FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

50M-5-77

HP-5

In Area no. Form no.
26 438

. Town Sdem

Address 284-296 Essex Street
Name YMCA

Present use Institutional

Sal em YMCA

Present owner 288 Essex Street
Sal em Mass. 01970

. Description:

Date 1898

Source Newspapers

Style Classical Revival

Architect Walter J. Paine

Exterior wall fabric Brick & Limestone
Outbuildings (describe) N/A

Other features monumental entry, pilastered

facade, frieze with swags

removal of rooftop
Altered trellis Date 1950s

Moved no Date

. Lotsize: 35,985 sg. ft.

One acre or less X ” Over one acre

Approximate frontage 185 ft.

Approximate distance of building from street
Adjacent

Recordedby A Qunp/ A Van I ngen

Organi zation SRA/Historic Salem I nc.

Date November 1979
UM References: }S/3kkOkO/h70S2]0

Assessor's Number: 26-438



7. Original owner (if known)  YMCA
Original use Institutional
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humani t ari an
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The SalemY.MCA i sthefinest local exanple of the Classical Revival style
popular i nthelate 19th century. Walter J. Paine of Beverly designed the new
facility at 284-296 Essex Street in 1898 incorporating comercial space anda
theater with the recreational andresidential facilities of the Y.

The ground floor of thethree-story building is articulated asankEnglish basement,
containing storefronts and the elaborate center frontispiece marking the main

entrance tothe YMCA Each bay is defined by aninterruptionof the wall plane.

The center bay is flanked by two-story brick pilasters above theentrance, and }
the second and sixth bays break forward tomatch the projection of the frontispiece.

The basenent and classically-detailedtrimare |imestone. Although the rooftop

l oggi a has been renoved, the building retains a strong sense of the original design.

Judging from those exanples of his work that were published i n the prestigious
periodical, American Architect and Building News, Walter J. Paine worked confortably
in avariety of styles. Twocontenporary church designs were devoid of classical
influence, but fully expressed t heShingle Style and the Romanesque Revival.

This eclecticismwas typical of thelate 19th century, when architects frequently
pursued several stylistic directions simultaneously. Paine's published worki s
uniformy conpetent and sophisticated, creating a logical context for his capable
treatment of the YMCA

The nonunental presence of the Y. MCA acts as ananchor for the western end of
Essex Street, Salems major conmmercial corridor. Itsarchitectural inmportance
IS representative of the YMCA' sprorri nent role i n the comunity at thetinme

f ctruct d the, buildi n f t t i nthefab f downt
1%. EPBFIO&P&phy anapor rgferuencelsn?s{tchalstrslﬁ o?arstltrgs?tlorllceasn dee snenasslesnsorhes raecrolr so g?ma onn

early maps, etc.) (Continued)

Sal em Evening News, April 11, 1898, February 3, 1899, and February 20, 1899.
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Property Name YMCA

Indicate each itemoninventory foimv*idi is being continued bel ow

9. Historical Significance (Continued)

The YWCAwas organized in Salem i n1858 andwas originally housed i nrented space
at the ol d Custon House onCentral Street. Thefirst building purchased by the
WA was at 20 Central Street in 1887 Twenty years later, the present location
on Essex Street was constructed and opened f oruse. Theoriginal rooftop granite
portico/trellis structure was renoved i nthelate 1950s due t o structural
problems. The brick addition at the rear of thebuilding was constructed at this
time tohouse the present indoor pool.

In 1979-1980, the YMCATrustees, realizing that thefacility would have t o be
upgraded t o increase the declining nembership duet othe growmth of private health
clubs, sold aportion of the second andthird floors t othe Sal em Housi ng Authority,
in order toraise thenecessary capital fortheinprovements.

The Housing Authority renovated the twofloors which formerly contained rental
rooms, into fourteenunits of elderly housing. Wth itsowncapital, andwith
grants from t he Department of Interior's UPARRProgram and t he Sal em Redevel oprent
Authority, the YMCA i nundergoing nore than ahalf million dollars of upgrading.

The YMCA buil ding possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p and association. | tmeets criteria A and Cof the National Register
of Historic Places.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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1. Name
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3. Classification
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5. Location of Legal Description

6. Bepresentation in Existing Surveys
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a. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas

checked

relating significance
the resource
context
relationship of
to significance
justification of
other

to

integrity

exception

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

UmMT

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

Certification

avaiueiad siQnMcanoa of iMe pra”arty wMMn Die stasa tsi

| Ofhear iignanne

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning

this

Signed

Comments for any

item may be continued
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sheet

202

272

-3504
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