


NATI O REG STER (R TER A STATEMVENT (i appl i cabl e)

The Will iam McKinstry, Jr*. House i s significant as nane surviving
housing associated vfith Southbridge 's early mill development at Globe
Village, meeting National Register criteria A and C at the local
level . | t retains integrity of location, materials, workmanship,
design, feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the
attached assessors mp are those of current ownership.

ARH IFILRBLSG\IFJ Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate In terns of
nther bulldinas wthin the coranunitv. i

[ts origin shrouded innystery, this unusual two story, five bay structure i s distinguish
by its brick fabric, fanlighted entrance and monitor roof. Builr sometime before ic ws shown
in an 1822 painting of Gobe Village by Francis Al exander, the building appears to have been
originally intended as a residence. The reason for the use of the monitor roof, nmore typically

associated with mill buildings, is not known. At the time the building was built no mill build-
ings in Gobe VillageHtre known to have had monitor roofs'. The first known use of the monitor
roof foramll was in 1809 at the Lippitt Cotton Mill inLippitt, R I.

Sonetime during”or just before,the md-19th century the building apparently began to be us(
to house workers from the Ham |ton Wolen Mill across the street. Wen the Girls' Boarding Hou;
was built around md-19th century for themill, it was also designed with a monitor roof,
it seens that the idea for putting- a monitor on the Girls' Boarding House was very |ikely sug-
gested after it was found that the monitor on this earlier structure provided an extra floor of
liveable space for little additional expense.

HISTORCAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omeas played in local o state history ad hw the
building relates to the devdogpoment of the conmunity.

The 1812 Ammidown map of Southbridgej ?shows no building on this site. An 1822 painting of
G obe Village docunments it sexistence by that date. Wo the original owner mght have been i s
uncl ear. NMaps showi ng ownership of buildings are not available prior to 1855  However,
Wlliam McKinstry, Jr. was named i n the Quinebaug Historical Leaflets as having lived here in
1836. Nineteenth century mapsj,beginning i n 1855*%indicate that the house was the property of
the Ham I ton Wbolen Mill. -

W lliam MKinstry, the son of the early Southbridge settler, WIliam MKinstry, was born
in 1791 i na farmhouse built by his father on Pleasant Street (form#A-146). In 1846 Wl liam
McKinstry, Jr., a tailor, married Mary An Kitchen. According to a statement in the Quinebaug
Historical Society Leaflets, he was the father of John A MKinstry.

Nuner ous descendants of the original Wlliam MKinstry lived in the northwest portion of
Sout hbridge around Pleasant Street and northern Gobe Village all during the 19th-century.
During this sane period several nenbers of the fam |y were engaged i n business in Gobe Village.
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