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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Adams Memorial, "Grief" is located in the Rock Creek Cemetery, Wash-
ington, D.C.; the Cemetery can be entered at Webster Street and Rock Creek
Church Road, NW, The Memorial is found in an hexagonal plot, approximately
20 feet in diameter, screened from the rest of the cemetery by foliage; it
is located to the east of St, Paul's Church in Section E,

The Memorial consists of a cast bronze figure seated on a rough stone
placed in an architectural setting. Created by the American sculptor
|Augustus Saint-Gaudens, the figure was completed in 1891 and installed in a
setting designed by Stanford White of McKim, Mead and White. The statue 1is
framed by two smooth menoliths of polished granite with classical molding
which form a right angle in which the figure is placed. The plot itself is
hexagonal and the three sides opposite the statue are defined by a massive
stone bench. The foliage around the plot not only screens the figure from
the rest of the cemetery, but provides a very intimate setting for the
memorial,

The massive bronze figure is sexless, but not without a feeling of sub-
stance, for it sits almost engulfed by a heavily draped shroud, The right
arm is raised to the chin and the left arm is concealed in the folds of the
drapery. The legs are parted and give a feeling of solidity and massiveness
beneath the drapery. The face is expressionless and imparts a quality of
mystery to the figure--a quality of contemplation or meditation. The ab-
stract quality of the subject matter is mirrored in the execution of the
figure. The contrasts of stone and bronze, of the unmoving, rigid setting
against the poetic quality of the figure tend to enhance the effect of the
Memorial as does the quality of the light. The Adams Memorial has often
been called Saint-Gaudens' masterpiece--its excellence as a work of art, its
importance in the history of the development of 20th Century sculpture, and
its historical associations contribute to the fact that this Memorial is one
of Washington's outstanding attractionms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joint Committee on Landmarks has designated the Adams Memorial
"Grief" a Category II Landmark of importance which contributes significantly
to the cultural heritage and visual beauty of the District of Columbia,

The Memorial, completed in 1891, was designed by Augustus Saint-Gaudens and
placed in a setting designed by Stanford White of the architectural firm of
McKim, Mead and White. The Memorial was erected by Henry Adams, historian
and author of Mont St. Michel and Chartres and The Education of Henry Adams,
and descendant of John and John Quincy Adams. It was erected by Adams as a
memorial to his wife who committed suicide in 1885. Acclaimed by many
critics as a great work of art, the memorial is internationally known and
attracts many visitors. The work has also been recognized as a significant
step in the history of the development of American Sculpture, anticipating
POth century qualities in abstract composition and form. The Adams Memorial
is located in Rock Creek Cemetery, and the oldest burial ground in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, which contains, in addition to the Adams Memorial, the
praves of a number of people important to the history of the District of
Columbia and the nation.

Henry Adams was inconsolable after his wife's death and left for a trip
to the Orient the following spring with his friend the artist John LaFarge.
He spent several years there, studying the culture and philosophy of the

Far Fast, and during this period conceived the ideal of a memorial to his
wife., Upon his return to Washington, Adams sought out the sculptor Augustus
Saint-Gaudens. The basic idea behind the work was a result of the collabora-
tion of Adams, Saint-Gaudens, and John LaFarge. Adams wished the statue to
convey ''the acceptance intellectually, of the inevitable.' In Saint-Gaudens'
sketchbook can be found a clue as to the evolution of the work., Around a
faint ink sketch of the figure, he had written: ''Adams., Buddha. Mental
Repose. Calm reflection in contrast with the violence or force in nature."
Adams left for the south Seas soon after talking with Saint-Gaudens, leaving
the sculptor to complete the monument alone.

?T/= The completed work has been praised by both art critics and historians.

Ih 99, the French critic Gaston Migeon said of it: "I know of no analagous
o profound in sentiment, so exalted in its art and executed by methods
le and broad, since the most telling sculpture of the Middle Ages."

se the Memorial is nameless, various 1ntefpretat1dﬁs and meanings
nave be n ascribed to it. The name '"Grief'" is actually a misnomer and re-

‘su1t¢55from Mark Twain's comment that it embodied all human grief. Adams,

, noted in a letter written in 1896: "...The whole meaning and feel-
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8. Significance - Adams Memorial "Grief"

ing of the figure is in its universality and anonymity. My own name for it

is 'The Peace of God.' LaFarge would call it 'Kwannon.'" Saint-Gaudens has
referred to the figure as 'The Mystery of the Hereafter,' Adams perhaps best
summed up all attempts to interpret the statue when, in The Education of Henry
Adams, he said, "The interest of the figure was not in its meaning, but in the
response of the observer,"

Augustus Saint-Gaudens (1848-1907) dominated the field of American sculp-
ture in the last quarter of the 19th Century. His first training was as an
apprentice to a gem cutter., le was next apprenticed to the Baltimore sculptor
Reinhart in Rome, and later through the Fcole des Beaux Arts he worked with
two prominent Parisian sculptors, Jouffroy and Jean Baptiste Guillaume.

Rock Creek Cemetery, where the Memorial is located, was established in
1719, Both _Henry Adams and his wife are buried in unmarked graves in the
vicinity of the Memorial. , In addition to "Grief," other memorials in the
cemetery are also works of art by such noted artists as Gutzon Borglum, Brenda
Putnam, and William Ordway Partridge.
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