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This mid 19th century cemetﬁry‘ atehouse reflects a
combination of_Romanesque and-lItaliafte architectural styles.
It is Romanesque in its massiveness and use of round stone
arches. It is Italianate in its low pitched hip roof with
a broad overhanging cornice with wood brackets and its
Paladian window. This symetrical fieldstone structure is 2
stories with a larger center mass 25 feet wide and 33 feet deep.
It is flanked on both sides by smaller masses, the total
measuring 56 feet across and 33 feet deep.

This cemetdry structure was designed to function as |
an entrance gatehouse, cemetdry office, chapel, and caretakers
residence. The entrance roadway passes through a large open
stone arch in the central section of the building. There is
a smaller archway on each side of the large arch for pedestrian
walkways. Above on the second floor, which is part of the
caretaker's quarters, is a triple arched modified Palladian
window. This comprises the center section.

There is a 2 story lower stone wing on each side of the
center archway. On the front facades, each wing has a single
arched window extending through both the first and second floors.
One side is the chapel which originally had a 20 foot high
ceiling, now lowered with a false ceiling. The other side is
2 stories with 2 office rooms on the first floor and 2 rooms on
the second floor comprising the other section of the caretaker's
quarters. More recently a one story wood frame kitchen wing
was added to this side.

Though the building is in need of repairs it is very much
intact both on the exterior and interior. The removal of the
cupola is the major exterior alteration. The interior has
many of its original features including shutters, doors,
pews, chapel furniture, etc.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This cemetary gatehouse was built in_1858, It is an
expression of mid 19th century romanticism which greatly
affected the attitudes, lifestyle, literature, architecture,
etc. of the people of that period. The cemetary gatehouse
was one of these expressions, reflecting a social attitude
towards death. These buildings were represented in numerous
Victorian architectural styles. More common were the Gothic
and Egyptian styles. This cemetary structure combined
» elements of the Romanesque and Italiaéie style.

The gatehouse at the Colestown Cemetary is one of the
last links to the earlier cultural history of a small group
communities that do not exist today. The gatehouse was built
at the entrance to the cemetdry which has its roots in the
eighteenth century. Colestown at that time, included the
Fountain Hotel Resort and Roberts' Mill among its buildings.
Today, all that remains is the Gatehouse, surrounded by a
modern community.

Colestown was in the midst of a predomindtly agricultural
environment. The chapel and the cemetary fulfilled the social
needs of the community at the time of individual tradgedy. The
chapel was non-sectarian so that all could use it. “The company
was organized by local citizens who were aware that the
farming community lacked facilities and the organization
at the time of death. The Cemetary Company, and by extention,
the gatehouse and chapel, served an important social function
in this nineteenth century society.

The Cemepﬁ%y Company itself, was organized in 1858, by a
group of prominent men in the community. Their first goal was
the construction of a chapel. Contracts were awarded for the
building of the chapel, receiving Nault and Sexton's residence
to Charles Wilson of Camden. The cost of the entire construction
was $4385.57. The founders of the company were actively involved
in all phases of construction, from fund raising to physical
work on the site.
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