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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Puget Sound Radio Station Historic District is located along the northern 
boundary of the shipyard at its highest elevation (292 feet). The facility was 
established at this location in 1506. The land was originally acquired to protect 
the water supply for the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, and the water tanks associated 
with this earlier (1896) use have been included in this nomination. These tanks 
while moved in 1918 to make way for a larger fresh water tank (Facility No. 314) 
have undergone only minor changes since that time and are still in use.

Excluding the water tanks, the district contains fifteen properties directly or 
indirectly related to the radio station as an historic use. The majority of the 
buildings are vernacular cottage styled structures with no unique details or 
features. The two exceptions are two quarters which exhibit Craftsman Bungalow 
(No. 642) and Tudor (No. 651) influences. The quarters buildings are sited among 
tall douglas fir trees with lawn and native shrubs. The historic Radio and Sound 
Repair Shop (No. 466) is now the Apprentice School for the shipyard, and is the 
largest building in the district. It is a three story brick building with details 
reflecting a Streamline style influence.

None of the properties located within this district are considered intrusions, 
although four are evaluated as individually not having a high level of architectural 
significance even though they are important to the historic significance of the area. 
These include the 1906 radio station and quarters (No. 133), the radio receiving 
control building (No. 192, 1916), the quarters for the radio operator (No. 377, 1921) 
and the barracks for the enlisted men at the station (No. 413, 1925).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Puget Sound Radio Station historic District is significant because it contains the 
only pfe-World War II buildings representative of this function within the Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard Shore Facility! Constructed between 1894 and 1941, the buildings In 
this district symbolize the role which this station, as well as the shipyard, played 
during the developing years of radio technology. This function was established at the 
yard in 1906 and continued through World War II.
In 1904, President Theodore Roosevelt convened an Interdepartmental Board of Wireless 
Telegraphy to consider ways of coordinating radio communications within the federal 
government. Its recommendation that the navy be responsible for all governmental 
coastal radio stations in addition to communications to and from ships at sea was 
established as official procedure by Executive Order the same year. Two years later, in 
1906, the Puget Sound Radio Station was established on the highest ground within the yard 
on land originally acquired to protect the facility's water supply (the original water 
tanks remain, continue to be used, and are incorporated into this district because of 
their unique historic significance). The creation of the radio station corresponded in 
time to the industrial yard expansion which culminated in the construction of Drydock 
No. 2 (1909-1913). Building No. 51, constructed in c.1894 as an office for the Civil 
Engineer, was in the way of this construction. It was moved to the radio station and 
converted into quarters. This building, along with Facility No. 133 (1906), became the 
nucleus of the Puget Sound wireless telegraph station. The antennae were tall trees 
which had been stripped of their limbs and painted white.
These two buildings were the radio station until 1915 when a program of modernization 
began. Metal masts replaced the wooden antennae in this year. By the end of World War 
I, the station had expanded to include a radio receiving control building and quarters 
for the radio officer. The expansion was due in part to the fact that during World War 
I, the military assumed control of all public and private radio communications in the 
United States.
Following the war, between 1921 and 1941, four additional buildings were constructed. 
These were quarters for the radio operator (1921), barracks for enlisted men at the 
radio station (1925), quarters for the executive officer for the radio station (19310, and 
a radio and sound repair shop (1941). During this period of time, the Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard was the District Center for the 13th Naval District and responsible for 
all transmissions between Oregon and the Canadian border. In addition, it was the 
designated yard for all matters pertaining to radio within Oregon, Washington and Alaska. 
This latter responsibility meant that Puget Sound shipyard personnel aided in the 
construction, modernization and maintenance of radio equipment at government installations 
located within this area, in addition to performing the same functions on the ships 
assigned to the yard for repair, overhaul and modernization.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Puget Sound Radio Station Historic District is located along the northern boundary 
of the shipyard at its highest elevation. It is immediately south of Mahan Avenue 
between Coghlan and Cottman Roads. The properties are located within the following 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard grid references: E 41, E 42, E 43, F 41, F 42 and F 43.
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By the end of World War II, the Puget Sound Radio Station had ceased to function as a 
major facility for radio communications. While the reasons are not documented in local 
archival sources, the closing of this station most likely reflected the improved 
technologies and the inter-service coordination which occurred during World War II. 
After the construction of the repair shop in 1941, no buildings were added to the radio 
area, and none of the major buildings have been demolished, although Building No. 51 
was moved a second time to make way of the repair shop. As it exists, this district 
represents the radio activity which occurred at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard during 
that period of time when the radio station was a major function of this shore facility.
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Historic Name I1U' c c '

OFFICERS QUARTERS

P&cility
No.

51

NAME OF STRUCTURE OFFICER'S QUARTERS 
Construction Date 1894 Alterations/Additions

(Add- 58,bath): Original Office of Civil Engineer______
VVWII Officer's Quarters @ Radio Station (Alt-41 .lighting;45;46,walks) 

Present Officer's Quarters___________ (Remod-1918; 70, elect. ) .

DESIGNED BY Unknown (original documents not located') DATE 1894

DESCRIPTION Condition Good Altered Yes Original Site NO
Building 51 is a one story,wood frame building 

with a hip roof. The building measures 47 feet 
by 47 feet. The siding is 6 inch drop siding with 
trim boards. Windows are wood sash and frame double- 
hung windows with 6 over 2 lights.

Constructed as the Office of the Civil Engineer, 
it was moved in 1907 to the Wireless Telegraph 
Station and converted to a residence in 1907. Building 
51 was moved a second time in 1939.

Navy records establish construction in 1894. A 
document search has not revealed original construction 
documents. The earliest drawings are dated 1918.

The interior of Quarters 51 consists of oak 
floors and plaster on wood lath walls and ceilings. 
Ceilings are 9 ft. in height. An entry porch 
has a vinyl floor. Glass doors separate the living 
room from the library. The kitchen has a vinyl 
floor and painted wood cabinets. The bath has 
VAT flooring. The partial basement has concrete 
walls and floor and 8 ft. ceilings. The basement 
contains a bath.

SIGNIFICANCE- Pprind 1800-1899 Area of Significance Military_____
11. 12.Y 13. 14. I

Building 51 was constructed in 1894 as the Office of the Civil Engineer. It re 
presents one of the first buildings constructed at the shipyard and is probably the 
first building designed and constructed by shipyard personnel. The building was origin 
ally located in the Industrial Area near the present day Daydock // 2. The building 
was moved in 1907 to the newly established Wireless Telegraph Station. Later, it was 
moved to its present location.

Building 51 was constructed as the Office of the Civil Engineer, R.C. Hollyday, 
U.S.N. The design of the building could be that of Hollyday or possibly his predecessor 
U.S.G. White, U.S.N. The building was relocted in 1907 and converted to Quarters. When 
moved, it was the second permanent building of the Wirelesss Telegraph Station established" 
a year earlier. Since 1907, the building has remained in the area and has served as

(cont'd on back)
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CONTINUATION of SIGNIFICANCE
quarters. However, in 1939 it was moved form its location near Building 651 to its present 
location near 413. The building remains quarters with alterations to its electrical wiring 
and plumbing. A small bath additon was constructed in 1958. The building is in good repair 
and has been well maintained.

Surveyed by August Gene Grulich, A. I.A. Date August 1985
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Historic Name

FRESH WATER TANK 124

988
Facility 
No.

124

NAME OF STRUCTURE FRESH WATER TANKS 
Construction Date 1897______

: Original Fresh Water Tank_________
WWII Fresh Water Tank_________

Present Fresh Water Tank

Alterations/Additions
(Add- 1918,ladder) 
(Alt-56 new roof)

DESIGNED BY PUGET SOUND NAVAL STATION PORT ORCHARD DATE 1896

DESCRIPTION Condition Good Altered NO Original Site NO
Structure 124 is a cyclindrical steel fresh 

water tank measuring 30 feet in diameter and 40 
feet in height. The construction is of riveted 
steel plate with a conical shingled roof. Originally 
constructed in 1896 to provide fresh water to the 
Naval Shipyard. The tank was relocated in 1918 
for the construction of Structure 314, a larger 
fresh water tank.

A plaque on the side of Building 124 reads: 
i Built by P.F.Dundon

San Francisco Iron Works
1897 

Designed by R.C. Hollyday C.E. ,,
U.S. Navy ' '• - • ' • •

Period 1800-1899 Area of Significance MilitarySIGNIFICANCE'• 
n. t2.yi3.l4Tn

Facility 124 is one of the first structures constructed at the Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard. Constructed for the storage of fresh water, it has continued in that function 
to the present. Alterations to the original structure include the installation of a 
ladder and a new roof. j

Constructed on the highest point of land within the shipyard. Facility 124 was 
constructed as part of the original group of structures of the then United States Navy 
Yard Puget Sound. No. 124 provided a supply of fresh water to the industrial area 
surrounding Dry Dock #1 as well as the officer's quarters of 1897. Later it supplied 
fresh water to the first Marine Reservation of 1902. The fresh water was transported 
via gravity. Facilities 124 and 125 provided fresh water from their ..original location

(cont'd on back)
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CONTINUATION of SIGNIFICANCE
until 1918 when both tanks were relocated several feet north. The relocation was required 
by the relocation of Facility 314 which was a converted oil storage tank previously located 
south of Facility 315, another oil storage tank.

The heavily wooded highland site served the gravity-fed water system with an ideal, 
low maintenance site providing a reliable source for the early shipyard. The site of 
Facilities 124 and 125 was a remote area of the shipyard until the establishment of a wire 
less telegraph station in 1906. Following the establishment of the wireless station, the 
area around 124 and 125 was improved and several wireless station buildings were added.

Surveyed by August Gene Grulich, A. I.A. Date August 1985
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Historic Name
FRESH WATER TANK 125

Facility
No.

125

NAME OF STRUCTURE FRESH WATER TANK 
Construction Date 189?______

: Original Fresh Water Tank________
WWII Fresh Water Tank________

Present Fresh Water Tank________

Alterations/Additions
(Add-1918,ladder) 
(Alt-56,new roof)

DESIGNED BY PUGET SOUND NAVAL STATION PORT ORCHARD, WASHINGTON DATE
DESCRIPTION Condition Good Altered NO_ Original Site No

Structure 125 is a cyclindrical steel fresh 
water tank measuring 30 feet in diameter and 40 
feet in height. The construction is of riveted 
steel plate with a conical shingled roof. Originally 
constructed in 1896 to provide fresh water to the 
Naval Shipyard. The tank was relocated in 1918 
for the construction of Structure 314, a larger 
fresh water tank.

Period 180Q-1899 Area of Significance MilitarySIGNIFICANCE^
11. »2.v I3. J4. I

Facility..1.25 is_ one of the first structures constructed at the Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard. Constructed for the storage of fresh water, it has continued in that function 
to the present< Alterations to the original structure include the installation of a 
ladder and a new roof.

Constructed at the highest point of land within the shipyard, Facility 125 was built 
as part of the original group of structures of the United States Navy Yard Puget Sound. 
No. 125 along with 124, another fresh water storage tank, provided a supply of fresh 
water to the industrial area surrounding Dry Dock #1 as well as the Officer's Quarters 
of 1897. Later it supplied fresh water to the first Marine Reservation of 1902. The 
fresh water was transported via gravity. Facility 125 and 124 provided fresh water from 
their original location until 1918 when both tanks were relocated several feet north 

. (cont'd on back)
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CONTINUATION of SIGNIFICANCE
of their original site. The relocation was required by the relocation of Facility 314 which 
was a converted oil storage tank previously located south of Facility 315, another oil storage 
tank.

The heavily wooded highland site served the gravity fed water system with an ideal, low 
maintenance site providing a reliable water system for the early shipyard. The site of 125 
and 124 was a remote area of the shipyard until the establishment of a wireless telegraph 
station in 1906. Following the establishment of the wireless station, the area around 125 
and 124 was improved and several wireless station buildings were added.

Surveyed by August Gene Grulich, A. I.A. Date August 1985
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Historic Name "uy c *• *

RADIO and SOUND REPAIR
SHOP

Facility
No.

466

NAME OF STRUCTURE APPRENTICE SCHOOL 
Construction Date 1941_____ 
Uses:Original Radio & Sound Repair Shop 

WWl I Radio & Sound Repair Shop 
PreS6Ht Apprentice School

Alterations/Additions
(Alt-47,East wing) 
(Remod-43,2nd fl.toilets;53)

DESIGNED BY_PUGET SOUND NAVY YARD DATE 1941

DESCRIPTION Condition Good Altered Yes Original SiteYes

Building 466, a brick veneer building, is 
.three stories with a basement. The roof is flat. 
The brick is laid in running bond with buff colored 

rrMission"textured brick. The base of the building 
is concrete. Windows are steel sash with 4 lights 
with awning operable units. Lintels are flat 
and sills are cast stone. Cast stone bands decorate 
the building at the head and sill of the third 
story windows and at the third story floorline 
and at the coping. The entry on the north elevatior 
is stepped in receding steps reflective a simple 
"Streamline" influence. Two large brass lanterns 
flank the entry with thick brass straps, scrolled 
at top and bottom serving as stands. The exterior 
has received some recent tuck-pointing of the 
brick on the northwest and southwest corners.

A loading dock with shed roof, an electrical 
vault and a shed have been added. Two metal build 
ings along the east side of the building are used 
in conjunction with the apprentice school.

The interior is plaster walls and partitions, 
wood doors and trim with VAT flooring over concrete 
slabs. Interior stairs are steel.

Period 1900- Area of Significance LtarvSIGNIFICANCE'•
11. I2.A I3. I4. \

Building 466 was constructed in 1941 as a facility for the repair of radio equip 
ment. It was the major building within the Puget Sound Radio Station. Building 466 
was a three story masonry building used for the repair of radio and sound equipment.

The building was designed in a manner that exhibited few elements of the "Stream 
line" motif. The building was symetrical in its front elevation with a central three 
story entry flanked by wings of a simple design of masonry and window units.

Building 466 is a 1941 "Streamline" influenced building constructed for the repair 
of radio equipment. It remained the repair ship until the end of World War II at which 
time it was designated the Electronics Laboratory. The building was designed by the 
Puget Sound Navy Yard under the direction of Public Works Officer, Captian R.E. Thomas, 
U.S.N. By 1958 the building had been converted to the Appentice School, (cont'd orrback)
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CONTINUATION of SIGNIFICANCE
As the Apprentice School, it required the relocation of Building 413 and minor alterations. 
Two one-story metal buildings have been added to the east of Building 466 for use in the 
Apprentice School. The interior has experienced alterations and remodeling. The building 
is in a good state of repair.

Surveyed by August Gene Grulich, A.I.A. Date August 1985
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Historic Name

QUARTERS U .

facility 
No.

642

NAME OF STRUCTURE 
Construction Date 1918

OFFICER'S QUARTERS (U) & GARAGE 643

Uses: Original Quarters Radio Officer 
W Wl I Officers' Quarters

Present Officer's Quarters (U)

Alterations/Additions
(Alt-46, repairs;59)
(Add-26)
(Remod-35,heat;46,elect)

DESIGNED BY NAVY YARD PUGET SOUND. WASHINGTON DATE 1916

DESCRIPTION : Condition Good Altered Yes Original Site Yes

D
Square newel posts and square spindles 
are painted.

Upstairs, floors are fir, walls 
are plaster on lath. The upper bath 
has vinyl floor and tile tub surround.

The quarter basement has con 
crete floor and exterior walls. An 
addition of approximately 8 ft. in 
width to the west side of the build 
ing is noticable from the foundation 
viewed from basement doorway on west.

Building 642, Quarters "U", was constructed 
in 1916 as quarters for the Radio Officer or Officer 
in-Charge of Puget Sound Radio Station. The building 
is a wood frame bungalow, 1% .stories, measuring 
62 feet by 40 feet. The building is clad in shingles 
with gable roof covered with composition shingles. 
A large shed dormer was added to the building to 
increase upper floor space. The entry and side 
porch are structured with wood"elephantine"columns 
on concrete bases resting on brick plinths. Brick 
walls form railings for the porches. Windows are 
wood double-hung sash with 6 over 1 lights. The 
north elevation is composed of two small gables 
forming wings on either side of a central porch. 
The smaller gables are incorporated in the design 
of the larger main gable roof of the building.

The interior of 642 contains walls of plaster 
on wood lath, floors of fir T & G flooring. The 
front (living room) and dining room has a 5 ft. 
high wainscot of painted wood paneling. The detail 
ing exhibits "Craftman" influences with simple 
gable shaped sopraporta at interior doors and windows. 
Recessed panels in wainscot and doors, coffered 
ceiling and "Elephantine" columns on interior screen 
walls The fireplace is composed of "clinker1'":br"ick 
with tile hearth. The fireplace is flanked by 
simple bookselves, wood benches with wood bins. 
The kitchen has vinyl floor, plastic laminate counter- 
tops and painted cupboards. A small enclosed porch 
has been added to the northwest corner as a mudroom. 
Bedroom doors have transoms. Baths have vinyl floor, 
wall tile and hexagonal ceramic tile with painted 
hardboard wainscot. Stairs are wood with carpet.

__ (cont'd)

Period 1900- ArPa of Significance MilitarySIGNIFICANCE'-
|1. I2.Y I3. 14. I

Building 642 was constructed in 1918 as quarters for the Radio Officer. The building': 
design reflects the "Craftsman "Bungalow"style popular during this period. The building's 
design represents a significant departure from earlier quarter designs. This bungalow 
design is commonly identified as the "California Bungalow" having broad gable roof, 
elephantine columns, multi-paned windows and rustic brick bases. Building 642 was designed 
by the Navy Yard Puget Sound under the direction of Public Works Officer, Captain L.E. 
Gregory, U.S.N.

The building served as quarters for the Radio Officer. That Officer's title changed 
after 1930 to the District Communications Officer. In 1943, Building 642 was converted
to the quarters of the Radio Material. Officer. The District Communcations Officer was

(cont'd on back)
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CONTINUATION of SIGNIFICANCE
then quartered in Building 651, Quarters Z. After World War II, the building became quarters 
for the Electronics Officer.

Building 642 remains in its original location within the old Radio Area. It has experienced 
modernization of its plumbing and electrical wiring. In 1926 a bedroom was added to the rear 
of the building. It has been well maintained.

Surveyed by August Gene Grulich, A.I.A. Date August 1985
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Historic Name «,
QUARTERS Z .

'Facility 
No.

651

NAME OF STRUCTURE OFFICER'S QUARTERS (z) & GARAGE 604 
Construction Date 1931
Uses:Original Ex. Officer Quarters PSRS 

WWII Officer Quarters_______
Present Officer Quarters

Alterations/Additions
(Add- 46,sunroom) 
(Alt- 40, bath) 
(Remod- 52,roof)

DESIGNED BY PUGET SOUND NAVY YARD DATE 1930

DESCRIPTION: Condition Excellent AlteredNo _ Original

(cont'd)
and first floor. Its floor has hex 
agonal ceramic tile.

Garage 604 is connected via a 
courtyard and is brick veneer with a 
concrete slab floor.

Building 651, Officer's Quarters (Z) , is a 
two story brick residence measuring 50 feet by 
31 feet with detached garage and garden walls.

The brick is laid in a running bond on dark 
red, mission textured brick. The design of the 
building shows "Tutor" influences with arched doorway 
of limestone segmental arch and archivolts. Windows 
with flat lintels of a brick soldier course and 
sill of brick surround steel sash with operable 
casement units. The roof is a steeply pitched 
gable roof with composition shingles. At the eaves 
are copper gutters connected to copper downspouts.

The quarters served as residence for the 
executive officer of the Puget Sound Radio Station.

The interior of Quarters (Z) maintains the 
"Tudor" influences of its exterior. The floors 
are oak on the first and second floors, walls are 
plaster on wood lath. Doors are one panel with 
fir inset. Door frames are varnished oak as are 
doors. The wall intersects the ceiling with curved 
surfaces. The entry is a hall with a closed rail 
stairway to second floor and a large cased opening 
to the living room. The living room contains a 
fireplace with sculptured plaster resembling a 
"Tudor" chimney piece. The living room, dining 
room and kitchen nook have textured plaster ceilings 
at 8 ft height. Elsewhere ceilings are smooth plaster 
as are all walls. The second floor has oak floors, 
doors and door frames. The ceiling is 8 feet.

The attic is accessed by steep open stairs. 
The attic has painted fir floors, the basement 
has concrete floor and exterior walls, a bedroom 
and bath with plaster walls occupies the northwest 
corner. A half bath is located between basement

Period 1900- Area of Significance MilitarySIGNIFICANCE'-
|1. XJ2. |3. KI|

Building 651 was constructed in 1931 as quarters for the Executive Officer for the 
Puget Sound Radio Station. Building 651 was the first brick veneered building within 
the Radio Station Area. Designed by the Puget Sound Navy Yard under the direction of 
Public Works Officer LCDR B. Moreell U.S.N.,the building exhibits "Tudor" influences 
with "Tudor" arches, intersecting gable roofs, and curved stucco interior surfaces.

Building 651 was designed as quarters with "Tudor" design elements. The exterior 
walls are textured brick. The doorways contain four-centered arches with doors and 
frames of varnished oak. Steeply pitched gable roofs combine with small paned flat 
arched windows to complete the "Tudor" detailing. The interior reflects the "Tudor"
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CONTINUATION of SIGNIFICANCE
influences through the use of coved plaster walls and archways. The sculptured stucco fire 
place with "Tudor" inspired chimney piece completes the design.

Building 651 served as quarters for Warrant Officer of the Radio Station until 1937 
when it was assigned to the Construction Officer. In 1938, Building 651 became quarters 
for the Radio Material Officer and it remained as that until the end of World War II.

The building remains in its original position with minor additions and alterations. 
Alterations have been limited to the modernization of plumbing and electrical wiring. The 
building is in good repair and has been well maintained.

Surveyed by Au§ust Gene Grulich, A.I.A. Date Au§ust 1985


