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Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5', black and
vrtiite) Indicate address of Use: Present _  public library
property on back of photo.
Staple toleft side of form Ori gi nal public library
CESCR PTTON
Date 1922

Source Library recnrd.s
Style Classical Revival

Architect »~ W I Iiam Chal:man
Sketdi "Sgpr  Draw nap shew ng property's location

in relatiGn to nearest cross streets and/ or Exterior Wall Fabric stucco
geographical features. Indicate al | buildings
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NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Wollaston Branch library is associated with the devel opnent of Quincy's
comercial andcivic neighborhood centers, andwith the expansion of nunici pal
services inthe 1920s. The finely scaled library is awell preserved exanple

of Classical Revival architecture that retains integrity of design, location,
materials, setting, workmanship, feeling, andassociation, andfulfills Criteria
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places onthe local |evel.

ARCH TECTCRAL SIGNFI CANCE  Describe inportant arcfaitectural features andevaluate in terns of
other buildings within the oonnunity.

SFE | NVENTARY FORVIGONTT NUATI ON SHET

H STCRICAL SIGNFH CANCE Explain therole cwiers played in local or state history and how t he
building relates tothedevel opnent of the conmunity.

SE | NVENTARY FORMIGONTT NJTT ON SHET Ay

Bl BLI QCai APHy and/ or REFEHRENES ' *
Assessors Records. "

W Iliam Churchill Edwards. Historic Quincy, Nﬁssachusetts, 1957, p. 196.
L. Draper Hill, Jr. "The Crane Library", 1962, p. 11-14.
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INVENTORY FORM LONTINUATIUN bHhhT Coranunity: Fom No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL GOMMQESON Ma"
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name «.i/0(?/{QS*n £m/r)cAUh

Indicate each item on inventory form viiich is being continued below.

H STORI CAL SI GNIFI CANCE —41 BEALE STREET
VL LASTCON BRANCH LI BRARY

The public library sYstem began in Quincy in 1871 when the citizens voted tc
apgropmate 13,500 plus the proceeds of the dog tax for the salary of a
librarian and the upkeep pf a ||brar¥_ building i fan equal amount could be
raised by private subscription. Public response was so fervent that a
library opened that very sane year in the Adans Acadeny Building on Adans
Street (1872: NR). Three years later the library was transferred to the
vacated Evangelical Congregational Church, at Revere Road and and Hancock
Streets, where i tremained until 1882. That year the main |ibrary was
opened i n Henry Hobson Richardson's magnificent Thomas Crane Public Library
at 40 Washington Street (1881, NR .

G ven the suburban settlement of North Quincy inthe first quarter of the
twentieth century, i tisnot surprising that residents began to desire a

nei ghborhood Iibrary. Simlar growth in West Quincy led to the
establishment of a branch there in 1921 although the building is no |onger
used as a library. The Wbllaston Vénen's Club undertook a fundraising;
canpaign and presented the land for the library to the Trustees of the; N
Thomas Crane Library. A portion of the Crane Menorial Fund was used to
build the $15,000 structure on a site convenient to two neighborhood
schools. 1n 1922, the Wllaston Branch of the Thomas Crane Library was
erected on Beale Street near its intersection with Hancock Street. The area
around this intersection developed as a comercial and civic neighborhood
center inthe 1920s.

Staple to Inventory form at bottOm
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INVENTORY FORM LUM [iNUAI iui\ annri Loramijniiy:

MASSAGUETTS HISTORICAL GCHVISION a_]Kb/ He']
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: /™27 N[ uf

Indicate each item on inventory foim *Aich is being continued below.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 41 BEALE STREET
VO LASTON BRANCH LI BRARY

he of two branch libraries erected i nQuincy i ntheearly 1920s (the
other isin Vest Quincy), theWllaston Library i sa well-preserved
exanpl e of theClassical Revival style applied toa small public
building. The building remains i nuse as a library and i sthe grander
of thetwosml 1 |ibraries designed by WIIliam Chapman, a Boston
architect, who lived in Wllaston. apman designed several other
public buildings i nQuincy i nthe 1920s al though t heWllaston Library
Is theonly one with sufficient integrity tobe included i n the

nom nation.

The one-story rectangular stucco structure has a hi proof and an

el egant entrance within a projecting central gabled pavilion. The
transomed door i ssetwithin amtered surround and i sframed by lonic
pilasters, topped with a dentil ed entablature, and capped witha
richly embellished arched pedinment. W¢thin this pedinment i sa booki n
low relief framed by acanthus |eaves, under an arched panel reading
"Thomas Crane Public Library." To enphasize therichness of the
entrance, a contrastinggranite band was placed-over the arched

pedi ment . , . e e e

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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PRCPERTY  Wollaston Branch, Thomas Crane Public Library
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CLASSI FI CATION

count resource type
STATE FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

I}

historic current
DESCRI PTI ON

architectural classification

mat eri al s

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary paragraph
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acreage Averbal boundary description
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