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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

design of Monumental Church takes into account its dual function: 
first, to serve as a monument to those who perished in the tragic theater 
fire, and second, to serve as an Episcopal parish church. Thus the stone 
portico which shelters the actual monument to the deceased becomes almost 
a separate structure from the stuccoed church behind it. The portico is 
in antis on all three sides, having two free-standing Greek Doric columns 
framing each opening. Instead of a pediment, the portico is crowned by a 
triangular parapet. The funereal quality of the portico is heightened by 
the frieze decorated with a series of lachrymatories rather than triglyphs

The church itself is a two-story octagonal structure crowned by a low 
circular dome topped with a lantern. Mills intended that the church 
have a tall spire attached to the rear side, but only the bottom section 
of this was built. The three-part windows on both the first and second 
stories originally contained sashes with small, clear glass panes, but 
these were removed and replaced with stained glass.

rn
The interior of Monumental Church is the auditorium type containing box 
pews with a gallery stretching around the rear. Alterations to the 
interior include the remodeling of the apse and chancel, and the removal 
of the four wooden tablets which hung over the altar. The organ has been 
removed from the rear choir gallery and a new organ case has been placed 
in the bay to the right of the altar.

c:
\A two-story wing was added to the east side of the church circa 1840. 
Although some repair work was undertaken on the portico, circa 1965, 
the interior of the church is much in need of restoration. The late- 
nineteenth century alterations and redecoration has sadly obscured - the 
clear architectural statement that Mills's interior originally made.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.,)

Monumental Church was erected during the years 1812-14 on the site of 
the American French Academy which burned December 26, 1811, during a 
theatrical performance. The church was built as a monument to the 
seventy-two people, including ±tf& Governor»; George William Smith, who 
died in the fire.\ John Marshall, a pew holder, headed the committee 
which raised funds by public subscription to build the church. tThe 
city of Richmond contributed $5000.00 and the site, and the church served 
as an Episcopal parish church until 1965 when the property was transferred 
to the Medical College of Virginia .A Other important persons connected 
with the church were the Reverend Richard Channing Moore, later Bishop 
of Virginia, who served as first rector, and Edgar Alien Poe who attended 
the church as a small boy. The building now serves as an inter-faith 
chapel for students at the Medical College.

In addition to its historical association, Monumental Church is one of 
America's earliest and most distinctive Greek Revival churches, the work 
of the famous architect, Robert M;41s. The noted .architectural historian, 
Talbot Hamlin, summed up the architectural significance of Monumental 
Church when he wrote: ". . . it is thus as prophetic of the Greek Revival 
still to come as it is expressive of the freedom of design which 
characterizes Mills' early work."
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Hamlin, Talbot, Greek Revival Architecture in America, New Jersey: Dover
Publications, 1964. 

Scott, Mary Wingfield, Old Richmond Neighborhoods, Richmond: Whittet and
Shepperson, 1950.
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Statement of Significance

The Monumental Church in Richmond, Virginia, is the work of the nationally 
prominent architect Robert Mills. The church was built from 1812-1814 to 
commemorate the seventy-two persons, including the Governor of Virginia, who 
died in a theatre fire on that site in 1811. The building was erected to 
serve as a memorial and as an active church. This double purpose is 
brilliantly expressed by the stone memorial portico and the stucco octagonal 
church behind it. By designing in 1812 an octagonal auditorium plan church 
covered with a shallow dome and casting the whole composition in the severest 
forms of the Greek Revival style, Robert Mills created a wholly original and 
unprecedented building, which, despite a certain heaviness of proportion, 
has come to be regarded as a milestone in the development of American 
architecture.


