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Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo aumber 

R o l l #27 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 
130-GBD-

66 

1. Town 

Address 2\\.-hh^ Southbridge S t r ee t 

Name Stevens B u i l d i n g ' 

Present use coinmercial /vacant 

Stevens P rope r t i e s  
Present owner 36 Po r t l and S t r ee t 

3. Description: 

Date 1651-1860; c a . l 8 6 7 ; 1670-78 

Source c i t y a t l a s e s , d i r e c t o r i e s 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknowii 

• Exterior wall fabric b r i c k , g r a n i t e 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features cont inuous t rabea ted 

g r a n i t e s to re f r o n t s a long South-
b r i d g e S t r e e t , c o r b e l l i n g , 
b racke ted co rn i ce 

r o o f r a i s e d 
Altered c e n t r a l 

Moved 
s e c t i o n 

no 

Date ca.1906 

Date 

, Assessors ' Book 3, p .10 
/ . J ^ ^ • Lo t 6 13,375 s q . f t . 

/ ' One )ne acre or less .x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 200' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

lOJ - ' . 

6. Recorded by B.R. P f e i f f e r 

• Organization Move. Heritap:e Pres. Soc 

Date November 1Q77 

(over) 



7, Original owner (if known) D a n i e l and Charles Pardon Stevens 

Original use c o m m e r c i a l / l i g h t i n d u s t r y 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates ^Q-̂ s 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 
.' t. 

Aboriginal ^ Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural ^ Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry ^ Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical.significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Stevens Building i s one of Worcester's most imposing commercial ' 
blocks of the mid-nineteenth century. B u i l t i n several sections, the blgck 
is a four-storey structure w i t h f i n i s h e d elevations facing Southbridge 
Street and Burnside Court. The b u i l d i n g is covered by a lov: pitched roof 
except over the center 13 bays of the Southbridge Street facade, where 
there i s a f u l l f i f t h storey covered by a f l a t r oof, il o r t h and south of 
the central five-storey section, tho building's walls are divided into 
bays by b r i c k piers which r i s e to cor b e l l i n g ; at the roof a deep wooden 
cornice i s supported by paired brackets. Along the Southbridge Street 
facadS are continuous, trabeated store f r o n t s of hammered gr a n i t e . Other 
features of the b u i l d i n g include gz'anite windov; s i l l s and l i n t e l s , a 
granite narae plaque and copper cornice over the f i v e - s t o r e y section of 
the facade. 

The f i r s t portions of the present structure were b u i l t between lS5 l 
and i860 f o r an unknovm owner. Containing three store f r o n t s , the o r i g i n a l 
structure i s probably contained i n the central sections of the present 
block's Southbridge Street facade. Around 1666-1867 the Stevens Brothers 
apparently bought the e a r l i e r block and extended i t northx>rard to Burnside 
Court, where they moved t h e i r "sash, door and b l i n d " factory i n 1867. 
Ey 1670 the two brothers owned the entire block to Myrtle Street and had 
b u i l t the southernraost seven bays of the present structure as a free­
standing block. Between I670 and I67Q t h i s southern section was connected 
to the rest of the structure and the b u i l d i n g vras made to appear sub­
s t a n t i a l l y as i t does today. In I906 the block v;as damaged by a major 

{ c o n t . ) , 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 
l i u t t , C. H i s t o r y o f Worcester , v o l . I l l , p p , l 6 2 - l 6 3 « 
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Worcester 

Form No: 
130-CnD-
68 

Property Name: Stevens Bu i ld ing 

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich is being continued below. 

9. ' " ' 
f i r e , at which time the copper cornice (and perhaps the f i f t h storey) 
was added to the central section of the Southbridge Street facade. 

The Stevens brothers vxere both born i n Charlton, Kass. (Daniel, I 8 I 8 -
1888; Charles, l829-l885). In l8[j.9 Charles Stevens went to Cal i f o r n i a 
i n search of gold, returning to Worcester i n l a t e l8i{.9. In 1650 both 
brothers went to C a l i f o r n i a and. returned to Worcester around 1853> at 
which time they vjorked as painters. In iQBk they began raanufacturing 
sash, doors and blinds on Main Street. Later business interests included 
a f l o u r and grain business v;hich they established i n the Stevens Buil.^ing 
and f u r t h e r r e a l estate development along Southbridge Street. In the 
mid-l860s Charles and Daniel Stevens b u i l t a oevr house on the s i t e of a 
home they had occupied since the early l850s. (See Ind i v i d u a l Duilding 
Form 11^2-A-1) 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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i AeoPatAlĜ  1 DO PAY m>Ai/^P^Yf/fJ^ At<P inventory 
[ A / / ( , ^ C M - / } - PYmtYI^AfflP^ .YM — /U e b b ' n Review 

J 130'P^-^- PDi^f jUAfT^AUt^ Hi)iemY^p/i- /pOApipUffcM'aAAHeAA^r^ 
A /»^-L'3 I ^^r^l^r- ^Aji//AAPf AAfy>pre>pp^m4*^ REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

&iAr m^ei/^ mi AXAU^ ^ PJA. 0 AA^TCP 
\ ^ APQimAJA^ POA^cdlA^^fA^ SA^BAUm- f JUP^AMX -

•̂ '"̂ '̂ ^̂ ^̂ •̂̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^ BRANCH CHIEF 

Ss/<^^ C^KTJ^^AAWJ^ 5 / S ^ 5 C . ' C : ^ U J - C ( a.c-A.-s>^ £»-<3 ^v«rt«--^ .^-tXrUJ • K E E P E R 

National Register Write-up Send-back f Entered JIilL_5J980 
Federal Register Entry Re-submit 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritaqe Conservation and Recreation Service 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


