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The F i r s t Minister's House i s a free standing late Georgian house of square plan 
located on a ris e f i f t y feet back from Elm Street. I t i s located i n the center of 
town and i s surrounded fo r the most part by res i d e n t i a l buildings of l a t e r period 
and lesser quality. The structure stands on a granite foundation, and i t s timber 
frame i s sheathed with white clapboards. I t i s two stories t a l l and has a low 
hipped roof pierced by two i n t e r i o r end chimneys. 

The symmetrical facade i s f i v e bays i n width with a central entrance which i s 
i t s focal point. The doorway i s framed by l i g h t Ionic p i l a s t e r s which carry 
fragments of a pulvinated freize and a triangular modillioned pediment. The 
door i s headed by a molded semi-circular arch with a keystone which contains 
a transom. The windows flanking the door are r i c h l y treated with pulvinated 
friezes and heavy d e n t i l l e d caps. The three-bay side elevations continue 
the d e t a i l of the facade with t h e i r f i r s t f l o o r windows headed by friezes and 
heavily molded caps. The entire composition i s further enriched by quioned comers, a 
deep modillion comice, and shutters framing each window. 

The o f f i c e and garage additions, b u i l t i n t h i s century, are attached to rear of 
the structure and are compatible i n design. These additions extend down the r i s e 
away from Elm Street to a c i r c u l a r gravel driveway that i s surrounded by well-kept 
grounds. An old, unused concrete swimming pool i s set back and to the rear and 
does not i n t e r f e r e with the house and grounds. 

The i n t e r i o r features included wideboard f l o o r i n g throughout, exposed beams, 
wideboard wainscoting and doors, and stone c e l l a r . The four rooms of the second 
f l o o r have wideboard f l o o r i n g throughout and o r i g i n a l doors and hardware. There 
are three upstairs fireplaces of shallov; depth and o r i g i n a l mantels. Pegged, 
hand-hewn beams are v i s i b l e i n the a t t i c which also has wideboard f l o o r i n g . 
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The First Minister's House in Gardner retains integrity of design, location, materials, 
and setting and is significant both as the town's most sophisticated example of late 
Georgian architecture and for i t s association's with important local persons. I t 
was constructed in 1792 by the Reverend Jonathan Osgood who was the town's f i r s t 
minister. As there was no doctor at that time, he also served as the town's 
physician. Osgood later served as a representative in the state'legislature. The 
second owner of the house was Deacon Lawrence; i t is said that at this time the 
house served as a stop on the underground railroad. There has been only one other 
owner, a family named Blackwell, before the present one. 

This house is Gardner's finest example of Tate Georgian design and merits attention 
in terms of statewide interpretation of this style. I t s facade well illustrates the 
attempt of this period to enrich the common five bay, two story elevation with bold 
classical detail. Typically, the house has quoins and a projecting modillion cornice. 
Especially fine features are the center entrance with i t s elaborate pedimented frame, 
and the f i r s t floor windows- headed by pulvinated friezes and heavily moulded caps. 
I t is unusual that these caps are continued on the side elevations which were usually 
l e f t unadorned. The late date of the house can be seen in i t s low hipped roof and 
nearly square plan which look toward the federal'period. 
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Secretary of State 

August 20, 1979 
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Mr. Ronald Greenberg, Acting Chief 
Registration Branch 
QAHP, Heritage,Conservation § 

Recreation Service 
440 G Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Greenberg, 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

^^rdner - First Minister's House 
Gardner - Gardner News Building 
Gardner - F.W. Smith Silver Co. 

The above have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Boulding V/ 
Survey Director 

CB/pm 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
STATE 

Date Entered NOV I 4 m 

Name Location 

Gardner News Building Gardner ' 
Worcester County 

First Minister's House Gardner 
Worcester County 

Smith, F. W., Silver Company Gardner 
Worcester County 

c 

Also Notified 
Honorable Paul Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Honorable Robert F. Drinan Mrs. Patrlcla'L. Weslowski 

Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/bjr 11/16/79 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


