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This building of Italianate design is charmingly simple. Typical 
of its style are the arched doorways and windows, each with a distinctive 
keystone.

The east facade is composed of a central double-leaf entry door on the 
first level. This is surrounded by two bays of windows on each of its sides, 
and a second tier of five segmental windows above. The west facade is identical 
except that the door is replaced by a fifth window. The south side also has 
a central double-leaf door which, like the entire central bay of this side, 
projects outward slightly from the rest of the building. This is capped by a 
triangular pediment above the roof line. In this bay on the second tier is a 
single arched window. This two tier central bay is surrounded on both sides 
by two tiers of single windows. The remaining north side has a less elaborate 
doorway in the rightmost bay, of its first tier, with two windows on its left. 
Above this first tier is a second tier of three windows. The foundation is 
punctured by windows which light a below ground level.



01 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD.
—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1600-1599 

^1800-1699

—1700-1799 

2Ll 800-1899

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1872 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Alfred B. Mullett

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Post Office and Custom House in Machias, Maine, was built between 
1871 and 1872 to satisfy the then increasing need for a permanent and 
convenient federal building in that town. Prior to its completion the 
postmasters and custom collectors were responsible for obtaining their 
own offices. This had proven unsatisfactory as the location of the offices 
were frequently changed, and often the space obtained was not suitable 
for the work. In 1867 Congress authorized the construction of this building 
and the land where it is now situated was acquired in 1870. Alfred B. Mullett, 
Supervising Architect of the Treasury Department, executed the building 
design.

Bids for construction were received in May, 1871, but when the bids 
were opened, they were all found to exceed the congressional appropriation 
for the building. In order to decrease construction costs, Charles G. Lynch 
a supervising architect for the Treasury Department, traveled to Machias 
and arranged to obtain as much building material as he could from local 
sources. The foundation granite and the brick (except face brick) were 
to come from nearby Marshfield, Maine. The high-quality dressed granite 
for other parts of the building was to come from Bluehill, Maine. The labor 
on the building was to be done on a day by day basis. Lynch, assisted by 
Horatio L. Hill, a local builder and architect, was in direct charge. Construct­ 
ion began in July, 187Ii*

I.t is not known whether or not Lynch made any changes to Mullett f s 
original plans. In his annual report for 1871 - 1872, Mullett stated 
that a tin roof had to be installed on the new building for economy 
reasons. This was incorrect as the original specifications for a slate roof 
were carried out.

The Machias Post Office and Custom House survives today as exemplary 
municpal architecture. As such it serves the State of Maine as an important 
link in the evolutionary development of today's federally supported 
public architecture.
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