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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

" «The old United States Mint is a large three story brick building,
cement plaster stuccoed on the exterior, with granite trim. 1In front of
the wide, pedimented central bay is a projecting, elevated, flat-roofed,
Ionic portico with four columns and two square antae, at each side. The
central bay and corners of the building are defined by granite pilasters
above the basement story. The base watertable and belt course at the
first floor level are also of granite. The deep, Greek Revival cornice
is of wood. The exterior stairs to the main entrance ascend from each
side beneath the portico, concealed by basement wall in the center of
which is a minor entrance to the ground floor level.* The central bay
extends through the depth of the building with a gable or pediment in
the rear similar to the one in front. This central section of the plan
contains a spacious stair hall and the largest rooms in the building
extending across the back.\ On either side of this central plan element
are L-shaped wings giving the building an E-shaped plan. These wings
have broad galleries supported on cast iron columns on the two inner
sides. y The end gables extend across the full depth of the wings with
the courts and galleries forming an apparent penetration into a much
larger building mass.

In the original building contract, dated August 22, 1835, passed be-
fore the New Orleans notary, Joseph Cuvillier, the building was
described as follows:

The main or principal building shall consist of a center of
Ninety feet in front on Esplanade Street, with wings on each side of
Ninety six feet each fronting on said street; making the whole of said
front two hundred and Eighty two feet by a depth of Eighty one feet.

The Elevation of said Buildings shall be of the height (sic)
height of three stories, resting on a sub-basement of two feet—im-
height; the basement to be Eleven feet high in the clear =
principal story to be of the height of sixteen feet in
the whole of said Buildings to be covered with a Slate-

Front Portico and Steps

- On, ,
There are to be four columns of three feet in dlamgtexiya3 4% y
of the center building; these are to be flanked by antae- ou pllastef’QL

of two feet-nine inches square showing a single faced pilast ; T
towards the columns - These columns are to be made of brick
rough cast; having stone bases and Capitals of the Ionic order.

The whole depth of the Portico from the line of the street contain-
ing behind the check blocks upon which the columns and antea rest,

a flight of granite steps leading from the pavement to the floor of
the principal story. The architrave to be of granite, two feet two
inches in height, by two feet nine inches in width, extending across
the whole front of the portico, breaking joint over the center of
each Column; the frieze to be constructed with brick work and the
cornice of wood - The portico to be covered on a level with the

cornice, with a flat roof of copper or zinc.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old United States Mint occupies the site of Fort St. Charles
one of a series of forts in the fortifications erected around New Orleans
by the Spanish Governor Carondelet in 1792~ The fort was demolished
after the Louisiana Purchase, probably about 1817. A park was then
established on the site named Jackson Square in honor of the hero of
the Battle of New Orleans, who reviewed his troops here before the
battle. By an ordinance dated May 11, 1835, the city council ceded
the site to the United States Government for the erection of a branch
mint,

The building was designed by the noted Greek Revivalist Architect,
William Strickland and is one of the most important Greek Revival
structures in New Orleans. The builders were John Mitchell and Benjamin
F. Fox. 1In the 1850's the building was extensively remodelled to make
it as fireproof as possible, the work being directed by the engineer
P.G.T. Beauregard, the noted Confederate General. The mint was
occupied by the Confederate Government which minted some coins here.

At the time of the capture of New Orleans by Federal forces in 1862,
William Mumford was hanged for tearing down the United States flag.

When the minting of coins was discontinued in 1909, the building
was converted into a federal prison, and during World War II was used
as a Coast Guard Receiving Station. In 1966 the building was transferred
to the State of Louisiana for preservation as a historic landmark. The
Louisiana State Museum was designated as the State Agency responsible
for administration, maintenance, preservation and restoration. Complete
plans and drawings for restoration and public use as a Museum and
central focal point of the Vieux Carre Mall area are now being prepared;
and it is hoped funds will then be made available. The building was
one of the few rated as of national importance, historicaiiy-—and
architecturally, by the Vieux Carre Survey. «ii
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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