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NAT G/ REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)
This I'h story Geek Revival house i sa unique and very carefully
preserved exanple of a house form found throughout New England. | t
retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling
and association, and nmeets criterion Cof theNRP onthelocal Ilevel.

ARH TEO RAL S GN H CANCE  Describe inportant arciiitectural featuresandevaluateinterns of
ot her buildings within the ocannunity.

This i saunique andvery fine exanple i nWkefield of a Geek Revival
house form found throughout NewEngland. QOne andonehalf stories
high, thehigh peaked gable roof, set parallel tothestreet,i s
cantllevered over thebody of t hehouse andsupported by four fluted
Doric colums fronting a porch. Thedoor, set I nthecenter of the
five bayelevation, features a paneled architrave surround with circle
filled corner blocks, apattern repeated for thesidelights and the
ten light transom Wndows al so have architrave surrounds, they

extend tothefloor at theporch, atypical Geek Revival feature. A
narrow side door has t he sane conplex surround and multi-pane transom

HSTGRCAL SANHCANE Explainthe role cwiers played i nlocal or state history and howt he

building relates to the developtnait of the cananunity.
Crescent Street existed asearly as|8/2, when i twas a lane with a
gate across i tat Main Street. Though not accepted by thetown until
1838, i t hadbeen i nwide usesince t heestablishment tenyears
earlier of theSouth Reading Acadeny, a private school preparing young
men for further Baptist theological studies, andinformally servingas
a high school. The Central Gammar School g’)o.ine.d t he Acadeny on the
hill before 1857, but i nl847 the Acadeny building was purchased by
the town touse asitsownpublic high school.

Abel F. Hutchinson, a shoe maker, purchased this |oti nl836, and
three years later built thehouse. Shoe making was t hetown's nost

i mportant industry before theopening of therailroad i nl844 brought
industrial diversification andexpansion. |t remined, however, the
second nost val uabl e product, enploying a significant nunber of the
town's citizens, both nen and wonen. Since no shoe shop i s pictured

on thelot, i tistobesupposed that M. Hutchinson was enpl oyed

by one of thetown's gshoo, manufacturers, |ike John White, L.B. Evans, or
Thomas Enerson. The house has continued t o be occupied and carefully

mai nt ai ned by descendants of theoriginal builder.

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENES
map, 1857 A Hutchinson
Directory, 1869
Eaton, Lilley. Genealogical History of thetown of Reading, Boston,
1874.

I nformation supplied by Gertrude H Gulll ow.
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