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Paducah is an industrial community of 31,200 located at the confluence of 
the Tennessee and Ohio rivers in southwestern Kentucky. The Peoples 
National Bank Building sits on the southwestern corner of Third and Broadway, 
the city's main thoroughfare, about three blocks from the Ohio River.

The Old National Bank Building has a basic temple form with classical elements 
for decoration. The three-bay Broadway front is dominated by four massive 
Corinthian columns and a triangular pediment. A dentilled and bracketed 
cornice frames the pediment and extends around the side of the building. 
Corinthian pilasters divide the bays on the Third Street side and mark the 
corners of the building. A plain parapet hides the flat roof of the building.

Two bronze doors mark the entrance to the bank. Corinthian pilasters 
decorate the interior walls of the building. An ornamented, coffered ceiling 
is 33 feet from the floor. The building still has the original brass and 
marble teller cages and the marble vault entrance. The windows are barred 
with ornamental gratings.

The bank building is currently being adapted for use as law offices. No 
alterations are being made to the stone exterior of the building. Two layers 
of offices and conference rooms are being constructed inside the building. 
The brass and marble teller cages have been moved a few feet to provide a 
privacy corridor for the lawyers. The original brass lighting fixtures and 
teller cage windows are being retained. Despite the new construction, a 
clear view of the Corinthian capitals of 'the pilasters and the ornamented 
ceiling will remain. In as many ways as possible, the original details of 
the building are being preserved and enhanced.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

For seventy years the People's First National Bank and Trust Company Building has 
been a landmark in Paducah. The building was constructed by the First National 
Bank and was formally opened on March 27, 1911. Organized in 1865, the First National 
Bank was,at that time, the oldest bank in Paducah. It was also one of the oldest 
national banks in the South, being one of the Southern banks to take advantage of 
the passage of the national bank bill. 1 The Old National Bank Building is a superb 
example of the Beaux-Arts architecture that was popular in America at the beginning of 
this century. This symmetrical, classical style seemed appropriate for financial insti 
tutions because it reflected an instutution's stability and tradition.

The building was designed by the architect W. L. Brainerd. Construction began In 
mid-1910 and was carried out by the C.L. Brey Construction Company of St. Louis. 
The original cost of the building and furnishings was about $85,000.

The First National Bank remained in the building until it was absorbed by the 
City National Bank in 1930. The building remained empty until it was purchased 
by the People's First National Bank in January 1931. 3

The People's bank relocated in new facilities in 1970. The old building remained 
empty for ten years while bank officials tried to find a buyer who would preserve

The ̂ Paducah Evening Sun, March 27, 1911, p. 1; a 1910 newspaper article 
stated that the First National Bank was "conservative in business and had the 
reputation of being one of the safest banks in the country."

2 Ibid, p. 1.

o
The Paducah Sun-Democrat, January 20, 1931, p. 1; during the flood of 1937, 

the waters of the Ohio River stood nine feet high inside the bank. Paper cur 
rency and records had to be ironed dry by employees after the flood waters receded,

(continued)
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the building. In December 1979, the law firm of Whitlow, Roberts, Houston
& Russell purchased the building and began to rehabilitate the interior for
their offices. The structure is currently undergoing a very careful and sensitive
adaptation.

The People 1 s National Bank Building is an especially fine example of the Beaux- 
Arts style. The classic elements, which include a triangular pediment, 
Corinthian columnsand a bracketed and dentillated cornice are well 
designed and superbly crafted. Of special note are the bronze entrance 
doors which call attention to the facade.

The People's First National Bank building has had great significance in the 
economic history of Paducah, being the home of two of Paducah 1 s most important 
financial institutions. It is gaining new significance by becoming the home 
of one of Paducah's oldest and most respected law firms.

4 
The Paducah Sun, December 4, 1979, p. 2.


