t s second fl o o r 
and the engineering f i r m of Durkee, White and Towne on the t h i r d f l o o r . This f i r m 
of c i v i l engineers was regarded as the leading f i r m i n western Massachusetts. I t 
was founded i n 1898 and gained a reputation f o r d i r e c t i n g large water projects, sewer 
construction and building of street railway l i n e s . By 1913 i t was said they "have had 
charge of p r a c t i c a l l y a l l the important t r o l l e y lines i n western New England," including 
the e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n of Springfield's t r o l l e y system. By t h i s time they employed a 
force of 40 engineers i n the Patton Building. During the f i r s t World War, they designed 
Camp Devens i n Ayer, MA for the U.S. Army, shipyards and housing at B r i s t o l , PA and 
numerous other m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s . For over 30 years, t h e i r o f f i c e s were located 
i n the Patton Building. 

The architectural merit of the building l i e s i n i t s unique i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the 
Georgian Revival styl e by loc a l architect B.H. Seabury. Seabury practiced architecture 
i n Springfield for over 30 years and received many municipal commisssions for f i r e 
stations and schools. The design of the Patton Building's facade represented a 

* special challenge, successfully accomplished, to adapt an existing commercial block 
to the l a t e s t fashion of the day. The unusual combination of features, materials, 
area horizontal massings set i t apart from most of the downtown's other Georgian 
Revival blocks which lended to be a larger scale, more v e r t i c a l i n proportions and . 
often faced i n l i g h t stone such as the Massachusetts Mutual Insurance Building and 
the Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance Block, both on State Street. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of pub l i c a t i o n , author, date, and publisher) 

Centennial Map of Springfield - -
Springfield Directories 
Springfield Scrapbooks, Vol. 24, p. 192; Vol. 37, p. 180. 
Vert i c a l F i l e , Springfield Library, Local History Dept., B.H. Seabury 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 
Springfield 

Form No: 

A 
Property Name: Patton Building 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

This i s an unusual configuration of Classical Motifs which combine to form a unique 
Georgian Revival facade unlike any other remaining commercial blocks i n the downtown. 
The massing i s horizontal i n emphasis with two-story projecting bays with geometric-
patterned wood spandrels flcinking the three center bays. A modillioned cornice and 
t a l l l i n t e l above the storefronts also accentuate the h o r i z o n t a l i t y . The storefronts 
are o r i g i n a l and have leaded glass transoms and a central ccist-iron entrance ccmopy, 
one of only three iron canopies which survive on downtown buildings. , 

The Patton Building retains i t s i n t e g r i t y of location and se t t i n g and as a 1909 
vernacular Georgain Revival commercial block, the facade f u l l y retains i t s i n t e g r i t y 
of design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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