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FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.
130-GBD-
MASSA.CHU3ETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON 66

Office OlLthe Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town
Address 2\.-hh® Southbridge Street

Name Stevens Building

Present us2e coinmercial/vacant
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo aumber Stevens Properties
Present owner 36 Portland Street

3. Description:
Date 1651-1860; ca.l867; 1670-78

Source city atlases, directories

Roll #27 .
Style Italianate
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect  unknowii
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. * Exterior wall fabric brick, granite
Outbuildings (describe) none
Other features continuous trabeated
granite store fronts along South-
bridge Street, corbelling,
bracketed cornice
roof raised
Altered central Dae ca.1906
section
Moved no Date
: Assessors' Book 3, p.10
/ N A . Lot 6 13,375 sq.ft.
/ ' Ome acre or less .x Over one acre

Approximate frontage 200’
Approximate distance of building from street
10J - "
6. Recorded by B.R. Pfeiffer
* Organization Move. Heritap:e Pres. Soc

Date November 1Q77

(over)



7, Original owner (if known) Daniel and Charles Pardon Stevens
Original use commercial/light industry
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Qs

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal N Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural N Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry N Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical.significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Stevens Building is one of Worcester's nost inposing comerci al
bl ocks of the md-nineteenth century. Built in several sections, the blgck
Is afour-storey structure with finished elevations facing Southbridge
Street andBurnside Court. Thebuildingis covered by a lov: pitched roof
except over the center 13 bays of the Southbridge Street facade, where
there is afull fifth storey covered by aflat roof, ilorth and south of
the central five-storey section, tho building's walls are divided into
bays by brick piers which rise tocorbelling; at the roof a deep wooden
cornice is supported by paired brackets. Along the Southbridge Street
facadS are continuous, trabeated store fronts of hammered granite. O her
features of the building include gz'anite windov; sills andlintels, a
gLanifte r(mjarae pl ague and copper cornice over the five-storey sectionof
the facade.

The first portions of the present structure were built between | S5I
and 1860 for an unknovm owner. Containing three store fronts, the original
structure is Brobably contained in the central sections of the present
bl ock's Southbridge Street facade. Around 1666-1867 the Stevens Brothers
apparently bought the earlier block andextended i t northx>rard t o Burnside
Court, where t e)é nmoved their "sash, door andblind" factory in 1867.
By 1670the twobrothers owned the entire block to Myrtle Street and had
built the southernraost seven bays of the present structure as afree-
standing block. Between 1670 and|167Q this southern section was connected
to the rest of the structure andthe buildingvras nmade t oappear sub-
stantially as i t does today. | n 1906 the block vias danaged by a mgj or

{cont.) ,
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

[iutt, C. History of Worcester, vol. Il ,pp,I62-163«
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9. Lo

fire, at which time the copper cornice (and perhaps the fifth storey)
was added t othe central section of the Southbridge Street facade.

The Stevens brothers vxere both born in Charlton, Kass. (Daniel, |8l
1888; Charles, 1829-1885). In I8}.9 Charles Stevens went t o Californi
in search of gold, returning to Worcester in late I8i{.9. 1In 1650 both
brothers went to Californiaand returned to Worcester around 1853> at
which time they vjorked as painters. |In iQBk they began raanufacturin?
sash, doors andblinds on Main Street. Later business interests included
a flour andgrain business v;hich they established in the Stevens Buil.”"ing
and further real estate devel opnment ann? Sout hbridge Street. In the

m d-1860s Charles andDaniel Stevens built a oewr house onthe site of a

horme they hadoccupied since the early 1850s. (Seelndividual Duilding
For m 11"2- A- 1)

8-
a

Staple tolnventory form at bott
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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