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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Susana Machado Bernard House is a three-story plus full basement building of
Cespe Stone at finish grade level with sandstone facing to first floor window sills,
wood frame and stucco above the sills to the roof which is tile. The building is
85' deep by 73" wide with two circular turrets from the basement to the roof, three
single stack chimneys with five flues in one stack and two flues in the other. The
third stack has four flues. There are four bays from the basement to the roof.
Thers are four dormers in the roof, three with decorative findals., Four entrances
to the building, main floor, and two basement entrances. The main entrance has mosaic
grape design tile with matching carved oak around the doors. The first floor has
birdseye maple trim in the drawing room, with hand carved birdseye maple fireplace
with onyx facing still intact. The oval dining room is of quarter sawn white oak
paneling intact. The library has a hand carved oak fireplace intact. The den is
. an octagonally shaped room with the same oak paneling intact. The second and third
floors are of Oregon pine and still intact. ,

The Carriage House Barn is a two story building of wood frame and stucco construction.
The roof is tile. Forty-three feet wide by thirty-six feet deep, in the form of an
ell, it incorporates a bay enclosing a circular staircase. The first floor has one
largé room, two smaller rooms, a hall, and a small bathroom. The upper story has a
hay loft and two small rooms.

ALTERATIONS: (Main House) Railing on East balcony has been replaced, date unknown.
(Photo, circa 1915, shows original railing to be restored.) Butler's pantry was
altered to enclose two small toilet rooms for rest home use. No serious structural
damage. The kitchen sink & drainboard were replaced by stainless steel of poor
quality. The bathtubs & toilets have been taken out of the basement and attic.,

The leaded glass was stolen in June, 1977. Some of the 96" doors are missing.

Much of the original decorative exterior staff is missing or needs replacing.

(Carriage Barn) The partitions, bath fixtures, wall covering and floor coverings
are of poor quality and should be replaced. The exterior is intact.

(The neighborhood is of mixed retail, office, and rest homes, plus many two story

homes. They are all fairly well kevt up.) N
Both structures show exterior weathering. The exposed wood needs revitalizing

and all wall surfaces need new covering.

PRESERVATION GRANT FUNDING & TAX BENEFITS WILL BE APPLIED FOR.
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SPECIFIC DATES ¢ nstructed 1901-02

BUILDER/ARCHITECT John Parkinson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ARCHITECTURE: The Susana Machado Bernard House is:significant as one of three

known Art Nouveau Gothic mansions remaining in the Los Angeles area, and the only

known remaining residence designed by John Parkinson, a distinguished early Los

Angeles architect who designed the Meporial Colliseum and inumerable commercial
buildings as well as an associate architect for Los Angeles City Hall and Union Station.
The house and barn are fine examples of master craftsmanship and detailing. The

house and barn retain 2lmost all of their original fabric and character.Both
structures have been declared Los Angeles Historie Cultural Monument i 208,

The original owner, Mrs. Susana Machado Bernard was born
on February 8, 1839 in Los Angeles. She married Jean Bernard, a wealthy Swiss-French
businessman on November 27, 1865 in Los Angeles. They had eleven children. Mr.
Bernard died in 1889, Mrs. Bernavd built the home in 1901-02 and lived in it until
her death in 1907. The home remained in the Bernard family until 1962.

(From "The Machados & Rancho La Ballona" by Sister Mary Ste. Therese Wittenburg, SND.)
"Susana Machadc Bernard would be considered landed gentry as her father was Augustin
Machado who, in 1820-21 laid claim, with his brother Ygnacio and the brothers '
Talamantes to a 14,000 acre Spanish land grant called Rancho La Ballona on what is
now Marina Del Rey, Playa Del Rey, and parts of Culver City. Augustin's father was
Jose Mamuel Machado who travelled from Sinaloa state in Mexico in 1781 under the
command of Baja governor Don Fernando Rivera, who led an expedition to found the
pueblo Nuestra Senora La Reina de Los Angeles. The expkdition arrived at the

Mission San Gabriel in the summer of 1781 and the pueblo of Los Angeles was founded

on September 4, 1781.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCR"’T'ON The, property nominated is a square lot 149*' x 150*,
. . on a.corner Tot bounded by N1n¢th Street on_the South, Lake Street on the Hast,
alley on the West, and a rest home on the North.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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