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AREA FORM NO.
152

Town REHIBOH
Address 77 Bay State Road
Historic NameCol onel Thonas Carpenter ||

House

Use:  Present residence
Original resi dence
DESCR PTI O\
Dat e cl 755; posssibly earlier
Sourcearchitectural detail; MM p 62-65
Style vernacul ar Georgian
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric shingles
Qut bui I di ngs wagon shed, shop, |arge end
openi ng basenent bam -- 19th c.
Mpjor alterations (with dates)

none known

Mbved no Dat e
Approx. acreage
Setting 50 feet fromroad, gable end to

road Jrural context on main

north-south artery

sheets here)



ARCH TECTURA. S OGN H GANCE  (Descri be i nportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within the community.)

The Col onel Thormas Carpenter |Il House i s anoutstanding andhighly unusual exanple

of early to mi d18th century building design which departs significantly from typical

architecture of the period i n Massachusetts. l'tisalarge 22story central chimey

plan structure, notable for itsgable onhip roof andset back second story with a
narrow pent roof between the first andsecond stories onall elevations. Some have

suggested the form nmay represent a type of garrisonstructure, although neither tra-

dition nor documentation are known t osupport this. Thepossibility of two or nore

(Conti nued
HSTORCAL SGNHCANE (Explainthe role owers played inlocal or state

history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the community.)

Col onel Thoras Carpenter |1l (1733-1807) establishedhis homestead In this house
with onehundred sixty-four acres here onhis farther. Deacon Thonas Carpenter's,
farm ca. 1750. Col onel Thomas Carpenter, a distinguished patriot, is the nost
renowned nenber of that Illustrious early Rehoboth famly. Prior t othe Revolution,
he was al ready one of the town's wealthiest citizens. He was able to purchase one
hundred thirty-six acres of former pastoral school lands in 1761 anda total of
seven pews i n the new (second) meetinghouse during the 1770s. He was also a
surveyor andmay have designed and/or built many of Rehoboth's houses in the late
18th century. The "Od Yellow Meeting House" (built 1773; torn down ca. 1840) was

probably his design as documentation exists showing that he submtted a plan and was

later paid approximately one-quarter of the building costs. During the Revolution,
Col onel Thonmas Carpenter's regiment of local nen fought as far anway as New York.
His reputation andinfluence were such that in 1787, when the selectmen discussed
taking charge of the local munitions supply, the townspeople were asked t oconsider
"what further instructions they will give the selectmen concerning the town stock
at Col onel Thomas Carpenters i f herefuses togive i tup" (Snape 1976:116). After
his death in 1807, the house remained in the Carpenter family until at least 1830.

As a singular architectural exanple associated with one of Rehoboth's nost
illustrious andwell-documented Revolutionary period citizens, the Colonel Thomas
Carpenter I1l House nmeets criteria B and C of the National Register of Historic
Places individually.

B BL G3AFHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Snape, Sue Ellen. Mghty Liberty Mn, 1976, pp. 60-66, 97-101, 115-117.
.\Walling, H F. My of Rehoboth. 1850.
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Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name; Col onel Thomas
Carpenter I|Il House

Indicate each item on in-ventory form whidi is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (Continued)

construction stages i simplied byasymretrical fenestration. Qxthe interior,
the former kitchen has been altered but retains itsfireplace. The two major
downstairs roons arei noriginal condition, and have fine panelling, interior
shutters and cased posts and beans. Several large 19t hand 20th century

outbuildings are standing ontheproperty, east of thehouse; beyond them
stretch open fields.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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<$<<Ir NOANIMAIN, MittyU.Ae. AMy-

Colonel Thomas Carpenter's house on Bay State Road.

Sketch from Bl anding, W "Rem nisences", 1878.
Published i nSnape, S E Mghty Liberty Men, 1976, p. 116,
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