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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Methodist Church in Rock Rapids is a Romanesque Revival building, constructed
of blue—gray granite laid in a random ashlar pattern, trimmed with red granite.

A modern brick wing extends from the south end of the main structure. The church
is situated on a corner lot in a mixed urlkan-residential district of the town.

The church measures 68' x 80', with the main roof ridge running east-west, and
smaller, gable-roofed pavilions on north and south. A section for overflow
seating extends from the south side of the sanctuary, and is covered by a low,
truncated hipped roof. At the northwest corner is a two-stage square tower,
the base of which forms an entrance to the narthex. All gable ends, and the
high-pitched tower roof, are shingled.

The round or«Romanesque arch is used in tryptich windows on north and west sides,
each surmounted by an oculus window. Tower windows are narrow rectangles. The
tower entrance is round arched, as are the louvred openings in the bellchamber.
All the round arches are shaped from voussoirs of alternating red and gray granite.
Imposts are of red granite, as are the heads of the rectangular windows. Red
granite is also used in a narrow course below the eaves of the tower, and on the
high water table.

During 1953-4, the basement was extensivelly remodelled, the walls lined with
cement block, windows of glass block installed, and wooden support members
replaced. The nave was also redecorated at this time. The 1966 addition to
the south consists of a lobby faced with granite ashlar and a square, brick
education wing, -all under a very low mansard roof. The paired windows are
very tall, with round arches, clearly an attempt to reflect elements of the
main structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Methodist Church in Rock Rapids is significant primarily for the interesting

conbination of blue-gra

red granite used in its construction.

The red granite

is used principally for'details, most notably the voussoirs of alternating

colors, and the decorative coursing on the tower. The plan of the church, too,
is of interest, being a typical example of that popularized by H.H. Richardson.
The implication, in the massing, is of a Greek Cross plan, but this is not

carried through in the interior arrangement.
for corner locations, and sites from which a church is viewed obliquely, and
from a distance.

This plan is particularly suited

The Methodist congregation in Rock Rapids was organized in the 1870's, and the

first church building built about 1879.

The secondi)(present) building was

begun in 1895. Blue-gray- granite was qua.rried near Sioux Falls, SD, the
red trimming stone obtained from the receiver of a bamkrupt packing plant
which had begun — but never finished -- a stone building in Sioux Falls of
this material. o
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The West half of Lots 9 and 10, Block 6, Rock Rapids Original Town Plat.
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