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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Paducah is an industrial community of 31,200 1located at the confluence of
the Tennessee and Ohio rivers in southwestern Kentucky. The Peoples
National Bank Building sits on the southwestern corner of Third and Broadway,
the city's main thoroughfare, about three blocks from the Ohio River.

The 01d National Bank Building has a basic temple form with classical elements
for decoration. The three-bay Broadway front is dominated by four massive
Corinthian columns and a triangular pediment. A dentilled and bracketed
cornice frames the pediment and extends around the side of the building.
Corinthian pilasters divide the bays on the Third Street side and mark the
corners of the building. A plain parapet hides the flat roof of the building.

Two bronze doors mark the entrance to the bank. Corinthian pilasters
decorate the interior walls of the building. An ornamented, coffered ceiling
is 33 feet from the floor. The building still has the original brass and
marble teller cages and the marble vault entrance. The windows are barred
with ornamental gratings.

The bank building is currently being adapted for use as law offices. No
alterations are being made to the stone exterior of the building. Two layers
of offices and conference rooms are being constructed inside the building.
The brass and marble teller cages have been moved a few feet to provide a
privacy corridor for the lawyers. The original brass lighting fixtures and
teller cage windows are being retained, Despite the new construction, a
clear view of the Corinthian capitals of ‘the pilasters and the ornamented
ceiling will remain. In as many ways as possible, the original details of
the building are being preserved and enhanced.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

For seventy years the People's First National Bank and Trust Company Building has
been a landmark in Paducah. The building was constructed by the First National

Bank was,at that time, the oldest bank in Paducah. It was also one of the oldest

national banks in the South, being one of the Southern banks to take advantage of
the passage of the national bank bill.l The 01d National Bank Building is a superb

tutions because it reflected an instutution's stability and tradition.

The building was designed by the architect W. L. Brainerd. Construction began in
mid-1910 and was carried out by the C.L. Brey Construction Company 05 St. Louis.
| The original cost of the building and furnishings was about $85,000.

; The First National Bank remained in the building until it was absorbed by the
City National Bank in 1930. The building remained emgty until it was purchased
by the People's First National Bank in January 1931.°

The People's bank relocated in new facilities in 1970. The old building remained
empty for ten years while bank officials tried to find a buyer who would preserve

1

The ‘Paducah Evening Sun, March 27, 1911, p. 1; a 1910 newspaper article
stated that the First National Bank was "conservative in business and had the
reputation of being one of the safest banks in the country."

21bid. p. 1.

3The Paducah Sun-Democrat, January 20, 1931, p. 1; during the flood of 1937,
the waters of the Ohio River stood nine feet high inside the bank. Paper cur-

Bank and was formally opened on March 27, 1911. Organized in 1865, the First National

example of the Beaux-Arts architecture that was popular in America at the beginning of
this century. This symmetrical, classical style seemed appropriate for financial insti-

rency and records had to be ironed dry by employees after the flood waters receded.

(continued)



EIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
The Paducah Evening Sun. March 27, 1911; March 28, 1911.

The Paducah Sun-Democrat. January 20, 1931.

The Paducah Sun. December .4, 1979.

IUJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA W _
. ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ 1€SS_than one acre UTM NnT VER|F‘ED

quapranGLE name __Paducah East QUADRANGLE SCALE _1¢
UTM REFERENCES

All,6 |3|5,8|018|0| |4I1I0!5|51210l Bl , |

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE = EASTING NORTHING

CL__L__IIIIII[IIIL!'!I] ) I S
el L b bl < T I O T T I O T
S I [ S T O P A 1 I R T [ OV T

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
A rectangular lot, 48.83 feet wide, which fronts on Broadway and 76.75 feet

deep, which runs along Third Street. (McCracken County Tax Plat Book 1, page 21-
No. 15, 16, 18.)

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE’ COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
E§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Jayne C Henderson Historian/Richard Holland
ORGANIZATION DATE
Kentucky Heritage Commission Mav 30, 1980
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
104 'Bridge Street (502) 564-3741
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frankfort Kentucky

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL STATE ___ LOCAL &« _

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Serxice. 4
___ STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER)SIGNATUREI{?( i/‘—-yt/;&./a,/ @Mt/w

- » | Lo/ . N
TIFHE— P . s
' 4’1l';!A.4(4 — 42‘4‘ ‘r‘;‘tm ‘@ A{_ / W i;li/-(‘.‘d ,1 ﬁ '/J

GPO 921-803




Form No. 10-300a
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

The People's First National Bank and Trust Company

NSRRI SN Fentucky ITEM NUMBER O PAGE 2

the building. In December 1979, the law firm of Whitlow, Roberts, Houston

& Russell purc?ased the building and began to rehabilitate the interior for

their offices. The structure is currently undergoing a very careful and sensitive
adaptation.

The People's National Bank Building is an especially fine example of the Beaux-
Arts style. The classic elements, which include a triangular pediment,
Corinthian columnsand a bracketed and dentillated cornice are well

designed and superbly crafted. Of special note are the bronze entrance

doors which call attention to the facade.

The People's First National Bank building has had great significance in the
economic history of Paducah, being the home of two of Paducah's most important
financial institutions. It is gaining new significance by becoming the home
of one of Paducah's oldest and most respected law firms.

4
The Paducah Sun, December 4, 1979, p. 2.




