FormNo. 10-300 ,0--*> ' P

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM

H - O 2?2 0

DNA FHET

JOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

NAME
HSTORC

AND/OR COMMON

Same
(LOCATION

STREET& NUMBER
19 Concord Road

f Reverend Samuel ,Woodward! House

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

CITY, TOWN
Weston , VICINITY OF 4th
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Mas sachusetts 025 Middlesex 017
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC A-OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
K_BUILDING(S) A—PRIVATE UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL A.PRIVATE RESIDENCE
SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT ~ —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
3J_NO —MILITARY —OTHER:
OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
M. and Ms. F. Jared Sprole
STREETS NUMBER
19 Concord Road
CITY. TOWN STATE
Weston VICINITY OF Massachusetts 02193
[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REASRY - DEEDEEIC Middlesex County Registry of Deeds
STREET & NUMBER
208 Canbridge Street
CITY. TOWN STATE
Cainbridge
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Cormonweal th
DATE
1974 -FEDERAL JCSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts Historical Comr ssion
CITY, TOWN STATE
Massachusetts 02108

Boston



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED . X_ORIGINAL SITE
A"GOOD —RUINS v >eALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED «

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Reverend Sanuel Wodward House sits on aknoll facing south onto Concord Road. | t
is situated ontwo acres of land, and as yet has not been encroached upon by t he nearby
business center of town.

Records indicate that Reverend Sanuel Wodward purchased a parcel of land i n Weston from
W lliam Smth i n1752. The following year Wodward married Abigail WIliams andtook

his bride totheir newhone. There i sevidence that heincorporatedinto his house an

ol der structure formerly owned by W lliamSmth. An exam nation by Abbott Lowell Qum

m ngs, Director of theSociety for thePreservation of NewEngland Antiquities, has

shown that therear portion of thehouse has summer beans not found after 1750 and that
the ol der house was probably of t hecentral chimey type.

Al'though t heWodward House has undergone several changes, it spresent appearance remains
relatively t he same as when Reverend Wodward occupied it. Thetwo-story, clapboard
building i sfive bays wide andhas a central projecting enclosed entrance. The house
sits ona lowfieldstone foundation, andi tsridge roof i spierced i nthecenter by a
brick chimey.

According toanearly account of t hehouse, aneast ell was added t ot hehouse sone tinme
during t heoccupancy of Dr. Anos Bancroft (1797-1810). | nthelate nineteenth century

it appears that M's. Augustus Fiske hadthis wing nmoved t o 83 Concord Road, and built

the present west ell i nwhich there was a large ballroom Although anatlas of 1875 does
not show this ell, a sketch of 1882 does include theaddition. 1 n1915thewest el |

was noved about tenfeet farther west during repairs being made ont hehouse. Aone-
story kitchenell wasbuilt next toi ti nthe1960's., A second-floor bathroom perched

in thecorner where this wing joins thewest ell i sanobvious twentieth century addition.

AVictorianization of thehouse occurred i nthelate nineteenth century when a covered
porch was added t ot hewest side of t hehouse and an open porch onthefront. The win-
dows were also altered. I nthe 1920's Ms. Gardiner Fiske hadt heporches remved and
the wi ndows replaced with copies of theoriginals which had nine-over-nine sash.

The Wodward barn was taken down i nt he 1850's and repl aced by another which was, i nturn,
taken down about 1899. Today theonly outbuilding i sa small garage t otheeast of the
house.

The interior of the Wodward House retains much of itsoriginal detail. Abbott Ckanmings
has commented ont hepaneling with itsfine bolection nolding i nthesoutheast roomas
well ast hegunstock posts andfeather-edged sheathing onthesecond floor. The front
staircase andi t spaneling are largely unspoil ed.
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The Reverend Sanuel Wodward House i ssignificant as arelatively unspoiled exanple of
ei ghteenth century architecture and as t he hone of a nunber of famlies significant in [
the history of Weston.

Reverend Samuel Wodward, who built thehouse i n1753, was t he second minister of the
First Parish Church in Wston. A graduate of Harvard i n1748, he was ordained i n1751 when
he was only twenty-four years of age. | n 1753 Wodward married Abigail Wlliams and t he
two nmoved into t hehouse on Concord Road, which i ssaid t obe a copy of t he Sarmuel Har - K
rington House on South Street in Waltham Not long after their marriage, the minister

and his wife began t otake i nyoung students as boarders and fromtime totime kept the
school mster as well. This increased their income which was a necessity as t he parsonage
was not furnished by t he Town.

@ April 197 1775, Reverend Sanuel Wodward |ed theWston militia i nprayer and set out
with t heconmpany for Concord. On thelancaster Road t henen were told togo tothe Lex-
ington Turnpike where they followed theBritish retreat t oCharlestown. | nWston it was
fromthepulpit that theDeclaration of Independence was read by Reverend Wodward i n 1776

After Wodward's death i n1782, his wife continued t ooccupy thehouse until 1795 when
she married Colonel Thomas Marshall. At this time she conveyed t heestate of Reverend
Wodward t o her son-in-law Sanuel Kendal, husband of her daughter Abigail.

Reverend Kendal had conme t oWeston i n 1783 as Reverend Wodward' s successor and i n 1786

he married Abigail Wodward. After their own house burned down i n1791, the couple

noved into t heWodward House. | n 1794, a year after Abigail's death, Kendal married her
sister Mranda. The following year thetwo acquired therights t otheWodward House

and sold i ttoArtemas Ward, son of t he fanmous Revol utionary Vr hero. A lawyer who was ]
active inboth state and local politics. Ward owned hi s own horme next door and probably
never occupied the Wodward House. He sold i ttoDr. Anos Bancroft i n 1797.

Dr. Bancroft was a graduate of Harvard Medical School and served not only as town
physician, but also as noderator, selectman, and school conmitteeman. | t i s supposed
that t heeastern ell was added during Bancroft's ownership and was used as a doctor's
office. Although Dr. Bancroft nmoved out of t hehouse i n1811, he continued toowni t
until 1828. Occupants of t hehouse during this period were. James Billings, Dr. Benjamn
Janes and Wdow El i zabet h Weel er.

In 1829 Jonathan P. Stearns purchased t hehouse and sold i ta year later toJohn Jones,
the 1830's Marshall Smth lived i ntheell and had a cobbler's shop i nthe upstairs
northerly rooms.

continued
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In 1848 t he Whodwar d House was bought by Boston |awyer Augustus H Fiske, whose famly
was t ooccupy t hehouse forover a century. Fiske's wife Mary was a friend of W nsl ow
Honmer who often sketched her. It i sthought that sone of theartist's croquet scenes
were based on sketches made on t he grounds of t he Wodward House. M s. Fiske was
responsible fortheremoval of theeastern ell and t hebuilding of t hewestern addition.
The Fiske fam |y descendants occupied thehouse until 1972, since which time there have
been two owners.

Today t hehouse i sconsidered one of thenost architecturally significant housesi n
West on, both because of thedate of construction and because of thefewalterationsto
the original fabric.
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The Rw .Samiipl WfwfwarH Hmidt 19
Concord rd., built in 1753 and occupied for
most of the past century by the Fiske

A family, hes been acoepted ifor inclusionin
the National Regiser of Historic Places,
according to State Secretary  Paul dUJU”
chairman of the Ma&achusettsHlstorl ca
Commission.

The house issignificant as an e<amp|e o
18th century architecture and as the home of
families who played leading roles in the

" history of Wesgton.

It sitson aknoll facing south onto Concord
Road on two acres of land.

Rev. Samud Woodward, who built' the
housewas the ssoond minister of the First
ParisH Church in Wegon. A graduate of
Harvard Collegein 1748, he was ordained in
Iml at the ege of 24. In 1753 Woodward
married Abigall Williams and the two

wdrd'AMA

moved into the house on Concord Road, said »

to bea copy of the Samud Harrington House
on South Street in Waltham.

" Not long after their marriage,, the minis-
ter and his wife began to take in young
dudents as boarders and, fromtimeto time,

. kept the schoolmester as well. This in-
creased their income which was a necessity
as the parsonage was nat furnished by the
town. e

?  OnApril 191775, Rev. Woodward led the
Wesonmilitiain prayer and st out with the

company for Concord. On the Lancagter®

Road the men were told to go to;the
Lexington Turnpikewhere they followed the'
British retreat to Charlestown. Rev. Wood-

on MmtoricvMegister

oir- Ui
I
-11.

WINSLOW HOMER may have sketched croquet matches on the lawn of the Rev.
Samued Woodward House, 19 Concord rd., WhICh llias been named to the Regigter of

Historical Places.

¥ ward read the Declaration of Independence -, Rev. Kenda had cometo Westonin 1783 as | quired therightsto the Woodward house and

from his pulpit in Wegton in 1776

;. After his death in 1782, hiswife continued "
« to occupy the house. In 176 e married Col..

Thomas Marshall and conveyed the estate
to Samud Kendal, husband of her daughter,
2 Abigail. .

A Rev. - Woodward's sucoessor. In 1786 he
married Abigail Woodward. After their oan
houseburned in 1791, the couple moved into
the Woodward house In 174, a year after
Abigail's desth, Kendal married her sdter,
Miranda. The following year the two ac-

sold it to Artemas Ward, son of the famouse
Revolutionary War hero. A lawyer who was
active in state and loca politics, Ward
owned hisown home next door and probably
nuver occupied the Woodward House He
sold it to Dr. Amos Bancroftin 1797.

Dr. Bancroft was a graduate of Harvard
Medical Schodl and served not only as town
physician, but dso as moderator, sdectman
and school committeeman. It is supposed .
that the eastern el was added during
Bancroft's ownership and was used as a
doctor's office.

Although Bancroft moved out of the house
in 1811, he continued to own it until 1828 |
Occupants of the house during this period,
were James Billings, Dr. Benjamin James
and widow Elizabeth Wheder.

Window Homer's sketches  \ »

In i829, Jonathan P..Stearns purchased
the house and s0ld it a year later to John
Jones In the 1833sMarshall Smith lived in'
the ell and had a cobbler's shop in thee
upstairs Northerly room.

In 1848, the Woodvyard house was bought

, by Bogon lawyer Augustus H. Fiske, whose

family was to occupy the house for over a
century. Fiske's wife, Mary, was afriend of
Window Homer, who often sketched her. It
is thought that some of the artist's croquet
Lanes were basad on sketches made on the
grounds of the Woodward house. Mrs. Fiske »
was respongble for the remova o the
eagtern ell and the building of the western
addition. The Fiske family descendants
occupied the house until 1972 There have
bean two owners since then,, j

The house was purchased , two years ago
by Mr.and Mrs. Frank J. Sprole. "It.has
more charm tha’l new houses™ Mr*. Sprole
sad recently, "and it dso hes niany
architectural |d|osyncra:|a including a
room with six doorways."

Other Weston housss in the Nationa
Regiger are the Benjamin Harrington
Houss, 556 Wdledey &., and the Golden BaII
Tavern, Boston Post Road.
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