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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

I he Rocks Village Historic District i slocatedonthe Merrinack River in thenorth-
eastern part of Haverhill, Mssachusetts. The district i s nade up of 25 buil dings
situated along the tree-shaded, rural setting of Wharf Lane, River Road and East
Main Street. The area al so includes Rock's Bridge viiich stretches over the Merrinack
and connects Haverhill with the tow of Vst Newbury.

Fifteen of the structuresinthe district date fromthe eighteenth century, ei "t
fromthe nineteenth century, andtw fromthe twentiethcentury. Thelatter two

hoxj ses include the Bul garis House (#) , bml t at the turn of the century, andthe
MCarthy House (#7), amd-twentieth century Gape style hotjse. Mast of the bn dings
are of clapboard construction, althou” at |east one structxire, the DeaconJohn
Foote Store (#8) isbrick. The Rocks Village Historic District isprimarily resi-
dential with the exception of the Hand Tub Hblise vdtiich i s now a nuseum

Located along a narrcw sectionof the Merrinmack River, Rocks Village began as a
ferry crossing i n16A0. 1 n 1795 a covered wooden bridge was huilt at the crossing.
A flood i n 1818 swept the bridge away, and another was bmlt inits place. The
present steel bridge has stood since 1905. A

The first half of the Colonel Zebulon Ingersoll House (#1) was hm.It i n 17A0 and

has a fieldstone foundation. A deed states that i n 1782 Col onel Johnson enl ar ged
the house for his son, separating the addition by a "great hall." The second portion
of the housei s distinguished fromthe first by the forner's brick foundation. The
Ingersol| Hviseis atwostory clapboard structure i chisfive baysw de. There
are two brick chiineys on the ridge roof, andthe first floor w ndows have twel ve-
over-twelve |i"ts, with the second story havi n? t:welve-over-ei™t lights. The
central doorway is surnovinted by anelliptical tanlight and has sidelights. The
interior of the house has nol di ngs and dadoes i x"ich shewthe influence of Sanuel
McIntire. A handsone fence bhuilt in 1850runs along the front andsides of the

property.

The original sectionof the Ingalls Itouse (Countess House) (#12) was btiilt in 1750,
and*contai ned a kitchen, Farlor and three bedroons. Wnders i nthis portion of the
house are twelve-over-twelve. The front sectionwas built in 1809 and has a |iving
room, diningroom entrance hall andstairway and two bedroons. W nder inthis
addition are ei “t-over-twelve and have | ouvered wooden shutters. The interior has
nany fine Federal details. Qe of the nost outstanding features of the Ingalls
House i s a series of nmurals painted onplaster by the fanous itinerant N»7 Engl and
artist Rufus Porter. Inthe foyer andstairwel| are depicted a comry |andscape
and river scene, conpletewith the Steanship Al bany and hnt ers onhorseback. I n
the study all four walls are treatedas a continuous |andscape i ndgrey-green val ues.
El se/*ere colors includevivid hues of chartreuse, deep greens and aituimcol ors.
The paintings have never been abtised andare i nfine condition. |Inrecent years
addi tional murals have been fomd i n several other roons beneath wal | paper and paint.

The Elliot-"body House (#16) was buLlt in 1765andis a twostory, hip roofed
structure. The cl anoard house i s five bays wi de and three deep, and w ndows have
twel ve-over-twelve [i"ts. Theoriginal front doorway was renoved when the hoijse was
divided in 1824. Interior details Incliade ten fireplaces, of \diich two are inthe
basenents. There are two brick chiineys, oneoneither endof theroof.

conti nt aed
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Next to the Elliot-NMody Hliseis the John Swett House (#17) of 1730. The two
story, clapboard house i s five bays wide andthree deep and has a ridgeroof and
center chimnmey. A six-foot diameter mllstone serves as a front step. The nost
sagnfleant featureof the ho:iseisits massive chiiney structure |Anichis set at

a thi rty degree angle to the foundation and provides four comer fireplaces onthe
first floor. As the chiiney l:p;asses throijgh the second floor, it carries the two
fireplaces of the front chanbers and twists back to parallel the facade before
er?terr]ing the attic. The arch carries the floor framngwhich runs diagpnallythrou”
the house.

The Hand Tub Hxjse (#25) was bmit in1840. |t isfive bays deep and has its gable
end tothe street. The twostory, ridgeroof structure i s sheathed i n clapboards
and has pilasters at the comers. The gable end has do™>lefire doors, above "lich
is afine Palladianwndow Wthinthe gable itself isacircular wndowandi nthe
center of the roof i s the bell tower.

Wth the exception of the twotwentieth century bmdings inthe district, theRocks
Village area remains essentially unalteredsince the nineteenthcentury. Today the
integrity of the district isbelng preserved by neans of a local historic district
ccranission i di was established i n 1975.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rod” Village Historic District issignificant as avirtual Ig unchanged exanpl e
of apre-Industrial comunity of the 18th and 19th centuries andfor its associations
with the mural painter Rufus Porter andpoet John Geenleaf Whittier.

(nhce a separate community fromthe City of Haverhill, Rocks Village first devel oped
in the seventeenth centurK as a ferry crossing along the Merrinmack River. Residents
of thevillage operated the ferries and thxjs provided aninportant neans of comuni -
cation and trade between New Hanpshire to the north andeventual |y Boston to the
south. Rocks Village built its cwn econony based onhandicraft andfarmng. The
area was bvisy wi t h shipbuilding, fishing, andthe manufacture of turned shoes and
honcot +)s. The hones | nthe district werebuilt by local craftsmen and bml ders,
aided by itinerant joiners, carvers andartists.

A nunber of the houses i nthe village have outstanding ardiitectural features suchas
the Ingersoll House (#1) Trhich shews the influenceof Samuel Mclntireandthe Ingalls
House (#12) which contains the famous Rufus Porter murals. Thelngalls House is
often called the "Countess House" hecavise New England' s first countess was bom there
in January 1786. She was Mary In?alls, M7ose tragic story si:pplied John @G eenl eaf
Whittier with the thene for oneof his most romantic and best |oved poens, "The
Gountess.” "EW' towhomthe poemvas dedicated was Dr. Elias Vel d, o occtpied
the house i nthe earlynineteenth century and was responsible for the center entrance
addition to the original struct:ure. Dr. Wldalso figured as the kindly doctor in
Whittier's"Snhowbound. "

The Elliot-Mody House (#16) was the mansion of Mbses Mocfy * o owned si xt een acres
on the 0ﬂp03| te side of East Main Street. Mbody was aweal thy iLnberman vho was
one of the proprietors of the first Rocks Village Bridge, whichwas bxiilt in 1795.

The John Swett House (#17) was built by the owner of aferry landing along theMerri-
nack'] | n 1742 John and Sarah Swett sold their hotise and nost of their nineteen
acres along the river to Dr. S neon Brown.

The focus of the district is the Hand Ti#>Hbuse (#25) “i chis presently being pre-
served as a hand t\h nuse\jmby the Rocks Village Menorial Association. the first
floor was kept the engine, andthe second floor was used as a meeting roomof the fire
cctipany as wel | as occasional |y for religioias services.

The Rocks Village District isonthe "Wittier Trail" andis a central part of
"Whittierland" as described by tiie poet vhose birthplace i snot far from Rocks Village.
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Rocks Village Historic District 7,9, 10

7. The first bridge across theMerrimack River at Rocks Village was built i n 1795 and
was washed away by a freshet i n1817. A new bridge consisting of four Burr truss
wooden spans and a draw was conpleted i n1828. | n 1873 one of thecentral spans

as well as thedraw were replaced by a double intersection riveted Warren truss

swing span on a turntable, with a length of 160 feet. The draw section was replaced
by a riveted parallel chord Pratt truss span of 75 feet, without an upper lateral
system | n 1893 t hewooden sjian on t he Rocks Village side of theRiver was replaced
by a riveted, Pennsylvania Petit truss span of 185 feet. The span was installedby
the Boston Bridge Works. | n 1914 t he t w wooden spans on t he Wst Newbury side of the
River were replaced by a parallel chord riveted Pratt truss span of 125 feet, with no
upper lateral system a Pennsylvania Petit truss span of 200 feet, and a Pratt truss
span of 100 feet, without an upper lateral system The five rectangular granite
piers date from 1873 t 0 1914. The turntable rests on a round granite pier about 20
feet i ndiameter. The abutnents date from 1828. The swing span of this bridgei s
still in operation.*

*Mol | oy, Peter M

9.*Molloy, Peter M., The Lower Merrimack Valley, An Inventory of Historic Engineering
and Industrial Sites, Washington & North Andover: HAER & Merri-
mack Valley Textile Museum, 19 76.

10. UTM References:
17~-A/19/336260/4741620
N"\V19/336350/4741460
f~/19/336530/4741590
"W19/336370/4741420
C~/19/336430/4741180
p-R/19/336400/4741060
gV19/336300/4741080
47[19/336080/4741380
0-*/19/336140/4741680
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At therear property boundaries of thehouses along East Main Street, t he

boundary line turns west and runs t ot heedge of theintersection of
Amresbury Line Road and East Broadway, then south along Col by Lane. At the
end of Col by Lane, the boundary continues south along the wharf area, then

east totheMerrimck River.
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List of Properties located i nthe Rocks Village Historical District
1. Col . Zebul on I ngersol House
2. Lt . Sanuel Estabrook House
3. Joseph Silloway Tavern
4. Atkins House
5. Sanuel Poote House
6. Bul garis House
7. McCarthy House
8. Deacon John Foote Store
9. Daniel Chase House
10. W lliam Sawer House
11. Col by House
12. The Count ess House
13. Ransey House
14. Swartz House
15. Elliot Germain House
16. Elliot Mbody House
17. John Swett House
18. Sawyer's Store
19. Swett-Csgood House
20. Carr-John Est abr ook House
21. G deon Challis House
22. Bridge Toll Collectors House
23. Phineas Nichols House
24. Samuel Estabrook, Jr. House
25. Hand Tub House
26. Site of theJoshua Enery House

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NPS USE ONLY

A AUG 12 1976
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Ha'veiiiill: Rocks Village Historic District

1 Frank and M"rle Sneeney 1 Wharf Lane Haveiiiill, Mass 01830
2 VWl ter and Phillis Harrington 20 Wharf Lane
3BEwnC Wittenore 22 Warf Lane

4 Frederick Atkins 34 Whar f Lane

5 Gerard and Ann Duford 29 Whar f Lane

6 Ji mand Bl anche Bul garis 19 Wharf Lane

7 Robert MCarthy 15 Wharf Lane

8 Loi s Voor hees Wiar f Lane

9 (ordon Vdves East Main Street

10 Dana FE Brownell 37 East Main Street
11 Carron Tuck Col by Lane

12 John and Veronica O Bri en 29 East Main Street
13 Rick Marchisio 23 East Main Street
14 Denni s and Joanne Swart z 20 East Main Street
15 S ephen and Bar bar a Ar adas 28 East Main Street
16 Ear| and Ann 4 nst ead 34 East Main Street
17 Joel and Nancy Rubenstein 38 East Main Street
18 Florence Stuart 42 East Main Street
19 Paul Charron 16 River Road

20 Peter and Lynne Killheffer 20 River Road

21 Jerry C Lischke 3% River Road

22 Frederick L. Grvin 3H River Road

23 Frank A Snmith 27 River Road

24 Ms. WlliamR Leary 21 River Road

25 David and Carol e Presberg 7 River Road

26 Hand Tub Fire House Rocks Village


































































PAUL GUZzZI

OUZOS'

Novenber 8, 1976
"CEIVED

1976
M. Charles Herrington
Regi strar
National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

The Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion would |ike toamend the nom nation
formfor theRocks Village Historic District, Haverhill, Massachusetts
currently under your review. The conmission would like toextend the
boundaries of thedistrict toinclude theentire Rocks Village Bridge as
was suggested by your office. The original application only includedthe
Rocks Village half of the bridge. Enclosed i sa photograph of the bridge,
a description, andnew USG5 maps and UM references.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmmi ssion

enc.
PLWedh
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Al'so Notified
Hon. Eodward M Kennedy

Hon. Edvard W Brooke
Bon. Paul Tsongas

Bon. Edward P. Bol and
Bon. Silvio 0. Gonte
Hon. Robert P. Drl nan
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Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
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Advisory Council on
Historic Prssarajon
152 KSacst"syy

Washington, D.C. .:10005

August 31, 1978

Ms. Heidi Jtarston

Merrimac Valley Planning Comm ssion
5 U ashington Street

[i.*verhill, Massachusetts 01830

Dear Ms. Marston:

Encl osed i sa copy of theCouncil's "Procedures for theProtection of
Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 R Part 800) andt he "Contents
of arrslirninary Case Report" that yourequested during our recent
phone convrr. Tation concerning repair or replacement of thebridge into
Rocks Village Historic Dislrict, near Haverhill, Massachusetts, a
property listed ontheNational Register of Historic Places.

Funds forrepair of thebridge forbicycle andpedestrian use may be
available from t helLand andWater Conservation Fund adm nistered by
the Heritage Conservation andRecreation Service. For information
concerning theprogram i nMassachusetts contact:

Dr. Evelyn Muirphy

Secretary

Department of Environmental Affairs
Governnent Bui | ding

100 Carnbridge Stree!:

[ioston, M. ssachusetts 02202

[f | can be of further assistance please call.

Sincerely,
haron S Qnv;ay n
Office of Review and
Conpl i ance

Ehcl1BVre

The Council isenin-dependent unit of th..' Executive Branch of t.helcdecml Government charged by tl:e Ac: of
October 15, 1966 to adviie thePresident and Congress in thefield of Historic I'reservaticm.
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April 14, 1980

Mr. William Pillsbury, Jr.

Conimunity Development Coordination w o .

Department of Community Planning FLANNINu & DEVH.OHTfl
and Devel opnent

4 Junmer Street - Room 201

Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830

Dear M. Pillsbury:

V& have received your letter of April 1, 1980, i nwhich you
determned that rehabilitationof the Rocks Village Fire
Station using Community Devel opment Bl ock Grant funds would
have no adverse effect olARocks Village Historic Districts
near Haverhill, Mssachusetts, a propert”inc!uide "T3r
National Register of Historic Places. The Executive Director
objects to your determ nation because the Mssachvisetts
State Historic PreservationOfficer (SHPO has not yet had
an opportunityto review and approve final plans and specifications
for this project. Pursuant to Section 800.6(a)(2) of the
Council's regulations (36 GARPart 800), the Executive
Director will withdraw this objection i fthe following
condition, j"s net:

Prior to expenditure of ftmds for this project the City

of Haverhill will submt final plans and specifications

to the SHFOfor review and cooment. | f after review of

the documentation the SHOIi s of the opinionthat the
undertaking will adversely affect the resource, the

City will request the comments of the Council i n accordance
with Section 800.4(d) of the Council's regulations.

If you agree to this condition, please sign onthe concurrence
line below and return this letter tous. Thiswill thenbe
incorporated into your determnation and the Executive
Director will withdraw hi s objection to your determ nation

of no adverse effect.



In accordance with Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations,
a copy of your determ nationof no adverse effect, along

wi th supportingdocumentation and this concurrence, should

be included inany assessment or statement prepared for-this
undertaking i nconmpliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act and should be included i nyour records as evidence
of your conpliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act and the Council's regulations.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely, A

io"daa E Tannenbaum
Lef, Eastem Division
of Project Review

| concur:



Advisory Nd.
Council On SYNAN !
Historic

Preservation

1522 K Street NW.
Woashington D.C
20005

April 14, 1980

M. WIliamPillsbury, Jr.

Communi ty Devel opnment Coor di nation

Departnent of Community Pl anning
and Devel opnent

4 urmer Street - Room 201

Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830

Dear M. Pillsbury:

V& have received your letter of April 1, 1980, i nwhichyou
determned that rehabilitation of the Rocks Village Fire
Station using Comunity Devel opment Bl ock Grant funds woul d
have no adverse effect on Rocks Village Historic Distri?,
near Haverhill, Massachusetts, a property includedin the
National Register of Historic Places. The Executive Director
objects to your determ nation because the Massachusetts
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHO hasnot yet had
an opportunityto review and approve final plans and specifications
for this project. Pursuant to Section 800.6(a)(2) of the
Council's regul ations (36 GARPart 800), the Executive
Director will withdraw this objection i fthe foIIOW| ng
condition is met:

Prior to expenditure of funds for this project the City

of Haverhill will submt final plans and specifications

to the SHROfor review and conment. | f after reviewof

the docunmentation the SHOi s pf the opinionthat the
undertaking will adversely affect the resource, t he

City will request the comments of the Council i n accordance
with Section 800.4(d) of the Council's regulations.

If you agree to this condition, please sign onthe concurrence
line below andreturn this letter tous. Thiswill thenbe
incorporated into your determ nation andthe Executive

Director will withdraw his objection to your detennination

of no adverse effect.



In accordance with Section 800.9 of the Council's regul ations,
a copy of your deternination of no adverse effect, along

wi th supporting docunentation and this concurrence, should

be included i n any assessment or statement prepared for this
undertaking in conpliance with the National Environnental
Policy Act and should be included i nyour records as evidence
of your conpliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act and the Council's regul ations.

Thank you for your cooperation,

icerely.

Ndan E. Tannenbaum
Lef, Eastem Division
‘of Project Review

| concur: *

Dat e
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JAdvisory o
Council On »
Historic >
Preservation

1522 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

May 7, 1980

M. WIlliamPillsbury, Jr.

Conmuni ty Devel opment  Coor di nation

Depart nent of Community Pl anni ng AT
and Devel opnent

4 Qunmer Street - Room 201

Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830

Dear M. Pillshury:

Qn April 28, 1980, we received theconcurrence tothecondition for your
determnation that therehabilitation of the Rocks Village Fire Station
using Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant funds woul d not adversely affect
the Rocks Village Historic District, near Haverhill, Massachusetts, aprop-
erty included i ntheNational Register of Historic Places. A copy of that
letter i senclosed. As youagree tothis condition, the Executive Director
does not object toyour determnation of no adverse effect.

Thank you f or your cooperation.

SijMerely,

Jpraan E Tannenbaum
Lief, Eastern Division
of Project Review

Encl osure
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arr * unexcavated + excavated 2CXNOT APPLICABLE-7 2 G NOT APPLICABLES £« NOT APPLICABLE- 9
$ JYES-Reslricted <« YES - Unrestricted « No Access eUnknown MDAPTIVE U&E ens ONG SAVED? DYES IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT?JSJs Dno
REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE « ENGINEERING-11 + LANDSCAPE ARCH- 15 « POLITICS / GOVT - 21 « RECREATON -28 f,CLA'\IIMS, explain
. ARCHEOLOGY-prehIsh)nc—Z ¢ COVMERCE6G o ENTERTANVENT-2G o« LAW- 16 ¢ RELIGION-22 ® SETTLEMENT-29 Irst ¢
+ ARCHEOLOGY-historic-l ~ » COMMUNICATIONS? + BEXPLORATION -12  «  LITERATURE-L? . SOENCE B “URBAN PLANNNG3L o] dlest* »
+ AGRICULTURE3 + CONSERVATIONS  « HEALTH27 « MILITARY- 18 +  SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN24 « OTHER (SPECFY)
flkARCHITECTURE-4 + ECONOMICS9 + INDUSTIIY-13 « MUSIC- 19 «  SOOAL / CULTURAL-30 only'
« ART5 +  EDUCATION-I0 + INVENTION-14 +  PHILOSOPHY-20 +  TRANSPORTATION-25
. A ion- - ETHNIC GROUP
Afunctions datgs d.lnltla.llcorlsuucuon. c.1740-1950 I NS SRO
WHEN HSTORCALLY SIGNIFICANT:  Community major alterations: —
QURRENTLY: Community historic. events: - —
)architectural style(s): iiarchitect: imaster builder: engineer:
~landscape architect/ garden designer: interior decorator: | artist: partisan: “builder/contractor:

JNAMES give role & date

PERSONAL:
EVENTS: " ~~
INSTITUTIONAL:  — —
ANATION/A REGISTER WRITE-UP pfjANTx -~
"Residential district of 25 buildings; includes 15718th j . structures, pr"/A""'e"Alj" !y fratriP i~rn-i-it-riirta'lfr incorporatin

Georgian and Federal elements, and the steel Rock Village Bridge composed of Pratt, Warren, and and Pennsylvania
Pet*Lt trusses unitin;; on granite piers; notable is the Ingalls “ouse (1750,1809) with interior murals painted by
Rufufr”orter. First developed as a 17th-~c4ftrtry ferry crossing; gamaiwa an <»t»senfaLally uwdiCgi“ed' example of an
ISth-egrly 19th pre-industrial community. ioe//-/J< e.ic<"ec7
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