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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Cannon Ball House was built as early as 1741.

The structure itself appears to be an example of early
Georgian architecture. It is a two-story house, two rooms in
depth of a type common in that era. The original building had
two chimneys and a hole in the west wall that was pierced by
a cannon ball during the Battle of Springfield in June 1780.

The plan of the house is a typical two-deep plan with wide central
halls and direct access to all rooms.

The structure has been restored to the original position,
but it is not on its original foundation.

The walls are made of wooden shingles, brick plaster of
cow's hair and clay handmade wooden lathes. The front, westside and
part of the rear of the house still have the original clapboards.

None of the windows are original except two, one at the stair
landing and one at the west side attic. The rest have been restored
to their original appearance of 6 over 6. The original front door
is now in the back of the house where the kitchen addition, built
in 1921 currently stands.

The east chimney is original. The chimney at the western
side collapsed in 1921 when the house was raised to make a cellar.
A single chimney was added in the rear to connect the modern furnace.

Most of the floors in the house are original, with many of the
floorboards nearly 12 inches wide and secured with handmade nails
throughout.

The fireplace were closed up when the house was raised. The
one on the first floor now has a closet in back of it. The fire-
place in a room in the southeast corner of the first floor was
moved from its cross corner location to the center of the east
wall. The fireplace on the second floor also has two closets in’
back of it.

The house has undergone extensive interior restoration during
the last 6 years to restore the house to its original appearance.

The barns in the rear of the house were built around 1905.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cannon Ball house built about 1741, was one of only
four houses to survive the Battle of Springfield on June 23, 1780.

In the spring of 1780, the British, felt they had to break
up the American momentum by capturing the military arsenal at
Morristown and trapping Washington's army in their Jockey Hollow
Encampment.

The Hessian General, Baron Von Knyphausen, crossed over to
New Jersey with his men on June 6, 1780. After arriving in
Elizabethtown, they marched to the village of Connecticut Farms
now known as Union. Their main objective was to reach Springfield
but they were unable to do so, instead they burned the village of
Connecticut Farms and retreated to Elizabethtown.

On June 23, Knyphausen left Elizabethtown again to proceed
to Springfield with approximately 3000 men. He then divided the
forces into two units and advanced to the Rahway River Bridge,
1/4 mile from the town of Springfield. They were then met by
approximately 1,500 American soldiers under the command of General
Nathaniel Greene and Major General Henry Lee.

After several hours of battle, the British gained possession
of a hill on the west side of the Rahway River. General Greene
ordered a retreat of the colonial force. They positioned them-
selves on the Short Hill, some distance away from the town.
Knyphausen decided that the American position was in place too
difficult to attack and decided to retreat to Elizabethtown, rather
than lose more men attempting to take the hill. As they
retreated, Knyphausen gave the order to burn the town.

Tradition has it that the reason the Cannon Ball House was
spared was because it was probably used as an emergency hospital
for the wounded. Thomas Fielding in his book The Forgotten Victory,
states, "only four houses, belonging to known British sympathizers
were spared - evidence that the New Jersey loyalists were in charge
of the burning." The later would seem to be the best answer as
there is no evidence to support the former.

The only damage incurred by the house, which is the reason
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for its historic name, is when a cannon ball pierced its western
wall. Ironically, the Americans were probably the ones to fire
the volley since they were defending the town from that direction
as the British were moving west.

The house is maintained as a museum to house local artifacts,
including the cannon ball that pierced the house in 1780.

The Cannonball House derives its significance from two sources.
First, because it is one of only four buildings to survive the
Battle of Springfield which resulted in the burining of the rest
of the town. Secondly, its use today as a historic house museum
to both house local artifacts and interpret the Battle serves to
help keep the citizens of the town aware of their local history
and awaken an interest in historic preservation.



