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The Daniel S, Piper House is an interconnected farmstead complex
complex, including a two and one half story house, a one and one half
story rear dependency, and a two and one half story barn, The entire
complex is wood frame construction and is styled as a late example of
Greek Revival architecture, Due to the late period of construction for
this particular style, the architectural trim, especially at the front
entry and side entry porches, are more Italianate in character, reflecting
its time of construction in 1877, The foundation material throughout
the complex is local limestone, except at the rear of the barn where
the structure is supported by tree trunk pylons driven into the ground.

The house is a rather large mass, uncharacteristic of the '"gable end"
variation of the Greek Revival residential style, The front entry is off
center, being a part of an unevenly proportioned front facade., Four
windows, stacked two over two, are grouped to the right of the entry,

The barn is the most characteristically "New England" looking of
the complex, with its Greek Revival gable trim, its wagon doors at each
gable end, and its cupola ventilator,

The farm complex has undergone very little exterior alteration with
the enclosure of the side entry and the removal of one side window in
the rear dependency, A new foundation was recently added under the side
porch, The interior has been extensively remodeled, especially in the
rear dependency which now functions as part of the living quarters,
but which formerly contained the summer kitchen, wood shed and granary,
The complex has been well maintained and is in excellent conditionm,
except for the rear wall of the barn which is in need of major structural
repair, ’
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The Daniel S, Piper House is Minnesota's only known surviving
example of an interconnected New England style farmstead, where all the
farm buildings; wood shed, summer kitchen, granary, barn, and farm
house, are constructed as one contiguous building, The architectural
style reflects the "Yankee" heritage of the Piper family, being executed
as a late example of the Gresk/Kevival motif,

Daniel Piper immigrated to Minnesota in 1877, purchasing the
farm in November of that year, He commenced construction of the complex,
utilizing the talents of four master carpenters from New Hampshire,
who completed the building late in&;877. Materials for the building
were top grade, as Piper had been a lumberman in the East, and he
personally supervised their selection., This has likaly added to the
excellent aging of the building which except for the rear half of the
barn, remains in good structural condition,

The farm complex remains an excellent symbol of the New England
heritage of many early Minnesota pioneers,
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Russell W, Fridley
Title State Historic Preservation

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

1 hereby certify that this property is included in
National Register.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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