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The First Mnister's House i sa free standing |ate Georgian house of square plan

located on arise fifty feet back fromEl mStreet. |t i slocated i nthecenter of
town and i ssurrounded for thenost part by residential buildings of later period
and lesser quality. The structure stands on a granite foundation, and its timber
frame i ssheathed with white clapboards. It i stwostories tall and has al ow

hi pped roof pierced by twointerior end chi meys.

The symmetrical facade i sfive bays inwidth with a central entrance whichi s

its focal point. The doorway i sframed by light lonic pilasters which carry
fragments of a pulvinated freize and a triangular modillioned pediment. The

door is headed by a nolded sem -circular arch with a keystone which contains

a transom The windows flanking t hedoor arerichly treated with pulvinated
friezes and heavy dentilled caps. The three-bay side elevations continue

the detail of the facade with their first floor windows headed by friezes and
heavily nol ded caps. The entire conposition i sfurther enriched by quioned comers,
deep modillion com ce, and shutters framng each w ndow.

The office and garage additions, built i nthis century, areattached torear of
the structure and are conpatible i ndesign. These additions extend down therise
away from El mStreet toa circular gravel driveway that i ssurrounded by well-kept
grounds. An ol d, unused concrete swinmming pool i ssetback andtotherear and
does not interfere with thehouse and grounds.

The interior features included wi deboard flooring throughout, exposed beans,

wi deboard wainscoting and doors, and stone cellar. The four rooms of t he second
floor have wi deboard flooring throughout and original doors and hardware. There
are three upstairs fireplaces of shallov; depth and original mantels. Pegged,
hand- hewn beans arevisible i ntheattic which also has wi deboard flooring.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Mnister's House in Gardner retains integrity of design, location, materials,
and settingandis significant both as the town's nost sophisticated exanple of |ate
Ceorgian architecture and for itsassociation's with inportant |ocal persons. | t

was constructed in 1792 by the Reverend Jonathan Gsgood who was the town's first
mnister. As there was no doctor at that time, he also served as t he town's
physician. sgood |ater served as a representative in the state'legislature. The
second owner of the house was Deacon Lawence; i tis said that at this tinmethe

house served as a stop on the underground railroad. There has been only one ot her
owner, a fam |y naned Bl ackwel |, before the present one.

This house i s Gardner's finest exanple of Tate CGeorgian design and merits attention

in terns of statewide interpretation of this style. [Its facade well illustratesthe
attenpt of this period toenrich thecommon five bay, two story elevation with bold
classical detail. Typically, the house has quoins and a projecting modillion cornice.

Especial ly fine features arethe center entrance with its elaborate pedimented frane,
and the first floor wndows- headed by pulvinated friezes and heavily moul ded caps.

It is unusual that these caps arecontinued on the side elevations which were usually
left unadorned. The |ate date of the house can be seen in its |owhipped roof and
nearly square plan which look toward t hefederal ' period.
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