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AREA FORM NO. 

104 NRN 

Tcwn Wakefield 

At3dress Ho Crescent Street 

Historic Name 

NA 

Use: Present dwpi l i n g 

Original dw^i i ing; 

DESOIIPTION 

Date 

Soiitce owner's dnciJTTipnt3ti nn 

Style OT^PPI^ TtevUr^l 

A r c h i t e c t A h p l T?. Hnt- . rhi n!=^nn 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) PYtpndpri 

r ea r 1 s t n r y ( r . 1 RfSO) 

condition F r i i r 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreag:' ^ e s s th-an one Qcro 

Setting set on h i l 1 , Tnansivp r n i ^ t i r-.^tp. 

g r a n i t e r p t a i n i n g w a l l piigp;^ 

r.nrner p i n t . 

OTM REFERENCE 19/330010/^707570 

DSGS QDADRANGLE Reading, MA 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P rese rva t ion 
AssocistGS 

organization Wakefield His tn r ic ;^1 
Commission 

Date jviaynh^ 19^5 



NATICWAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
This I h story Greek Revival house i s a unique and very ca r e f u l l y 
preserved example of a house form found throughout New England. I t 
retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, workmanship, fee l i n g 
and association, and meets c r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the loc a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECnjRAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important arciiitectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ocanmunity. 

This i s a unique and very f i n e example i n Wakefield of a Greek Revival 
house form found throughout New England. One and one ha l f stories 
high, the high peaked gable roof, set p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t , i s 
cantllevered over the body of the house and supported by four f l u t e d 
Doric columns f r o n t i n g a porch. The door, set i n the center of the 
f i v e bay elevation, features a paneled architrave surround with c i r c l e 
f i l l e d corner blocks, a pattern repeated f o r the sidelights and the 
ten l i g h t transom. Windows also have architrave surrounds, they 
extend to the f l o o r at the porch, a t y p i c a l Greek Revival feature. A 
narrow side door has the same complex surround and multi-pane transom. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developtnait of the cananunity. 

Crescent Street existed as early as l 8 l 2 , when i t was a lane with a 
gate across i t at Main Street. Though not accepted by the town u n t i l 
1838, i t had been i n wide use since the establishment ten years 
e a r l i e r of the South Reading Academy, a private school preparing young 
men f o r further Baptist theological studies, and informally serving as 
a high school. The Central Grammar School joined the Academy on the 
h i l l before I857, but i n l847 the Academy building was purchased by 
the town to use as i t s own public high school. 

Abel F. Hutchinson, a shoe maker, purchased t h i s l o t i n I836, and 
three years l a t e r b u i l t the house. Shoe making was the town's most 
important industry before the opening of the r a i l r o a d i n l844 brought 
i n d u s t r i a l d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n and expansion. I t remained, however, the 
second most valuable product, employing a s i g n i f i c a n t number of the 
town's c i t i z e n s , both men and women. Since no shoe shop i s pictured 
on the l o t , i t i s to be supposed that Mr. Hutchinson was employed 
by one of the town's shoo, manufacturers, l i k e John White, L.B. Evans, or 
Thomas Emerson. The house has continued to be occupied and careful l y 
maintained by descendants of the o r i g i n a l builder. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
map, 1857 A. Hutchinson 
Directory, I869 
Eaton, L i l l e y . Genealogical History of the town of Reading, Boston, 
1874. : 
Information supplied by Gertrude H. Gulllow. 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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