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Organization Rehoboth Historical Commission 

Date April 1976; revised 1981 

Town REHOBOTH 

Address 77 Bay State Road 

Historic NameColonel Thomas Carpenter I I I 

House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date cl755; posssibly earlier 

Sourcearchitectural detail; MLM, p 62-65 

Style vernacular Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric shingles 

Outbuildings wagon shed, shop, large end 

opening basement bam -- 19th c. 

Major alterations (with dates) 

none known 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 

Setting 50 feet from road, gable end to 

road J rural context on main 

north-south artery 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Colonel Thomas Carpenter I I I House i s an outstanding and highly unusual example 
of early to mid 18th century building design which departs s i g n i f i c a n t l y from t y p i c a l 
architecture of the period i n Massachusetts. I t i s a large 2̂2 story central chimney 
plan structure, notable for i t s gable on hip roof and set back second story with a 
narrow pent roof between the f i r s t and second stories on a l l elevations. Some have 
suggested the form may represent a type of garrison structure, although neither t r a ­
d i t i o n nor documentation are known to support t h i s . The p o s s i b i l i t y of two or more 

(Continued 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 

history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 
Colonel Thomas Carpenter I I I (1733-1807) established his homestead In t h i s house 
with one hundred sixty-four acres here on his farther. Deacon Thomas Carpenter's, 
farm ca. 1750. Colonel Thomas Carpenter, a distinguished p a t r i o t , i s the most 
renowned member of that I l l u s t r i o u s early Rehoboth family. Prior to the Revolution, 
he was already one of the town's wealthiest citi z e n s . He was able to purchase one 
hundred t h i r t y - s i x acres of former pastoral school lands i n 1761 and a t o t a l of 
seven pews i n the new (second) meetinghouse during the 1770s. He was also a 
surveyor and may have designed and/or b u i l t many of Rehoboth's houses i n the late 
18th century. The "Old Yellow Meeting House" ( b u i l t 1773; torn down ca. 1840) was 
probably his design as documentation exists showing that he submitted a plan and was 
lat e r paid approximately one-quarter of the building costs. During the Revolution, 
Colonel Thomas Carpenter's regiment of l o c a l men fought as far away as New York. 
His reputation and influence were such that i n 1787, when the selectmen discussed 
taking charge of the l o c a l munitions supply, the townspeople were asked to consider 
"what further instructions they w i l l give the selectmen concerning the town stock 
at Colonel Thomas Carpenters i f he refuses to give i t up" (Snape 1976:116). After 
his death i n 1807, the house remained i n the Carpenter family u n t i l at least 1830. 

As a singular a r c h i t e c t u r a l example associated with one of Rehoboth's most 
i l l u s t r i o u s and well-documented Revolutionary period c i t i z e n s , the Colonel Thomas 
Carpenter I I I House meets c r i t e r i a B and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
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Architectural Significance (Continued) 

construction stages is implied by asymmetrical fenestration. On the i n t e r i o r , 
the former kitchen has been altered but retains i t s fireplace. The two major 
downstairs rooms are i n o r i g i n a l condition, and have fi n e panelling, i n t e r i o r 
shutters and cased posts and beams. Several large 19th and 20th century 
outbuildings are standing on the property, east of the house; beyond them 
stretch open f i e l d s . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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<$<^<!r -^OA^i/^Al^, ^^ittyU.A^e.AMy-

Colonel Thomas Carpenter's house on Bay State Road. 

Sketch from Blanding, W. "Reminisences", 18^8. 
Published i n Snape, S.E. Mighty Liberty Men, 1976, p.116, 
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