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Ihe Rocks Village Historic District is located on the Merrimack River in the north­
eastern part of Haverhill, Massachusetts. The district is made up of 25 buildings 
situated along the tree-shaded, rural setting of Wharf Lane, River Road and East 
Main Street. The area also includes Rock's Bridge viiich stretches over the Merrimack 
and connects Haverhill with the town of West Newbury. 

Fifteen of the structures in the district date from the eighteenth century, e i ^ t 
from the nineteenth century, and two from the twentieth century. The latter two 
hoxjses include the Bulgaris House (#6) , bmlt at the turn of the century, and the 
McCarthy House (#7), a mid-twentieth century Cape style hotjse. Mast of the bmldings 
are of clapboard construction, althou^ at least one structxire, the DeaconJohn 
Foote Store (#8) is brick. The Rocks Village Historic District is primarily resi­
dential with the exception of the Hand Tub HoLise vdtiich is now a museum. 

Located along a narrcw section of the Merrimack River, Rocks Village began as a 
ferry crossing in 16A0. In 1795, a covered wooden bridge was built at the crossing. 
A flood in 1818 swept the bridge away, and another was bmlt in its place. The 
present steel bridge has stood since 1905. ^ 

The f i r s t half of the Colonel Zebulon Ingersoll House (#1) was hm.lt in 17A0 and 
has a fieldstone foundation. A deed states that in 1782 Colonel Johnson enlarged 
the house for his son, separating the addition by a "great hall." The second portion 
of the house is distinguished from the f i r s t by the former's brick foundation. The 
Ingersoll Hovise is a two story clapboard structure ̂ i c h is five bays wide. There 
are two brick chiimeys on the ridge roof, and the f i r s t floor windows have twelve-
over-twelve l i ^ t s , with the second story having t:welve-over-ei^t lights. The 
central doorway is surmovinted by an ell i p t i c a l fanlight and has sidelights. The 
interior of the house has moldings and dadoes ix^ich shew the influence of Samuel 
Mclntire. A handsome fence built in 1850 runs along the front and sides of the 
property. 

The original section of the Ingalls Itouse (Countess House) (#12) was b t i i l t in 1750, 
and*contained a kitchen, parlor and three bedrooms. Winders in this portion of the 
house are twelve-over-twelve. The front section was built in 1809 and has a living 
room., dining room, entrance hall and stairway and two bedrooms. Winder in this 
addition are ei^t-over-twelve and have louvered wooden shutters. The interior has 
many fine Federal details. One of the most outstanding features of the Ingalls 
House is a series of murals painted on plaster by the famous itinerant N»7 England 
artist Rufus Porter. In the foyer and stairwell are depicted a com try landscape 
and river scene, complete with the Steamship Albany and hmters on horseback. In 
the study a l l four walls are treated as a continuous landscape in grey-green values. 
Else/^ere colors include vivid hues of chartreuse, deep greens and aituim colors. 
The paintings have never been abtised and are in fine condition. In recent years 
additional murals have been fomd in several other rooms beneath wallpaper and paint. 

The Elliot-^body House (#16) was buLlt in 1765 and is a two story, hip roofed 
structure. The clapboard house is five bays wide and three deep, and windows have 
twelve-over-twelve l i ^ t s . The original front doorway was removed when the hoijse was 
divided in 1824. Interior details incliade ten fireplaces, of \diich two are in the 
basements. There are two brick chiimeys, one on either end of the roof. 

contintaed 
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Next to the Elliot-Moody HoLise is the John Swett House (#17) of 1730. The two 
story, clapboard house is five bays wide and three deep and has a ridge roof and 
center chimney. A six-foot diameter millstone serves as a front step. The most 
sagmfleant feature of the ho\:ise is it s massive chiimey structure lAhich is set at 
a thirty degree angle to the foundation and provides four comer fireplaces on the 
f i r s t floor. As the chiimey passes throijgh the second floor, i t carries the two 
fireplaces of the front chanbers and twists back to parallel the facade before 
entering the attic. The arch carries the floor framing which runs diagpnally throu^ 
the house. 

The Hand Tub Hoxjse (#25) was bmlt in 1840. I t is five bays deep and has it s gable 
end to the street. The two story, ridge roof structure is sheathed in clapboards 
and has pilasters at the comers. The gable end has dô ±>le f i r e doors, above ^li c h 
is a fine Palladian window. Within the gable i t s e l f is a circular window and in the 
center of the roof is the bell tower. 

With the exception of the two twentieth century bmldings in the district, the Rocks 
Village area remains essentially unaltered since the nineteenth century. Today the 
integrity of the district is being preserved by means of a local historic district 
ccranission ̂ i d i was established in 1975. 
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The Rod^ Village Historic District is significant as a virtually unchanged exanple 
of a pre-Indus t r i a l comnunity of the 18th and 19 th centuries and for i t s associations 
with the mural painter Rufus Porter and poet John Greenleaf Whittier. 

Once a separate comnunity from the City of Haverhill, Rocks Village f i r s t developed 
in the seventeenth century as a ferry crossing along the Merrimack River. Residents 
of the village operated the ferries and thxjs provided an inportant means of comnuni-
cation and trade between New Hanpshire to the north and eventually Boston to the 
south. Rocks Village built i t s cwn econony based on handicraft and farming. The 
area was bvisy with shipbuilding, fishing, and the manufacture of turned shoes and 
homcot±)s. The homes in the district were bui l t by local craftsmen and bmlders, 
aided by itinerant joiners, carvers and artists. 

A nunber of the houses in the village have outstanding ardiitectural features such as 
the Ingersoll House (#1) T̂ hich shews the influence of Samuel Mclntire and the Ingalls 
House (#12) which contains the famous Rufus Porter murals. The Ingalls House is 
often called the "Countess House" becavise New England's f i r s t countess was bom there 
in January 1786. She was Mary Ingalls, ̂ \̂ ose tragic story si:pplied John Greenleaf 
Whittier with the theme for one of his most romantic and best loved poems, "The 
Countess." "E.W." to whom the poem was dedicated was Dr. Elias Weld, ̂ o occtpied 
the house in the early nineteenth century and was responsible for the center entrance 
addition to the original struct:ure. Dr. Weld also figured as the kindly doctor in 
Whittier's "Snowbound." 

The Elliot-Mjody House (#16) was the mansion of Moses Moocfy ̂ o owned sixteen acres 
on the opposite side of East Main Street. Moody was a wealthy iLnberman vho was 
one of the proprietors of the f i r s t Rocks Village Bridge, which was bxiilt in 1795. 

The John Swett House (#17) was built by the owner of a ferry landing along the Merri­
mack"] In 1742 John and Sarah Swett sold their hotise and most of their nineteen 
acres along the river to Dr. Simeon Brown. 

The focus of the district is the Hand Ti±> House (#25) ̂ i c h is presently being pre­
served as a hand t\h muse\jm by the Rocks Village Memorial Association. the f i r s t 
floor was kept the engine, and the second floor was used as a meeting room of the fire 
cctipany as well as occasionally for religioias services. 

The Rocks Village District is on the "Whittier Trail" and is a central part of 
"Whittierland" as described by tiie poet vhose birthplace is not far from Rocks Village. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ~ 

Commencing i n the southeastern corner of the d i s t r i c t , the boundary lines run north 
along the west side of the l^errima^ River. At Rock's Bridge i t turns east and 
crosses the r i v e r t o the Hasze side, where i t runs north the width of the bridge, 
then west again to the west bank of the Merrimack River. I t then continues north toi 
the Haverhi11/Merrimac town l i n e , thence northwest across River Road, then south 
along the rear boundaries of the properties along River Road to East Main Street. 
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Rocks Village Historic D i s t r i c t 7,9,10 

7. The f i r s t bridge across the Merrimack River at Rocks Village was b u i l t i n 1795 and 
was washed away by a freshet i n 1817. A new bridge consisting of four Burr truss 
wooden spans and a draw was completed i n 1828. In 1873 one of the central spans 
as well as the draw were replaced by a double intersection riveted Warren truss 
swing span on a turntable, with a length of 160 feet. The draw section was replaced 
by a riveted p a r a l l e l chord Pratt truss span of 75 feet, without an upper l a t e r a l 
system. In 1893 the wooden sjian on the Rocks Village side of the River was replaced 
by a riveted, Pennsylvania P e t i t truss span of 185 feet. The span was i n s t a l l e d by 
the Boston Bridge Works. In 1914 the two wooden spans on the West Newbury side of the 
River were replaced by a p a r a l l e l chord riveted Pratt truss span of 125 feet, with no 
upper l a t e r a l system, a Pennsylvania P e t i t truss span of 200 feet, and a Pratt truss 
span of 100 feet, without an upper l a t e r a l system. The f i v e rectangular granite 
piers date from 1873 to 1914. The turntable rests on a round granite pier about 20 
feet i n diameter. The abutments date from 1828. The swing span of this bridge i s 
s t i l l i n operation.* 

*Molloy, Peter M, 

9 .*Mol loy , Peter M. , The Lower Merrimack V a l l e y , An Inven to ry o f H i s t o r i c Engineer ing 
and I n d u s t r i a l S i t e s , Washington & Nor th Andover: HAER & M e r r i ­
mack V a l l e y T e x t i l e Museum, 19 76. 

10. UTM References: 
1^-A/19/336260/4741620 
^"Vl9 /336350 /474 i460 
f^/19/336530/4741590 
^Wl9/336370/4741420 
C^/19/336430/4741180 
p-R/19/336400/4741060 
gVl9/336300/4741080 
4^/19/336080/4741380 

O-*/19/336140/4741680 
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At the rear property boundaries of the houses along East Main Street, the 
boundary l i n e turns west and runs to the edge of the intersection of 
Amesbury Line Road and East Broadway, then south along Colby Lane. At the 
end of Colby Lane, the boundary continues south along the wharf area, then 
east to the Merrimack River. 
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L i s t of Properties located i n the Rocks Village H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t 

1. Col. Zebulon Ingersol House 
2. L t . Samuel Estabrook House 
3. Joseph Silloway Tavern 
4. Atkins House 
5. Samuel Poote House 
6. Bulgaris House 
7. McCarthy House 
8. Deacon John Foote Store 
9. Daniel Chase House 
10. William Sawyer House 
11. Colby House 
12. The Countess House 
13. Ramsey House 
14. Swartz House 
15. E l l i o t Germain House 
16. E l l i o t Moody House 
17. John Swett House 
18. Sawyer's Store 
19. Swett-Osgood House 
20. Carr-John Estabrook House 
21. Gideon Challis House 
22. Bridge T o l l Collectors House 
23. Phineas Nichols House 
24. Samuel Estabrook, Jr. House 
25. Hand Tub House 
26. Site of the Joshua Emery House 
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ROCKS VIIIAGE HESTORIC DISTRICT 
HAVERHILL, m 
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Map not drawn to scale 
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Ha'veiiiill: Rocks Village Historic District 

1 Frank and Mŷ rle Sweeney 
2 Walter and Phillis Harrington 
3 Edwin C. Whittemore 
4 Frederick Atkins 
5 Gerard and Ann Duford 
6 Jim and Blanche Bulgaris 
7 Robert McCarthy 
8 Lois Voorhees 
9 Gordon Waves 
10 Dana F. Browne11 
11 Clarron Tuck 
12 John and Veronica O'Brien 
13 Rick Marchisio 
14 Dennis and Joanne Swartz 
15 Stephen and Barbara Aradas 
16 Earl and Ann Olmstead 
17 Joel and Nancy Rubenstein 
18 Florence Stuart 
19 Paul Charron 
20 Peter and Lynne Killheffer 
21 Jerry C. Lischke 
22 Frederick L. Garvin 
23 Frank A. Smith 
24 Mrs. William R. Leary 
25 David and Carole Presberg 
26 Hand Tub Fire House 

1 Wharf Lane 
20 Wharf Lane 
22 Wharf Lane 
34 Wharf Lane 
29 Wharf Lane 
19 Wharf Lane 
15 Wharf Lane 

Wharf Lane 
East Main Street 
37 East Main Street 
Colby Lane 
29 East Main Street 
23 East Main Street 
20 East Main Street 
28 East Main Street 
34 East Main Street 
38 East Main Street 
42 East Main Street 
16 River Road 
20 River Road 
36 River Road 
35 River Road 
27 River Road 
21 River Road 
7 River Road 
Rocks Village 

Have i i i i l l , Mass. 01830 













































PAUL GUZZI 

OUZOS' 

November 8, 1976 
^CEIVED 

1976 
Mr. Charles Herrington 
Registrar 
National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

The Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission would l i k e to amend the nomination 
form for the Rocks Village H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Haverhill, Massachusetts 
currently under your review. The commission would l i k e to extend the 
boundaries of the d i s t r i c t to include the entire Rocks Village Bridge as 
was suggested by your o f f i c e . The o r i g i n a l application only included the 
Rocks Village h a l f of the bridge. Enclosed i s a photograph of the bridge, 
a description, and new USGS maps and UTM references. 

Sincerely yours. 

Pat r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enc. 
PLW/edh 
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Klttredge Mansion 

Boyalston Cocanon Historic District 

Coolidge, Calvin« House 

Train* Saimiel* Eouse 

I Bocks Villas^ Historic District 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 

Hon. Edvard W. Brooke 
Bon. Paul Tsongas 
Bon. Edward P. Boland 
Bon. Silvio 0. Conte 
Hon. Robert P. Drlnan 

North Andover 
Essex County 
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Haŝ >shlre County 

Weston 
Middlesex County 

Haverhill vicinity 
Essex County 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
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Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Connalssion 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
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Advisory Council on 
Historic Prs.sen âtjon 
1522 K S a c s t " s y y 
Washington, D.C. .:!0005 

August 3 1 , 1978 

Ms. Heidi Jtarston 
Merrimac Valley Planning Commission 
5 U'ashington Street 
l i . ^ v e r h i l l , Massachusetts 01830 

Dear Ms. Marston: 

Enclosed is a copy of the Council's "Procedures for the Protection of 
Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800) and the "Contents 
of a rrslirninary Case Report" that you requested during our recent 
phone convrr.Tation concerning repair or replacement of the bridge into 
Rocks Village Historic D i s l r i c t , near Haverhill, Massachusetts, a 
property l i s t e d on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Funds for repair of the bridge for bicycle and pedestrian use may be 
available from the Land and Water Conservation Fund administered by 
the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. For information 
concerning the program i n Massachusetts contact: 

Dr. Evelyn Murphy 
Secretary 
Department of Environmental A f f a i r s 
Government Building 
100 Carnbridge Stree!: 
Iioston, Ma.ssachusetts 02202 

I f I can be of further assistance please c a l l . 

Sincerely, 

haron S. Conv;ay ^ 
Office of Review and 

Compliance 

Enc 1 OS VI re 

The Council is en in-dependent unit of th.:' Executive Branch of t.he Icdcml Government charged by tl:e Ac: of 
October 1 5, 1966 to adviie the President and Congress in the field of Historic I'reservaticm. 
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Preservation / t^^ '̂̂  

1522 K street NW. 
V\^hington D.C 
20005 

A p r i l 14, 1980 
RECEIVED 

APR 10 1979 
Mr. William Pi l lsbury, Jr. 
Conimunity Development Coordination „ , , _ 
Department of Community Planning FLANNINu & DEVELOFfflENT 

and Development 
4 Summer Street - Room 201 
Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830 

Dear Mr. Pillsbury: 

We have received your l e t t e r of A p r i l 1, 1980, i n which you 
determined that rehabilitation of the Rocks Village Fire 
Station using Community Development Block Grant funds would 
have no adverse effect oiA Rocks Village Historic D i s t r i c t s 
near Haverhill, Massachusetts, a propert^inc!uide'^T3r 
National Register of Historic Places. The Executive Director 
objects to your determination because the Massachvisetts 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has not yet had 
an opportunity to review and approve f i n a l plans and specifications 
for this project. Pursuant to Section 800.6(a)(2) of the 
Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive 
Director w i l l withdraw this objection i f the following 
condition, ĵ s met: 

Prior to expenditure of ftmds for this project the City 
of Haverhill w i l l submit f i n a l plans and specifications 
to the SHPO for review and comment. I f after review of 
the documentation the SHPO i s of the opinion that the 
undertaking w i l l adversely affect the resource, the 
City w i l l request the comments of the Council i n accordance 
with Section 800.4(d) of the Council's regulations. 

I f you agree to this condition, please sign on the concurrence 
lin e below and return this l e t t e r to us. This w i l l then be 
incorporated into your determination and the Executive 
Director w i l l withdraw his objection to your determination 
of no adverse effect. 



In accordance with Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, 
a copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along 
with supporting documentation and this concurrence, should 
be included i n any assessment or statement prepared for-this 
undertaking i n compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be included i n your records as evidence 
of your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and the Council's regulations. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, ^ 

io^daa E. Tannenbaum 
Lef, Eastem Division 

'of Project Review 

I concur: 



Advisory ^d. 
Council On <y^^^ ' 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.C 
20005 

A p r i l 14, 1980 

Mr. William Pillsbury, Jr. 
Community Development Coordination 
Department of Community Planning 

and Development 
4 Summer Street - Room 201 
Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830 

Dear Mr. Pillsbury: 

We have received your l e t t e r of April 1, 1980, i n which you 
determined that rehabilitation of the Rocks Village Fire 
Station using Community Development Block Grant funds would 
have no adverse effect on Rocks Village Historic D i s t r i ^ , 
near Haverhill, Massachusetts, a property included i n the 
National Register of Historic Places. The Executive Director 
objects to your determination because the Massachusetts 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has not yet had 
an opportunity to review and approve f i n a l plans and specifications 
for this project. Pursuant to Section 800.6(a)(2) of the 
Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive 
Director w i l l withdraw this objection i f the following 
condition is met: ^ 

Prior to expenditure of funds for this project the City 
of Haverhill w i l l submit f i n a l plans and specifications 
to the SHPO for review and comment. I f after review of 
the documentation the SHPO i s pf the opinion that the 
undertaking w i l l adversely affect the resource, the 
City w i l l request the comments of the Council i n accordance 
with Section 800.4(d) of the Council's regulations. 

I f you agree to this condition, please sign on the concurrence 
line below and return this l e t t e r to us. This w i l l then be 
incorporated into your determination and the Executive 
Director w i l l withdraw his objection to your detennination 
of no adverse effect. 



In accordance with Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, 
a copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along 
with supporting documentation and this concurrence, should 
be included in any assessment or statement prepared for this 
undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be included in your records as evidence 
of your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and the Council's regulations. 

Thank you for your cooperation, 

icerely. 

d̂an E. Tannenbaum 
Lef, Eastem Division 

'of Project Review 

I concur: , * -U::-

Date 



J Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

to 

5^^ 

)4 

1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

May 7, 1980 

Mr. William Pillsbury, Jr. 
Community Development Coordination 
Department of Community Planning ' .A'''' 

and Development 
4 Summer Street - Room 201 
Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830 

Dear Mr. Pillsbury: 

On April 28, 1980, we received the concurrence to the condition for your 
determination that the rehabilitation of the Rocks Village Fire Station 
using Community Development Block Grant funds would not adversely affect 
the Rocks Village Historic D i s t r i c t , near Haverhill, Massachusetts, a prop­
erty included i n the National Register of Historic Places. A copy of that 
l e t t e r i s enclosed. As you agree to this condition, the Executive Director 
does not object to your determination of no adverse effect. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

SijM^erely, 

Jpraan E. Tannenbaum 
Lief, Eastern Division 
of Project Review 

Enclosure 
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) features'. ^•SUBSTANTIALir INTACT-1 ^®SUBSTANTIALIY INTACT-2 ^ ŜUBSTANTIALLY INTACT - 3 
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